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COMMERCE. 

pqp 

X  HE  hiftory  of  commerce  is  the  hiftory  of 
the  avarice  of  individuals  and  of  nations  ;  but 
it  is  the  hiftory  alfo  of  the  profperity  and  de¬ 
cline  of  empires.  Commerce  procures  riches; 
riches  create  power  ;  and  power  fupplies  a  fmall 
Hate  with  the  means  of  contending  againft  a 
great  one.  Commerce  changes  the  face  of  the 
earth.  It  covers  the  fea  with  (hips ;  unites  na¬ 
tions  feparated  by  immenfe  diftances  ;  civilizes 
lavage  tribes ;  excites  a  fpirit  of  induftry,  and 
overcomes  idlenefs  and  doth.  Equally  adlive 
as  ambition,  it  prefcribes  to  itfelf  no  bounds  j 
and  unlefs  increafed  and  extended,  declines,  and 
perifhes.  Commerce  has  made  the  tour  of  the 
world  by  routes  .which  it  found  open;  by  others 
which  it  opened  for  itfelf,  and  which  it  will 
perhaps  one  day  refume  according  to  the  changes 
vol.  yi.  e, 
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that  may  be  produced  on  the  globe  by  th£ 
convulfions  of  nature,  the  interefts  of  princes, 
or  other  events  favourable  or  unfavourable  to 
its  progrefs.  It  is  of  importance  then  to  be  ac¬ 
quainted  with  thofe  routes;  the  places  which 
have  ferved  as  the  magazines  of  commerce  ;  the 
obfiacles  it  experienced,  and  the  circumftances 
by  which  it  has  been  promoted.  A  knowledge 
of  all  thefe  will  be  acquired  from  the  hiftory  of 
the  commerce  of  the  Indies,  both  ancient  and 
modern. 

Commerce  between  neighbouring  fiates  has 
at  all  times  exifted.  Mankind  had  wants,  and 
they  accommodated  each  other  by  exchanging 
their  fuperfluities.  The  utility  or  beauty  of  certain 
articles  made  them  objedls  of  defire.  Thofe 
who  felt  this  defire  went  to  fearch  for  them 
where  they  abounded,  in  order  to  acquire  a  pro¬ 
fit  which  might  enable  them  to  procure  a  fuffi- 
ciency,  and  even  fuperfluity  of  neceflaries.  Hence 
arofe  commerce  between  diftant  nations.  The 
commerce  of  Afia  with  Africa ;  of  Africa  with 
Europe  ;  that  of  Carthage,  Greece,  and  Phoe¬ 
nicia,  and  of  all  thefe  countries  with  each  other, 
have  been  traced  out  with  as  much  accuracy 
as  poffible.  Commerce  by  caravans  was  with¬ 
out  doubt  the  oldeft.  It  was  carried  on  at  a 
very  early  period  by  the  Ifihmaelites,  who  tranf- 
ported  the  fpices  of  Arabia  to  Egypt ;  but  it 
appears  that  the  Arabs  grew  tired  of  giving  up 
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Io  agents  that  profit  which  they  could  appropri¬ 
ate  to  themfelves.  Their  fituaiion  near  the  Per¬ 
sian  gulph  fuggeded  the  idea,  and  afforded  them  * 
the  means  of  landing  on  the  fhores  of  India,  and 
of  carrying  thither  their  productions  in  their  own 
bottoms,  and  bringing  back  thofe  of  India. 
The  Greeks,  among  whom  thefe  articles  were 
depofited  in  order  to  pafs  through  their  hands  to 
other  parts  of  Europe,  were  totally  unacquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  route  by  which  they  received  them. 

Alexander,  who  had  great  views,  eflablifhed 
feveral  daples  of  commerce,  among  which  were 
the  celebrated  Alexandria.  This  city  might  be 
compared  to  one  of  thofe  large  lakes,  which 
receiving:  rivers  from  unknown  fources,  difchar^es 

O  7  O 

them  in  fmall  dreams  to  fertilize  the  adjacent 
countries.  It  appears  that  the  commerce  of  In¬ 
dia,  and  above  all  China,  flowed  through  the 
North,  Tartary,  and  Raffia,  through  which  it  dill, 
endeavours  to  find  a  paffage.  It  has  been  con¬ 
jectured  alfo,  that  the  Chinefe,  or  rather  the 
Japanefe,  made  their  way  to  Europe  by  having 
lod  themfelves  in  the  great  northern  ocean  ;  and 
this  may  have  fird  fuggeded  the  idea  of  doubling 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  But  thefe  accidental 
paffages,  if  they  really  took  place,  were  not 
owing  to  commerce,  but  to  dorms,  and  other 
fortuitous  circumdances  at  fea. 

The  ancient  commerce  has  marked  out  in  a 

more  didinft  manner  its  places  of  red  than  its 
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Commerce 
of  the  Ge- 
noefe  and 
Venetians. 


route.  Among  the  mod  celebrated  ftaples  are 
reckoned  Samarcand,  Bafforah,  Aleppo,  Bo- 
kara,  Cabul,  Candahar,  and,  above  all,  the  mag¬ 
nificent  Palmyra.  Can  it  be  fuppofed  that  a 
city  furrounded  by  deferts  could  acquire,  with¬ 
out  the  affiftanceof  commerce,  a  fplendour  which 
rendered  it  the  aftonifhment  of  the  univerfe  ? 
Commerce  alio,  without  doubt,  left  many  traces 
of  its  paffage  among  the  parched  fands,  inter- 
pofed  between  trading  cities  ;  fuch  as  edifices 
for  the  reception  of  ftrangers  ;  citterns  to  quench 
their  thirftj  monuments  of  luxury,  as  columns 
and  obelilks,  which  are  lefs  likely  to  be  the 
work  of  deftructive  conquerors,  than  of  mer¬ 
chants  interefted  in  leaving  marks  to  direft  the 
traveller,  and  places  of  refreihment  for  them- 
felves,  in  cafe  they  fhould  ever  again  pafs  that 
way,  or  to  be  of  benefit  to  thofe  who  might 
think  proper  to  follow  them. 

Wherever  there  is  confumption,  there  com¬ 
merce  will  end.  While  Rome  was  miftrefs  of 
the  univerfe,  the  merchandize  of  India  flowed 
thither  through  Egypt,  one  of  her  tributary  pro¬ 
vinces  ;  but  when  Conftantine  had  divided  the 
empire  of  this  queen  of  the  world,  commerce 
changed  the  direction  of  its  courfe,  and,  with¬ 
out  negledling  Egypt,  which  remained  in  the 
hands  of  the  Greek  emperors,  fupplied  Con- 
ftantinople  with  provisions  through  Perfia.  The 
grand  magazine  of  this  trade  was  Cufa,  the  belt 
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port  of  the  Crimea  on  the  Black  Sea.  The 
cities  of  Italy,  which  had  before  found  at  Rome 
the  fpices,  the  rich  fluffs,  the  precious  wood, 
and  the  jewels,  with  which  it  fupplied  the  reft  of 
Europe,  went  in  fearch  of  thefe  Indian  riches ; 
fome  to  the  magazine  on  the  Black  Sea,  as  was 
the  cafe  with  the  Genoefe,  who  eftablifhed  them* 
felves  at  Cufa  under  the  protection  of  the  Greek 
emperors;  and  from  being  patronized  merchants, 
became  mafters,  The  Venetians  purfued  the 
way  of  Egypt  and  Alexandria,  and  received  the 
valuable  productions  of  India  from  the  maho- 
rnetans,  who  had  already  diffufed  their  religion 
throughout  the  fertile  countries  on  the  Indus 
and  the  Ganges,  as  far  as  the  fhores  of  the  Spice 
Ifiands,  and  had  made  it  a  foundation  for  their 
commerce,  Several  of  the  Italian  cities,  fuch 
as  Florence,  Pifa,  and  many  others,  united  their 
capitals  to  thofe  of  the  Venetians  and  Genoefe, 
and  fhared  in  their  profit,  which  became  the 
fource  of  their  opulence.  They  tranfported 
thefe  articles  of  merchandize  to  Germany,  where 
their  factors  arrived  to  receive  them  at  certain 
places,  and  fixed  times  ;  and  this  gave  rife  to 
the  great  fairs,  fuch  as  that  of  Frankfort,  the 
ftaple  of  the  Hanfe-towns,  which  afterwards 
fuppliedthewhole north,  and  tranfmitted through 
Flanders  their  fpices  to  France  and  to  Spain. 

This  tafte  for  fpices  was  far  from  being  fo 
general  at  firft  as  it  became  at  later  periods, 

*  3 


Pliny  expreffes  aftonifhment  that  they  fhouM 
have  been  in  fo  much  requeft:  “  For  there  are 

a. 

“  things,”  fays  he,  which  are  agreeable  to 
<£  the  fight,  the  fine'll-,  and  the  tafte  ;  but  pep.- 
tc  per  has  nothing  that  can  afford  gratification 
c-  to  any  of  thefe  fenfes.”  The  fame  reflection 
r  ight  be  made  in  regard  to  articles  for  which 
whole  nations  conceive  a  fondnefs,  fuch  as  to¬ 
bacco.  i  he  aver  non  of  Pliny  wTas,  however, 
not'  contag:ous.  It,  on  the  contrary,  appears, 
that  it  was  by  the  Roman  governors  that  the  ufe 
of  fpice  ,  as  well  as  a  tafle  for  and  clefire  of  ob' 
taining  tee  valuable  merchandize  of  India,  was. 
diffufed  to  the  rein ot eft  parts  of  the  empire; 
bat  in  Europe,  people  wrere  contented  with  the 
enjoyment  of  that  luxury  without  any  defire  of 
exploring  the  country  which  produced  it.  This 
defire  vras  excited  by  the  crufades  ;  and  favour¬ 
able  circumftances,  much  to  the  benefit  of  com¬ 
merce,  procured  a  knowledge  which  wras  fought 
for  merely  through  political  motives,  and  to  en- 
furefuccefs  to  thefe  warlike  expeditions. 

It  was  natural  that  the  crufaders,  who  had 
taken  up  arms  againft  the  Mahometans,  fhould 
endeavour  by  fome  powerful  diverfion  to  wTeaken 
the  ftren  .  th  of  the  enemy  wTom  they  attacked. 
Having  heard  of  the  exploits  of  Gengis  Khan, 
the  deflroyer  of  the  empire  which  tne  followers 
of  Maho.net  had  efiablifhed  in  Perfia  and  Chal¬ 
dea,  the  European  princes  difpatched  ambaffa- 
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dors,  who  were  charged  to  excite  him  to  con¬ 
tinue  operations  which  were  fo  advantageous  to 
them.  Thefe  ambaffadors  traverfedTartary,  in  or¬ 
der  to  reach  the  court  of  that  great  monarch ;  and 
by  thefe  means  had  an  opportunity  of  procuring 
information  refpecling  thofe  parts  of  India  which. 

Gengis  Khan  had  conquered.  Travellers,  em¬ 
boldened  by  thefe  attempts,  continued  their  dif- 
coveiies.  Their  relations  excited  a  defire  of 
being  better  acquainted  with  a  country  from 
which  produftions  fo  ufeful,  and  works  fo  agree¬ 
able,  wTere  procured;  a  country, refpefling  which 
fo  many  wonderful  tales  were  told,  capable  of 
gratifying  curiofity,  though  they  prefented  no 
hope  of  advantage  ;  but  an  able  monarch  found 
means  to  render  ufeful  to  his  people,  what  to 
others  would  have  been  only  matter  of  vain  fpe- 
culation. 

John  I.  raifed  to  the  throne  by  his  courage  Commerceof 
and  good  Conduct,  though  only  the  natural  fon  gutfe,  1417. 
of  his  predeceffor,  reigned  in  Portugal  about  the 
beginning  of  the  fifteenth  century.  In  mount¬ 
ing  the  throne,  he  engaged  to  maintain,  at  the 
fame  time,  a  civil  and  a  foreign  war,  both  of 
which  he  brought  to  a  happy  conclufion.  He 
then  began  to  think  of  finding  employment  for 
the  brave  and  enterprizing  men,  produced  by 
that  critical  period,  in  order  to  prevent  them 
from  difturbmg  the  tranquillity  which  had  been 
reftored  in  his  fiates.  He  had  five  fans,  to  whom 
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he  gave  an  excellent  education.  Don  Henry, 
the  fecond,  {hewed  an  early  tafte  for  travelling ; 
and  his  Ether  faw  him  with  pleafure  acquire  ma¬ 
thematical  and  geographical  knowledge  proper 
fordiredting  fuch  enterprizes.  They  began  under 
John  I.  who,  however,  had  not  the  fa.isfadtion  of 
feeing  difcoveries  carried  to  any  extent  Under  his 
reign  they  were  confined  to  the  ifland  of  Madeira, 
to  which  an  Englifhrnan,  flying  with  his  miflrefs 
from  the  perfecution  of  his  relations,  had  already 
retired  to  conceal  his  amours.  The  Portuguefe 
found  a  monument  which  attefled  the  abode  of 
this  happy  couple  in  that  folitude. 

Don  Henry,  after  the  death  of  Don  John, 
put  himfeif  at  the  head  of  thefe  enterprizes,  be¬ 
queathed  to  him,  as  we  may  fay,  by  his  father. 
He  took  pofleflion  of  the^ Canary  Hies,  which 
were  given  up  to  him  by  a  Frenchman  named 
Bethancourt ;  and  his  right  to  them  was  con¬ 
firmed  by  his  nephew  king  Alphonfo.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  the  prejudice  which  afcribed  to  the  pope 
a  power  of  difpenfing  crowns,  Portugal  caufed 
to  be  ceded  to  it  exclufively  by  a  diploma  from 
pope  Martin  V.  all  the  lands  which  fhould  be 
difcovered  as  far  as  the  Indies.  In  i486,  Bartho¬ 
lomew  Diaz  difcovered  Cape  Tormentofo  *,  fo 
called  becaufe  he  had  there  encountered  moll: 
dreadful  ftorms  ;  but  king  Alphonfo,  perfuaded 

*  This  is  a  Portuguefe  word,  which  fignifies  tempeftuaus^ 
Trans. 
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that  this  cape  pointed  out  the  extremity  of 
Africa,  and  that  having  once  doubled  it,  the 
fea  would  be  found  open  to -the  Indies,  gave  it 
the  name  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  After 
this  period  difcoveries  affumed  a  charafter  of 
more  general  utility,  and  became  an  affair  of 
ftate. 

In  this  point  of  view  they  were  confidered  by 
John  II.  furnamed  the  Perfefl,  who  fucceeded 
king  Alphonfo.  In  luejq.  he  equipped  a  fmall 
fquadron  under  Vafcode  Gama,  and  difpatched 
after  it  a  fecond,  much  flronger,  filled  with 
regular  troops,  commanded  by  Alvarez  de  Ca¬ 
bral,  who  had  orders  to  fecond  the  efforts  of 
Diaz.  The  latter  retimed  crowned  with  fuc- 
cefs  and  loaded  with  riches,  which  excited  great 
emulation  in  the  kingdom  ;  but  the  Portuguefe 
experienced  obftacles  to  their  conquefts  from  the 
mahometans,  who  feeing  themfelves  on  the  ✓ 
point  of  being  deprived  of  the  commerce  of  the 
Indies  by  the  Europeans,  united  againft  thefe 
intruding  navigators.  Francis  Albuquerque, 
whofe  name  has  become  fo  famous  in  the  com¬ 
mercial  hiftory  of  India,  was  commiffioned  to 
attack  this  formidable  league.  He  is  confidered 
as  the  founder  of  the  Portuguefe  pow'er  in  India, 
becaufe  he  was  the  firft  who  built  there  a  fortrefs, 
together  with  a  chapel.  In  this  manner,  fay 
the  Portuguefe,  he  took  pofieffion  both  temporal 
and  fpiritual  :  yet  before  fh^t  period  there  had 
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been  a  viceroy  named  Francis  de  Almeyda,  who 
by  his  valour  and  prudence  had  fpread  along 
the  whole  coaft  a  terror  of  the  Portuguefe  arms. 
The  jealoufy  excited  between  men  who  have 
acquired  great  merit  by  their  actions  prevents 
them  from  agreeing  long  in  the  fame  place,  and 
even  induces  them  fometimes  to  do  injury  to 
each  other.  It  was  found  neceffary  to  recal 
the  viceroy,  and  the  fupreme  power  was  con¬ 
ferred  on  Albuquerque  under  the  title  of  com¬ 
mandant-general.  On  being  invefted  with  this 
high  office,  he  began  to  execute  certain  opera¬ 
tions,  the  plan  of  which  had  been  concerted  by 
the  royal  council,  affifted  by  the  king  himfelf, 
Don  Emanuel,  who,  by  a  phenomenon  very  rare 
among  princes,  was  as  able  as  his  father  and 
grandfather,  and  as  fit  as  they  to  continue  the 
projects  which  had  been  begun.  It  was  this 
perfeverance  which  rendered  Portugal,  though 
a  fmall  kingdom,  a  great  and  mighty  power. 

It  is  generally  agreed  that  this  preponderance 
was  owing  chiefly  to  the  fuperior  talents  of 
Francis  Albuquerque,  who  had  all  the  qualities 
neceffary  for  the  commander  of  a  diftant  enter- 
prize.  With  a  handful  of  troops  he  performed 
great  exploits ;  took  Malacca,  Calicut,  and 
Ormuz,  places  of  great  importance  to  the  com¬ 
merce  of  the  mahometans ;  and  eflablifhed  him¬ 
felf  at  Goa,  which  is  ftill  the  feat  of  the  Portu¬ 
guefe  empire  in  India.  It  is  indeed  confeffecf 
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that  he  was  indebted  for  his  fuccefs  as  much  to 
his  abilities  and  political  talents,  as  to  the 
armies  and  fleets  which  he  commanded.  Al¬ 
buquerque,  attached  to  the  ancient  fimplicity  of 
his  country,  did  not  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  corrupt¬ 
ed,  either  by  the  power  or  the  riches  which  he 
poflefled.  Being  well  acquainted  with  the 
Indian  character,  he  affefted  great  magnificence 
on  public  occasions  ;  but  amid  ft  this  fplendour 
he  admitted  no  relaxation  in  his  earlv  habits, 
and  lived  as  frugally  as  any  individual.  What 
was  due  to  the  crown  he  exafted  with  rigour  j 
but  he  never  thought  of  improving  his  own  pri¬ 
vate  fortune,  being  fatisfied  with  the  income 
arifing  from  his  appointments. 

All  Albuquerque’s  officers  were  his  friends. 
He  took  as  much  care  to  form  them  as  the  molt 
tender  father  can  take  of  the  education  of  his 
children.  He  was  cautious  in  punifhing,  and 
ready  to  reward.  At  table,  his  whole  conver- 
fation  was  occupied  with  the  gallant  actions  of 
his  officers ;  but  he  obferved  fileince  refpefting 
his  own.  It  is  remarked  as  a  lingular  trait  in 
his  character,  that  he  never  promoted  any  of 
thofe  who  attempted  to  infinuate  themfelves 
into  his  favour  by  flattery.  Under  his  admi- 
niftration,  flatterers,  cowards,  and  difhoneft  p'er- 
fons,  were  always  excluded  from  offices.  With 
fo  many  noble  qualities,  this  hero  was  not  free 
from  faults.  He  had  unbounded  ambition,  an 
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immoderate  defire  of  extending  the  dominion  of 
the  Portugaefe,  and  was  not  very  fcrupuious  in 
regard  to  the  juftice  oi  the  means.  In  private 
life,  Albuquerque  was  a  man  of  the  mod  rigid 
probity  ;  but  truth  refufes  the  fame  encomium 
to  his  public  character. 

He  had  conceived,  it  is  faid,  two  grand  pro- 
jedls  ;  one  of  a  ftatefman,  had  it  been  practi¬ 
cable,  and  the  other  of  a  plunderer.  Imagining 
that  the  Venetians,  fooner  or  latter,  might  be 
able  to  make  the  Indian  commerce  refume  its 
courfe  through  Alexandria ;  and  perceiving 
that,  with  this  view,  they  afiifted  the  Turks 
and  barbarians  againft  the  Portuguefe ;  Albu¬ 
querque  infinuated  to  the  emperor  of  Ethiopia, 
that,  in  order  to  fecure  himfelf  againft  thefe 
dangerous  neighbours,  he  ought  to  change  the 
courfe  of  the  Nile,  by  opening  for  it  a  paffage 
by  which  it  might  difcharge  itfelf  into  the  Ara¬ 
bian  fea  before  it  entered  Egypt.  By  thefe  means 
it  would  have  been  impoffible  to  tranfport  the 
merchandize  of  India  from  the  Red  Sea  to  Alex¬ 
andria  ;  and  the  Portuguefe,  mafter  of  the  paf- 
fages  by  the  ocean,  would  have  been  in  exelu- 
five  pofieffion  of  this  commerce.  The  fecond 
project  was'  to  fend  from  Ormuz  to  Arabia, 
which  is  only  feventy  leagues  diftant,  three  hun¬ 
dred  cavalry,  who  appeared  to  him  fufficient,  to 
plunder  the  tomb  of  Mahomet  at  Mecca.  Be¬ 
tides  the  immenfe  riches  which  would  haye 
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been  acquired  by  this  enterprize,  Albuquerque 
forefaw,  that  as  it  would  put  a  flop  to  pilgrim¬ 
ages,  that  branch  of  the  Indian  commerce, 
carried  On  through  Arabia,  would  be  inter¬ 
cepted,  and  enrich  the  Portuguefe  nation. 

It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  Albuquerque  died 
in  difgrace.  His  inflexible  equity  hadraifed  up 
again!!  him  a  great  number  of  enemies,  who 
endeavoured  to  perfuade  the  king,  that  his  ge¬ 
neral  paid  more  attention  to  his  own  interefls 
than  to  thofe  of  his  mafter.  Fearing,,  unfortu¬ 
nately,  that  government  would  not  watch  over 
the  prefervaticn  of  Goa,  with  that  care  which 
the  importance  of  the  place  required,  he  de¬ 
manded  it,  under  the  title  of  a  duchy.  This  de- 
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tnand  accompliihed  more  than  his  enemies.  It 
gave  umbrage  to  the  king,  and  infpired  him 
with  a  refolution  of  putting  the  government  in¬ 
to  other  hands.  Albuquerque  was  lick  when 
he  learned  that  his  enemy  had  been  fent  to  fu- 
perfede  him.  “  What !”  exclaimed  he,  “  Soarez 
“  governor  of  the  Indies!  Vafconcellos  and 
“  Diego  Peirez,  whom  I  ordered  to  be  convev- 
“  ed  to  Portugal  as  criminals,  fent  back  with 
“  honour  1  I  have  incurred  the  hatred  of  men 
<c  for  the  love  of  my  king,  and  meet  with  dif- 
“  grace  from  the  king  for  my  love  towards 
“  men  !  To  thy  grave,  unhappy  old  man!  it  is 
time.  To  thy  grave.”  He  died  at  the  age 
of  flxty-three,  in  the  midft  of  his  triumphs,  uni- 
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verfally  eileemed,  but  an  example  of  the  too 
common  ingratitude  of  princes. 

Commerce  is  the  free  communication  of 
things,  neeeffary,  ufeful,  and  agreeable  j  but 
avarice  perfuades  nations,  that  to  fecure  this 
communication,  they  have  a  right  to  employ 
violence,  and  to  compel  thofe  who  refufe  to  ex¬ 
change  their  fuperfluities.  For  this  reafon,  Al¬ 
buquerque  thought  himfelf  authorized  to  build 
fortreffes  among  the  people  whofe  treafures  the 
Portuguefe  coveted.  He  erefited  them,  he  faid, 
to  defend  his  countrymen  from  the  infults  they 
might  experience  from  the  natives  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  or  the  mahometans  who  enjoyed  their  con¬ 
fidence,  and  would  not  fuffer  themfelves,  with¬ 
out  making  reprifals,  to  be  deprived  of  a  gain 
to  which  they  had  been  accuiiomed.  But  what 
right  have  nations  to  punifh  a£ts  of  injuftice 
which  they  go  to  provoke  ?  The  Portuguefe 
at  frit  aiked  only  for  a  place  of  ref  dence,  a  fac- 
tory,  and  a  warehoufe  to  fecure  their  mer¬ 
chandize  from  the  injuries  of  the  wreather:  they 
then  feized  upon  towns,  and  afterwards  pro¬ 
vinces  and  kingdoms.  Thefe  ufurpations,  begun 
by  Almeyda  and  Albuquerque,  were  continued 
by  their  fucceffors. 

In  lefs  than  fifty  years  the  Portuguefe  found¬ 
ed  an  aftoniibing  empire,  which  on  the  one  fde 
extended  as  far  as  the  extreme  coaft s  of  Perfa, 
They  wyere '  mailers,  as  it  were,  of  the  whole 
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Ferfian  gulph.  From  forne  of  the  petty  princes 
of  Arabia  they  received  tribute:  with  others 

J  y 

they  were  in  alliance  ;  by  all  they  were  refpedted 
and  dreaded.  On  the  one  fide  of  Arabia  they 
were  connected  with  the  empire  of  Ethiopia,  at 
whofe  court  they  were  in  great  credit.  Almoft 
all  the  ports  on  the  coalt  of  India  and  the  fron¬ 
tiers  of  Perfia  were  in  their  hands.  They  pcf- 
feffed  the  whole  coaft  of  Malabar,  that  of  Co¬ 
romandel  and  Bengal,  the  town  and  peninfula  of 
Malacca,  while  the  large  ifiand  of  Ceylon,  and 
thofe  of  Sonda,  were  tributary  to  them.  The 
Moluccas  were  entirely  under  their  dominion  ; 
in  a  word,  they  had  an  eftablithment  at  China, 
and  liberty  of  trading  with  Japan. 

The  moft  flourifhing  ftate  of  this  empire  was  »5S4* 
under  the  viceroy  Don  Confiantine  de  Braganza. 

The  authority  of  the  perfon  who  occupied  this 
poft  was  unlimited  in  regard  to  military  affairs. 

His  tribunal  decided  in  the  firft  inftance,  and 
without  freedom  of  appeal,  in  all  civil  cafes  ; 
but  he  could  not  without  the  king’s  approba¬ 
tion  put  to  death  a  Portuguefe  gentleman  ;  and 
all  in  the  king’s  fervice  are  confidered  as  entitled' 
to  that  rank.  There  was  no  other  counterpoife 
to  this  great  power  than  the  thortnefs  of  its 
duration,  which  was  fixed  at  three  years.  The 
ample  income  arifing  from  his  appointments  en¬ 
abled  him  to  live  with  magnificence,  which  was 
the  more  neceffary,  as  he  had  command  over.fe- 
veral  kings,  either  tributaries  or  vaffals.  The 
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Portuguefe  had  faflories  in  the  ports  of  thefe 
princes,  fet  an  arbitrary  price  on  the  produc¬ 
tions  and  manufactures  of  the  country,  and  pre¬ 
tended  to  the  right  of  preference  in  buying  or 
felling  ;  fo  that  the  mahometans,  and  even  the 
native  Indians,  found  themfelves  abfolutely  ex¬ 
cluded  from  commerce.  The  Portuguefe,  by 
thefe  means,  accumulated  immenfe  riches  in 
gold  and  precious  ftones,  fpices,  valuable  kinds 
of  wood,  drugs,  and  fluffs,  which  their  fleets 
went  in  quell  of  to  the  coafts  of  Malabar  and 
Coromandel,  the  gulph  of  Bengal,  the  king¬ 
doms  of  Camboja,  the  Deccan,  Malacca,  Patan, 
and  Siam  ;  the  iflands  of  Ceylon,  Sumatra,  Java, 
Borneo,  and  the  Moluccas;  and  even  to  China 
and  Japan.  Thefe  riches  were  conveyed  to 
Portugal,  where  all  the  nations  of  Europe  went 
to  purchafe  them  at  whatever  price  the  Portu¬ 
guefe  thought  proper  to  put  upon  them. 

It  needs,  therefore,  create  no  furprize  that  fo 
fmall  a  kingdom  fhould  be  able  to  equip  prodi¬ 
gious  fleets,  and  to  fend  fo  many  people  to  thefe 
remote  countries.  Their  profperity,  and  a  de¬ 
fire  of  participating  in  their  riches,  caufed  a 
continual  influx  of  Grangers  among  them  both 
in  Europe  and  in  the  Indies.  It  mull  here  be 
obferved,  that  this  commerce  was  much  more 
advantageous  than  it  has  been  fince  that  period  ; 
becaufe  the  Portuguefe  having  no  competitors, 
found  no  oppofition  to  the  tolls  which  they  iru- 
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pofed  upon  merchandize  the  productions  of  the 
country.  On  the  one  fide  they  depreciated,  on 
the  other  enhanced,  to  an  extraordinary  degree, 
the  value  of  the  European  merchandize,  of  which 
they  were  the  only  diftributors.  Thus  they  ac¬ 
cumulated  immenfe  fortunes,  which  having  at¬ 
tained  to  their  utmoft  extent  among  individuals, 
and  the  nation  in  general,  declined  rapidly,  by 
that  deftruftive  corruption  which  is  infeparable 
from  overgrown  wealth,  as  well  as  by  foreign 
caufes. 

When  that  enthufiafm  for  glory  which  had 
guided  the  firfi:  Portuguefe  adventurers  to'  more 
opulent  countries  had  fubfided,  and  when  their 
power  was  fully  eftablifhed,  there  remained  no¬ 
thing  for  thofe  who  followed  them  but  a  defire 
to  amafs  wealth.  Thefe  fordid  views  introduced 
a  corruption  of  morals,  the  confequence  of  im¬ 
menfe  riches,  abfolute  power,  and  exceffive 
luxury.  That  fincere  piety,  that  generous  cou¬ 
rage,  and  the  indefatigable  induftry,  which  had 
made  the  firfi:  conquerors  be  confidered  as  fu- 
perior  to  humanity,  foon  difappeared.  Their 
fucceflors  became  lazy  and  indolent,  cowardly, 
and  debauched.  Difcord  prevailed  among  thofe 
who  governed  ■,  and  by  inconveniences  which 
it  was  impoffible  for  the  mother  country  to  ob¬ 
viate  fpeedily,  at  fuch  a  diftance,  there  arofe 
fever al  viceroys  at  the  fame  time,  who  difputed 
with  each  other  for  the  fupreine  authority.  The 
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confequence  was,  that  the  chiefs  made  them= 
felves  independent,  while  infubordination  pre¬ 
vailed  among  the  people,  and  want  of  difcipline 
among  the  troops.  The  unfortunate  Hate  of 
Portugal,  which,  by  the  imprudence  and  tragi¬ 
cal  death  of  its  king,  Don  Sebaftian,  had  fallen 
under  the  Spanilh  fceptre,  gave  a  mortal  blow 
to  the  important  colony  ill  India.  It  found  it- 
felf  involved  in  the  wars  which  Spain  carried 
on  in  Europe ;  and  it  experienced  the  effedls  of 
them  at  a  time  when  the  Portuguefe  had  excited 
the  hatred  of  the  Indians  by  their  imperious  cha- 
ratler,  the  feverity  of  their  government,  and 
their  obftinacy  in  endeavouring  to  expel  from 
the  country  the  Arabs,  the  Meftize,  and  the 
blacks,  their  only  rivals  in  commerce. 

Hitherto  oppreffied,  and  unable  to  refift  the 
great  forces  which  arrived  every  year  from  Lifbon, 
thefe  mahometans  maintained  with  difficulty  a 
precarious  commerce.  They  emerged,  however, 
with  ardour  from  that  ftate  of  fubjefclion  as  foon 
as  they  could  flatter  them  felves  with  the  hopes 
of  being  fupported  by  the  Dutch,  with  whom 
they  made  a  common  caufe  again!!  the  Portu¬ 
guefe.  Enured  to  fatigue,  and  firmly  united  ; 
having  every  thing  to  hope,  and  nothing  to 
lofe;  thefe  induftrious  Hollanders  were  engaged 
again!!  a  nation  divided  in  its  councils,  depraved 
in  its  morals,  and  detetled  by  its  fubjecls  and 
neighbours;  fo  that  they  even  found  means  to 
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eftablifh  themfelves  in  fome  of  the  diftant 
iflands.  Afiifted  by  frefh  recruits,  which  arrived 
from  the  Netherlands,  they  fupplanted  the  Por- 
tuguefe,  and  (tripped  them  of  their  domains  by 
intrigue,  in  lefs  time  than  the  latter  had  ac¬ 
quired  them  by  the  force  of  their  arms. 

The  Portuguefe  had  five  principal  fettlements 
for  their  commerce:  Goa  the  capital,  Mozam¬ 
bique,  Ormuz,  Mafcate,  Ceylon,  and  Malacca. 

The  ifland  of  Mozambique,  though  adjacent 
to  the  coaft  of  Africa,  if  confidered  in  a  com¬ 
mercial  view,  belongs  rather  to  India.  It  is  fi- 
tuated  at  the  diftance  of  half  a  league  from  the 
continent.  Its  bay  forms  a  port,  and  it  has  an  ex¬ 
cellent  fortrefs.  It  is  inhabited  by  people  of  all 
nations,  and  all  religions,  to  the  number  of  about 
three  or  four  thoufand.  The  foil  is  exceedingly 
barren;  but  all  the  conveniences  of  life  are  pro¬ 
cured  from  the  continent,  as  well  as  rich  mer¬ 
chandize,  fuch  as  gold  in  bars  and  in  duft,  fil- 
ver,  ebony,  ivory,  the  beft  Haves  on  the  coaft, 
cattle,  poultry,  palm  wine,  fruits,  and  roots  ;  for 
which  they  give  in  exchange  Spanifh  and  Ca¬ 
nary  wine,  oil,  filk,  cotton-fluffs,  coral,  fhells 
which  ferve  as  money,  and  toys  of  all  kinds. 
This  government  is  very  produdtive,  and  a  for¬ 
tune  may  be  foon  acquired  in  it ;  but  at  the  ex- 
penfe  of  enduring  the  inconvenience  of  excef- 
five  heat,  and  running  the  rifle  of  the  unwhol- 
fomenefs  of  the  climate. 


Mozam¬ 

bique. 
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Ormuz. 


Ormuz,  fituated  at  the  entrance  of  the  Perfian. 
gulph,  is  a  rock  of  fait  without  a  drop  of  frefh 
water.  It  has  two  indifferent  ports,  but  in  the 
bay  fhips  may  lie  at  anchor  with  fafety.  Its  fi- 
tuation  has  long  rendered  it  one  of  the  moft  ce¬ 
lebrated  places  of  trade  in  the  eaft.  It  affords 
a  ftriking  example  of  what  may  _be  done  by 
commerce  ;  lince  with  this  fingle  rock,  and  a 
very  fmall  diftrift  oppofite  to  it  on  the  con¬ 
tinent,  the  kings  of  Ormuz  were  monarchs 
wrhofe  alliance  was  courted  by  the  moft  power¬ 
ful  fovereigns.  Its  ports  were  filled  with  fhips 
from  every  part  of  the  Indies;  from  the  coafts  of 
Afriea,  Egypt,  and  Arabia.  The  riches  they 
carried  thither  wrere  tranfported  chiefly  to  Baf- 
forah;  thence  by  the  caravan  to  Aleppo,  or  by 
fea  to  Suez,  and  afterwards  by  land  or  by  the 
Nile  to  Alexandria,  whither  the  Venetians  went 
to  receive  them.  This  was  the  principal  fource 
of  their  commerce. 

We  may  form  feme  opinion  of  that  of  Ormuz 
by  the  defeription  of  this  fmall  ifland  during  the 
two  feafons  of  its  being  vifited  by  foreign  na¬ 
tions,  in  January  and  February,  September  and 
October,  when  the  power  of  the  Portuguefe 
fnone  forth  in  its  full  fplendour.  Ormuz,  at 
that  time,  was  the  wonder  of  the  world.  A 
continual  ftir  was  obferved  among  thofe  who 
frequented  it  ;  fome  of  whom,  it  may  be  faid, 
came  from  the  remoteft  boundaries  of  the  globe. 
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to  collefl  the  fruits  of  traffic.  Every  thing  ex¬ 
hibited  a  fpeffacle  of  pleafure  and  of  joy.  The 
faline  dud  of  the  dreets  was  concealed  by  neat 
mats  and  rich  carpets.  The  palfengers  were 
protefted  from  the  fcorching  rays  of  the  mid-day 
fun  bv  awnings  which  projefted  from  the  roofs 
of  the  houfes.  The  apartments  next  the  ftreet 
were  decorated  with  Indian  cabinets,  and  piles  of 
the  mod  beautiful  porcelain,  intermixed  with 
fhrubs  and  odoriferous  plants  in  gilt  vafes,  orna¬ 
mented  with  various  figure's.  Camels  laden 
with  water  were  found  at  the  corners  of  all  the 
dreets.  The  mod  delicious  wines  of  Perfia,  the 
mod  exquifite  perfumes,  and  every  luxury  that 
the  eaft  can  furnifli,  were  difplayed  here  in  the 
utrnod  profufion. 

During  the  continuance  of  each  feafon,  which 
might  be  absut  fix  wreeks,  a  variety  of  different 
fcenes  attracted  the  notice  of  the  curious  ol> 
ferver.  Artifice  and  gravity  prevailed  on  the 
exchange  ;  an  air  of  officious  policenefs  drone 
forth  in  the  drops.  The  Portuguefe  officers, 
both  civil  and  military,  didinguifhed  thenrfelves 
by  haughty  looks  and  a  confequential  gait.  An 
air  of  admiration  and  contentment  was  difplayed 
in  the  eyes  of  the  fpeflators,  and  of  tranfport 
and  joy  in  the  public  places,  w7here  rope- 
dancers,  tumblers,  quacks,  fortune-tellers,  and 
other  people  of  the  like  kind,  exercifed  their 
talents  to  amufe  and  deceive  the  multitude. 
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The  caravans  from  Aleppo  to  Bailor  ah,  confin¬ 
ing  of  three  or  four  thoufand  camels,  and  five  or 
fix  thoufand  perfons,  brought  to  Ormuz  twice  a 
year  the  merchandize  of  Europe.  Thofe  which 
traverfed  Perfia,  and  which  were  no  lefs  richly 
laden,  completed  their  journey  alfo  at  Ormuz, 
whither  the  valuable  articles  of  India  were 
conveyed  bv  the  commerce  eftablilhed  with 
Malacca.  The  Portuguefe  exacted  duties  for 
all  merchandize  as  well  as  provifions,  and  re- 
ferved  to  themfelves  exclusively  fome  branches 
of  commerce,  fuch  as  that  with  pearls  and 
horfes ;  but  they  buffered  this  valuable  port  to  be 
taken  from  them  by  the  Perfians,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Englifh.  After  the  ifland  fell  under  the 
power  of  the  former,  the  trade  was  transferred 
to  Bender  ^.baffi,  but  not  in  the  hands  of  the 
Portuguefe.  Ormuz  has  been  depopulated. 
The  Dutch,  under  the  pretence  of  procuring 
ballaft,  carried  away  even  the  materials  of  the 
houfes.  At  prefent  it  is  deferted,  and  there 
fcarcely  remain  a  few  ruins  to  indicate  that  it 
was  formerly  the  grand  magazine  of  the  eaft. 

Mafcate.  js  fufBciently  feen  by  what  has  been  faid  of 

Mozambique  and  Ormuz  in  what  the  commerce 
of  India  chiefly  confifts,  what  are  its  objefts,  its 
advantages,  and  the  manner  of  carrying  it  on. 
I  {hall,  at  prefent,  therefore,  mention  only  fuch 
of  the  Portuguefe  poffeffions  as  appear  mofi 
worthy  of  notice,  either  among  thofe  they  retain. 
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or  thofe  they  have  ’oft.  Mafcate  is  among  the 
number  of  the  latter.  Situated  on  a  final]  bay 
of  Arabia  the  Happy,  poflefling  an  excellent 
harbour,  and  defended  by  natural  means,  aflifted 
by  thofe  of  art,  it  is  ftyled  a  terreftrial  paradife 
inhabited  by  angels.  It  is  a  terreftrial  paradife, 
becaufe  the  valleys  by  which  it  is  furrounded 
are  fertile,  and  covered  with  flowers ;  becaufe 
they  produce  all  our  fruits,  and  even  our  grapes, 
as  well  as  thofe  of  India;  and  becaufe  they  afford 
nourifhment  to  herds  of  cattle,  with  which  a 
great  trade  is  carried  on  as  well  as  with  the  pro¬ 
ductions  of  the  earth.  It  is  faid  to  be  inhabited 
by  angels,  becaufe  thefe  mahometan  fages  have 
purified  the  morality  of  the  Koran.  They 
abftain  not  only  from  wine  and  ftrong  liquors, 
but  even  from  tea  and  coffee,  as  beverages 
rather  fenfual  than  ufeful.  As  frugal  and  tem¬ 
perate  in  eating  as  they  are  in  other  things,  they 
have  no  law  againft  debauchery,  becaufe  it  is 
unknown  to  them.  They  are  ftrangers  alfo  to 
robbery;  and  juftice  is  exercifed  without  feve-  ' 
rity.  They  are  exceedingly  charitable,  and  their 
charity  is  the  offspring  of  mildnefs  and  benig¬ 
nity.  Their  commercial  bufinefs  is  tranfaCled  in 
the  day-time.  No  trade  is  allowed,  nor  are  the 
crews  of  any  veffel  fuffered  to  go  on  fhore,  after 
fun-fet.  An  Arab  prince  is  the  ruler  of  this 
town,  and  of  the  furrounding  diftriCf,  which 
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the  Portuguefe  loft  by  their  pride  and  injuftice 
towards  other  trading  nations. 

On  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  in  general,  as  far  as 
Cane  Comorin,  of  which  the  Portuguefe  for¬ 
merly  had  almoft  the  exclufive  poffeffion,  they 
are  now  intermixed  with  the  Englilh,  the 
Dutch,  the  French,  and  the  petty  fovereigns  of 
the  country,  who  have  fuccefiively  recovered 
a  great  part  of  their  poffeffions.  Die,  ftill  a 
conliderable  town,  fituated  on  an  agreeable 
peninfula,  is  the  mart  of  Guzarat.  Yelfels  are 
attracted  thither  by  the  provifions  and  other 
refrefhments,  which  the  Portuguefe  take  care  to 
provide  at  a  reafonable  price.  Daman  with- 
ftood  the  attack  of  Aureng-Zeb.  Its  commerce 
has  been  cruihed  by  the  Englilh  at  Bombay, 
who  caufed  the  Portuguefe  to  cede  to  them  that 
port,  which  is  the  bell  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar. 
Chaul  has  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  Portu¬ 
guefe,  but  they  have  loft  Onor.  It  is  in  the 
poffeiiion  of  the  natives,  as  well  as  Cananor, 
Calicut,  Cranganor  and  Coulam,  all  places  of 
importance  for  the  pepper  trade.  The  Dutch 
obliged  the  Portuguefe  to  reftore  them  to  the 
natives,  by  forming  alliances  with  fome  of  them 
themfelves. 

The  Maldivia  iflands  are  defpifed  by  the 
Portuguefe  writers  as  being  of  little  utility,  and 
peopled  by  wretched  and  barbarous  inhabitants. 
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But  the  king  of  thefe  i (lands,  the  number  of 
which  is  not  known,  ftyles  himfelf,  Sultan  of  the 
thirteen  provinces  and  twelve  thoufand  ijlei.  Nei¬ 
ther  the  one  or  the  other  are  entitled  to  credit. 
Thefe  ifles  are  not  of  fo  much  importance  as 
their  fovereign  imagines ;  nor  of  fo  little  confer 
quence  as  the  Portuguefe  with  to  make  us  be¬ 
lieve.  They  requeued  permiffion  to  conftrudt  a 
fort  in  Male  the  capital.  Their  requeft  was 
readily  granted  ;  but  no  fooner  did  they  find 
themfelves  protected  by  a  wretched  fofs,  and  a 
rampart  of  fafcines,  than  they  began  to  act  the 
matters,  though  in  number  only  feventeen. 
They  were,  however,  all  put  to  death  by  the 
inhabitants,  who  never  after  would  admit  any¬ 
more  of  them.  They  have  loft  alfo  the  protection 
of  the  pearl-fifhery,  which  is  near,  the  Maldives  \ 
a  protection  of  great  utility  taken  from  them  by 
the  Dutch,  when  they  deprived  them  of  a  more 
important  poffeffion,  the  ifland  of  Ceylon.  All 
the  names  given  ro  this  ifle  are  epithets  ex- 
preffive  of  praife ;  the  facred  land  ;  the  fertile 
land ;  the  darling  of  the  earth.  It  is  one  of  the 
largeft  and  richeft  iflands  in  the  world.  It  pro¬ 
duces  long-pepper,  fine  cotton,  ivory,  filk,  to¬ 
bacco,  ebony,  mufk,  cryftal,  faltpetre,  lead,  iron, 
fteel,  copper,  precious  (tones,  elephants ;  and, 
what  is  of  more  importance  than  all  thefe,  cin¬ 
namon. 

From  Ceylon  it  was  natural  for  the  Portu- 
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guefe  to  ftretch  along  the  coaft  of  Coromandel, 
which  was  before  their  eyes  ;  but  they  eftablifh- 
ed  there  only  a  few  fadloi  ies  for  their  commerce  : 
Negapatnam,  which  was  taken  from  them  by 
the  Dutch,  and  St.  Thomas,  orMeliapour,  which 
at  prefent  belongs  to  the  Moors.  Traverfing 
the  gulph,  they  proceeded  thence  to  Pegu, 
where  thev  loft  their  credit  bv  the  lafcivious  im- 
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prudence  of  one  of  their  generals,  who  caufed 
the  rnoft  beautiful  females  to  be  brought  to  him 
for  his  private  pleafures  Other  political  and 
mercantile  faults  reduced  almoft  to  nothing  the 
trade  which  they  carried  on  at  Siam.  'I1  heir 
dilafters  followed  each  other  in  rapid  fucceftion, 
and  increafed  as  foon  as  they  had  fullered  them- 
felves  to  be  deprived  of  Malacca,  built  on  the 
extremity  of  a  peninfula,  in  the  moft  advanta¬ 
geous  fituation  for  fecuring  the  ifles  of  Sonda, 
which  are  now  become  the  property  of  the 
Dutch. 

s©nca ifles.  jf  we  follow  the  Portuguefe  to  the  Sonda 
ifles  and  the  Moluccas,  we  fhall  find  the  fame 
fucceffes  and  the  fame  reverfes  of  fortune.  At 
Sumatra,  thev  could  not  obtain  leave  to  con- 
ft  rue!  a  fortrefs,  and  were  obliged  to  content 
themfelves  with  liberty  to  trade.  The  pirates 
of  Java,  inftead  of  being  intimidated  by  the 
large  Portuguefe  galleys,  made  defeents  on  their 
coafts ;  but  their  kings,  petty  princes  among 
whom  little  harmony  prevailed,  were  not  able 
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to  avoid  the  payment  of  a  fmall  tribute.  At 
Borneo  they  entered  into  a  treaty,  and  both 
parties  found  more  advantage  in  an  amicable 
arrangement,  than  they  could  have  done  in  a 
war.  The  natives  of  this  ifland  have  abandoned 
the  coafts  to  the  Moors,  and  retired  to  the  in¬ 
terior  part  of  the  country,  where  they  retain 
their  ancient  manners,  and  their  religion.  They 
do  not  worth  ip  idols;  their  offerings,  which 
confift  of  perfumes,  are  prefented  to  that  god 
alone  who  rewards  the  good  in  heaven,  and 
punifhes  the  wicked  in  hell.  They  confine 
themfelves  to  one  wife  :  and  conjugal  infidelity 
in  both  fexes  is  punifhed  with  death.  Their 
various  tribes  live  in  great  amity  with  each  other. 
The  Macaffars,  or  inhabitants  of  the  ifle  of  Ce¬ 
lebes,  are  mahometans  by  accident.  Having 
become  tired  of  the  abfurd  religion  which  they 
profeffed,  they  fent  to  the  governor  of  Malacca, 
and  the  queen  of  Achem,  to  requefi:  from  the 
one  chriftian  priefts,  and  from  the  other  ma- 
hometan  doctors.  The  latter  arrived  firfi.  It 
was  in  vain  for  the  miffionaries,  who  followed, 
to  preach :  the  religion  of  Mahomet  prevailed. 
The  Macaffars  are  accounted  the  braveft  and 
moft  intrepid  of  all  the  Indians.  They  are  ce¬ 
lebrated  alfo  for  their  great  knowledge  in  regard 
to  poifons ;  they  have  fome,  the  effects  of  which 
are  fo  violent,  that  to  fmell  them,  or  touch  them, 
is  inftant  death.  In  thefe  poifcms  they  dip  the 
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Muloccas. 

JtewGuinea 


points  of  fmall  darts,  which  they  difcharge  to  a 
confiderable  didance,  with  great  precifion,  from 
hollow  tubes.  They  poifon  alfo  fome  of  their 
poinards,  fo  that  a  flight  fcratch  from  them 
proves  mortal. 

The  Portuguefe  formed  fettlements  alfo  at  the 
Moluccas.  The  Spaniards  under  Charles  V. 
pretended  that  thefe  iflands  were  not  included' 
in  the  part  granted  to  the  Portuguefe  by  the 
demarcation  of  Martin  V.  The  two  nations 
were  on  the  point  of  entering  into  hoflilities 
refpedting  their  diftant  pofieflions ;  but  the  em¬ 
peror,  embarraffed  by  his  wars  in  Europe,  re- 
ligned  his  right  for  a  fum  of  money.  The  Por¬ 
tuguefe  behaved  here  with  great  cruelty.  Their 
own  hiftorians  acknowledge  that  they  robbed 
the  inhabitants  without  remorfe  ;  maflfacred  them 
without  mercy  ;  fwore  to  treaties  which  they 
had  no  intention  of  obferving ;  deceived  their 
kings,  and  deftroyed  them  by  poifon  or  afiafli- 
nation.  The  valuable  fruits  of  thefe  iflands, 
cloves  and  nutmegs,  which  ought  to  have  en- 
fured  happinefs  to  the  inhabitants,  were  the  caufe 
of  misfortune,  by  the  avarice  of  thofe  wrho  wifii- 
ed  for  the  exclufive  pofleffion  of  thefe  fpices. 

The  mod  important  of  thefe  iflands  are  in 
number  five,  which  all  lie  in  fight  of  each  other. 
Ternate  produces  abundance  of  cloves.  The 
inhabitants  perceiving  that  thefe  fatal  riches  ex- 
pofed  them  to  the  perfecution  of  the  Portu- 
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guefe,  burnt  all  the  clove  trees,  and  retired  to  the 
interior  part  of  the  ifland  ;  but  the  allies,  in  the 
courfe  of  a  few  years,  rendered  the  foil  fo  fertile, 
that  it  produced  more  than  ever.  This  ifland  is 
governed  by  a  king,  who  can  bring  into  the  field 
a  hundred  thoufand  men.  That. of  Tidor  is  no 
lefs  powerful.  The  other  iflands,  called  Metil, 
Machian,  and  Labora,  produce  abundance  of 
cloves  alfo.  They  experienced  fo  much  bad 
treatment  from  the  Portuguefe  during  the  time 
they  had  them  in  their  poffeffion,  which  was 
about  a  century,  that  they  were  almoft  convert¬ 
ed  into  deferts.  It  would  appear,  that  attempts 
to  make  the  natives  embrace  chriftianity  had  a 
great  fhare  in  the  perfections  which  drove  thefe 
people  to  defpair,  becaufe  when  they  admitted 
the  Dutch  among  them,  they  made  it  an  article 
in  their  treaties,  that  they  fhould  not  be  molefted 
on  account  of  their  religion.  From  the  Moluc¬ 
cas  the  Portuguefe  -  proceeded  to  New  Guinea, 
which  has  been  called  alfo  the  country  of  the 
Papoos.  There  is  found  here  a  race  of  men, 
whofe  eyes  are  incapable  of  enduring  the  light 
of  the  fun,  but  who  in  the  night-time  are  ac¬ 
tive  and  lively.  The  productions  of  this  country 
being  incapable  of  procuring  great  riches,  it 
was  foon  abandoned  by  the  Portuguefe. 

They  had,  however,  opened  a  very  advan¬ 
tageous  trade  with  China  and  Japan  ;  but  they 
loft  it,  as  they  did  the  reft,  by  their  imprudence. 
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Notwithftanding  the  natural  averfion  which  the 
Chinefe  have  to  ftrangers,  a  fleet  of  eight  fhips, 
richly  laden,  which  Albuquerque  had  difpatch- 
ed,  was  well  received  at  Canton  ;  but  while  the 
chiefs  of  the  expedition  were  gaining  the  friend- 
fliip  of  the  Chinefe  in  the  town  by  their  honefty 
in  trading,  and  their  difintereftednefs,  the  cap¬ 
tains  of  the  fhips,  which  had  remained  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  together  with  their  officers, 
began  to  treat  the  Chinefe  as  they  had  treated  ali 
the  other  nations  of  India.  They  landed  cannon, 
took  whatever  pleafed  them  at  fuch  a  price  as 
they  thought  proper,  and  committed  other  a£ls 
of  violence.  The  viceroy  being  informed  of 
thefe  proceedings,  equipped  a  fleet  with  all 
fpeed  ;  furrounded  the  Portuguefe  fquadron, 
and  would  certainly  have  taken  it,  had  it  not 
been  faved  by  a  ftorm.  By  means  of  long-con¬ 
tinued  fupplication,  and  a  piece  of  fervice  which 
they  rendered  to  the  Chinefe  in  freeing  them 
from  a  troublefome  pirate,  they  obtained  per- 
miflion  to  eftablifli  themfelves  at  Macao.  Though 
the  place  is  final],  and  affords  little  accommo¬ 
dation,  they  received  this  prefent  with  grati¬ 
tude,  becaufe  it  contains  an  excellent  harbour. 
The  town  is  fortified  in  the  European  manner. 
The  Chinefe,  though  the  moft  fufpicious  people 
in  the  world,  never  conceived  any  umbrage  on 
account  of  this  fortification,  becaufe  they  have 
taken  fuch  precautions,  that  they  are  abfolute 
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mailers  of  the  Portuguefe,  who  have  never  more 
provifions  than  are  fufficient  for  a  few  days,  and 
who  are  fo  well  watched,  that  they  never  can 
undertake  any  thing  to  the  prejudice  of  the  em¬ 
pire. 

The  Japanefe  freed  themfelves  from  thefe  JaP1!u 
cares  bv  expelling  the  Portuguefe  for  ever. 

They  had  granted  them  great  liberty  in  the  king¬ 
dom.  They  went  and  came  as  they  pleafed  ; 
traverfed  the  provinces,  and  bought  and  fold 
without  experiencing  any  oblfacles  or  reftraint. 

They  were  even  fuffered  to  propagate  their  re¬ 
ligion.  In  a  little  time  it  made  great  progrefs;  it 
was  embraced  by  fome  of  ihe  Japanefe  princes, 
and  increafed  fo  much  as  to  give  umbrage. 

The  imprudence  of  an  ambaffador  of  Philip  II. 
after  the  union  of  the  crown  of  Portugal  to  that 
of  Spain,  added  flrength  to  the  fufpicions  of  the 
government.  This  envoy  pointing  out  one  day 
on  a  map,  with  an  affefled  air,  the  extent  of 
his  mailer’s  dominions  in  the  Eall  and  Weft  In¬ 
dies,  a  Japanefe  alked  him  how  his  mafter  had 
been  able  to  acquire  fuch  vaft  poffeffions,  at  fo 
y  great  a  diftance  from  his  hereditary  Hates,  The 
ambaffador  replied,  “  By  firft  fending  miffion- 
ts  aries  to  convert  the  inhabitants  to  chriftian- 
“  ity,  and  then  troops  to  affift  the  new  converts 
f<  to  fhake  off  the  yoke  of  the  infidel  princes.” 

The  emperor  thought  that  he  law  this  fyftem 
of  invalion  realifed  in  the  refiftance  which  the 
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chrifrians  made  to  the  orders  ilfued  againft  their 
religion.  They  affembled  in  a  body,  fought, 
and  were  beat;  and  a  refolution  was  then  form¬ 
ed  to  expel  for  ever  the  Portuguefe  who  had 
introduced  a  religion  fo  refractory.  Two  fhips 
which  had  arrived  from  Macao  in  the- harbour  of 
Nangazacki  to  trade  as  ufual,  received  this  ruin¬ 
ous  and  humiliating  decree.  The  commander 
was  allured  that  thefe  two  fhips  would  be  the 
laft  fuffered  to  enter  the  ports  or  Japan,  and  that 
all  thofe  which  fhould  dare  to  appear  there  in 
future  would  be  treated  as  enemies.  Never  was 
a  fentence  put  in  execution  with  more  rigour. 
Four  Portuguefe  gentlemen,  fenlible  of  the  great 
advantage  which  the  re-eftablifhment  of  this 
commerce  would  be  to  their  nation,  ventured 
to  land  at  Japan,  under  the  title  of  ambalfadors  ; 
but  they,  and  the  greater  part  of  their  retinue, 
amounting  to  fixty-one  perfons,  were  beheaded. 
The  Japanefe  faved  only  thirteen  of  them  to  na¬ 
vigate  a  wretched  veffel,  in  order  that  they 
might  carry  back  to  Macao  an  account  of  what 
had  paffed,  and  the  threat  of  a  like  fate  to  all 
thofe  who  fhould  dare  to  appear  on  their  coafts. 
Some  Portuguefe  even  who  had  conveyed  to  Ja¬ 
pan  a  few  of  the  natives,  whom  they  had  faved 
after  being  fli  ip  wrecked,  and  had  treated  wdth 
humanity,  received  no  other  anfwer  than  thanks, 
and  an  order  never  to  return.  The  Dutch,  by 
their  intrigues  and  accufations,  had  a  great  in- 
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fluence  in  regard  to  thefe  fevere  refolutions, 
which  configned  into  their  hands  this  lucrative 
branch  of  the  Portuguefe  trade,  to  the  exclus¬ 
ion  of  all  other  nations. 

Such  then  is  the  Ikeleton  of  the  Portuguefe 
trade  in  India,  weakened  and  confumed  like  a 
man  exhaufted  by  years.  Goa,  the  fuperb  Goa, 
unrivalled  in  regard  to  the  advantages  and  beauty 
ofits  fituation,  exhibits  evident  marks  of  its  de¬ 
cline.  The  public  edifices  ftill  retain  a  majeftic 
appearance;  the  houfes  are  handfome,  and  the 
bed  built  in  India;  but  they  are  by  far  too  nu¬ 
merous  for  the  inhabitants.  The  latter  amount  to 
nearly  twenty  thoufand.  The  Portuguefe  form 
the  fmalleft  part  of  them  ;  the  Meftizos  are  the 
next  in  number,  and  after  them  the  Canarians, 
or  natives  of  the  country,  who  are  black  like 
the  Ethiopians,  but  have  long  hair,  and  regular 
features.  The  remainder  of  the  people  is  com- 
pofed  of  a  multitude  of  negro  Haves,  and  other 
idolaters  of  different  nations.  A  great  part  of 
the  town  is  occupied  by  the  convents.  The  je- 
fuits  had  here  five  houfes,  and  thefe  were  not 
too  many  for  the  trade  which,  it  is  faid,  they 
carried  on.  The  commerce  here  is  however  no 
longer  carried  on  by  the  Portuguefe.  Being  all 
military  officers,  judges,  receivers  of  the  public 
revenues,  or  dignified  clergy,  they  think  it  un¬ 
worthy  of  their  grandeur  to  have  any  concern 
in  mercantile  affairs.  The  whole  profit  arid 
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ing  from  commerce,  the  duties  or  other  emolil-* 
ments  deftined  for  the  royal  treafury,  are  fwal- 
lowed  up  by  their  falaries,  and  very  little  is 
tranfmitted  to  Lifbon.  The  inhabitants  of  Goa 
are  faid  to  be  almoft  all  haughty,  infolent,  jealous, 
revengeful,  and  wretched  j  the  women,  proud 
and  lafcivious,  and  the  moli  expert  poifoners  in 
the  world  :  the  clergy  live  in  luxury,  and  are 
exceedingly  rich.  The  inquifition  here,  though 
of  horrid  celebrity,  is  not  fo  formidable  as  fome 
have  pretended.  It  retains  no  powrer  but  over 
thofe  who  profefs  chriftianity. 

Notwithftanding  its  exhaufted  hate,  it  would 
not  be  impoffible,  with  application  and  induftry, 
to  infpire  new  life  into  this  enervated  body.  The 
greater  part  of  the  Portuguefe  fettlements  ftill 
remain  in  their  hands,  which  is  a  great  advan¬ 
tage  to  a  commercial  people.  Their  chara&er 
is  not  fo  much  blafted  as  not  to  be  ftill  accom¬ 
panied  with  fome  efteem.  They  have  fources 
of  correfpondence  already  formed  ;  they  are  not 
deftitute  of  capitals  ■,  and  it  is  only  requifite  that 
they  fliould  turn  them  to  advantage  themfelves, 
and  not  abandon  them  to  the  management  of 
mercenaries  who  deceive  them.  It  would  be 
neceffary  alfo  to  introduce  fome  reformation  in 
morals,  particularly  in  regard  to  mixed  mar¬ 
riages,  which  from  the  fecond  generation  cor¬ 
rupt  the  Portuguefe  blood,  and  fubftitute  arro¬ 
gant  indolence  in  the  room  of  haughtinefs*  the 
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mofl  prominent  feature  in  the  chara£ter  of  that 
nation. 

The  demarcation  of  Martin  V.  folicited  by 
the  Portuguefe,  as  already  faid,  was  confider- 
ed  as  an  irrefragable  title  which  fecured  to 
them  the  exclufive  property  of  the  Indies,  be- 
caufe  they  imagined  that  it  was  impoffible  to  go 
thither  except  by  the  route  they  had  purfued  ; 
and  that  thefe  rich  countries  would  of  courfe  be 
always  within  the  line  by  which  their  property 
was  bounded.  Ferdinand  Magalhins,  however, 
known  under  the  name  of  Magellan,  having 
been  prefent  at  the  difcovery  of  the  Moluccas  by 
the  Portuguefe,  conceived  that  a  paflage  might 
be  found  thither,  different  from  that  by  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  and  the  Indian  feasj  and  that 
thefe  rich  ifles,  being  then  difcovered  beyond 
the  Portuguefe  line  of  demarcation,  might  be¬ 
come  the  property  of  thofe  who  landed  on  them 
by  this  new  route.  He  had  fcarcely  begun  to  en¬ 
tertain  thefe  ideas,  when  he  returned  to  Portu¬ 
gal,  and  being  refufed  a  fmall  augmentation  to 
his  pay  which  he  demanded,  he  entered  into  the 
fervice  of  Spain. 

When  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella,  the  foverewns 
of  Caftile  and  Leon,  had  added  to  their  united 
Hates  America,  difcovered  by  Chriftopher  Co¬ 
lumbus-,  they  procured  from  Alexander  VI.  af¬ 
ter  the  example  of  Don  Henry,  a  demarcation 
of  their  new  domains.  Magellan,  difgufted  by 

D  2 


Commerce 
ef  the  Spani¬ 
ards. 


0 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY, 

the  council  of  Portugal,  prefented  himfelf  ta 
the  council  of  Spain,  under  Charles  V.  and  pro- 
pofed  to  him  the  acquifition  of  the  fpice 
iflands;  alluring  him  at  the  fame  time,  that  it 
would  be  no  infringement  of  the  right  given  to 
the  Portuguefe  by  the  bull  of  Martin  V.  as  that 
of  Alexander  VI.  afligned  thefe  ifles  to  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  by  opening  a  route  which  would  conduct 
them  through  the  Great  Southern  Ocean,  with¬ 
out  touching  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or 
eroding  the  Indian  feas.  The  quedion  was,  to 
difeover  this-route.  Magellan  pointed  it  out  at  a 
part  of  the  globe  where  different  countries  were 
fuppofed  to  lie  contiguous  to  each  other.  His 
obfervations  had  induced  him  to  fuppofe  that  a 
palfage  might  be.  found  between  them  ;  and  the 
council  of  Spain  furnifhed  him  with  velfels  to 
make  the  attempt.  Magellan,  as  he  had  pro- 
mifed,  proceeded  by  this  new  route  to  fome 
iflands  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Moluccas, 
and  the  drait  through  which  he  paffed  dill  re¬ 
tains  his  name.  He  had  no  other  reward  for 
his  fuccefs  ;  having  expofed  himfelf  imprudent¬ 
ly  on  one  of  thefe  idands,  he  was  killed  by  the 
favages. 

The  Portuguefe  were  alarmed  at  this  difeo- 
\;ery,  which  feemedto  threaten  the  ruin  of  the 
chief  foundation  of  their  opulence.  They  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  bull  of  Martin  V.  The  Spaniards 
oppofed  to  it  that  of  Alexander  VI.  The  two 
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nations  were  on  the  point  of  coming  to  a  rup¬ 
ture  ;  but  the  Portuguefe,  in  order  to  prevent  it, 
made  propofals  of  money  to  Charles  V.  This 
prince,  who  was  always  needy,  buffered  them,  in 
oppofition  to  the  council  of  Spain,  to  keep  pof- 
feffion  of  thefe  iflands,  but  without  renouncing 
his  right.  The  Spaniards  afferted  it  under 
Philip  II.  his  fon.  They  fent  a  fquadron  by 
the  ftrait  of  Magellan  to  take  poffeffion  of  the 
ifles  at  which  he  had  landed  ;  and  from  the 
name  of  their  king  called  them  the  Philippines. 
The  hoftilities,  on  account  of  this  poffeffion,  be¬ 
tween  the  Portuguefe  and  the  Spaniards,  ceafed 
in  thofe  feas  when  the  two  monarchies  formed 
only  one  by  their  union  after  the  death  of  Don 
Sebaftian  king  of  Portugal.  When  thefe  king- 
doms  were  again  feparated,  on  the  acceffion  of 
the  houfe  of  Braganza  to  the  throne  of  Portugal, 
the  Philippines  were  annexed,  and  are  (till  fo,  to 
Spain.  It  is  to  be  remarked  then  that  the  iffuing 
of  two  bulls,  confidered  perhaps  by  thofe  who 
gave  and  thofe  who  received  them  as  a  piece 
of  vain  formality,  was  the  caufe  of  an  enterprise 
highly  ufeful  to  the  progrefs  of  navigation. 

The  Chinefe  hiftorians  fay  that  their  country¬ 
men  were  matters  of  thefe  iflands;  the  Ja- 
panefe  make  a  pretence  of  the  like  kind  :  but 
the  former,  more  avaricious,  have  often  endea¬ 
voured  to  difturb  the  Spaniards  in  their  poffef¬ 
fion  ;  fo  that,  before  they  were  firmly  eftablifhed, 
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they  had  to  defend  themfelves  againft  furprize 
from  the  Chinefe,  the  jealoufy  of  the  Portu- 
guefe,  the  efforts  of  the  Moors  and  Arabs 
leagued  together  to  expel  thefe  new  guefts, 
the  ferocity  of  the  favage  natives,  and,  above 
all,  the  malevolence  of  the  Dutch.  Matters 
proceeded  fo  far,  that  it  was  ferioufly  deliberated 
in  Spain  whether  the  Philippines  fhould  not  be 
abandoned  ;  and  they  are  dill  retained,  not  fo 
much  for  the  fake  of  profiting  by  them,  as  to 
prevent  the  profit  of  others ;  but  the  pretence 
held  out  by  the  pious  Spaniards  was,  that  the 
favages  whom  they  had  begun  to  convert  might 
not  be  differed  to  relapfe  into  their  former 
errors. 

The  chief  illand  of  the  Philippines  is  called 
Luconia,  and  its  capital  Manilla.  It  may  be 
about  four  hundred  leagues  in  circumference  ; 
and  is  admirably  fituated,  at  the  diftance  of  fixty 
leagues  from  China,  and  a  hundred  and  fixty 
from  Japan.  It  commands,  by  its  pofition,  an 
archipelago,  faid  to  confift  of  eleven  hundred 
iflands,  great  and  fmall.  It  has  oppofite  to  it 
Malacca,  Siam,  Camboja,  and  Cochinchina  ;  and 
Is  furnifhed  with  a  large  and  excellent  harbour. 
The  climate,  in  general,  is  warm  and  moift. 
The  rains,  winds,  dorms,  thunder,  and  inunda¬ 
tions,  all  take  place  at  certain  regular  periods. 
The  days  and  the  nights  are  always  equal.  On 
account  of  the  fertility  of  the  foil  the  growth  of 
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all  forts  of  productions  is  fpeedy  and  prodigious: 
The  trees  are  covered  at  the  fame  time  with 
bloffoms  and  with  fruits.  Rice  grows  every- 
where,  and  almoft  without  cultivation.  The 
meadows  are  in  a  ftate  of  vegetation  in  every 
feafon.  Among  the  animals  found  here  is  the 
civet-cat,  the  mufk  of  which  is  much  efteemed. 
A  great  deal  of  amber  is  caft  on  fhore  by  the 
fea  ;  and  wax  cofts  only  the  trouble  of  collecting 
it  in  the  forefts.  There  is  no  country  more 
abundant  or  in  which  people  might  live  fo 
agreeably  were  they  not  often  alarmed  by  earth¬ 
quakes.  The  dull  on  which  the  inhabitants 
tread  is  gold,  and  fome  of  it  is  picked  up  in  the 
rivers  ;  but  the  Indians  will  not  dig  the  earth 
to  fearch  for  it,  becaufe  the  Spaniards  take  it 
from  them.  As  thefe  imperious  matters,  how¬ 
ever,  require  fome  by  way  of  tribute,  their  fub- 
jeCts  colleCt  about  fifteen  hundred  pounds  of  it 
annually. 

It  is  inhabited  by  people  of  various  kinds : 
Moors,  called  Tagales,  from  Borneo  }  Malays 
from  Malacca  j  painted  Indians,  called  Pintados , 
•who  are  believed  to  be  the  aborigines  of  thq 
country;  and  blacks,  named  Negrillos ,  enthufiafts 
for  liberty,  and  mifchievous  to  each  other. 
Thofe  at  the  top  of  a  mountain  are  enemies  to 
thofe  who  inhabit  the  middle  ;  and  thofe  on  the 
middle  perfecute  thofe  at  the  bottom.  They  all, 
however,  unite  againft  the  Spaniards,  who  give 
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them  no  quarter;  but  they  live  in  harmony  with 
another  nation,  called  Tinghians,  fuppofed  to  be 
defcended  from  the  Japanefe,  a  mild,  fociable 
people,  who  never  do  any  hurt  except  when 
attempts  are  made  againft  their  liberty.  In  the 
laft  place,  the  Chinefe  are  here  very  numerous, 
chiefly  around  Manilla,  though  they  are  forbid¬ 
den  to  remain  in  the  ifland  beyond  Hated  periods. 
They  are  neverthelefs  tolerated,  but  treated 
with  fe  verity. 

The  ifland  of  Luconia,  or  Manilla,  as  it  is. 
moft  commonly  called,  prefents  a  cultivated  and 
polifhed  country,  beautiful  women,  agreeable 
gardens,  and  well-built  houfes,  though  con- 
flru&ed  of  wood,  on  account  of  the  earthquakes. 
Manilla  is  the  refidence  of  an  archbifhop,  who 
has  three  fuffragan  bifhops  in  the  other  iflands. 
The  captain-general  is  dignified  with  the  title 
of  viceroy.  He  has  under  his  command  nearly 
four  thoufand  men.  He  prefides  alfo  in  the 
civil  tribunal.  The  tribute  paid  by  the  Indians 
is  a  capitation  tax;  but  it  is  paid  in  productions, 
and  fuch  as  are  moft  common  in  the  ifland. 

There  are  very  few  particulars  in  regard  to  the 
iflands  dependent  on  Luconia,  which  do  not 
form  a  part  of  the  general  defcription.  The 
largefl,  next  to  Luconia,  is  Mindanao,  which 
produces  fugar-canes  and  cinnamon.  It  muft, 
however,  be  obferved,  that  all  this  archipelago 
does  not  belong  to  the  Spaniards.  The  ifle  of 
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Xolo  is  fubjeft  to  a  king  of  its  own.  This  is  the 
pnly  one  of  the  Philippines  in  which  there  are 
elephants.  It  is  the  centre  of  the  commerce 
carried  on  by  the  Moors,  and  the  Mecca  of 
this  archipelago:  but  thefe  mahometans  are  not 
rigid.  They  are  acquainted  with  only  three  ar¬ 
ticles  of  their  religion  :  to  eat  no  pork  ;  to  be 
circumcifed ;  and  to  maintain  a  plurality  of 
wives.  They  all  agree  in  placing  great  faith  in 
augury  and  predictions.  They  are  remarkably 
temperate.  Though  furrounded  by  fpices,  they 
never  make  ufe  of  them.  Their  drefs  is  fi  triple, 
and  each  is  his  own  taylor.  The  women  even 
are  not  very  ambitious  of  ornaments.  Their 
cuftoms  approach  near  to  thofe  of  Barbary  and 
Africa.  If  a  father  expends  any  money  for  his 
fon,  or  redeems  him  from  flavery,  he  confiders 
him  as  his  own  have  ;  the  fon  does  the  fame  in 
regard  to  the  father:  they  are  much  addicted  to 
piracy. 

The  commerce  of  the  Philippines  from  one 
ifland  to  another  is  confiderable  ;  but  it  is  more 
important  with  the  C’ninefe,  who  carry  thither, 
|n  great  abundance,  their  own  merchandize, 
and  that  of  Japan.  That  with  America  is  car¬ 
ried  on  by  a  firft-rate  veflfel  deeply  laden,  which 
departs  every  year  from  Manilla  for  Acapulco, 
depofits  there  the  productions  of  Alia,  and 
carries  back  few  of  the  American  productions, 
which  would  make  very  little  figure  when  op- 
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pofed  to  the  produce  of  Afiatic  induflry,  were 
they  not  combined  with  a  great  deal  of  Euro¬ 
pean  merchandize,  and  particularly  toys,  which 
in  thefe  ifles  are  highly  necelfary.  The  route  of 
this  valuable  fhip,  the  time  of  departure,  the 
places  where  it  mud  touch,  the  fignals  to  be 
employed,  and  its  internal  police,  are  all  regulat¬ 
ed  with  the  greatefl  care.  No  precaution  is  neg- 
le£led  in  regard  to  its  equipment  and  defence. 
They  have  not,  however,  prevented  it  from 
being  feveral  times  taken  by  the  Englifh.  It 
employs  fix  months  in  going,  and  as  many  in 
returning.  It  is  built  at  the  Philippines,  which 
fupplies  the  mod  beautiful  timber  in  the  world. 
There  are  few  inftances  of  this  veffel  ever  being 
loft ;  and  if  fuch  an  event  takes  place,  it  is  on 
approaching  the  coaft  ;  which  is  very  aflonifhing 
in  fo  long  a  paffage,  where  there  could  be  no 
refource  ;  for  every  part  of  the  trad!  is  at  an  im- 
menfe  diftance  from  land,  if  we  except  a  few 
fmall  iflands,  rarely  feen,  that  are,  as  it  were, 
imperceptible  points  in  this  vafl  ocean.  As 
abundant  a  flock  of  frefh  water  as  poffible  is 
put  on  board  ;  but  it  would  not  always  be 
fufficient  were  it  not  renewed  by  the  rains 
which  the  veffel  meets  with  in  a  certain  latitude. 
Mats  are  then  fufpended  to  receive  the  water, 
and,  by  means  of  bamboos  fitted  to  them  below, 
it  is  conveyed  into  jars.  This  relief,  however, 
uncertain  it  may  appear,  never  fails. 
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The  Spanifh  families  fettled  in  the  Philippines 
rarely  leave  them ;  as  they  could  carry  with 
them  to  Spain  but  very  moderate  fortunes.  They 
live  well  in  the  Philippines,  but  do  not  become 
rich.  Befides,  it  is  difficult  to  find  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  a  direfit  paffage,  and  it  is  always  ex¬ 
tremely  dear.  Being  thus  once  accuftomed  to 
the  climate,  they  remain  the  more  readily,  as 
the  government  is  remarkably  mild.  The  vice¬ 
roy  indeed  poffeffes  abfolute  power,  and  might 
become  a  tyrant ;  but  the  council  of  Spain  has 
provided  againft  this  evil,  by  changing  the 
commandant,  as  the  Portuguefe  do,  at  lealt 
every  five  years.  There  is  alfo  another  precau¬ 
tion  at  the  Philippines.  A  viceroy,  on  the  ex* 
piration  of  his  time,  cannot  embark  for  Europe 
until  his  condufit  has  been  firifilly  examined. 
Sixty  days  are  allowed  to  the  inhabitants,  after 
his  departure  has  been  proclaimed,  to  bring 
forward  their  complaints,  and  thirty  to  profe- 
cute.  The  fucceffor,  in  virtue  of  an  exprefs 
commiffion,  is  generally  the  judge.  This  in- 
queft  was  formerly  very  fevere,  and  the  punifh- 
ment  difficult  to  be  eluded.  There  are  inftances 
of  viceroys  committing  fuicide  to  avoid  being 
difgraced  and  punifhed :  others  have  died  in 
prifon.  At  prefent,  a  bribe  of  a  hundred  thou- 
fand  crowns  given  to  a  fucceffor  are  capable  of 
clearing  a  predeceffor.  The  people  fometimes 
have  not  been  fatisfied  with  this  j unification. 
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Several  viceroys  fpared  by  the  judge  have  not 
eicaped  the  vengeance  of  the  multitude  ;  and 
thus,  as  certain  authors  fay,  a  great  evil  carries 
with  it  its  remedy. 

The  Marianne  or  Ladrone  iflands  form  the 
natural  boundary  which  Providence  has  inter- 
pofed  between  Alia  and  America.  They  were 
firft  difcovered  by  Magellan,  who  found  them 
peopled  by  men  who  fupplied  by  induftry  the 
want  of  every  thing  denied  to  them  by  nature. 
Though  deftitute  of  iron,  they  had  arms,  which 
they  employed  with  ftrength  and  dexterity  : 
they  confided  of  long  javelins  of  very  hard  wood 
headed  with  human  bones,  rendered  exceedingly 
iharp,  which  inflidted  poifonous  and  mortal 
wounds.  They  could  throw  hones  with  fuch 
force  and  precifion,  as  to  make  them  enter  the 
trunk  of  a  tree.  They  are,  perhaps,  the  only 
people  of  the  earth  who  were  unacquainted 
with  fire.  They  fwim  with  fo  much  agility,  that 
water  feems  to  be  their  proper  element.  Their 
fmall  veflels^  called  prows,  which  they  navigate 
ikilfully  from  one  ifland  to  another,  both  with 
oars  and  fails,  are  worthy  of  admiration.  The 
iflands,  about  fourteen  or  fixteen  in  number,  lie 
at  a  confiderable  didance  from  each  other. 
Thefe  barks  are  made  of  the  trunks  of  trees, 
hollowed  out  with  (hells  and  flints,  which  havp 
been  fharpened.  The  fail  is  a  mat ;  and  the 
filaments  of  leaves  or  roots,  rendered  pliant  and 
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flexible,  fupply  the  place  of  cordage.  Neceffity 
and  wants  have  made  thefe  ifianders  fo  far  fen- 
flble  of  the  utility  of  iron,  that  they  would  expofe 
themfelves  to  any  rifle  to  obtain  it.  Being  ad¬ 
mitted  by  Magellan  on  board  his  Chip,  fpite  ot 
every  precaution  which  could  be  employed, 
they  pulled  out  the  nails,  feized  the  hatchets 
and  fwords,  and  leaped  into  the  fea  with  their 
booty.  For  this  reafon  thefe  iflands  got  the 
name  of  the  Ladrones*;  they  were  called  alfo  the 
Marianne  iflands,  after  a  queen  of  Spain.  The 
latter  name  they  retain  (till. 

The  larged:,  called  Guahan,  or  St.  John,  is 
about  a  hundred  leagues  in  circumference.  Its 
afpebt  is  delightful;  it  exhibits  continual  verdure 
and  groves,  interfperfed  with  lawns  covered 
with  animals  of  every  kind,  fuch  as  oxen  and 
hogs,  which  are  a  great  refource  to  the  naviga¬ 
tors  of  the  Acapulco  flap,  who  never  fail  to 
touch  at  thefe  iflands.  Among  the  trees  found 
here  is  that  which  produces  the  bread  fruit  : 
this  fruit  is  fliaped  like  a  pear,  and  its  pulp  is  as 
nourifhing  as  bread.  The  climate  is  warm,  as 
muft  be  the  cafe  in  the  torrid  zone  ;  but  the 
heat  is  moderated  by  the  fea  breezes.  Thefe 
iflands  are  not  all  peopled.  As  they  lie  at  fuch 
a  great  diftance  from  the  continent  it  is  not 
known  whence  the  firft  inhabitants  emigrated. 


*  hadron  in  Spanith  fignifies  a  thief.  T. 
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They  confift  of  three  diftinft  clafles  :  the  nobles* 
called  chamorris ;  the  middle  clafs ;  and  the 
populace.  The  chamorris ,  intoxicated  with 
their  high  birth,  look  down  with  great  contempt 
on  the  other  clafles,  who  dare  not  fpeak  to  them 
but  at  a  diftance  ;  and  cannot  under  pain  of 
punifliment  form  any  alliances  with  them  by 
marriage.  In  no  place  do  the  women  poflefs  fo 
much  authority :  they  are  abfolute  miftrefles.  If 
one  of  them  complains  of  her  hufband,  all  the 
reft  aflemble  ;  aflume  the  arms  of  the  men  ;  go 
and  ravage  the  lands  of  the  intractable  fpoufe  ; 
plunder  his  furniture,  and  deftroy  his  habita¬ 
tion.  He  is  happy  if  he  can  himfelf  efcape  from 
their  hands.  Thus,  in  a  moment,  a  poor  huf¬ 
band  is  deprived  of  both  wife  and  children  ;  for 
the  latter  follow  their  mother,  and  without  pro¬ 
perty.  On  account  of  this  cuftom,  there  are 
many  young  men  who  avoid  marriage.  They 
aflociate  with  a  certain  number  of  young  fe¬ 
males,  and  live  in  common.  Nothing  has  tended 
fo  much  as  this  pra&ice  to  thwart  the  labours  of 
the  miflionaries,  and  to  retard  the  progrefs  they 
might  have  made  among  the  natives. 

Thefe  iflanders  are  not  unacquainted  with  the 
moral  principles  of  focial  life.  Quarrels,  and 
ftill  more  wars, are  uncommon  among  them.  The 
latter  conflft  chiefly  in  fudden  incurfions.  They 
endure  hunger  feveral  days  to  lie  in  wait  for 
their  enemy,  that  they  may  rufli  upon  him  by 
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furprize,  and  carry  him  off.  They  prefent 
offerings  to  the  fea  by  placing  them  in  a  ca¬ 
noe,  which  they  abandon  to  the  mercy  of  the 
waves.  A  certain  kind  of  fages  among  them,  call¬ 
ed  anitis,  pra&ife  medicine  ;  and  by  the  help  of 
that  fcience  fupport  a  few  religious  ideas,  fuch 
as  the  dread  of  hell  or  the  hope  of  paradife, 
according  as  their  aftions  are  good  or  bad,  and 
a  great  fear  of  the  devil,  whofe  anger  they  en¬ 
deavour  to  deprecate  by  gifts.  The  firtf  man 
they  fay  was  formed  of  the  earth  of  their  ifland, 
which  was  converted  into  a  Hone.  This  done 
happened  to  break  ;  and  the  human  race  was 
produced  from  its  fragments,  which  were  dif- 
perfed  over  the  whole  earth.  Perfons  long 
abfent  from  their  native  country  have  loll  the 
.  ufe  of  their  original  language ;  and  no  longer 
enjoy  the  happinefs  of  underftanding  thefe 
fortunate  iflanders,  from  whom  they  are  de¬ 
fended. 

The  Marianne  iflands  are  not  much  valued  by 
the  Spaniards  :  and  indeed,  with  the  moll  beau¬ 
tiful  climate,  and  the  mo  ft  fertile  foil,  they  pro¬ 
duce  neither  precious  ftones  nor  metals.  But 
this  country,  confidered  as  wretched,  becaufe  it 
is  deftitute  of  thefe  imaginary  treafures,  pro¬ 
duces  fruits  and  falutary  herbs  in  abundance. 
They  ought,  therefore,  to  have  made  more  ef¬ 
forts  to  civilize  the  natives,  and  to  render  them 
ufeful.  The  miftionaries,  it  muft  be  allowed. 
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took  fome  pains,  and  do  fo  {till  ;  but  thefe 
people  entertain  an  inveterate  hatred  to  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  who  at  firft,  no  doubt,  abufea  their  fu- 
periority.  They  reproach  thefe  foreigners  with 
being  the  caufe  of  the  gnats  by  which  they  are 
tormented.  And  thev  affert,  that  before  their 
arrival,  they  had  neither  the  colic,  rheumatifm, 
nor  other  difeafes,  which,  even  at  prefent,  are 
not  tranfmitted.  They  accufe  them  alfo  of  a 
criminal  and  perfidious  ftratagem,  in  having 
embarraffed  them  with  clothes.  With  fuch 
prejudices  it  is  not  aftonifhing  that  thefe  people 
fhould  have  offered  themfelves  to  the  English 
and  the  Dutch  ;  but  thefe  nations,  to  whom 
they  could  have  been  of  no  utility,  fuffered  and 
ftill  fuffer  them  to  belong  to  Spain,  which  keeps 
them  under  its  dominion  for  the  benefit  of  its 
navigation. 

At  the  time  when  the  Spaniards  united  their 
crown  to  that  ofPortugal,  the  Moluccas  abforbed 
all  their  attention,  and  prevented  them  from 
making  other  difcoveries.  By  an  accident,  how¬ 
ever,  they  became  acquainted  with  another 
Archipelago,  which  they  at  firft  called  the  leffer 
Philippines,  and  afterwards  the  Carolines  in 
honour  of  Charles  II.  Some  of  the  inhabitants 
ot  thefe  ides,  after  being  toffed  about  by  a  ftorm, 
were  driven  to  the  Mariannes,  where  theylanded. 
The  account  which  thefe  ifianders  gave  of  their 

country  and  manners  induced  the  miffionaries 
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to  pay  them  a  vifit.  They  found  thefe  iflands 
equally  fertile  and  agreeable,  and  as  well  peo¬ 
pled  as  the  Mariannes ;  for  they  contained 
above  eighty  thoufand  inhabitants,  in  a  higb 
ftate  of  civilization.  They  have  no  dHtinft 
notion  of  a  Supreme  Being;  but  believe  in 
good  and  bad  fpirits,  male  and  female.  Their 
beneficent  fpirits  are  called  tahutup  :  they 
prefent  offerings  to  them ;  but  none  to  the 
malignant. 

In  each  ifland  there  are  noble  families,  the 
chiefs  of  which  are  called  tamolcs.  The  govern¬ 
ment  is  ariftocratic.  All  the  iron  found  belongs  to 
the  tamol,  who  caufes  it  to  be  converted  into 
utenfils,  which  he,  lets  for  hire  to  thofe  who 
choofe  to  labour.  This  forms  his  whole  re¬ 
venue.  The  tamoles  of  all  the  ifles  affemble 
once  a  year  to  deliberate  on  public  affairs.  Their 
dignity  impofes  on  them  the  obligation  of  living 
a  ferious  life,  and  obferving  an  irreproachable 
condu£t.  In  each  village  there  is  a  fchool  for 
the  boys,  and  another  for  the  girls  ;  they  are  un¬ 
der  the  dire&ion  of  elderly  perfons  of  both 
fexes.  The  boys  are  taught  agriculture.  They 
excel  in  the  art  of  cultivating  flowers  ;  of 
making  family  utenfils,  nets  and  arms ;  in  the 
conftru&ion  of  barks,  and  in  fifhing :  they  are 
afterwards  made  acquainted  with  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  aftronomy  by  means  of  a  globe,  as  we 
are  told  by  the  mififionaries  ;  but  this,  no  doubt, 
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has  been  only  fince  they  were  admitted  among 
them.  The  girls  are  inftruded  in  the  method 
of’drefhng  fifh,  fruits,  and  pulfe,  and  of  pre¬ 
paring  thread  from  a  certain  plant,  of  which 
they  make  cloth.  In  mod  of  thefe  ides  the 
Spaniards  have  fe'ttlements,  but  they  are  few 
in  number.  For  what  reafon  fnould  they  be 
defirous  of  going  thither  P  The  land,  like  that  of 
the  Mariannes,  is  a  curfed  foil,  which  produces 
only  the  necefTaries  and  comforts  of  life  ;  but 
neither  gold,  filver,  nor  jewels.  Accident  alfo 
conducted  the  Spaniards  to  New  Guinea,  or  the 
country  of  the  Papoos,  who  are  blade,  and 
have  wmolly  hair  like  the  negroes.  There  is 
found  here,  however,  a  race  of  white  men  called 
Albinos,  who  are  almoft  blind  in  the  day-time, 
but  very  quick-lighted  during  the  night. 

Commerce  Some  hiftorians  pretend  that  the  Indies  were 
hfb.ht  Ens"  not  unknown  to  the  Britons  at  a  very  early 
period  j  but  it  appears  that  their  ideas  of  them, 
if  they  really  had  any,  were  exceedingly  vague. 
They  began  to  make  very  little  impreffion  till  the 
reign  of  queen  Elizabeth.  A  Venetian  galley, 
deeply  laden,  was  driven  on  fhore  at  the  ifle  of 
Wight.  The  fight  of  the  riches  it  contained 
efeited  a  defire  of  attempting  to  open  a  trade 
with  Turkey,  through  which  the  merchandize 
of  India  was  tranfported.  The  advantages 
arifing  from  this  TurkiQi  trade  to  the  eaftem 
merchants,  fhewed  that  it  might  be  rendered 
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ftill  more  lucrative  if  it  were  carried  on  by  a 
direct  route.  In  order  that  no  meafures  of  pru¬ 
dence  which  feemed  likely  to  enfure  fuccefs  to 
this  grand  enterprife  might  be  omitted,  the 
queen  fent  to  explore  the  two  routes  already 
opened  ;  that  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  by 
captain  Stephens,  in  1582,  and  that  of  the  ftrait 
of  Magellan,  in  1587.  From  the  reports  which 
they  made  it  was  conceived  impoffible  for  Eng¬ 
land  to  appropriate  to  itfelf,  by  means  of  fingle 
Chips,  a  part  of  that  commerce,  to  the  prejudice 
of  two  nations,  jealous  and  well  eftablifhed  ; 
and  that,  while  it  employed  all  the  exertions  of 
induftry,  it  would  be  neeeftary  alfo  to  fhew  a 
refpe&able  force.  Thefe  confiderations,  highly 
judicious,  gave  rife  to  the  Eaft-India  company, 
which  fent  out  its  firft  adventure  with  a  capital 
of  74,000b  and  four  fhips  equipped  from  that 
fum.  In  1601  the  company  was  eftablifhed 
under  the  aufpices  of  the  ftate,  which  granted 
it  a  charter  of  prote&ion  for  a  time  limited. 

Lancafter,  who  commanded  this  fquadron,  be¬ 
haved  like  a  private  merchant ;  entered  into  a 
treaty  of  commerce  with  the  king  of  Achen  ;  and 
found  means  to  eftablifh  a  fmall  factory,  but  not 
without  experiencing  fome  marks  of  difpleafure 
from  the  Portuguefe.  He  took  on  board  a  con- 
fiderable  quantity  of  pepper  and  other  fpices. 
His  fuccefsful  return  encouraged  the  company 
to  fend  out  three  fhips  under  the  command  of 
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Henry  Middleton.  The  latter,  however,  began 
to  aflume  a  higher  tone  than  that  of  a  plain 
merchant.  He  found  the  Dutch  and  Por- 
tuguefe  engaged  in  war ;  not  on  their  own  ac¬ 
count,  as  appeared,  but  as  auxiliaries,  the  one 
of  the  king  of  Ternate,  and  the  other  of  the 
king  of  Tidor.  It  feemed  molt  advantageous 
to  Middleton,  at  that  period,  to  efpoufe  the  part 
of  the  Portuguefe.  The  Dutch  were  incenfed, 
and  threw  impediments  in  his  way,  which,  how¬ 
ever,  did  not  prevent  him  from  returning  with 
a  very  rich  cargo ;  but  the'  company  fent 
out  another  fquadron  under  Edward  Michael 
Bourne,  who  affirmed  with  the  Dutch  that  air 
of  fuperiority  which  his  force  authorized,  and 
threatened  open  hoftilities  in  cafe  they  inter¬ 
rupted  the  Englifh  commerce.  To  fupport 
thefe  threats,  William  Keeling  arrived,  in  1608, 
with  a  body  of  regular  troops.  The  Dutch  made 
no  refiftance,  and  even  applied  to  the  Englifh  to 
defend  them  againft  the  inhabitants  of  Banda; 
but  after  this  fervice  they  behaved  with  dupli¬ 
city  to  their  benefactors,  and  fettered  their  com¬ 
merce  :  but  Keeling  found  means  to  return  with 
a  very  rich  cargo,  and  what  is  remarkable,  with¬ 
out  the  lofs  of  a  fmgle  man. 

The  great  misfortune  of  the  Englifh  company 
was,  that  it  had  no  port.  Its  fupply  of  pro- 
vifions  depended  on  the  caprice  of  the  Indian 
nations,  with  whom  they  were  obliged  to  treat 
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for  the  price  -of  their  merchandize,  at  the  rifk  of 
being  impofed  on,  as  they  had  no  place  of  fafety 
to  which  they  could  retire  in  order  to  wait  for  the 
moft  favourable  opportunities,  It  depended  alfo 
on  the  confent  of  two  European  nations,  who,  it 
is  well  known,  beheld  the,  fuccefs  of  the  Englilh 
with  an  eye  of  malevolence.  The  company,  for 
want  of  a  port,  endeavoured  at  leait  to  eftablilh 
faftories.  It  began  then,  if  I  may  ufe  the  ex- 
preffion,  to  raife  itfelf  by  its  own  wings.  Hitherto 
it  had  purchafed  its  Chips  from  the  Hanfe-towns  ; 
but  it  now  built  for  itfelf.  Its  firft  attempt  in 
naval  architecture  was  the  Trade’s  Succefs,  of 
twelve  hundred  tons,  the  largeft  and  fineft  veffel 
which  had  ever  been  conftrucied  in  England. 
It  failed  in  1610,  under  the  command  of  Sir 
Henry  Middleton.  Under  him  at  Mocha  and 
Surat;  under  Hippon,  at  Bantam;  under  Saris, 
who  obtained  liberty  to  trade  to  Japan  ;  and 
under  Thomas  Bell,  who  with  four  Chips  defeat¬ 
ed  the  whole  of  the  Portuguefe  forces ;  the 
glory  of  the  Englith  arms  was  diflfufed  over 
all  Ada,  and  facilitated  the  eflablifhment  of  fac¬ 
tories  for  its  Indian  commerce.  In  1616  the 
company  had  more  than  twenty-two  of  thefe 
Email  fettlements,  and  its  trade  extended  from 
the  Red  Sea  even  as  far  as  Japan.  It  was  in 
high  efteem,  above  all,  by  the  bravery  of-  its 
captains,  at  the  court  of  the  great  mogul.  It 
Cent  thither  ambalfadors,  who  were  well  re- 
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ceived  ;  and,  under  this  protedlion,  it  eftablifhed 
its  principal  factory  at  Surat,  a  town  dependent 
on  the  mogul  empire. 

For  want  of  ports  it  continued  its  trade  in  a 
very  precarious,  though  advantageous  manner, 
obliged  to  yield  to  circumflances  inftead  of 
commanding  them.  It  perceived  clearly  by  the 
indirect  proceedings  of  the  Dutch,  that  they 
were  dangerous  enemies ;  yet  it  affifted  them 
againft  the  Portuguefe,  whom  it  confidered  to 
be  ftill  more  formidable  :  but  the  remiffnefs  of  the 
Englith  government  under  Charles  I.  made  the 
Dutch  refolve  to  get  entirely  rid  of  thefe  com¬ 
petitors  in  the  fpice  iflands,  which  they  wilhed 
to  appropriate  exclufively  to  themfelves.  They 
accufed  the  Englith  faflors  at  Amboyna  of  a 
plot  to  obtain  pofletlion  of  the  Dutch  fort.  Dad 
this  plan  even  been  real,  it  did  not  authorize 
them  to  fubje£t  to  the  moft  horrid  tortures 
thefe  unhappy  wretches,  in  order  to  extort  from 
them  a  confeffion  which  they  never  would  make. 
They  were,  however,  put  to  death  in  1623; 
and  the  Englith  were  irrevocably  expelled  from 
thefe  iflands.  The  company,  participating  in  the 
fate  of  the  kingdom,  agitated  by  troubles,  faw 
its  commerce,  if  not  ruined,  at  lead:  falling  into 
decline,  and  was  not  able  to  obtain  redrefs ;  but 
Cromwell  caufed  juftice  to  be  done,  if  the  im- 
pofition  of  fines  in  behalf  of  the  families  of  the 
unfortunate  perfons  who  had  been  maffacred, 
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can  be  confidered  as  a  fufficient  punifliment  for 
fo  horrid  a  crime. 

But  the  profperity  of  the  company  depended 
on  the  polfefifion  of  a  port,  and  a  fortunate  in¬ 
cident  procured  them  the  fined  and  fafed  on  the 
coad  of  Malabar.  Charles  II.  when  he  afcended 
the  throne,  granted  to  the  company,  which 
Cromwell  had  afiifted,  every  advantage  it  could 
defire.  By  a  patent,  in  1661,  he  confirmed  its 
exclufive  privilege,  and  authorized  it  to  permit 
private  merchants  to  trade  from  one  port  of  the 
Indies  to  another.  He  gave  it  power,  civil  and 
military,  in  its  fettlements,  and  the  right  of  peace 
and  war  in  regard  to  the  infidel  nations  of  India ; 
but  with  this  provifo,  that  if  its  charter  were 
found  prejudicial  to  the  nation  it  thould  be 
annulled,  giving  three  years’  previous  notice. 
Charles  II.  at  length  procured  it  an  advantage 
no  lefs  confiderable  by  his  marriage  with  the 
Infanta  of  Portugal.  By  the  repeated  folicitation 
of  the  company,  he  caufed  the  ifiand  of  Bombay, 
a  barren  and  unwholefome  fpot,  but  of  great 
importance  on  account  of  its  fituation  and  ex¬ 
cellent  harbour,  to  be  given  to  him  as  a  dowry. 
TheEnglifh  were  no  fooner  in  pofieffion  of  it  than 
they  built  a  fortrefs;  and  they  infenfibly  extend¬ 
ed  themfelves  in  force  along  the  whole  coaft. 

While  the  affairs  of  the  company  were  thus 
profperous  abroad,  it  experienced  fome  agita¬ 
tion  at  home.  The  merchants  of  London,  and 
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other  commercial  cities,  difpleafed  with  the 
privilege  which  excluded  them  from  the  India 
trade,  or  admitted  them  to  take  only  a  fubordi- 
uaje  part,  formed  an  affociation,  and  offered  to 
government  terms  more  advantageous  than  thofe 
of  the  exifting  company,  in  order  that  they 
might  be  fubftituted  in  its  head.  The  debates 
on  this  fubje£t  continued  for  feveral  years,  and 
the  refult  was  the  incorporation  of  the  compe- 
titors  with  the  old  company,  and  the  eftablifh- 
ynent  of  a  new  one,  which  began  to  a£t  in  the 
year  1704.  It  took  every  care  to  give  to  its 
operations  the  necelfary  vigour  and  fecrecy.  To 
enfure  the  latter,  fevere  punifhment  was  de¬ 
nounced  againft  thofe  who  fhould  lay  open  the 
affairs  of  the  company;  and  it  was  forbidden, 
under  like  penalties,  to  fliew  any  favour  to 
foreigners  in  regard  to  the  commerce  of  the 
Indies.  This  trade,  therefore,  was  carried  on 
with  the  greateft  fuccefs,  if  we  except  a  few 
trifling  checks  occafioned  by  quarrels  with  the 
Indian  nations,  who  did  not  always  bear  the 
yoke  with  that  patience  which  the  Englifli 
wifhed. 

After  a  pretty  long  continuance  of  good  un¬ 
demanding  with  the  French  Eafl-lndia  com¬ 
pany,  which,  fince  1720,  had  been  in  a  flourifh- 
ing  condition,  the  EngJifb,  unfuccefsful  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  refolved  to  difturb  the  French  in  India. 
The  French  company,  the,  centre  of  whofe  trade 
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was,  at  that  time,  Pondicherry,  forefeeing  this 
plan,  propofed  a  neutrality  in  the  Indies  ;  but  the 
Englifh  refufed  to  agree  to  it,  and  in  1745  ^ent 
out  a  fquadron  to  intercept  the  homeward-bound 
Ihips.  They  took  three  of  them  richly  laden. 
The  French  had  not  been  fo  fanguine  in  their 
hopes  of  a  neutrality,  as  to  negledf  providing  a 
force  fufficient  to  make  them  be  refpefled  in 
cafe  of  a  rupture.  They  were  commanded  by 
the  brave  Labourdonnais ;  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  government  of  Pondicherry  was  in  the 
hands  of  Dupleix,  a  profound  politician.  Had 
thefe  two  men  a£ied  with  unanimity,  the  Eng- 
liih  would  have  been  ruined  on  the  coaft  of  Co¬ 
romandel,  where  thev  had  a  confiderable  fettle- 
ment  at  Madras.  Labourdonnais  invefted  that 
city,  and  granted  to  the  befieged  honourable 
terms,  which  Dupleix,  as  governor-general,  re¬ 
fufed  to  ratify.  He  took  a  pleafure,  if  not  in 
detlroying,  at  lead  in  leffening  the  value  of  the 
conqueft  of  Labourdonnais,  by  carrying  away 
whatever  veas  beautiful  in  the  city.  The  Englifh 
procured  a  reinforcement,  and  in  their  turn  laid 
fiege  to  Pondicherry;  but  itwithftood  their  attack, 
as  well  as  Madras,  which  remained  in  the  hands 
of  the  French  till  the  peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle. 
The  two  companies  having  engaged  to  fupport 
the  nabobs  who  were  attached  to  them,  con¬ 
tinued  in  a  date  of  warfare  under  the  title  of 
auxiliaries.  They  afterwards  attacked  each 
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other  openly,  and  on  their  own  account.  The 
fuccefs  of  the  Englifh  has  been  fo  great,  that 
there  is  no  European  nation  at  prefent  which 
carries  on  in  India  fo  extenfive  a  trade.  They  no 
longer  appear  as  merchants,  fupported  merely 
by  their  indullry  ;  but  as  warriors,  conquerors, 
and  fovereigns,  whofe  armies  proudly  traverfe 
the  whole  peninfula,  and  whofe  flag  is  borne 
triumphantly  over  every  part  of  the  ocean. 

They  are,  however,  modeft  at  Mocha,  where 
they  have  only  a  fmall  factory.  This  city  is 
fituated  at  the  bottom  of  the  Red  Sea,  on  a  lar^e 
fandy  plain,  deftitute  of  water.  It  is  pretty  well 
fortified,  and  is  the  centre  of  the  whole  com¬ 
merce  of  Arabia.  The  Engiiih  are  held  in  high 
eflimation  at  this  place,  becaufe  they  bring 
hither  large  capitals ;  and,  betides  coffee,  carry 
away  myrth,  aloes,  liquid  ftorax,  white  and 
yellow  arfenic,  gum-arabic,  balm  of  gilead, 
and  other  drugs.  But,  notwithftanding  the  credit 
which  they  enjoy,  they  are  expofed  to  the  im- 
pofition  of  the  Arabs,  the  worft  mahometans  in 
the  world,  becaufe  they  are  the  greateft  hypo¬ 
crites.  They  call  God  to  witnefs  in  the  moft 
folemn  manner,  and  at  the  fame  time  break 
their  word.  The  judge  will  gravely  declaim 
againft  corruption  at  the  very  moment  when 
he  flretches  out  his  hand  to  receive  a  bribe. 

Gambroon,  or  Bender  Abafli,  at  the  entrance 
of  the  Perflan  Gulph,  may  be  compared  to 
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Mocha,  on  account  of  its  want  of  water,  ex- 
ceflive  heat,  and  other  inconveniences ;  but  it 
is  fuperior  in  regard  to  the  falubrity  of  the  air. 
The  third  of  gain  retains  here  a  great  many 
Perfians  and  Banians,  who  carry  on  the  prin¬ 
cipal  part  of  the  trade,  and  a  fmall  Englilh 
fafilory,  the  merchants  of  which  derive  their 
chief  gain  from  the  freight  of  merchandize ; 
becaufe  the  merchants  of  the  country  being  bad 
navigators,  are  glad  to  employ  the  Englifh 
veffels.y  The  company  (hares  the  profits  of  the 
cuftom-houfe  with  the  king  of  Perfia.  Bender 
Abaffi  has  a  (fumed  the  place  of  Ormus  ;  but  in 
a  very  inferior  manner. 

The  Englifh,  after  being  admitted  and  to- Sc 
lerated,  have  become  fovereigns  of  Surat,  though 
a  governor  (till  refides  there  in  the  name  of  the 
mogul:  they  however  po(fefs  the  citadel.  This 
city  is  extremely  populous.  A  great  diverfity 
of  religion  prevails  among  the  inhabitants;  but 
the  greater  part  are  manometans  of  the  fe61  of 
Ali.  Thofe  who  profefs  mahometanifm  are 
called  Moors.  People,  called  Mujey ,  believe  in 
the  Old  Teftament  as  well  as  the  Koran,  and  en¬ 
tertain  equal  refpecd  for  the  law  of  Mofes,  and 
that  of  Mahomet.  The  molaks  are  reproached 
with  the  fame  irregularity  as  that  afcribed  to 
the  ancient  gnoftics.  The  women,  mothers 
and  daughters,  married  or  unmarried,  each  pro¬ 
vide  themfelves  with  a  handkerchief,  which  they 


6o 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY. 


give  to  the  man  whom  they  meet  under  cover 
of  the  night,  that  they  may  know  him  again 
in  the  day-time.  The  great  mogul,  Aureng 
Zeb,  profcribed  this  religious  rite  under  pain  of 
capital  punifhment ;  but  it  is  ftill  pradtifed  not- 
whhftanding  his  prohibition.  There  are  found 
at  Surat,  Hindoos  followers  of  Fo  and  Parfis, 
worfhippers  of  fire  ;  a  great  many  Arabs,  Jews, 
and  Armenians,  who,  with  the  Banians,  carry  n' 
the  principal  trade.  Surat  is  a  general  maga¬ 
zine  for  the  moll  valuable  productions  of  the 
coafts  of  Africa,  Malabar,  Perfia,  and  Hindoftan. 
The  artifans  are  exceedingly  ingenious.  The 
Engliili  here  live  in  great  fplendor,  which  they 
fay  is  neceffary  for  an  European  governor  in  the 
Eaft,  in  order  to  maintain  his  credit  and  re¬ 
putation. 

Some  of  the  other  Englilh  fettlements  pre- 
fent  Angularities  both  natural  and  artificial  It 
is  faid  that  the  lpiders  at  Bombay  are  as  large 
as  walnuts,  and  the  toads  of  the  fize  of  a  fmall 
duck.  Baroche,  fituated  on  a  mountain,  is  well 
fortified.  Corwar  and  Tellichery  produce  car¬ 
damoms  and  pepper.  The  muflins  of  thefe 
places  are  in  high  effimaticn.  Fort  St.  David, 
which  was  fold  to  the  company  by  a  Mahratta 
prince,  has  given  fhelter  to  a  great  number  of 
weavers,  who  manufadlure  brown,  white,  blue, 
and  other  coloured  cotton-fluffs,  known  under 
the  names  of  falempouris,  moorees,  ginghams. 
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fuccatoris,  &c.  which  form  the  bafis  of  the  trade 
of  St.  George,  or  Madras.  Few  cities  are  fo 
unfavourably  fituated  as  the  latter;  for  it  Hands 
on  a  dry  plain,  deftitute  of  frefh  water ;  and  is 
in  continual  danger  of  being  over-whelmed  by 
a  ftormy  fea,  or  by  a  brackifli  river,  which  is 
fometimes  fo  fwelled  up  that  it  flows  clofe  un¬ 
der  the  walls.  The  black-town  is  inhabited  by 
the  pagans,  mahometans,  and  native  chriftians. 

The  white-town  is  deftined  for  the  Englilh 
alone.  Both  thefe  towns,  which  on  account  of 
their  proximity  form  only  one,  are  extremely 
populous.  The  inhabitants  are  eftimated  at 
eighty  thoufand.  Every  pleafure  and  luxury 
that  opulence  can  procure  is  found  in  this  fet- 
tlement.  It  is  the  feat  of  the  power  of  the 
Englilh  Eaft-India  company,  and  the  refidence 
of  the  governor  and  council.  The  governor  has 
the  attendance,  the  authority,  and  the  honours 
of  a  monarch.  There  is  no  port  but  an  open 
road,  dangetous  and  infecure.  The  eftablilli- 
ments  of  the  company  in  Bengal,  which  w’ere 
at  firft  only  faftories,  have  become  fovereignties. 

The  natives  here  pay  tribute  to  the  company. 

The  revenues  thence  arifing  defray  a  great  part 
of  its  mercantile  expenfes  ;  and  its  profit  is  by 
thefe  means  immenfe,  except  in  the  time  of 
war. 

The  ifland  of  St.  Helena,  which  lies  almoft  st.  Helena, 
oppofite  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  at  the 
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di  fiance  of  about  fx  hundred  leagues,  is  the 
place  at  which  the  Engli  h  ihlps  generally  touch 
on  their  pafTage  home  from  India.  It  is  almoft 
half  wav  between  America  and  Africa,  and  has 
been  clatfed  with  that  part  of  the  world,  be- 
caufe  it  is  nearer  to  it  than  to  the  other.  If  we 
can  believe  Teamen,  who  have  touched  here,  it  is 
a  mod  delightful  abode  :  but,  indeed,  to  then-;  it 
mull  appear  io  after  a  pa 'age  which,  though  eafy, 
on  account  of  the  conitancy  of  the  winds  blow¬ 
ing  towards  that  quarter,  is  however  attended 
with  force  di (agreeable circum Trances.  The  idand 
is  onlv  feven  leagues  in  circumference.  Th:s 
fmall  fpot  contains  cultivated  land,  meadows, 
and  woods,  together  with  a  fpring  which  forms 
a  rivulet ;  in  a  word,  nature  here  appears  al- 
wavs  fmiling,  and  alwavs  with  the  frefhnefs  of 
youth.  The  inhabitants  have  a  peculiar  com¬ 
plexion,  which  is  fair,  and  remarkably  ruddy. 
They  enjoy  gcoc  health,  and  attain  to  a  great 
age,  owing  to  the  effects  of  a  climate  the  heat 
of  which  is  moderated  bv  the  eait  winds,  and 
to  their  temperance  and  fobriety  :  for  they  never 
indulge  in  any  irregularity  except  for  a  tew  days 
during  the  fray  of  the  Eaft-Indiathips.  It  appears 
that  on  thele  occadons  thev  tranfgrefs  their  uf_.al 
boundaries,  in  order  to  entertain  their  guefts.The 
females  alfo  throw  ar.de  a  little  of  their  feverity, 
to  oblige  their  country  men,  who  come  to  vifit 
them  from  fuch  a  ciitance.  ”  But  the  ladies  of 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY.  63 

**  St.  Helena,”  fay  fome  authors,  “  do  not  re- 
**  femble  our  ladies  of  gallantry  in  Europe. 

“  They  are  not  interefted  like  our  fafhionable 
“  females.  They  feem  to  participate  in  the 
“  pleafure  they  communicate,  without  any  view 
<f  of  intereft ;  which,  in  fome  meafure,  makes 
"  up  for  the  lofs  fuftained  by  the  honour  of 
“  the  fex.” 

When  the  fovereignty  of  Portugal  was  tranf-  Commc 
ferred  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  under  Philip  II.  the  Dutch. 
Flemifh  fubjefls  of  that  prince  were  favoured, 
on  account  of  the  fale  which  they  procured  in 
the  north  for  the  merchandize  of  India :  and  it 
was  this  circumftance  which  brought  fuch  pro- 
cfigious  wealth  to  the  people-  of  Bruges  and 
Ghent ;  made  Antwerp  the  greateft  trading  city 
in  Europe  ;  enabled  its  citizens  to  live  in  palaces, 
and  filled  its  port  with  fuch  an  immenfe  number 
of  fhi ps,  that  we  are  affured  that  four  hundred 
have  been  feen  there  at  anchor  at  once.  Thefe 
riches  made  the  inhabitants  difficult  to  be 
governed  ;  and  the  Spaniffi  council  imagined 
that,  to  render  them  pliable,  it  would  be  ne- 
ceffary  to  impoveriffi  them.  Befides  fubjefiting 
them  to  reflraint  in  regard  to  religion,  it  fettered 
their  commerce.  The  richeft  merchants,  and 
the  mod  induflrious  manufacturers,  oppreffed  in 
their  property  and  deprived  of  liberty  of  con¬ 
fidence,  retired  to  the  Seven  United  Provinces, 
which  had  ffiaken  off  the  Spanifii  yoke,  and 
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were  received  there  with  open  arms.  As  they 
had  been  accuftomed,  by  their  former  connec¬ 
tion  with  Portugal,  to  deal  in  Indian  merchan¬ 
dize,  they  wifhed  to  continue  the  fame  traffick; 
but  the  wretched  policy  of  Spain,  having  fhut 
the  ports  of  that  country  againft  them,  they  re- 
folved  to  go  direfitly  to  the  fource  of  thefe 
riches,  as  the  channels  through  which  they 
had  received  them  were  now  entirely  clofed. 

As  all  thefe  merchants  were  acquainted  with 
each  other,  the  affociations  for  this  trade  were 
foon  formed.  They  were  eftablifhed  in  different 
cities  of  Holland  and  Zealand,  under  the  name 
of  chambers  of  commerce,  the  moil  important 
of  which  was  at  Arnfterdam.  They  all  fet  out 
on  the  fame  principle,  that  as  they  intended  to 
fhare  in,  or  rather  appropriate  to  themfelves  the 
profits  of  their  former  matters,  they  ought  not  to 
depend  merely  on  mercantile  talents ;  but  that 
it  would  be  neceflary  to  arm,  as  they  might  meet 
with  refifiance.  Their  firfi:  fillips,  therefore,  fet 
out  in  1594,  as  if  for  a  military  expedition. 
Thefe  wrere  foon  followed  by  other  veflels,  which 
went  all  in  fleets,  fome  by  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  and  others  by  the  Strait  of  Magellan,  fo 
that  the  Spanifh  and  Portuguefe  fettlements 
were  attacked,  at  the  fame  time,  on  all  fides. 
In  the  courfe  of  fix  years  the  Dutch  found 
themfelves  in  great  favour  in  India  with  the 
kings  of  the  country;  and  by  means  of  forts 
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Which  they  conflru6led,  almoft  in  every  place 
where  they  obtained  a  footing,  they  were  as 
firmly  eftablilhed  in  the  mod  valuable  parts  as 
their  ancient  matters. 

But  this  zeal  and  ardour,  which  had  induced 
them  to  build  and  fend  out  in  rapid  fucceffiori 
fo  many  vettels,  and  which  had  been  fo  ufeful  to 
the  fudden  propagation  of  commerce,  were  ren¬ 
dered  ufelefs,  becaufe  individuals  and  the  cham¬ 
bers,  not  being  intimately  connefted,  could  not 
agree  either  in  refpe£t  to  the  quality  or  the 
quantity  of  the  goods  to  be  exported,  nor  ori 
the  price  which  in  India  they  fhould  fet  upon 
the  fpices,  and  other  articles  imported.  It 
often  happened  that  feveral  vettels  carried  out 
the  fame  merchandize ;  and  on  fuch  occafions 
it  was  neceflary  to  lower  the  price  in  India,  in 
order  that  it  might  find  a  ready  fale.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  fhips,  anxious  to  take  in  their 
cargoes  that  they  might  avoid  the  competition 
of  thofe  which  followed  them,  preferred  paying 
a  little  dearer  to  get  done  the  fooner;  and  thus 
the  trade,  without  being  difadvantageous,  did 
not  procure  thofe  benefits  which  might  have 
been  expected.  To  remedy  this  inconvenience, 
all  the  chambers  were  formed  into  one  com¬ 
pany,  which  alone  had  the  right  of  trading  to 
the  Indies.  It  began  its  adventures  in  1602, 
and  followed  the  method  employed  by  the  firft 
merchants  of  fending  out  fpeedily  fleet  after 
vox.  vx.  5? 
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fleet,  to  aftonifh,  as  we  may  fay,  the  Spaniards 
and  Portuguefe,  their  rivals,  by  the  fudden  ap¬ 
pearance  of  forces  reviving  without  end.  It  is 
fuppofed  that  the  Dutch  EaSt-India  company, 
at  the  very  moment  of  its  birth,  had  concerted 
a  plan  for  expelling  all  the  Europeans  from  the 
fpice  iflands,  and  of  appropriating  their  trade 
exclusively  to  itfelf.  In  this  it  indeed  fuc- 
ceeded,  without  (hewing,  as  we  have  feen  by 
what  happened  at  Amboyna,  much  delicacy 
in  regard  to  the  means. 

The  company,  before  the  expiration  of  the- 
privilege  granted  by  the  States  for  twenty-one 
years,  found  itfelf  mid  refs  of  an  empire  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  which  it  had  not  been  able  to  forefee. 
It  fixed  its  throne,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  ex- 
prefiion,  in  the  ifland  of  Java,  where  general 
Coen  built  Batavia,  which  has  become  the  mod 
fuperb  city  of  the  Indies.  The  Dutch,  not¬ 
withstanding  their  Simplicity  in  Europe,  en¬ 
deavoured  to  give  this  new  capital  an  air  of 
magnificence  and  grandeur,  that  Should  render 
it  a  fuceetsful  rival  to  Goa,  which  they  wiflied, 
to  efface,  in  order  that  they  might  fecure  the 
refpedt  of  the  Indians,  who  were  readily  caught 
by  appearances.  The  court  of  the  commandant- 
general  is,  therefore,  like  that  of  a  real  monarch. 
Few  kings,  indeed,  have  fo  extenfive  authority. 
Orders  are  difpatched  from  Batavia  to  every 
part  of  the  Indies,  where  there  are  fubaltern 
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governors  who  command  provinces  ;  and  as  far 
as  Japan,  where  the  Dutch  have  had  the  ad- 
drefs  to  preferve  the  liberty  of  trade,  while  it 
is  interdifted  to  all  the  reft  of  the  world.  They 
acquired  this  privilege  by  perfuading  the  Ja- 
panefe,  not  only  that  their  religion  is  different 
from  that  of  the  Portuguefe,  but  even  that  they 
are  not  chriftians.  They  give  a  proof  of  it  by 
fubmitting,  in  the  fmall  ifland  where  they  are  im¬ 
mured  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  on  their  trade 
with  Japan,  to  obey  the  order  iftued  every  year 
to  the  Japanefe  to  tread  upon  a  crucifix  in 
the  prefence  of  the  magiftrates. 

The  thirft  of  gain,  inherent  in  commerce,  and 
particularly  maritime  commerce,  effaces  fo mu¬ 
tinies  not  only  the  principles  of  religion,  but 
thofe  alfo  of  humanity  and  the  rights  of  nations. 
The  maffacre  of  Amboyna,  which  excluded  for 
ever  from  the  fpice  trade  the'Englifh,  the  only 
rivals  whom  the  Dutch  had  to  dread,  has  been 
mentioned  already.  The  fame  fyftem  of  facri- 
ficing  every  thing  to  intereft  rendered  them  im¬ 
placable  enemies  to  their  competitors ,  cruel  to 
their  prifoners,  unfaithful  to  their  allies,  and 
pitilcfs  towards  fhipwrecked  mariners,  who  in 
their  fettlements  might  have  acquired  informa¬ 
tion  which  they  confidered  as  dangerous.  The 
taking  poffeflion  of  the  ifland  of  Ceylon,  where 
the  cinnamon  grows,  the  only  territory  wanting 

to  the  Dutch  to  make  them  mafters  of  the  fineft 
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fpices,  was  accompanied  with  fome  of  thofe  arts 
of  political  cunning  which  commerce  on  a 
grand  fcale  thinks  fometimes  not  incompatible 
with  honefty. 

Th  is  ifland,  fituated  at  the  extremity  of  the 
peninfula  of  India,  is  inhabited  by  a  people 
called  Chingulavs,  whofe  origin  is  unknown. 
They  are  tall,  black,  and  well  made  ;  poffefs 
great  bravery,  and  are  fond  of  agriculture.  The 
women  are  not  deflitute  of  charms.  The  mod 
common  religion  is  the  muffulman  ;  and  their 
king,  who,  in  imitation  of  thofe  of  India,  affumes 
the  title  of  Raja,  profefles  to  be  a  follower  of 
Mahomet.  His  capital,  named  Candy,  is  fitu¬ 
ated  in  the  middle  of  the  ifland,  towards  which 
the  land  forms  a  gradual  afcent.  The  Portu- 
guefe  had  poflefiien  of  the  coafls,  but  this  gave 
no  uneafinefs  to  the  king,  as  it  was  of  little  im¬ 
portance  to  him  with  whom  his  fubjects  carried 
on  trade,  and  to  whom  they  fold  their  cinnamon. 
He  lived  on  friendly  terms  with  them  till  an  im¬ 
perious  governor  occafioned  fome  difagreement. 
He  then  carried  his  complaints  to  Goa;  but  no 
attention  being  paid  to  them,  he  took  up  arms  to 
bring  the  infolent  Portuguefe  to  reafon.  Having, 
however,  learned  that  their  countrymen  were 
preparing  to  afiifl  them,  he  called  in  the  Dutch; 
engaged  to  pay  them  the  expences  of  the  war, 
to  cede  to  them  a  piece  of  ground  for  building 
a  fa&ory,  and  to  give  them  an  exclufive  right  to 
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trade  with  his  fubje&s..  The  Dutch  entered 
into  an  obligation  to  furnifh  a  certain  number  of 
troops,  and  to  refign  to  the  king  all  the  Por- 
tuguefe  forts,  as  foon  as  they  were  taken,  in 
order  that  they  might  be  demolilhed. 

The  war  was  fuccefsful  on  the  part  of  the 
allies,  who  expelled  the  Portuguefe  ;  but  when 
the  Dutch  were  defired  to  reftore  to  the  king 
of  Candy  the  laft  important  place  they  had 
taken,  named  Colombo,  they  declared  they 
were  refolved  to  keep  it  as  a  fecurity  for  the  fums 
which  he  owed  them.  Even  the  Dutch  hiftorians 
acknowledge  that  their  countrymen  during  the 
courfe  of  the  war,  which  they  purpofely  pro¬ 
longed,  fuffgred  thefe  fums  to  accumulate,  well 
knowing,  tbit  as  the  king,  when  hoftilities  were 
ended,  would  not  be  able  to  pay  them,  they 
Ihould  then  have  a  pretext  for  not  reftoring 
what  was  in  their  hands.  This  conduct  is 
fimilar,  but  on  a  larger  fcale,  to  that  of  thofe 
who  fupply  money  to  a  perfon  to  carry  on  a  law 
fuit,  in  order  that  they  may  afterwards  acquire 
a  right  to  his  property.  The  juftice  of  both 
cafes  is  the  fame.  As  fuch  condu£t  is  far  trom 
being  praife-worthy  in  an  individual,  one  might 
think  that  it  would  not  be  approved  among 
princes  ;  but  without  approving  it,  they  employ 
it  when  it  fuits  their  advantage.  The  Dutch 
have  extended  their  territories  in  the  ifland,  and 
have  polfeflion  of  the  whole  coaft.  The  Chm- 
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gulays  feem  to  take  no  umbrage,  and  call  them 
the  protestors  of  their  coafts :  but  they  do  not 
protect  them  for  nothing.  The  whole  trade 
palfes  through  their  hands.  That  carried  on 
with  precious  ftones,  rubies,  white  and  blue 
fapphires,  topazes,  and  other  kinds,  is  con- 
flderable.  The  elephants  are  the  belt  in  all 
Alia ;  and  the  Chingulays  have  a  wonderful 
dexterity  in  taming  them.  The  Dutch  enter¬ 
tain  great  refpect  for  the  king ;  and  every  year 
the  company  fends  an  ambaffador  to  him  with 
prefents.  The  king  in  return  gives  a  cafket 
of  jewels  of  fuch  immenfe  value,  that  the  velfel 
on  board  which  it  is  put  is  faid  to  be  worth 
at  leaft  one  half  of  the  homeward-bound  fleet. 
So  much  precaution  is  employed  to  conceal  it 
from  the  crew,  that  the  captain  of  the  veflel 
does  not  know  whether  it  be  on  board.  It  is 
packed  up  privately  by  the  governor,  together 
with  other  merchandize. 

The  exclufiVe  trade  in  fpices,  and  that  with 
Japan,  were  not  fufficient  to  gratify  the  am¬ 
bition  of  the  company.  They  made  attempts 
alfo  at  China;  but  their  propofals  were  rejedfed. 
This  kind  of  difdaingave  offence  to  the  haughty 
Hollanders.  The  mafiacre  of  feveral  thoufands 
of  Chinefe  at  Batavia,  under  pretence  of  their 
being  concerned  in  a  confpiracy,  is  afcribed 
to  revenge  for  their  difappointment.  It  does 
not,  however,  appear  certain  that  thefe  Chinefe 
were  entirely  innocent.  Several  kings  were 
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obliged  to  bend  under  their  defpotic  authority. 
That  of  Macaffar,  in  the  ifland  of  Celebes,  not- 
witbftandingthe  defperate  bravery  of  his  fubjecfs, 
faw  his  kingdom  become  a  province  of  the  Dutch. 
In  Java,  the  feat  of  their  empire — but  where  they 
reckon,  if  we  can  credit  them,  thirty  thoufand 
fouls  who  are  independent- — they  excited  the  Ton 
againft  the  father.  The  latter,  who  was  their  vic¬ 
tim,  died  in  irons.  The  king  of  Bantam  w7as  not 
more  fortunate.  They  intermeddled  alfo  in  the 
affairs  of  Bengal  after  their  ufual  manner,  that 
is,  by  giving  laws.  In  fhort,  to  omit  a  thoufand 
other  a£ls,  which  the  avarice  of  commerce  au¬ 
thorizes  and  ftrift  equity  condemns,  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  fo  far  as  to  compel  nature  to  be  fub- 
fervient  to  their  policy,  by  forbidding  her,  if  I 
may  be  allowed  the  expreflion,  to  produce 
cloves  but  in  Amboyna ;  or  nutmegs  but  in 
Banda,  of  both  which  they  were  matters.  Jn 
the  other  iflands  they  caufed  them  to  be  tore 
up  by  the  roots.  Thus  Ceylon  produces  its 
cinnamon,  Amboyna  its  cloves,  and  Banda  its 
nutmegs,  merely  to  enrich  the  jealous  Hol¬ 
landers,  to  the  great  detriment  of  other  nations 
whom  they  thus  render  tributary. 

During  the  long  feries  of  profperity  which 
the  company  enjoyed,  it  experienced  no  very 
remarkable  reverfe  except  the  lofs  of  Formofa. 
This  ifland  gave  it  great  advantages  in  regard 
to  the.  trade  with  China.  The  Dutch  for  a 
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long  time  difputed  the  'pofleflion  of  it  with  the 
Chinefe,  who  at  length  took  it,  and  ftill  retain 
it ;  but  the  Dutch  did  not  lofe  every  thing,  as 
they  have  had  a  factory  there  ever  fince.  During 
the  wars  of  France  in  Europe,  they  took  Pondi¬ 
cherry.  This  city  in  their  hands  was  embel- 
lifhed  and  fortified ;  but,  what  feldom  happens, 
entirely  at  their  expence,  and  they  reftored  it 
on  the  conclufion  of  peace.  When  it  is  con¬ 
sidered  how  many  evils  avarice  has  entailed  on 
thefe  countries,  which  nature  by  the  profufion 
of  her  gifts  deftined  for  happinefs ;  with  how 
many  wrecks  thofe  feas,  interfperfed  with  ver¬ 
dant  ifles,  have  been  covered ;  and  with  how 
much  blood  thofe  odoriferous  fhrubs,  the  fruit 
and  bark  of  which  ftimulate  our  appetite,  has. 
been  befprinkled;  we  might  be  tempted  to  curfe 
commerce,  the  caufe  of  all  thefe  misfortunes. 
We  mud:  not,  however,  render  one  nation  more 
criminal  than  another  ;  or  believe  that  one  has 
been  impelled  more  than  another  to  oppreflion 
and  peculation  by  a  peculiar  chara&er  of  fero¬ 
city.  Maritime  and  trading  nations  are  all 
the  fame ;  the  dangers  they  encounter  on  the 
watry  element,  and  the  refinance  they  ex¬ 
perience  before  they  obtain  the  obje£t  they  feek 
for,  at  the  hazard  of  their  life,  render  them 
pbdurate  and  incapable  of  feeling.  To  this 
may  be  added  that  the  crews  of  fhips,  in  ge¬ 
neral,  are  compofed  of  the  dregs  of  nations* 
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whom  their  chiefs,  to  induce  them  to  enter  into 
their  fervice,  have  flattered  with  the  hopes  of 
certain  and  fpeedy  gain.  After  thefe  reflexions, 
it  need  excite  no  furprize  that  they  abandon 
themfelves  with  madnefs  to  every  kind  of  ex- 
cefs  by  which  they  can  obtain  riches.  Had  we 
as  minute  details  of  the  commercial  tranfadions 
of  the  Argonauts*  the  Phenicians,  the  Cartha¬ 
ginians,  and  the  Tyrians,  as  we  have  of  our 
own,  we  fhould  find  the  lame  fcenes  of  violence 
and  injuflice.  Maritime  commerce  is  -at  firft 
humble  and  fubmiflive — gives  way  to  circum- 
flances  and  infinuates  itfelf  into  favour  ;  it  after¬ 
wards  commands  and  compels:  fuch  is,  and 
always  will  be,  its  progrefs.  Seldom  does  it 
prove  ufeful  to  thofe  who  go  in  fearch  of  it ; 
and  never  does  it  render  them  happier.  This 
much  may  be  faid  in  excufe  for  the  Dutch; 
though  I  muft  at  the  fame  time  confefs,  that  no 
nation  has  committed  in  India  more  cruelties 
and  more  ads  of  injuftice  with  greater  cooinefs 
and  indifference. 

Whatever  they  did  was  the  refult  of  reflexion 
and  fyftem.  Jt  was  by  this  fure  and  deliberate 
mode  of  proceeding  that  they  were  able  to 
unite  under  their  hands,  and  in  one  fpot,  the 
whole  treafure  of  the  fpices,  which  nature  had 
diftributed  in  different  places.  We  have  feen 
that  they  confined  the  cinnamon-tree  to  Ceylon  ; 
tie  clove-tree,  which  grew  in  all  the  Moluccas, 
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they  transplanted  to  Amboyna,  and  immured  it 
within  the  boundaries  of  that  i'fland.  They 
allow  the  nutmeg-tree  to  propagate  in  the  ifles 
of  Banda ;  but  they  are  ftriCtly  guarded  by 
ftrong  garriforis  and  by  vetfels,  which  hovering 
continually  around  them  prevent  all  other  na¬ 
tions  from  collecting  their  fruit,  Thefe  un- 
wholefome  ifles,  fo  well  guarded,  are,  if  I  may 
ufe  the  expreflion,  the  fink  of  Holland.  It  fends 
thither  its  malefactors  whom  the,  government 
does  not  choofe  to  punifh  by  immediate  death. 
They  are  a  place  of  correction  alfo  for  young 
libertines,  whofe  reformation  is  not  entirely  de- 
fpaired  of.  Thefe  exiles  are  enrolled  among  the 
company’s  troops ;  but  nothing  can  be  more  di fi¬ 
lm  al  than  their  fate  in  the  ifles  of  Banda.  They 
are  confined  to  wretched  bread,  made  of  the 
juice  of  a  tree  which  grows  in  that  country ; 
and  are  obliged  for  the  reft  of  their  provifions 
to  eat  dogs,  cats,  and  other  animals  that  may 
fall  into  their  hands  ;  happy  if  they  can  catch  a 
few  fifli,  which  on  thefe  coafts  are  not  of  the 
beft  fort,  or  fecure  a  few  tortoifes,  by  turning 
them  on  their  backs  on  the  fand  ;  but  thefe  they 
find  only  during  fix  months  in  the  year.  The 
ftrongeft  of  thefe  garrifons  is  -in  the  ifland  of 
Celebes,  inhabited  by  the  Macafiars.  It  was  not 
without  great  difficulty  that  the  Dutch  fubdued 
thefe  warlike  and  obftinate  people.  They  can¬ 
not  even  keep  them  in  fubjeftion,  but  by  fo- 
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tnenfing  quarrels  between  their  petty  kings, 
and  fupporting  the  one  againd  the  other. 

It  is  here  to  be  obferved,  that  nature,  more 
powerful  than  the  art  of  the  Dutch,  often  con¬ 
veys  back  the  nutmeg-tree  to  its  native  country. 
Certain  birds,  which  have  been  called  the  gar¬ 
deners  of  aromantic  plants,  fwallow  whole  nut¬ 
megs,  return  them  by  the  ufual  p adage,  and 
replant  them,  as  we  may  fay,  in  the  Moluccas, 
where  they  have  been  extirpated  by  the  Dutch. 
When  they  found  it  necefiary  that  this  tree 
fhould  multiply,  they  forbade  thefe  birds  to  be 
killed  under  pain  of  death  ;  at  prefent,  they 
bedow  a  reward  on  every  perfon  who  brings 
one  of  their  heads :  but  thefe  precautions  do 
not  prevent  the  nutmeg-tree  from  appearing  in 
places  from  which  they  wilhed  to  profcribe  it. 
Certain  people  are  appointed  to  fearch  for  .it, 
and  to  tear  it  up  wherever  they  find  it. 

For  the  fame  reafon  that  the  ifland  of  St. 
Helena,  though  belonging  to  Africa  rather  than 
Ada,  has  been  placed  among  the  number  of 
the  Englifh  Afiatic  podelTions,  I  fhall  place 
among  thofe  of  the  Dutch  Ead  India  company 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  is  fituated  ex¬ 
actly  at  the  fouthern  extremity  of  Africa.  We 
find  with  pleafure  that  this  colony,  the  mod 
agreeable  and  the  mod  flourifhing,  perhaps, 
which  the  Dutch  have,  was  obtained  without 
either  cruelty  or  injuftice.  Van  Riebeck,  whofe 
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name  is  worthy  of  being  preferved,  furgeon  of 
one  of  the  company’s  Ihips,  having  touched  at 
the  Cape,  was  firuck  with  the  extent  of  the  bay, 
capable  of  containing  more  than  a  hundred 
vefTels ;  its  fituation,  half  way  between  Europe 
and  India ;  and  the  nature  of  the  foil,  which 
feemed  proper  for  every  kind  of  cultivation. 
From  his  own  obfervations  he  formed  the  plan 
of  a  fettlement ;  matured  his  ideas  during  the 
courfe  of  the  voyage ;  and,  on  his  return,  pre- 
fented  it  to  the  company.  His  plan  was  ap¬ 
proved,  and  he  received  full  power  to  carry  it 
into  execution.  He  fet  out  with  four  vefTels, 
having  on  board  every  thing  neceffary  for  an 
infant  colony.  Van  Riebeck  refolved  to  make 
juftice  the  foundation  of  his  proceedings.  He 
purchafed,  therefore,  from  the  inhabitants  the 
country  where  he  wiflied  to  form  an  eftablifh- 
ment;  gave  them  merchandize,  to  be  felefded  at 
their  own  choice,  to  the  value  of  fifty  thoufand 
florins  j  and  did  not  oblige  them  to  retire  to  a 
great  diftance.  When  they  chofe  to  be  in- 
duflrious,  he  paid  them  for  their  labour ;  when 
fick,  he  affiled  them.  In  a  word,  he  fulfilled 
all  his  engagements  with  the  moll  fcrupulous 
fidelity ;  and  by  thefe  means  infpired  the  Hot¬ 
tentots  with  a  confidence  in  the  Dutch,  which 
ftill  continues. 

This  colony  has  become,  as  it  were,  the  fofter- 
mother  not  only  of  the  Dutch,  who  touch  there  in 
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going  to  and  returning  from  the  Indies,  but  alfo 
of  .other  nations.  They  find  there  every  thing  to 
fupply  their  wants,  and  in  particular  abundance 
of  refrefhments.  The  fruits  of  every  climate 
have  been  naturalized  in  this  happy  country  ; 
and  its  immenfe  magazines  are  filled  with  pro- 
vifions  of  all  kinds.  The  Dutch  have  applied 
to  the  breeding  and  rearing  of  cattle.  Their 
fettlements  extend  as  far  as  three  hundred 
leagues  up  the  country,  from  which  they  bring 
down,  on  the  arrival  of  the  fhips,  numerous 
herds.  They  live  in  a  date  of  perfect  friend- 
fhip  with  the  Hottentots,  who  never  rob  them, 
though  thefe  favages  ^re  in  a  date  of  continual 
warfare  with  each  other.  The  fpirit  of  the 
worthy  Van  Riebeck  feemsftill  to  breathe  among 
thefe  happy  planters.  In  general,  they  enjoy 
good  health.  It  is  difplayed  in  their  counte¬ 
nances,  by  that  cheerful  and  ferene  air  with 
which  they  are  animated.  The  complexions  of 
the  Dutch  fair  are  enlivened  here  with  a  rud- 
dinefs  which  is  commonly  denied  to  them  in 
Europe.  Vines  have  been  planted  at  the  Cape 
with  fuccefs  j  and  the  Conftantia  wine  is  ho¬ 
noured  with  a  rank  among  the  mod  delicate 
kinds.  There  is  a  colony  here  of  French  re¬ 
fugees;  and  this  is  the  only  country  perhaps  in 
the  world  where  they  feel  the  lead  regret  for 
the  lofs  of  their  own. 

Malacca  may  be  compared  to  the  Cape,  if 
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the  latter  is  the  link  which  connects  Europe  and 
Aka,  Malacca  is  the  key  of  the  commerce  be¬ 
tween  the  peninfula  of  India,  the  kingdoms  of 
Pegu  and  Siam,  and  the  adjacent  iflands  as  far 
as  China  and  Japan.  The  Dutch  made  a  con- 
quek  of  it  from  the  Portuguefe  by  the  treachery 
of  the  governor.  They  had  laid  kege  to  the 
fortrefs,  and  began  to  defpair  of  taking  it, 
when  the  avarice  of  the  commander  threw  open 
the  gates.  They  promifed  him  eighty  thoufand 
crowns.  On  this  offer  the  governor  gave  them 
free  admiflicn.  They  ruffed  into  the  place, 
inftantly  maffacred  every  perfon  whom  they 
found  under  arms,  and  proceeded  ftraight  to 
the  houfe  of  the  traitor,  who  believed  himfelf 
in  fafety  ;  they,  however,  difpatched  him  to  fave 
their  eighty  thoufand  crowns. 

Befides  the  territories  of  which  the  company 
is  foie  maker,  there  is  no  place  in  India  where 
it  has  not  factories,  or  at  leak  commercial  inter- 
courfe.  It  every- where  ffares  in  the  trade  of 
others,  and  buffers  others  to  participate  as  little 
as  poffible  in  its  own.  It  is  akoniffing  what 
efforts  it  has  made  to  appropriate  to  itfelf  alone 
the  purchafe  and  fale  of  pepper  ;  but  this  berry 
is  the  production  of  too  many  countries.  It, 
however,  endeavours  to  fecure  the  bek  by 
treaties  with  the  fovereigns  where  it  abounds. 
When  it  finds  itfelf  kronger  it  compels  them  ; 
when  weak,  it  induces  them  by  the  payment  of 
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a  ftipulated  fum  to  prevent  their  fubjefts  from 
felling  their  pepper  to  others :  in  a  word,  there 
is  no  cunning,  no  addrefs,  no  violence,  and  no 
induilrv,  which  the  fubtle  Dutchman  does  not 
employ  to  accomplifh  his  ends.  One  might  be 
induced  to  believe  that  he  has  no  chara&er  but 
what  is  formed  by  circumftances.  We  may  fay, 
intereft  is  his  god  ;  and  he  proves  it  at  Japan. 

Who  is  the  man — who  goes,  as  we  may  fay, 
to  expofe  himfelf  voluntarily  to  infult  ?  Who 
fuffers  himfelf  to  be  received  with  contemptuous 
fufpicion  P  Who  allows  himfelf  to  be  confined 
and  immured — to  be  conftrained  in  his  actions, 
his  words,  and  even  his  religious  opinions?  It 
is  the  Dutchman  at  Japan.  As  foon  as  his 
fhips  appear,  the  governor  of  Nangazaki  dif- 
patches  feveral  boats  filled  with  foldiers,  who 
immediately  furround  them  and  carry  away  the 
cannon,  the  gunpowder,  and  all  the  arms,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  rudder,  fails,  cables,  and  fpare 
anchors.  The  crew  are  fhut  up  in  a  fmall 
ifland  called  Dezima,  where  they  are  examined 
each  in  fuccellion,  and  compared  with  the  de- 
fcription  of' their  perfons,  while  the  merchan¬ 
dize  is  unpacked ;  and  if  there  be  the  fmalleft 
error  in  the  invoice— if  there  be  found  an  image 
or  even  a  book  which  has  the  lead;  relation  to 
the  chriflian  religion,  it  becomes  an  affair  of 
ftate,  and  muft  be  communicated  to  the  gover¬ 
nor  of  th£  town  often  to  the  governor  of  th$ 
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province,  and  fometimes  even  to  the  emperof* 
The  trade  is  under  great  reffraint ;  the  prices 
of  the  different  articles  fold  muff  not  exceed  a 
certain  fum  ;  all  merchandize  which  goes  be¬ 
yond  it  mu  ft  be  ftored  up  and  kept  till  another 
year.  The  Dutch  who  remain  to  take  care  of 
this  furplus  muff  the  year  following  re-embark; 
and  their  place  is  fupplied  by  new  comers,  who, 
like  their  predeceffors,  fubmit  to  be  kept  in  a 
fate  of  civil  imprifonment  for  a  wrho!e  year  in  a 
fmali  parched  ifland,  guarded  day  and  night, 
and  obliged,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  Japanefe, 
to  perform  what  is  called  the  Jefuvia ,  that  is, 
to  tread  under  foot  and  fpit  upon  the  crofs, 
when  the  time  appointed  for  this  general  obli¬ 
gation  arrives. 

One  might  believe  that  fome  pleafure  would 
be  enjoyed  by  the  director  and  three  or  four 
Dutchmen,  chofen  by  himfelf,  with  whom  he 
traverfes  the  kingdom  to  pay  his  refpedts  to  the 
emperor,  and  deliver  the  prefents  fent  to  him 
by  the  company  ;  but,  under  the  pretence  of  ho¬ 
nour,  he  is  really  treated  like  a  prifoner  during 
the  whole  journey.  The  tranfadiions  of  each 
day  are  previoufly  regulated,  and  nothing  can 
derange  them  but  a  fevere  indifpofition,  or 
fome  other  infurmountable  obftacle.  He  is  not 
allowed  to  fpeak  to  any  one ;  to  pay  any  vifits, 
or  to  view  public  monuments  or  objects  ever  fo 
little  diftant,  which  may  excite  his  curiofity. 
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No  liberty  is  left  to  him  except  that  of  looking 
at  whatever  is  immediately  around  him;  but  if  he 
defires  information  refpe£lingany  thing  he  fees  he 
receives  no  fatisfa&ion.  When  the  Japanefe  are 
allied  the  reafon  of  this  referve,  and,  above  all, 
of  the  rigour  which  they  exercife  among  them- 
fe-lves  for  the  lead  infra£tion  of  their  laws,  they 
make  the  following  fage  reply  :  “We  know  the 
“  advantages  of  the  government  we  have  efta- 
“  blilhed,  and  we  are  unwilling  to  run  the  rific 
“  of  a  change  by  introducing  among  us  your 
<f  cuftoms,  which  may  be  fuited  to  your  charac- 
“  ter,  and  which  we  do  not  condemn.  Great 
“  revolutions  are  effe&ed  infenfibly  and  by  de- 
“  grees.  The  defire  of  innovation  can  be  cured 
<(  only  by  continued  precaution,  and  the  rod  of 
<c  punilhment.” 

It  would  appear  as  if  this  maxim  had  been 
the  foundation  of  the  laws  and  regulations  which 
the  company  have  eftablilhed  for  their  fervants 
in  India.  To  begin  with  the  governor-general  : 
though  his  power  is  very  extenfive,  he  is  fub- 
je£led  to  certain  ftrift  forms  of  etiquette  which 
are  a  continual  burthen.  The  fupreme  council 
may  prefent  to  him  very  fevere  remonflrances ;  . 
may  even  put  him  under  an  arreft  and  bring  him 
to  trial.  Thus,  with  all  his  power,  his  fituation 
differs  very  little  from  that  of  the  doge  of  Ve¬ 
nice,  whofe  hands  are  tied  though  he  is  furround- 
ed  with  honours.  It  muff,  however,  be  confeffed, 
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that  the  great  merit  of  almoft  all  thefe  governors, 
who  are  never  raifed  to  that  office  but  by  elec¬ 
tion,  and  in  confequence  of  fignal  fervices,  frees 
them  in  general  from  being  fubjecled  to  fervile 
rules ;  and  the  company,  for  the  mod  part,  has 
found  its  advantage  in  granting  them  that  in¬ 
dulgence.  In  the  fame  manner  as  the  chief,  all 
the  fubalterns,  from  the  director-general,  who  is 
next  in  rank  to  the  governor,  down  to  the  mean- 
elt  lackey  of  the  company,  are  obliged  to  con¬ 
form  to  certain  regulations,  from  which  thev 
are  never  buffered  to  depart.  Command  is  gall¬ 
ing  :  to  the  French  fubordination  would  appear 
fervile.  As  the  laws  are  well  known,  no  excufe 
is  admitted.  It  is  to  the  care  which  the  com- 
“  pany  has  taken  in  this  refpedi,”  fay  certain 
authors  ;  “  to  its  wifdom  in  regulating  trifling 
“  matters :  to  its  great  ftriclnefs,  which  fome 
“  call  exceffive  feverity;  and  to  its  vigilance  in 
“  maintaining  the  good  order  eftablibhed  -with 

bo  much  prudence ;  that  we  mult  abcribe  the 
ct  liability  of  its  power,  and  the  happy  buccefs 
<c  of  its  deflgns.” 

The  Danes,  celebrated  as  mariners,  reduced 
under  their  power  the  Britith  ifles,  invaded 
France  through  the  mouths  of  its  rivers,  and 
founded  the  duchy  of  Normandy.  They  pene¬ 
trated  to  the  Mediterranean  fea,  and  made  their 
name  known  from  the  coafts  of  Naples  to  thofe 
of  Alia.  It  could  be  only  from  Alia  or  Africa 
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that  they  borrowed  the  idea  of  the  white  ele¬ 
phant,  which  is  the  badge  of  the  military  order 
of  Denmark.  This  country,  at  prefent  fo  con¬ 
fined,  gave  laws  to  the  whole  north.  Sweden  and 
Norway  were  fubjeft  to  it.  At  that  period  this 
kingdom,  contented  with  the  dominion  of  its 
power  and  its  arms,  paid  very  little  attention  to 
that  of  commerce.  Emulation  in  this  refpeft  was 
not  awakened  till  the  year  1612,  when  an  Eaft- 
India  company  was  formed  under  Chriftian  IV. 
Being  able  to  proceed  only  with  a  timid  ftep  in 
the  traces  of  the  Portuguefe,  the  Spaniards,  the 
Dutch,  and  the  Englifh,  already  eftablifhed  and 
powerful,  this  company  made  a  feeble  and  flow 
progrefs.  By  conftancy  and  perfeverance  it 
however  effefted  an  opening  for  itfelf  on  the 
coaft  of  Coromandel,  in  the  kingdom  of  Tan- 
jaur,  where  it  built  the  city  of  Tranquebar,  its 
only  fettlement,  a  few  fmall  factories  excepted. 
It  behaved  with  mildnefs  and  humanity  in  thefe 
countries  accuftomed  to  experience,the  injuftice 
of  the  Europeans.  The  Danifh  company  pur- 
chafed  its  territories,  and  pays  for  them  annually 
a  certain  acknowledgement. 

Notwithftanding  the  pacific  character  of  the 
Danes,  they  were  expofed  to  vexatious  a£ls  of 
oppreffion  from  the  raja  of  Tanjaur,  who  firft 
gave  them  fhelter.  This  prince  poffeffes  a  dif- 
membered  part  of  the  great  empire  of  Bifnagar, 
the  fovereign  of  which  aflumed  the  lofty  and 
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whimfical  titles  of  king  of  kings,  and  hujband 
of  the  thoufand  wives.  That  of  Tanjaur,  accuf- 
tomed  to  invafion,  attempted  feveral  times  to 
take  back  what  he  had  ceded,  and  was  always 
repulfed  5  but  the  commerce  of  the  company, 
badly  fupported  from  Europe,  fell  and  rofe,  yet 
was  never  in  a  flouriffiing  condition  if  com¬ 
pared  with  the  reft.  It  employs  about  two  (hips, 
which  go  and  return,  but  not  regularly.  The 
kings  of  Denmark  imagined  they  fbould  be 
able  to  derive  from  this  fettlement  a  profit 
much  more  ufeful  in  the  eye  of  reafon  than  in 
that  of  commerce:  to  civilize  the  furrounding 
natives.  They  fent  thither  miffionaries,  who 
had  very  little  fuccefs  with  the  mahometans,  but 
who  have  made  confideraole  progrefs  among  the 
pagans.  Thefe  apoftolic  labourers  are  highly  re- 
fpetled  in  this  part  of  the  coaft  of  Coromandel, 
where  they  have  propagated  their  religion.  They 
have  alfo  made  known  manv  things  of  which  we 
were  before  ignorant,  refpefting  the  manners 
and  Cliffords  ot  the  Indians  who  inhabit  the  ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  peninfula,  becaufe  they  penetrated 

- 

into  the  country  and  learned  the  Tamulic,  which 
is  the  polite  language,  and  that  molt  common 
among  the  heathens.  It  is  here  to  be  remarked, 
that  we  are  indebted  to  chriuian  miffionaries, 
whatever  may  have  been  their  religion,  for  our 
earliefi  and  raofl  ufeful  information  refpe£iing 
diftant  nations. 
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Should  it  be  afked  why  the  French,  fo  active  Commerce 
and  fo  enterprizing,  were  fo  flow  and  unfuccefsful  trench, 
in  regard  to  the  commerce  of  India,  it  may  be 
replied,  that  it  was  owing  to  the  abundance  of 
their  country,  which  is  fufficient  for  its  own  con- 
fumption  and  for  the  purpofes  of  barter ;  to  the 
faults  of  its  government,  wavering  and  accefhble 
to  every  projedl ;  and  to  the  national  character, 
fickle,  inconftant,  and  fond  of  change.  In  1527, 

Francis  I.  invited  his  fubje&s  to  undertake 
diftant  voyages.  He  renewed  his  exhortations 
in  1543  and  1575  ;  and  affidance  was  offered  to 
thofe  who  fhould  go  out  on  expeditions  of  dis¬ 
covery  :  no  enterprize  of  note,  however,  took 
place.  In  1604,  Henry  IV.  eftablifhed  a  com¬ 
pany;  but  it  did  not  acl  :  in  1611,  it  received 
encouragement  and  fupport  from  Louis  XIII. 
but  they  were  attended  with  no  effect.  A  new 
company  wTas  formed  in  1615,  and  fent  out  two 
fhips  in  1617,  and  three  others  in  1619 ;  but  fo 
little  advantage  was  derived  from  a  voyage  to 
the  Indies,  that  it  was  thought  prudent  to  con¬ 
fine  itfelf  to  Madagafcar. 

Colbert,  notwithftanding  the  extent  of  his 
genius,  adopted  the  fame  narrow  views,  no 
doubt  becaufe  he  had  no  opportunity  of  doing 
better.  It  was  neceffary  to  give  a  flimulus  to 
the  nation.  The  pens  of  the  mod  celebrated 
academicians  were  employed  ;  and  memoirs, 
which  held  forth  the  mod  inviting  profpefts. 
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and  foretold  the  greatefl  fuccefs,  were  diftributed 
in  profufion.  The '{hares  were  enfured  by  the 
fandiion  of  the  parliament.  The  king  made  a 
fpeech,  and  fubfcribed  300,000  livres.  Through 
policy  or  zeal  the  greater  part  of  the  nobility 
interefted  tbemfelves  alfo,  and  their  example 
was  followed  by  the  opulent.  In  1665,  four  {hips, 
well  ftored  with  every  thing  neceffary  to  fupply 
the  colony  with  provifions,  and  to  improve  it, 
failed  for  the  ifland  of  Madagafcar,  which  was 
now  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Ifle  Dauphine. 
In  1667,  fome  veffels  were  difpatched  from  this 
fettlement  for  Cochin.  While  on  their  paflage 
the  new  fettlers  of  Madagafcar,  finding  them- 
felves  in  a  pleafant  and  fertile  country,  excellent 
for  hunting  and  other  diverfions,  gave  them- 
felvc-s  up  entirely  to  thefe  amufements,  without 
thinking  of  the  company  by  whom  they  were 
paid  and  maintained.  The  company  treated 
them  as  they  deferved,  by  requeuing  the  king 
to  take  back  the  ifland,  in  which  few  of  thefe 
pretended  merchants  remained.  The  molt  ufe- 
ful  of  them  were  conveyed  to  Surat  in  1670. 

The  company,  infteaa  of  applying  feriouflv  to 
commerce,  amufed  itfelf  with  felling  its  privilege 
to  private  (hips  which  traded  in  its  name.  It  im¬ 
ported  from  India,  orcaufed  to  be  manufactured 
in  France  and  Switzerland,  white  cotton  cloth, 
which  it  painted  or  printed  itfelf.  The  beauty  of 
the  deligns  brought  a  temporary  profit ;  but  this 
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traffic,  which  eluded  the  payment  of  the  duties, 
embroiled  the  company  with  the  farmers-ge- 
neral:  the  latter,  more  neceffary  at  the  moment,, 
becaufe  they  promoted  the  court  loans,  had  the 
fuperiority.  The  company,  when  juft  on  the 
brink  of  deftrudlion,  was  flopped,  if  I  may  ufe 
the  expreffion,  on  the  edge  of  the  precipice,  by 
uniting  itfelf  to  a  China  company  in  1700  ;  and 
in  1712,  by  an  aflociation  of  the  merchants  of 
St.  Malo,  who  contributed  to  its  fupport  in 
India. 

While  the  company  was  fupporting  itfelf  in 
Europe  by  defperate  meafures — borrowing  and 
paying,  difcounting  and  entering  into  new  en¬ 
gagements — its  fervants  were  endeavouring  to 
retrieve  its  finances  in  India. . 

A  king  of  Vifapour,  whom  they  had  found 
means  to  gain  over  to  their  in  ter  eft,  ceded  to 
them  a  fmall  diftridt  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel, 
where,  in  1681',  they  built  Pondicherry.  This 
place,  which  had  coft  them  immenfe  care  and 
expenfe,  was  taken  by  the  Dutch  in  1693  :  in 
1697  it  was  greatly  improved  in  regard  to  its 
buildings,  and  much  better  fortified:  in  1710 
it  contained  fixty  thoufand  inhabitants.  It  was 
indebted  for  its  aggrandizement  to  a  governor 
named  Francis  Martin,  a  man  of  genius  and  in¬ 
telligence.  He  perfuaded  the  inhabitants  to 
fubmit  to  fome  burthens  in  order  to  enfure  the 
profperity  of  their  city  5  and  by  acondudt  which 
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difplayed  moderation  and  equity,  removed  the 
jealoufy  of  the  natives. 

As  the  French,  at  the  time  when  they  fettled 
at  Pondicherry,  had  no  other  power  than  what 
they  obtained  by  their  addrefs,  they  were  pre¬ 
vented  on  that  account  from  abandoning-  them- 
felves  to  their  ufual  vivacity,  and  from  fhewing 
the  fainteft  trace  of  that  contempt  for  the  man¬ 
ners  of  foreign  nations  which  renders  them 
fometimes  infupportable.  They  difplayed  the 
fair  fide  only  of  their  eharadter — candour,  po- 
litenefs,  and  affability  ;  they  behaved  with  the 
greateft  refpect  towards  the  neighbouring  kings 
and  princes.  This  condudt  procured  them 
friends,  from  fome  of  whom  they  received  par¬ 
ticular  marks  of  efteem.  They  often  performed 
good  offices  to  the  Indians  as  well  as  the  Eu- 
ropeans,  lived  on  friendly  terms  with  each 
other,  and  protedied  the  natives  again  ft  the  in- 
curfionsof  the  plunderers  and  banditti  by  whom 
the  highways  had  been  before  infefted.  By 
thefe  different  means  they  induced  the  Indians, 
a  temperate,  pacific,  and  induftrious  people,  to 
fettle  in  their  territories,  where  they  were  cer¬ 
tain  of  enjoying  in  peace  the  fruits  of  their  la¬ 
bour.  This  fyltem,  which  they  continued  for 
more  than  fifty  years,  gained  a  high  reputation 
to  the  French  in  India.  The  flourifhing  ftate  of 
Pondicherry  caufed  the  principal  feat  of  com¬ 
merce  to  be  transferred  thither  in  the  beginning 
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of  the  prefent  century,  and  Surat  has  remained 
a  plain  fa£tory,  Hill  important,  but  too  much 
neglected. 

No  commercial  company  has  experienced  fo 
many  viciffitudes  as  the  French  Eaft-India  com¬ 
pany.  After  the  death  of  Louis  XIV.  the  re¬ 
gent,  in  order  that  he  might  employ  it  as  an 
oftenfible  fupport  to  his  fyftem,  united  the  Eaft- 
India  company  to  a  Weft-India  company,  which 
was  announced  to  the  public  as  an  inexhauftible 
treafure.  The  edift  of  union  gave  to  the  affo- 
ciation  the  lofty  title  of  the  Perpetual  India  Com¬ 
pany.  The  privileges  were  declared  to  be  per¬ 
petual  and  irrevocable  :  but  as  titles  do  not  fup- 
ply  funds,  the  perpetual  company  found  itfelf 
on  the  brink  of  ruin,  when  the  exhaufted  date 
of  the  kingdom,  a  confequence  of  the  prevail¬ 
ing  fyftem,  prevented  the  government  from  af¬ 
fording  it  relief.  The  adventures  and  returns 
were  irregular  and  uncertain  ;  heavy  debts  were 
incurred  in  India;  and  the  company  was  unable 
to  take  up  its  bills  when  they  became  due. 
Under  the  wife  adminiftration  of  cardinal  Fleury, 
money  was  procured  when  it  was  no  longer  ex¬ 
pended  ;  this  was  a  happy  change,  but  viciffitudes 
are  always  ruinous  to  commerce.  The  prudent 
minifter  fupported,  as  long  as  he  could,  the  tot¬ 
tering  edifice  ;  and  it  was  with  the  utmoft  regret 
that  he  found  himfelf  obliged  to  withdraw  that 
affiftance  which  had  prevented  it  from  tumbling: 
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but  the  war  of  1744  gave  a  fatal  blow  to  the 
company,  which  did  not  recover  after  the  Ioffes 
it  fuftained,  and  which  were  afterwards  accu¬ 
mulated,  notwithftanding  the  efforts  of  its  brave 
defenders.  It  however  ftill  retains  poffeffions 
capable  of  feeding  the  hopes  of  a  warlike  na¬ 
tion,  which  ought  to  confiderit  as  below  its  dig¬ 
nity  to  fuffer  itfelf  to  be  difcouraged'by  misfor¬ 
tunes. 

The  ifles  of  France  and  Bourbon,  fituated  at 
a  fmall  diftance  from  each  other,  and  pretty  near 
Madagafcar,  are  places  of  great  importance  to 
the  French  for  their  India  trade.  The  air  in 
both  is  falubrious,  though  warm  ;  but  it  is  cool¬ 
ed  by  the  breezes  from  the  mountains,  and  by 
an  annual  hurricane.  The  foil  of  the  Ifle  of 
France  is  not  fo  fertile  for  rice  and  various  forts 
of  grain  ;  but  this  deficiency  is  fupplied  by  po¬ 
tatoes  and  other  roots.  It  produces  alfo  plenty 
of  game  ;  fifh  are  abundant  ;  the  meadows  af¬ 
ford  nourifhment  to  numerous  herds  of  cattle, 
and  the  trees  are  beautiful,  particularly  the 
ebony,  which  in  quality  furpaffes  every  other 
yet  known.  The  land  and  fea  tortoifes,  which 
were  formerly  common  in  thefe-  iflands,  have 
become  fcarce  fmce  the  increafe  of  their  popu¬ 
lation.  Bourbon  poffeffes  this  advantage  over 
its  rival,  that  it  produces  excellent  coffee  ;  but 
the  Ifle  of  France  has  a  good  harbour,  which 
renders  it  more  convenient  for  trade  ;  neither  of 
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them  is  infefted  with  venemous  infects.  Thefe 
two  iflands  are  each  nearly  about  thirty  or  forty 
leagues  in  circumference ;  they  are  well  water¬ 
ed,  and  produce  every  neceflary  of  life.  At  a 
fmall  diflance  from  them  lies  a  very  fmall  one, 
called  IJle  Rodrigue,  which,  in  fome  meafure,  is 
an  accumulation  of  fand,  inhabited  by  tortoifes 
rather  than  men. 

When  the  Portuguefe  difcovered  the  Ifle  of 
France,  they  left  there,  according  to  their  laud¬ 
able  cuftom,  hogs,  goats,  and  poultry,  which 
the  Dutch  found  greatly  multiplied  when  they 
landed  on  the  ifland  in  159S.  They  named  it 
the  Mauritius,  after  prince  Maurice,  and  be¬ 
gan  to  form  plantations.  As  they  wanted 
hands  in  proportion  as  they  increafed,  they 
fent  to  Madagafcar  for  fome  of  thofe  blacks 
who  had  put  themfelves  under  the  protection  of 
the  French,  and  whom  the  latter  fold  to  them. 
Thefe  men,  rendered  flaves  by  the  molt  villanous 
treachery,  after  living  in  a  hate  of  freedom, 
did  not  anfwer  the  expectations  of  their  new 
matters;  they  made  their  efcape  into  the  woods, 
where  they  multiplied,  and  acquired  fo  much 
ftrength,  that  they  obliged  the  Dutch  to  aban¬ 
don  the  ifland,  but  they  did  not  quit  their  re¬ 
treats,  from  which  they  fallied  out  on  the  fhips 
that  touched  to  take  in  water,  or  torefrefh  their 
Tick.  Thefe  aCls  of  violence  made  the  Dutch 
refolve  to  ereCt  three  fmall  forts  to  proteft  the 
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watering  place ;  but  the  blacks  remained  mas¬ 
ters  of  the  interior  parts  of  the  ifland,  and 
forced  the  Dutch  to  abandon  it  a  fecond  time. 
The  French,  who  had  long  kept  their  eye  on 
this  eftablifhment,  took  poffeflion  of  it  in  1.710, 
and  gave  it  the  name  of  IJle  de  France. 

The  affairs  of  the  company,  notwithftanding 
the  funis  it  advanced  to  the  new  fettlers,  were 
attended  here  with  fo  little  profperity,  that  it 
was  deliberating  whether,  like  the  Dutch,  it 
ought  not  to  abandon  the  ifland  to  the  blacks. 
While  in  this  ftate  of  uncertainty,  Labourdon- 
nais  ftepped  forwards,  and  induced  the  company 
to  make  a  laft  effort.  He  departed  in  1735  with 
very  moderate  refources.  The  condudt  of  this 
man,  fo  ill  rewarded,  and  who  died  in  confe- 
quence  of  long  imprifonment,  deferves  to  be 
exhibited  in  all  its  details. 

On  his  arrival,  he  found  the  Ifle  of  France  in 
as  miferable  a  ftate  as  it  was  poffible  for  a  colony 
to  be.  The  inhabitants,  few  in  number,  were 
ignorant,  lazy,  and  mutinous,  though  half 
naked,  deftitute  of  defenfe,  and  perifhing  of 
famine.  He  fent  for  young  negroes  from  Mada- 
gafcar,  gave  them  proper  inftrudtion,  and  em¬ 
ployed  them  to  compel  the  Maroon  negroes 
either  to  fubmit  or  to  quit  the  ifland.  He  fcarcely 
found  in  it  a  fingle  planter,  artifan,  or  foldier ; 
he  became  all  thefe  himfelf  to  induce  the  inha¬ 
bitants  to  follow  his  example.  When  he  landed, 
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he  beheld  nothing,  but  miferable  huts  ;  in  two  or 
three  years,  befides  houfes  for  individuals,  he 
earned  to  be  erefted  warehoufes,  arfenals,  forti¬ 
fications,  barracks  for  the  officers,  mills,  quays, 
and  aquedufts ;  among  the  laft  there  is  one  three 
thoufand  fix  hundred  toifes  in  length,  which 
conveys  frelh  water  to  the  port  and  the  hofpi- 
tals.  There  were  neither  highways,  horfes,  nor 
carriages  :  the  governor  taught  the  inhabitants 
to  overcome  all  thefe  difficulties.  In  the  courfe 
of  eighteen  months  he  caufed  to  be  tranfported 
to  the  port  timber  of  all  kinds  proper  for  fiiip- 
building,  for  making  pontoons,  for  repairing 
fhips,  and  conftrufifing  (loops  and  boats.  In 
1 73 7  he  launched  a  brig ;  in  173b  he  built  two 
other  veffiels,  and  put  on  the  flocks  a  fliip  of  five 
'  hundred  tons.  All  this  was  accomplifhed  in  the 
courfe  of  five  years,  between  1735  anc^  I74°> 
and  even  before  any  one  fufpe&ed  that  thefe 
changes  were  made;  fo  that  when  admiral  Bof- 
cawen  arrived  at  the  ifland,  thinking  to  take  it 
by  aflault,  he  found  it  in  the  belt  ftate  of  de- 
fenfe,  and  was  obliged  to  direft  his  plans  of 
conqueft  againft  Pondicherry,  to  which  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  the  Ifle  of  France  was  able  to  fend  af- 
fiftance. 

The  Ifle  of  Bourbon  was  alfo  difeovered  by 
the  Portuguefe,  who  called  it  Mafcarhenas, 
after  the  name  of  an  illuftrious  family  of  Por¬ 
tugal.  The  French  fettled  at  Madagafcar 
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had  banifhed  hither  three  men,  who,  being  re-* 
called  at  the  expiration  of  three  years,  gave  a 
very  favourable  defcription  of  it.  Their  rela¬ 
tion  excited  the  curiofity  of  Anthony  Thaureau, 
an  inhabitant  of  Fort  Dauphin,  and  he  removed 
to  Mafcarhenas,  in  1654,  with  feven  Frenchmen 
and  fix  negroes.  They  gave  it  the  name  of  Bour¬ 
bon,  erefled  huts,  and  planted  gardens;  but  as 
they  received  no  intelligence  from  Madagafcar, 
they  began  to  be  impatient.  In  1658  they  went 
onboard  an  Englilh  fhip,  which  conveyed  them 
to  Madras.  The  French  who  efcaped  fome 
time  after  from  Madagafcar,  when  expelled  by 
the  natives,  irritated  on  account  of  their  gallan¬ 
tries,  being  driven  in  two  piroguas  with  their 
wives  and  children  towards  the  Me  of  Bourbon, 
thought  themfelves  exceedingly  happv  to  find 
there  the  huts  and  gardens  of  Thaureau.  Whilft 
their  little  colony  increafed  in  peace,  their  po¬ 
pulation  was  augmented  by  the  arrival  of  fome 
pirates  who  had  been  fliipwrecked  on  the  fhoals 
of  the  ifland  :  they  took  fhelter  in  the  ifland 
with  fome  female  Indians  who  accompanied 
them;  were  well  received  by  the  inhabitants, 
whofe  friendfhip  they  gained  ;  entered  into  alli¬ 
ances  with  them,  and  formed  only  one  people. 
They  reinforced  themfelves  afterwards  by  a 
great  many  Haves,  who  were  neceffary  for  the 
cultivation  of  their  lands.  The  mixture  of  races 
was  by  thefe  means  increafed :  but  it  is  wor- 
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thy  of  remark,  that  in  regard  to  rank  and 
privileges,  there  is  no  diftinffion  in  Bourbon 
between  the  blacks  and  the  whites ;  though 
different  in  colour,  they  confider  themfelves 
no  lefs  members  of  the  fame  family.  A  tra¬ 
veller  relates,  that  he  faw  at  church  a  great-- 
grandfather  perfe&ly  black,  the  daughter  a 
mulatto,  the  grand-daughter  a  meftizo,  the 
daughter  Of  the  grand  daughter  a  quaderon,  and 
the  daughter  of  the  laft  abfolutelyfair.  Bourbon, 
befides  what  is  common  to  it  and  the  Ifle  of 
France,  produces  cotton,  pepper,  benjamin, 
alum,  and  excellent  tobacco.  It  contains  a 
volcano,  always  in  a  hate  of  eruption.  It  is  in¬ 
terfered  by  mountains,  covered  with  fuch  im¬ 
penetrable  woods,  that  there  are  d iff  ri61s  of  the 
ifland  which  have  no  intercourfe  with  each  other 
but  by  fea.  'The  inhabitants  are  exceedingly 
well  made,  remarkably  nimble,  brave,  and  inge¬ 
nious. 

This  ifland  was  taken  poffefiion  of  by  the 
company,  which  ft  ill  retains  alfo  its  fafilories  at 
Mocha  for  coffee  ;  at  Surat  for  the  trade  of  the 
Perfian  gulph  ;  at  Balforah  for  that  with  Perfia 
by  land  ;  and  at  Aleppo,  as  an  intermediary 
magazine.  In  all  thefe  places  the  preponder¬ 
ance  is  difputed  by  the  various  nations  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  who  however  ought  all  to  live  in  perfed 
harmony,  both  that  they  may  not  interfere  with 
each  other’s  markets,  and  by  thefe  means  avoid 
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enhancing  the  price  of  merchandize,  and  that 
they  may  defend  themfelves  in  common  from  the 
vexatious  oppreffion  of  the  mahometan  gover¬ 
nors,  with  which  they  are  equally  threatened. 
The  company  preferves  likewife  fome  eftablifli- 
ments  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  but  more  on  the 
coaft  of  Coromandel,  and  particularly  Carical, 
fituated  in  a  fertile  diftriT,  which  produces 
rice,  cotton,  and  indigo.  The  French  are  in¬ 
debted  for  this  very  profitable  fettlement  to  a 
treaty  with  the  king  of  Tanjaur,  and  not  to  any 
aft  of  violence ;  and  it  was  by  rnildnefs  and 
equity  alfo  that  they  acquired  Pondicherry, 
which  was  raifed  to  the  higheft  fiate  of  fplen- 
dor  by  the  governors  Dumas  and  Dupleix. 

Thefe  two  men,  indeed,  found  themfelves 
under  very  favourable  circumftances,  but  they 
are  entitled  to  praife  for  the  manner  in  which 
they  employed  them.  When  Thomas  Kuli 
Khan  made  the  mogul  emperor  a  prifoner  in 
his  own  capital,  the  viceroys  of  that  unfortu¬ 
nate  monarch,  who  refufed  to  arm  in  his  de- 
fenfe,  thought  themfelves  fufficiently  ftrong  to 
conceive  the  idea  of  acquiring  great  Hates  at 
the  expenfe  of  the  petty  Indian  princes  their 
neighbours.  Taouft  Ali  Khan,  nabob  of  Arcot, 
a  province  on  which  Madras  and  Pondicherry 
depended,  was  one  of  thefe  ambitious  princes. 
He  affembled  a  large  army,  fubdued  the  fur¬ 
rounding  princes,  and  carried  his  conquefts  to 
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the  other  fide  of  the  peninfula,  with  a  defign  to 
get  poffeffion  of  a  part  of  the  coafi:  of  Malabar  j 
but  the  Indian  princes,  alarmed,  applied  to  the 
Mahrattas,  who  inhabit  the  mountains,  a  nu¬ 
merous  and  warlike  people,  whom  they  per- 
fuaded  that  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  being  a  ma- 
hometan,  intended  to  exterminate  the  pagans. 

The  Mahrattas  took  the  field  in  1733,  to  defend 
their  religion,  and  defeated  the  nabob  of  Arcot. 

He  was  killed  before  his  fons,  for  whom  he  in¬ 
tended  thefe  conquefts,  and  who  were  carrying 
on  war  in  another  quarter,  could  come  to  his 
^ffiftance;  and  the  Mahrattas  over-ran  the 
whole  nabobfifip,  laying  wafte  the  country  with 
fire  and  fword. 

Ali  Khan’s  widow  requefted  an  afylum  from 
the  governor  of  Pondicherry.  He  received  her 
with  politenefs,  and  made  it  his  ftudy  to  procure 
her  every  thing  that  could  alleviate  her  misfor¬ 
tunes.  The  Mahrattas  demanded  this  family  to 
be  given  up  to  them:  Dumas  refufed,  and  fup“ 
ported  a  fiege,  which  was  attended  with  little 
bloodshed,  as  the  place  was  firong  and  well  for¬ 
tified,  and  as  thefe  people  were  not  much  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  art  of  attacking  towns. -Having 
acquired  abundance  of  plunder,  they  retired  on 
receiving  a  present.  A  report  of  the  generous 
behaviour  of  the  French  was  conveyed  even  to 
the  court  of  the  mogul,  with  whom  the  nabob’s 
fon  had  entered  into  a  reconciliation,  and  the 
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p  irae  miniffer  wrote  a  letter  of  thanks  to  M. 
Dumas.  The  foil  of  the  deceafed  prince  came 
to  fee  his  mother,  and  to  afford  her  confolation. 
The  governor  received  him  with  every  poffible 
mark  of-  honour.  The  prince  highly  pleafed 
with  his  treatment,  gave  him  three  diftricls,  pro¬ 
ducing  an  ample  revenue  ;  and  fent  him  his 
father’s  armour  and  drefs  of  ceremony,  enriched 
with  gold  and  precious  ftones.  The  grand 
mogul  being  informed  of  the  grant  made  per- 
fonally  to  the  governor  was  pleafed  to  confirm 
it,  and  to  add  to  it  the  dignity  of  nabob,  which 
gave  him  the  command  of  four  thoufand  five 
hundred  horfe.  Dumas  requefted  that  thefe 
favours  might  not  be  conferred  upon  him  per- 
fonally,  but  remain  attached,  in  perpetuity,  to 
the  governor  of  Pondicherry,  which  was  accord- 
ingly  granted. 

Ke  was  fucceeded,  in  1741,  by  Dupleix,  who 
took  poffeflion  of  his  dignity  with  all  the  pomp 
and  fplendor  ufual  on  fuch  occafions.  He  fur- 
rounded  himfelf  in  his  government  with  every 
appendage  of  honour  attached  in  India  to  that 
dignity;  a  numerous  and  fplendid  guard,  with  a 
brilliant  band  of  mufic,  placed  at  the  moft  fre¬ 
quented  gate  of  the  city — a  cufiom,  which  forms 
a  part  of  the  privileges  of  a  nabob.  While  the 
French,  who  are  naturally  inclined  to  be  in¬ 
toxicated  with  favours,  were  highly  gratified 
with  thefe  flattering  marks  of  diftindlion,  ad- 
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miral  Bofcawen  arrived  before  the  city.  He 
difembarked  a  body  of  troops,  and  laid  fiege  to 
the  place.  Vanity  now  gave  way  to  military 
duty  ;  every  man  became  a  foldier ;  and  Dupleix 
fhewed  himfelf  as  capable  in  the  field  as  in  the 
cabinet.  The  Englifh  were  repulfed,  and  re¬ 
embarked.  This  glorious  defenfe  procured  the 
French  new  marks  of  efteem  from  the  mogul 
court.  The  Indians,  as  readyto  imitate  their 
monarch  as  other  nations,  conceived  for  the 
French  fentiments  of  friendfhip  and  efteem, 
■which  they  ftill  retain,  notwithftanding  the 
misfortunes  of  the  nation. 

/  The  company  carries  on  trade  alfo  with  China. 
All  its  imports  muft  be  brought  to  Port  1’Orient, 
fituated  on  the  coaft  of  Brittany,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river  Blavet.  The  largeft  Ihips  may  an¬ 
chor  even  at  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  but  few  of 
them  enter  it.  The  perpetual  company  has  been 
brought  to  ruin  by  the  three  caufes,  perhaps, 
which  retarded  its  commencement,  as  I  have 
already  related :  the  abundance  of  the  country, 
the  faults  of  the  government,  and  the  national 
charafter.  A  fourth  may  be  added,  viz.  that 
the  centre  of  the  company’s  affairs  being  in  the 
capital,  was  at  too  great  a  diftance  from  the 
fea :  and  it  may  not  perhaps  be  improper  to 
fuggeft  a  fifth  ;  that,  owing  to  the  proximity  of 
the  court,  intereft  was  too  predominant  in  the 
choice  of  men  to  fill  the  different  employments. 
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Commerce 
of  Oftend. 


The  certainty  of  protedtion  corrupts  difcipline, 
deftroys  fubordination,  and  renders  fubalterns 
impertinent  and  difobedient  to  the  orders  they' 
receive.  It  is  certainly  poffible  to  obferve  a 
medium  between  Dutch  feverity,  and  the  too 
complaifant  urbanity  of  the  French.  * 

Gdend,  on  the  limits  of  the  Netherlands  and 
Flanders,  with  a  good  port,  is  admirably  well 
fituated  for  commerce ;  and  yet  this  is  the  rea- 
fon  why  it  has  none,  or  at  any  rate  very  little. 
All  nations  have  endeavoured  to  throw  obllacles 
in  the  way  of  its  trade,  through  a  dread  that  it 
might  injure  their  own.  In  1598,  when  the 
king  of  Spain  refigned  the  ten  provinces,  which 
had  remained  faithful  to  him,  to  the  archduke 
Albert,  and  the  infanta  Ifabella,  he  made  it  an 
exprefs  condition  that  the  Flemings  fhould  not, 
under  any  pretence  whatever,  carry  on  trade 
either  in  the  Eaft  or  Weft  Indies.  This  exclu- 
iive  condition,  which  was  introduced  merely  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Spaniards,  has  been  infilled 
on  by  the  Dutch,  who  threw  off  the  Spanifh 
yoke  ;  or  it  has  been  held  out  by  them  to  con¬ 
ceal  the  true  reafon — third  of  gain,  avarice,  and 
jealoufy,  which  excited  them  to  oppofe  the 
commerce  of  the  Offenders.  The  latter  replied 
in  a  thoufand  different  ways,  in  order  to  pre- 
ferve  that  privilege'  to  which  they  were  entitled 
by  the  laws  of  nature.  When  the  affociation 
was  perfecuted  as  a  company,  they  fent  out 
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private  (nips  with  lettres  de  mer,  fometimes  in 
the  name  of  one  power  and  fometimes  of  an¬ 
other.  They  changed  the  places  which  their 
vefiels  touched  at,  the  routes  they  purfued,  and 
the  ports  they  frequented.  From  Hamburgh, 
on  the  coaft  of  Germany,  they  removed  to  Sienna 
and  Tried,  on  the  Adriatic  :  they  had  fome  hopes 
alfo  ot  being  protefted  at  Leghorn.  But  what 
could  they  do  againft  the  Englifh,  the  Dutch, 
the  French,  and  the  Spaniards,  while  abandon¬ 
ed  at  the  fame  time  by  the  emperor,  who  ought 
to  have  protected  them?  The  Oftend  company 
made  a  figure  in  all  the  public  manifeftoes  iftued 
on  account  of  the  wars  between  the  European 
dates  for  nearly  the  whole  of  that  century.  It 
was  often  a  fcarecrow  employed  by  the  houfe  of 
Auftria,  to  procure  the  alliance  of  the  maritime 
powers.  Tired  of  being  the  fport  of  this  policy, 
the  merchants  feparated,  and  employed  their 
capitals  in  other  branches  of  trade.  The  Oftend 
company  no  longer  exifts  5  but  fhould  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  powers  of  Europe  happen  to 
change,  it  is  not  impoflible  that  it  may  yet  be 
revived. 

It  was  in  a  great  meafure  to  the  downfal  of Commcrcs 

°  ot  bweden. 

this  company  that  Sweden  is  indebted  for  the 
finall  branch  of  Oriental  commerce  which  it 
cultivates.  The  warlike  fpirit  of  that  nation, 
their  temperance,  and  their  feverity  of  character, 
reftfted  for  a  long  time  the  folicitations  of  com- 
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merce.  Guftavus  Adolphus  encouraged  his 
fubjedts  to  engage  in  this  trade  by  letters  of 
invitation  in  1626.  The  celebrated  Chriftina 
was  delirous  of  forming  eftablilhments  in  Guinea 
and  in  India ;  but  they  difpleafed  the  Dutch, 
who  contrived  to  ruin  thorn.  The  arts  of  peace 
could  not  flourilh  under  warlike  kings,  the  feries 
of  whom  ended  in  Charles  XIL  His  fuccelfor 
made  his  fubjects  comprehend  that  the  glory 
and  happinefs  of  an  empire  may  be  maintained 
without  the  whole  nation  being  foldiers.  This 
happy  change  in  ideas  took  place  at  the  time 
of  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Oftend  company,  which 
was  a  real  diffolution.  A  number  of  attive  and 
able  men  being  then  deftitute  of  employment, 
and  obliged  to  pufti  their  fortunes,  the  king  of 
Sweden  received  them  into  his  fervice.  In  the 
year  1731,  more  than  a  hundred  years  after  the 
exhortatory  letters  of  Guftavus  Adolphus,  the 
Swediih  monarch  eftablilhed  a  company,  the 
feat  of  which  he  fixed  at  Gottenburg-.  The 
Dutch,  as  ufual,  exclaimed  againft  this  innova¬ 
tion  ;  and  befides  fome  indirect  a6ts  of  hoftility, 
by  refilling  refrefhments  and  other  affiftance 
to  Swedifh  veflels,  they  even  feized  fome  of 
them.  The  king  afied  with  firmnefs,  and  caufed 
fatisfablion  to  be  made  for  the  injury.  This 
modeft  company  never  ufurped  any  thing  from 
the  Indians,  or  the  Europeans.  Its  agents,  dif- 
perfed  throughout  the  other  fa&ories  as  private 
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ihercbants,  provide  the  cargoes,  which  are  never 
very  conliderable,  and  confequently  not  capable 
of  exciting  the  jealoufy  of  the  other  companies. 

The  Swedes  are  tolerated  at  China,  and  have  a 
factory  on  the  river  of  Canton.  The  example 
of  the  Swedes  proves  that  trade  may  be  carried 
on  in  India,  without  oppreffing  the  natives  or 
invading  their  country.  In  that  cafe  it  might, 
perhaps,  be  lefs  lucrative,  but  it  would  be  more 
confident  with  judice. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  remark,  that  be¬ 
fore  the  difcovery  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
the  Indians  traded  with  Europe  by  three  routes, 
which  are  dill  open  : 

1.  From  Bengal,  or  Mazulipatan,  they  went 
to  Delhi,  and  then  turning  wed  to  Cabul  and 
Candahar,  proceeded  by  Corafan  and  the  nor¬ 
thern  part  of  Perfia  to  the  Cafpian  Sea,  from 
which  they  continued  their  route  to  the  Black 
Sea,  and  difperfed  themfelves  through  various 
maritime  trading  towns  of  the  Levant,  where 
their  goods  were  received  by  the  Pifans,  Ge- 
noefe,  and  Venetians,  Thofe  of  the  coad  of 
Malabar,  fetting  out  from  Goa,  tranfported  their 
merchandize  on  oxen  over  that  large  ridge  of 
mountains  called  the  Gauts ;  and  proceeded  by 
Aurengabad  and  Tatta  to  Candahar,  where 
they  joined  thofe  from  Bengal.  The  going  and 
returning  employed  three  years,  and  the  whole 
journey  was  performed  by  land. 
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2.  From  Bengal  and  Mafulipatan,  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  by  fea  to  Surat.  From  that  port,  the 
grand  emporium  of  India,  they  repaired  to 
Baflbra,  at  the  bottom  of  the  Perfian  Gulph. 
The  merchandize  put  on  board  veffels  in  the 
Tigris  was  carried  to  Bagdad,  from  which 
it  was  tranfported  on  camels  through  the  de- 
fert  to  Aleppo,  where  it  was  received  by  the 
Italian  merchants,  who  difperfed  it  over  all 
Europe.  The  time  employed  in  going  and 
returning  w7as  two  years,  half  by  land  and  half 
by  wmter. 

3.  From  Bengal,  or  Mazulipatan,  they  failed 
to  Surat,  and  thence  to  the  entrance  of  the  Red 
Sea.  The  Ifthmus  of  Suez  was  the  term  of 
the  Indian  navigation  ;  and  there  were  two 
routes  from  that  place  for  the  European  com* 
merce  :  the  longeft,  through  the  great  defert  to 
Aleppo,  required  forty  days,  with  an  efcort ; 
the  lhorteft,  from  Suez  to  Cairo,  through  the 
defert,  employed  eighteen  days,  and  was  ex¬ 
ceedingly  dangerous  on  account  of  the  banditti 
by  which  it  was  infefled.  By  way  of  fecurity, 
the  caravans  hired  fafeguards,  who  engaged  for 
a  certain  fum  to  protect  them  from  being  plun¬ 
dered  ;  and  this  practice  is  ftill  followed.  The 
guards,  being  affociated  with  the  wandering 
Arabs,  can  make  them  retire  whenever  they 
appear.  The  Europeans  ta!:e  charge  of  the 
remainder  of  the  route  to  Alexandria,  Rofetta, 
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and  the  other  maritime  places  of  trade  in  the 
Levant. 

As  this  route  requires  only  a  year,  or  a  year 
and  a  half,  it  has  always  b.een,  and  ftill  is,  the 
moft  lucrative  when  the  caravan  is  not  plunder¬ 
ed  or  obliged  to  pay  too  dear  to  the  Arabs  for 
protection. 

It  is  here  feen  that  the  greater  part  of  thefe 
journeys  is  performed  through  countries  fub- 
je£t  todhe  dominion  of  the  grand  fignior.  Bv 
protecting  the  route,  he  might  render  it  much 
more  frequented,  and  procure  immenfe  benefit 
to  his  revenue;  but  the  hiftory  of  the  Turks 
will  fhew  that,  though  greedy  of  gain,  they  are 
much  better  calculated  to  acquire  it  by  violence 
than  by  political  combinations. 

Ottoman  Empire. 

The  Ottomans  are  difpleafed  with  the  name 
of  Turks,  which  we  generally  give  to  them. 
They  rejeCt  it  as  indicating  a  rude  man;  but  it 
ought  to  be  adopted  in  preference  to  any 
other,  becaufe  it  recals  the  remembrance  of 
Turk,  a  defcendant  of  Japhet,  the  father  of  all 
the  nations  or  tribes  who  inhabit  Tartary.  The 
branch  of  the  Ottomans,  by  retaining  that  name, 
might  boaft  of  being  the  moft  illuftrious  in  the 
world.  It  is  believed,  as  has  been  already 
faid,  that  they  proceeded  from  Tartary  towards 
the  Cafpian  Sea,  where  there  ftill  ex  ills  a  wan- 
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Othman, 
lit  Sultan, 
J300. 


dering  horde  who  fpeak  the  fame  language  as 
the  Ottomans.  They  thence  penetrated  into 
Perfia,  and  difperfed  themfelves  over  Aha 
Minor,  in  the  beginning  of  the  fourteenth 
century,  under  Othman,  the  firffc  of  their  chiefs 
who  had  any  celebrity. 

Othman,  with  feven  other  Turkifh  captains, 
feized  all  the  countries  which  had  been  in 
the  pofieffion  of  the  Selucidae  in  Alia  Minor. 
His  fhare  was  Bithynia.  He  rendered  himfelf 
mafter'  of  Prufa,  which  he  made  his  capital. 
After  a  reign  of  twenty-feven  years,  which  had 
been  entirely  fpent  in  military  expeditions,  he 
died  at  the  age  of  lixty-nine.  He  was  fucceeded 
by  his  fon  Orchan,  who  continued  the  conquelts 
of  his  father  in  the  Greek  empire,  and  took 
Nicomedia  and  Nicea.  As  hisfoldiers  hitherto 
had  received  no  pay,  and  were  therefore  fubjeff 
to  mutiny,  Orchan  dilbanded  thefe  troops,  and 
compofed  his  infantry  of  young  men,  taken  from 
diftridts  belonging"  to  the  chriliians,  whom  he 
caufed  to  be  inftrufited  in  the  mahometan religion, 
and  his  cavalry  of  country  land-holders  of  the 
Turkifh  race,  whofe  property  enabled  them  to 
difpenfe  with  pay.  This  prince  was  humane, 
and  a  friend  to  letters.  He  built  at  Prufa  a 
beautiful  mofque,  and  founded  an  hofpital  and 
an  academy,  worthy  of  royal  munificence.  His 
devotion  and  charity,  however,  did  not  prevent 
him  from  endeavouring  to  enlarge  his  kingdom 
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at  the  expenfe  of  the  petty  mufTulman  princes, 
his  neighbours.  Cantacuzenus,  the  Greek  em¬ 
peror,  could  not  fhelter  himfelf  from  his  at¬ 
tacks  but  by  giving  him  one  of  his  daughters  in 
„  marriage.  This  alliance  was  highly  advanta¬ 
geous  to  the  Greeks,  whom  Orchan  frequently 
affifted  againft  thofe  enemies  who  aftailed  them. 

The  piety  and  juftice  of  this  prince  are  extolled 
by  the  Turkifh  hiftorians.  He  died  at  the  age  of 
fixty-fix,  aftera  reign  of  thirty-five  years. 

Notwithftanding  the  good  intelligence  which 
prevailed  very  often  between  the  Greeks  and  the 
Turks,  the  latter  loft  no  opportunity  of  taking 
from  the  former  whatever  they  found  conve¬ 
nient. 

Amurath  I.  the  fon  and  fucceffor  of  Orchan,  Amumth  1. 
paffed  the  ftrait  of  Gallipoli,  and  took  Adria-  1356.  ^ 
nople.  It  appears,  by  what  happened  to  him 
in  this  city,  that  the  Turkifh  emperor  was  not 
then  more  exempted  than  any  other  from  the 
formalities  of  juftice,  and  the  external  duties  of 
religion.  Amurath  was  fummoned  as  a  witnefs 
before  the  muphti,  who  to  this  quality  united 
that  of  judge.  As  he  was  beginning  to  fpeak, 
the  muphti  ftopped  him:  “  Your  teftimony,” 
faid  he,  “  can  receive  no  credit.”  The  prince 
looked  at  him  with  aftonifhment.  “  As  empe- 
“  ror,”  continued  the  minifter  of  religion,  “your 
“  word  is  facred  3  but  here  it  has  no  force.  Juf- 
“  tice  does  not  admit  the  teftimony  of  a  man 
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“  who  has  not  yet  united  himfelf  to  the  body  of 
cc  the  muffulmen  in  public  prayer.”  Amurath 
was  fenfible  of  his  fault;  and,  in  order  to  atone 
for  it,  built  a  mofque,  together  with  feveral 
fchools, 

Amurath  I.  inftituted  the  corps  of  janiffaries, 
or  gave  a  folid  conftitution  to  the  militia  efta- 
blifhed  by  Orchan  II.  He  ordained,  that  the  fifth 
flave  of  thofe  taken  from  the  enemv  thould  belong 
to  the  emperor.  As  incurfions  into  the  territo¬ 
ries  of  the  neighbouring  ftates,  and  particularly 
thofe  of  the  Greeks,  were  then  frequent,  thefe 
captives  foon  formed  a  numerous  body  of  young 
men,  w'ho  were  made  to  embrace  illamifm.  The 
emperor  fent  this  new  army  to  a  hadgi,  or  doc^ 
tor,  celebrated  by  his  miracles  and  prophefies ; 
begging  that,  in  his  prayers,  he  wrnuld  recom¬ 
mend  thefe  militia  to  God.  The  faint,  placing 
the  fleeve  of  his  robe  upon  one  of  their  heads, 
faid  :  “  Let  their  name  be  janiifaries  — which 
fignifies  new  foldiers;— cc  let  fpirit  and  boldnefs 
“  be  difplayed  in  their  countenances;  may  their 
“  hands  be  victorious,  their  fwords  (harp,  and 
ec  their  lances  always  ready  to  (Irike  the  enemy. 

Wherever  they  go,  may  they  return  with  the 
“  vifage  of  health.”  Since  that  period  they  have 
retained  the  name  of  janiffaries'.  Their  cap  has 
the  form  of  the  hadgi’s  fleeve.  They  form  a 
body  of  forty  thoufand  men,  the  moft  formidable 
of  all  theTurkitli  troops. 
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The  death  of  Amurath  was  accompanied 
with  a  very  remarkable  circumftance.  He  had 
juft  gained  a  battle  which  he  fought  with  the 
Hungarians,  the  Wallachians,  Albanians,  Tri- 
balli,  and  other  nations  united.  Congratulating 
himfelf  on  his  viftory  in  the  field  of  battle,  he 
faid  :  “  This  fuccefs  gives  me  more  pleafure,  as  I 
“  dreamed  laft  night  that  I  had  received  a  mortal 
tc  wound  from  the  hand  of  an  enemy.”  On  thefe 
words,  a  Triballian,  who  had  been  lying  among 
the  dead,  darted  up,  plunged  his  poniard  into 
the  emperor’s  belly,  and  killed  him  on  the  fpo.t. 

He  had  reigned  thirty-three  years,  and  lived 
fixty-four.  This  prince  is  extolled  for  hisjuf- 
tice,  temperance,  modeffv,  and  piety  He  was 
fond  of  the  converfation  of  the  learned. 

Bajazet,  though  theeldefi;  of  the  two  fons  of  Bajazet,  4th 

Sultan,  1389 

Amurath,  had  need  of  the  fuffrages  of  the 
great  to  enable  him  to  mount  the  throne.  H»s 
brother,  who  attempted  to  place  himfelf  there 
alfo,  was  ftrangled.  This  is  the  firil  inftance 
among  the  Turks  of  that  cruelty  which  has  be¬ 
come  fo  common.  Bajazet  is  celebrated  by  his 
victories,  and  the  moft  diftrefiing  of  misfortunes. 

Never  was  any  prince  more  fpeedy  or  more  fe- 
cret  in  his  expeditions.  He  flew  from  Aha  to 
Europe,  returned  from  Europe  to  Alia,  with  the 
velocity  of  lightning.  The  Turks,  therefore, 
have  given  him  thefurname  of  the  Thunderbolt. 

To  aflemble  an  army,  divide  or  unite  it,  difap- 
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pear  and  immediately  return,  and  to  (hew  him- 
felf  fuddenly  when  fuppofed  to  be  at  a  great  dif- 
tance,  were  all  operations  with  which  he  was 
familiar;  but  he  fometimes  found  enemies  equally 
aftive,  and  equally  quick  in  taking  advantage  of 
circumftances. 

Bajazet  had  defeated  Stephen.  The  army  of 
Moldavia  was  routed,  and  the  prince  was  fly¬ 
ing,  hurried  on  by  the  reft.  Being  clofely  pur¬ 
sued,  he  prefented  himfelf  before  the  gates  of 
the  city  of  Nems,  where  he  had  left  his  mother 
with  a  flron<r  garrifon.  This  magnanimous  fe- 
male  called  out  to  him,  from  the  top  of  the  walls: 
<(  Return,  go  and  efface  the  fhame  of  thy  de- 
if  feat.  I  had  rather  thou  fhouldft  perifh  by  the 
“  hand  of  the  enemy,  than  have  to  reproach 
<c  thyfelf  with  the  infamy  of  being  indebted  for 
“  thy  life  to  a  woman.”  Stephen  retired,  ftruck 
with  the  reproaches  of  his  mother  ;  and  meeting 
a  trumpeter,  commanded  him  to  found  the 
charge.  He  was  joined,  in  an  inftant,  by  twelve 
thoufand  Moldavians  who  had  efcaped  the 
daughter ;  the  prince  placed  himfelf  at  their  head, 
fell  upon  The  enemy  difperfed  throughout  the 
country,  put  them  to  flight  in  his  turn,  pene¬ 
trated  to  the  imperial  tent,  and  compelled  Ba¬ 
jazet  to  retreat,  with  a  few  followers,  to  Adria- 
nople. 

This  city  was  at  that  time  his  capital ;  but 
he  employed  every  method  that  force  or  ftra- 
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tagem  could  afford,  to  procure  one  more  im«. 
portant,  and  to  eftablifh  his  throne  at  Conftan- 
tineple.  He  was  matter  of  the  ftrait  by  means 
of  his  fleet,  the  firft  which  the  Turkifh  emperors 
had  caufed  to  be  conftru&ed.  The  troops  de¬ 
fined  to  ravage  the  Grecian  territories  had  hi¬ 
therto  been  tranfported  in  veffels  procured  at 
hazard.  Bajazet  conveyed  in  his  fleet  a  whole 
army,  and  landed  them  under  the  very  walls  of 
Conftantinople.  There  was,  however,  no  ^f- 
fault,  as  Bajazet  trufted  that  the  city  would'foon 
furrender,  on  account  of  a  divifion  which  pre¬ 
vailed  between  the  reigning  emperor  and  a 
competitor ;  but  the  former  chofe  rather  to  re- 
flgn  the  fceptre  to  his  rival,  than  to  fee  it  fall  in¬ 
to  the  hands  of  the  Turks.  Bajazet  was  obliged 
to  be  fatisfied  with  a  tribute  but  he  fhewed  his 
pretenfions  to  the  city  by  requiring  the  eftablifh- 
jnent  of  a  mahometan  tribunal,  for  trying  the 
caufes  of  fuch  of  his  fubjebts  as  refided  in  it 
He  would  perhaps  have  returned  to  make 
another  attempt,  had  he  not  been  prevented  by 
the  neceflity  of  defending  himfelf  againft  the 
famous  Tamerlane.  It  is  allowed  by  the  moft 
refpeftable  hiftorians,  that  the  fultan  provoked 
the  attacks  of  this  enemy  by  his  pride  and  bra¬ 
vadoes.  He  always  replied  with  haughty  info- 
lence  to  the  overtures  of  the  Tartar  prince,  who 
wilhed  only  to  accommodate  fome  trifling  differ¬ 
ences  which  had  arifen  in  confequence  of  their 
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vicinity.  But  Bajazet,  jealous  of  the  glory  of 
this  conqueror,  feems  to  have  been  inflamed 
with  a  defire  of  bringing  iheir  ftrength  to  an 
open  trial.  He  had  that  fatisfaffion  in  the  plains 
of  Prufa,  which  were  the  fcene  of  one  of  the 
bloodieft  battles  ever  fought.  It  continued  a 
whole  day.  Thoufanas  were  killed  on  both  fiaes; 
but  after  difplaying  the  utmoft  efforts  of  valour, 
Bajazet  was  defeated  and  made  prifcner.  Two 
different  accounts  have  been  given  or  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  he  was  treated  by  the  conqueror. 
One  fays,  that  Tamerlane  caufed  him  to  be  car¬ 
ried  about  in  his  fuite  enclofed  in  an  iron  cage  ; 
and  that  he  ted  him  with  fragments  from  his 
table.  The  other,  more  credited  and  more  be¬ 
coming  the  conqueror  of  Afia,  is,  that  he  receiv¬ 
ed  his  prifonerwith  friendfhip  and  efteemj  that 
he  confided  him  under  his  misfortune,  and  in¬ 
tended  to  reftore  his  crown  :  but  Bajazet  died 
in  confinement,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight,  after  a 
glorious  reign  of  fourteen  years  ;  the  fplendour 

of  which  was  tarnilhed  onlv  bv  his  laft  cata- 

— ■  -  * 

itrcphe. 

There  are  reckoned  to  have  been  twelve  years, 
of  interregnum  ;  that  is  to  fay,  of  time  which 
elapfed  while  the  three  fons  of  Bajazet  each 
governed  a  part  of  his  ftates,  till  the  period  when 
thev  were  all  united  under  one.  Soliman,  the 

j  J 

eldeft,  who  had  efcaped  from  the  battle,  col¬ 
lected  fome  remains  of  the  army,  and  maintained 
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himfelf  at  a  didance  from  Tamerlane.  When 
informed  of  his  father’s  death,  he  adorned  the 
title  of  emperor.  Tamerlane  invited  him  to  an 
interview,  with  an  intention,  as  is  fuppofed,  of 
placing  the  crown  on  his  -head  ;  but  Soliman 
gave  an  ungracious  reception  to  his  deputies. 
The  conqueror,  incenfed,  fent  for  Mufa,  Ba- 
jazet  s  fecond  fon  ;  and  putting  the  fceptre  into' 
his  hands,  addreifed  him  as  follows:  “  Receive 
“  the  inheritance  of  thy  father.  A  foul  truly 
“  royal  knows  how  to  conquer  kingdoms,  and 
“  how  to  redore  them.  This  is  the  only  great- 
“  nefs  to  which  I  afpire.”  The  Tartar  then  re¬ 
tired  to  his  own  dates,  and  left  the  two  rivals  to 
contend  for  the  empire,  which  he  defpifed.  So¬ 
liman  was  brave,  but  immerfed  in  pleafure :  he 
entertained  fewr  fcruples  in  regard  to  religion, 
and  was  addifted  to  wine.  Thefe  defers  in  his 
charafter  induced  feveral  lords  with  their  troops 
to  efpoufe  the  party  of  his  brother  Mufa,  who 
was  prudent,  but  too  prudent  for  a  nation  who 
preferred  in  their  princes  military  virtues  to  all 
others.  A  third,  named  Mahomet,  remained 
in  Amafia,  from  which  he  beheld  the  ftruggleof 
his  two  brothers.  Soliman  fell  a  prey  rather  to 
his  own  debaucheries,  than  to  the  afcendancy 
of  his  brother.  He  was  killed,  in  a  date  of  in¬ 
toxication,  in  the  bath.  When  Mahomet  faw 
that  he  had  only  one  enemy  to  combat,  he  ap¬ 
plied  to  Manuel,  the  Greek  emperor,  and  fo- 
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Jicited  his  afliftance.  The  emperor  fent  hint 
whatever  troops  he  could  fpare  ;  and  accompa¬ 
nied  this  fervice,  with  all  thofe  marks  of  atten¬ 
tion  which  tend  to  enhance  the  value  of  a  kind- 
nefs.  The  Turkifh  lords,  attached  to  Mufa,  ra¬ 
ther  through  hatred  and  indignation,  on  account 
of  the  bad  conduft  of  Soliman,  than  from  affec¬ 
tion  for  him,  no  fooner  faw  in  the  ranks  a  prince 
whom  they  could  efteem,  than  they  went  over 
in  great  numbers  to  his  party.  Mufa  being 
abandoned,  was  killed  in  his  flight;  and  Maho¬ 
met  was  proclaimed  in  his  ftead. 

Mahomet  i.  Mahomet,  on  afcending  the  throne,  had  an 
Suiran,  QppQj-f-^ity  Gf  difplaving  a  noble  charafler,  the 

brighteft  features,  in  which  were  gratitude  and 
clemency.  The  prince  of  Caramania,  whom 
the  emperor  had  pardoned  for  his  rebellion,  on 
receiving  from  him  a  facred  promife  of  future 
fidelity,  again  revolted,  and  was  taken.  Being 
carried  before  Mahomet,  this  prince  addreffed 
him  as  follows  :  fc  Thy  perfidious  foul  has  taught 
thee  to  betray  thy  faith.  I  find  in  mine  fenti- 
“  ments  more  magnanimous,  and  more  agree- 
■  tc  able  to  the  majefty  of  my  name.  The  honour 
“  of  my  crown  will  not  permit  me  to  return  thee 
“  like  for  like.  The  punifhment  of  fuch  an  in- 
<e  famous  wretch  would  tarnilh  my  glory.”  Ma¬ 
homet  not  only  pardoned  him,  but  reflored  to 
him  his  ffates.  This  was  perhaps  too  much ; 
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but  he  took  the  precaution  to  place  garrifons  in 
his  ftrongeft  fortrefles. 

Manuel’s  generofity,  when  he  aflifted  Maho¬ 
met  to  conquer  his  empire,  wras  not  free  from 
the  hope  of  reward.  Mahomet  had  engaged  to 
pay  a  fum  of  moneys  and  reftore  certain  places. 

When  eftablifhed  in  peace,  Manuel  fent  an  em- 
bafly  of  the  ablett  men  of  his  court  to  congratu¬ 
late  him,  and  remind  him  of  his  promifes.  The 
fultan  difcharged  them  with  the  moft  fcrupulous 
fidelity,  and  fent  back  the  embattadors  loaded 
with  prefents.  He,  at  the  fame  time,  faid : 

“  Tell  the  empefor,  my  father,  that  having  been 
“  re-eftablifhed  in  my  dates,  by  his  afliftance 
“  and  the  bleffing  of  God,  I  fliall  in  future  be 
<c  as  fubmiflive  to  his  will  as  a  fon  ought  to  the 
“  will  of  his  father;  and  that  I  fliall  never  ceafe 
“  to  have  a  grateful  remembrance  of  his  kind- 
“  nefs:  let  him  only  command;  whatever  he  de- 
<c  fires, I  lhall  execute  with  attention  and  fpeed.” 

We  are  told  alfo  of  a  noble  reply  which  he  made 
to  "the  ambaffadors  of  Servia,  Bulgaria,  and  other 
petty  ftates,  which  now  form  Turkey  in  Europe. 
Having  admitted  them  to  his  table,  and  drunk  . 
their  healths,  he  faid,  on  their  taking  leave : 

“  Tell  your  matters,  that  I  offer  them  peace: 

“  that  i  accept  the  terms  which  they  have  pro- 
“  pofed  ;  and  that  I  wifh  the  God  of  peace 
“  may  be  an  enemy  to  thofe  by  whom  it  fhall  be 
44  violated;” 
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There  is  one  event  of  his  life  which  forms  a 
contraft  with  the  indulgence  he  (hewed  to 
the  prince  of  Caramania ;  but  the  voice  of  na¬ 
ture  is  often  filenced  by  policy.  When  Bajazet 
was  taken  at  Prufa,  fearch  was  made,  but  in 
vain,  for  his  youngeft  fon  Muftapha,  who  had 
combated  with  his  father.  The  mod  general 
opinion  was,  that  he  had  remained  on  the  field 
of  battle  :  but  a  long  time  after,  it  was  found, 
that  a  man  who  called  himfelf  Muftapha,  had 
appeared  in  Wallachia.  He  was  fupported  by 
Cineis,  governor  of  Nicopolis,  and  mafterof  the 
courfe  of  the  Danube.  His  party  increafed,  and 
became  fo  formidable,  that  Mahomet  thought 
himfelf  under  the  neceflity  of  going  to  attack 
him  in  perfon.  The  falfe  or  pretended  ufurper 
was  beat,  and  fled  with  his  protestor  to  a  Greek 
fortrefs.  The  governor  being  fummoned  to  de¬ 
liver  them  up  refufed,  unlefs  he  obtained  the 
confent  of  the  emperor  at  Conftantinople.  Ma¬ 
nuel  approved  of  the  governor’s  condufft,  in  not 
abandoning  men  who  had  thrown  themfelves 
with  confidence  into  his  arms ;  but  he  purfued, 
with  his  friend  Mahomet,  fuch  meafures  as  might 
induce  us  to  believe  that  Muftapha  was  not  fuch 
an  impoftor  as  they  pretended.  They  agreed 
that  the  prifoner  (hould  be  delivered  up  to  Ma¬ 
nuel,  who  was  to  confine  him  during  his  own 
life  ;  that  after  his  death  his  fucceffors  fhould  be 
at  liberty  to  difpofe  of  him  as  they  thought  pro- 
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per  ;  and  Mahomet  engaged  to  pay,  every  year, 
a  very  large  fum  to  defray  the  expence  of  guard¬ 
ing  and  maintaining  him.  So  many  precautions 
would  not  have  been  taken  with  a  manifeft  im- 
poftor.  Befides,  all  thofe  who  faw  Muftapha, 
found  in  his  countenance  the  features  of  the  per- 
fon  whom  he  pretended  to  be.  His  language 
did  not  belie  the  refemblance.  It  is  a  blemifli, 
therefore,  in  the  life  of  Mahomet,  otherwife  fo 
refpe£lable,  to  have  condemned  his  brother  to 
perpetual  imprifonment,and  not  to  have  behaved 
towards  him  with  the  fame  generous  fentiments 
as  he  did  towards  the  prince  of  Caramania.  Ma¬ 
homet  lived  forty-feven  years,  but  reigned  only 
nine.  His  death  was  concealed  forty-days  by 
his  vifir  Ibrahim,  to  give  time  to  his  fon  Amu- 
rath,  to  return  from  Romelia,  where  he  was 
carrying  on  war.  Mahomet  had  ordered  this 

meafure  himfelf,  and  at  the  fame  time  named 

\ 

Manuel  guardian  to  his  two  other  fons,  in  order 
to  enfure  the  fafety  of  their  lives,  if  poffible. 

Amurath  being  only  eighteen  years  of  age,  Amurathii 
Manuel  was  afraid  that  advantage  might  be  ^h2^“ltan' 
taken  of  his  youth  to  make  him  iffue  fome  cruel 
order  againft  his  two  brothers.  In  quality  of 
guardian,  he  demanded  his.  wards ;  but  his  de¬ 
mand  was  refufed  under  a  pretence  that  it  was 
not  proper  to  fuppofe  thefe  young  princes  to  be 
educated  in  the  chriftian  religion.  1  he  emperor 
of  Conflantinople  declared,  that  fince  his  demand 
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was  refufed,  be  would  find  means  to  provide  an* 
other  fucceflor  to  Mahomet.  He  accordingly 
releafed  Muftapha,  who  had  been  treated  almoft 
as  an  impoftor,  and  gave  him  afliftance.  A 
bloody  war  took  place  between  the  uncle  and 
the  nephew,  Muttapha,  very  different  from  his 
brother  Mahomet,  broke  his  word  to  old  Ma- 
puel,  and  refufed  to  deliver  up  to  him  a  place 
which  he  had  promifed.  The  latter  abandoned 
him:  and  being  then  incapable  of  refitting  Amu- 
rath,  he  was  taken  prifoner.  The  nephew  com¬ 
manded  his  uncle  to  be  publicly  hung,  in  order 
to  perpetuate  the  opinion  of  his  being  an  im- 
poftor.  As  Manuel  had  forefeen,  the  fultan 
freed  himfelf  from  the  oldeft  of  his  two  bro¬ 
thers.  Some  of  the  lords,  moved  with  pity,  took 
up  arms  to  fave  the  fecond ;  but  he  alfo  fell  into 
the  hands  of  his  mercilefs  brother,  who  caufed 
him  to  be  ttrangled,  though  only  fix  years  of 
age. 

Policy,  as  much  as  a  defire  of  placing  his 
wards  in  fafety,  had  induced  Manuel  to  enter 
into  the  plot  of  the  malcontents.  They  were  not 
ufelefs  to  him  ;  for  the  embarrattfnent  they  oc- 
cafioned  to  Amurath  obliged  him  to  raife  the 
liege  of  Conftantinople,  which  he  attacked  at 
the  head  of  an  army  of  two  hundred  thoufand 
men.  It  appears,  that  the  Turk  then  adopted 
another  plan  of  operations ;  which  was  to  fall  • 
ppon  the  people  who  might  give  afliftance  to 
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the  capital;  to  blockade  it  at  a  diftance,  and  cut 
it  off  from  relief.  Hence  arofe  the  wars  in  which 
Amurath  was  engaged  with  the  Tranfylvanians, 
the  Iberians,  the  Wallachians,  and  all  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Romelia,  who  could  be  of  ufe  to  Con- 
ftantinople  ;  and  above  all  with  Hungary.  The 
Turks,  for  the  firft  time,  attacked  Belgrade, 
which  they  fo  often  attempted  to  get  pofleflion 
of  afterwards.  The  vi&ories  of  Amurath  pro¬ 
duced  a  peace,  which  Stephen  king  of  Hungary 
fwore  upon  the  evangelifts  to  maintain.  The 
fultan  was  anxious  to  obtain  it  from  a  motive 
which  might  not  perhaps  be  readily  gueffed  :  to 
deliver  himfelf  from  the  cares  of  the  throne,  that 
he  might  enjoy  life  in  the  bofom  of  tranquillity. 
He,  therefore,  refigned  the  crown  to  his  fon  Ma¬ 
homet,  who  was  then  fcarcely  of  age. 

The  king  of  Hungary  imagined  that  the  abdi¬ 
cation  of  Amurath,  would  enable, him  to  re¬ 
cover,  with  facility,  what  he  had  loft.  At  his 
inftigation  there  was  formed  a  kind  of  crufade. 
Bohemians,  Poles,  Germans,  Venetians,  and 
French,  all  flocked  to  his  ftandards.  The  Turks, 
apprehending  that  their  young  emperor  would 
not  be  able  to  refill  this  torrent,  preffed  the  fa¬ 
ther  to  refume  the  fceptre.  He  gained  the  fa¬ 
mous  battle  of  Varna,  in  which  the  king  of 
Hungary  was  killed.  Amurath,  it  is  faid,  caufed 
the  treaty  which  Stephen  had  violated,  to  be  af¬ 
fixed  to  the  point  of  a  lance,  with  a  paper  con* 
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Mrhometll. 
7th  Sultan, 

1451. 


taining  imprecations  againft  his  breach  of  faith. 
After  this  exploit,  Amurath  returned  to  his  re¬ 
tirement,  which  he  quitted  once  more  to  quell 
a  revolt  of  the  janiffaries.  He  then  retained  the 
reins  of  government,  which  he  rendered  illuftrious 
to  the  end  by  new  defeats  of  the  Hungarians, 
and  by  that  of  Scanderbeg,  prince  of  Epirus, 
who  with  moderate  forces  caufed  victory  to  be 
often  doubtful,  and  made  the  laid  years  of  Amu¬ 
rath  as  warlike  as  the  fir  Id.  He  lived  forty-nine 
years,  and  reigned  thirty, 

Mahomet  II.  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  had 
twice  mounted  the  throne,  and  twice  defcended 
with  the  docility  of  a  fubmiffiye  youth.  Of  fe- 
veral  brothers  whom  he  had,  there  remained  only 
one,  fix  months  eld  :  the  reft  had  fallen  a  facri- 
fice  to  difeafe.  Mahomet  freed  him  felt  from  all 
uneafinefs  on  his  account  by  putting  him  to 
death.  His  reign,  which  lalded  thirty  years, 
was  a  continued  feries  of  battles  and  vifiiories, 
almofd  without  a  finale  reverfe.  He  had,  how- 
ever,  to  contend  with  generals  capable  of  fuf- 
pending  his  progrefs,  and  of  checking  his  ambi¬ 
tion,  had  their  forces  been  equal  to  their  cou¬ 
rage.  Among  thefe  were  the  celebrated  Hu- 
niades,  king  of  Hungary  ;  Matthias  Corvinus 
his  fon,  and  above  all  Scanderbeg,  the  hero  of 
the  Epirotes,  and  even  of  the  Turks :  for  they 
never  fpeak  of  ihis  w  arrior  but  with  refpe£l ;  and 
after  his  death  they  made  relicks  of  his  hones. 
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which  they  wore  as  a  prefervative  againft  dan¬ 
gers. 

We  have  feen,  that  Amurath  paved  the  way 
to  Mahomet  for  the  deftru&ion  of  the  Greek 
empire.  It  was  confined  almoft  to  Conftanti- 
nople,  the  whole  environs  of  which  were  al¬ 
ready  covered  witn  Turkifh  fortrelTes,  as  fo  many 
advanced  pofts,  deftined  to  facilitate  a  fiege. 
To  thefe  Mahomet  added  the  two  caftles  on  the 
Afiatic  and  European  fide,  which  intercepted  all 
commerce  with  the  Mediterranean,  and  at  length 
appeared  under  its  walls  at  the  head  of  torty 
thoufand  men.  With  fuch  land  and  naval  forces, 
fupported  by  a  train  of  artillery,  fuperiorto  any 
ever  before  feen,  and  remarkable  for  the  number 
of  pieces,  and  the  fize  of  the  calibre,  it  was 
impofiible  that  his  fuceefs  could  be  doubtful. 
But  however  certain  the  fuccefs  of  this  mul¬ 
titude  might  appear  againft  a  garrifon  of  five  or. 
fix  thoufand  men  the  vi'ftory  was  dearly  pur- 
chafed.  Mahomet  behaved  at  the  capture  of 
the  city  in  an  equivocal  manner ;  cruel  and 
merciful,  fparing  the  lives  of  a  few  of  the.van- 
quithed,  and  giving  up  others  to  the  fword, 
though  in  his  eves  they  ought  not  to  have  ap¬ 
peared  more  criminal ;  but,  as  we  have  feen, 
there  was  no  diftin&ion  :  the  ruin  was  general, 
and  no  one  was  exempted  from  pillage. 

When  the  capital  was  taken  Mahomet  turned 
his  arms  againft  what  ftiil  remained  of  the  Greek 
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empire,  in  the  ifles  and  on  the  continent.  He 
iirft  fubjected  the  Morea  to  tribute  ;  then  con¬ 
quered  it  5  afterwards  loft  it  by  the  efforts  of 
the  Venetians,  and  again  fubdued  it  entirely  by 
means  of  the  quarrels  he  excited  among  its  de¬ 
fenders.  He  took  the  two  Pboceas;  made 
hinntfelfm  after  of  Chio  and  Lefbos,  and  had  the 
honour  of  reducing  Athens  under  his  dominion, 
and  of  commanding  in  the  country  formerly 
fubjeft  to  the  laws  of  Lacedemon.  The  Alba¬ 
nians,  brave  foldiers,  who  are  thought  to  be  de¬ 
fended  from  the  ancient  Spartans,  were  of 
great  fervice  to  him.  By  the  death  of  Scan- 
derbeg,  Epirus  alfo  fell  a  prey  to  his  arms. 
Matthias  Corvinus,  confined  his  «xploits  to 
Servia  ;  and  the  knights  of  Rhodes  oppofed  to 
his  maritime  invafions,  a  bulwark  which  he  could 
not  overturn  but  he  opened  for  himfelf  an  en¬ 
trance  into  Italy  by  the  port  of  Otranto.  The 
reader  may  eaftly  conceive  what  oceans  of  blood 
muft  have  been  fhed  to  gratify  the  ambition  of 
this  emperor ;  to  what  misfortunes  he  expofed 
people  whofe  fubmiffion  to  their  fovereigns  and 
laws  he  ought  to  have  refpefied,  and  whofe 
fidelity  was  always  cruelly  punifhed  by  this  bar¬ 
barous  conqueror.  Some  qualities  worthy  of 
efteem,  are,  however,  afcribed  to  him.  His 
bravery  and  fkill  in  the  art  of  war  have  no 
need  of  being  extolled :  he  gave  too  many 
proofs  of  them.  He  was  well  verfed  in  the 
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Turkilh  fciences,  and  above  all  aftronomy.  He 
fpoke  the  Greek,  Latin,  Chaldean,  and  Perfian; 
had  a  great  fondnefs  for  hiftory  3  and  punifhed 
robbery  and  every  fpecies  of  injuftice  with  feve- 
rity,  though  the  greatefi  of  robbers  bimfelf  and 
the  injufteft  of  men.  In  confequence  of  thofe 
faults,  which  the  great  dignify  with  the  name 
of  virtues,  Mahomet  paid  no  refpedt  to  religion 
or  treaties  when  he  found  them  in  oppofition 
to  his  intered ;  and  he  ftained  his  fceptre 
with  blood  for  the  fpace  of  thirty  years. 

When  Mahomet  died,  his  youngeft  fon  Baja- u. 
zet,  whom  he  had  named  his  fucceffor,  was  in  j^3o.ulran# 
his  government  of  Amalia,  wh<jre  he  was  pre¬ 
paring  for  a  journey  to  Mecca.  The  chiefs  of 
the  empire  wrote. to  him,  that  if  he  came  to 
affift  them  by  his  arms  and  advice,  it  would  be 
much  more  advantageous  for  religion  and  the 
Hate,  than  if  he  employed  his  time  in  a  pilgrim¬ 
age.  He  however  replied,  that  it  was  not  in 
his  power  to  defer  the  mojl  holy  pilgrimage 3  that 
he  would  rather  renounce  the  empire  of  the 
nniverfe,  than  be  unfaithful  to  his  vow  3  but 
left  public  affairs  fliould  fuffer  by  his  abfence, 
they  might  acknowledge  his  fon,  Corcul,  as  fo- 
vereign  until  his  return.  Corcul  was  a  prince 
of  great  mildnefs  and  modefly,  and  untainted 
by  ambition  3  as  he  fully  (hewed  when  his  father 
returned  at  the  end  of  nine  months.  The  de¬ 
vout  emperor  not  being  certain  in  what  manner 
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he  might  be  received,  wrote  to  his  fon  to  retain 
the  reins  of  government,  and  to  the  chiefs  to 
obey  him.  In  regard  to  himfelf,  he  afked  only 
permiflion  to  refide  at  Nicea,  as  a  private  in¬ 
dividual.  The  chiefs,  who  were  perfeftly  fatif- 
fied  with  Corcul,  prefented  themfelves  before 
him,  and  informed  him,  without  farther  expla¬ 
nation,  that  having  heard  of  his  father’s  return 
they  were  come  to  know  his  pleafure  under 
thefe  circumftances.  As  the  prince  had  governed 
fo  much  to  the  fatisfaction  of  all  ranks,  had  he 
teftified  the  leaft  defire  of  retaining  the  chief 
power,  it  is  certain  the  crown  might  have  re¬ 
mained  on  his  head  ;  but  Corcul,  with  a  kind  of 
indignation,  replied  :  “  Do  you  doubt  my  fidelity 
“  to  my  father?  your  artful  difcourfe  would  in- 
“  duce  me  to  believe  fo.  Are  you  ignorant 
“  that  my  father  did  not  refign  his  crown  into 
“  my  hands;  he  only  charged  me  to  command 
“  in  his  ftead  until  he  fhould  return  from  a 
“  pilgrimage,  undertaken  for  the  good  of  his 
“  foul,  and  that  of  the  ftate.  In  accepting  it, 
“  I  pretended  to  no  other  merit  than  that  of 
“  obeying  him.  The  empire  is  his  ;  let  him 
“  refume  it;  I  refign  the  fceptre.  You  wall 
“  never  obferve  in  me  any  other  difpofitions 
“  than  thofe  worthy  of  a  fon  and  a  fubject.” 
He  then  conducted  all  the  chiefs  into  his  father’s 
prefence,  and,  as  foon  as  he  beheld  him,  he  ad- 
dreffed  them  as  follows :  “  What  you  have 
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“  hitherto  feen  in  me  was  only  his  fhadow  ; 
“  light  appears,  and  the  fhadow  vanifhes.  Thus 
“  to  him  alone  refpe£t  and  obedience  are  due.” 
Corcul  affifted  at  his  father’s  coronation  ;  firft 
paid  him  homage,  and  fet  out  for  Magnefia, 
with  the  train  and  appointments  of  an  emperor. 

During  Bajazet’s  absence,  the  Ottoman  ho¬ 
rizon  became  involved  in  a  cloud  which  his  re¬ 
turn  diffipated.  This  prince  was  born  before 
his  father  afcended  the  throne  ;  but  his  brother, 
named  Nizim,  came  into  the  world  after  his 
father  had  been  in  poffeffion  of  the  empire. 
Nizim,  on  this  account,  pretended  that  the 
crown  belonged  to  him,  and  that-his  father  had., 
afted  unjuftly  in  conferring  it  on  his  eldeft  fon. 
He  conceived  that  the  abfence  of  Bajazet  afford¬ 
ed  him  a  favourable  moment  for  afferting  his 
right;  and  the  party  which  he  formed  placed 
him  on  the  throne  at  Prufa.  It  was  with  much 
chagrin  that  he  learned  the  return  of  Bajazet, 
and  found  himfelf  obliged  to  contend  with  his 
brother  for  a  poffeffion  which  he  thought  a  much 
eafier  talk  to  take  from  his  nephew.  The  pre¬ 
fence  of  Bajazet,  indeed,  difperfed  almoft  in  a 
moment  the  whole  of  Zizim’s  adherents.  One 
battle  was  fufficient  to  decide  the  quarrel. 
Zizim,  defeated,  fled  for  ffielter  to  the  chriflians, 
where  he  died,  as  will  be  feen  hereafter,  a  vi&im 
to  treachery. 

The  devout  Bajazet  was  no  lefs  warlike  than 
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his  father.  He  fubdued  the  Moldavians;  rmd^ 
a  conqueft  of  Caramania  ;  rendered  feveral  ot 
the  Allatic  princes  tributary  ;  had  confiderable 
fuccefs  in  Syria,  which  he  attacked ;  reduced 
Croatia  under  his  power ;  and,  in  fpite  of  the 
Venetians,  occafioned  great  devaftation  in  the 
Morea;  landed  a  body  of  troops  in  the  Ille  of 
R.hodes,  from  which  he  carried  off  a  confider¬ 
able  booty;  and  paved  the  way  for  the  conqueft 
cf  Egypt,  by  depriving  the  Mamalukes,  who 
commanded  there,  of  the  neceffary  fuccours 
which  they  derived  from  Circaflia.  Thefe  Ma¬ 
malukes  were  a  military  corps,  who  had  feized 
upon  Egypt.  They  recruited  in  Circaflia,  from 
which  they  procured  their  braveft  foldiers.  Ba- 
jazet,  with  a  defign  to  intercept  from  them  this 
refource,  entered  Circaflia,  over-ran  the  coun¬ 
try  from  one  end  to  the  other,  and  carried  away 
from  it  a  great  number  of  captives.  The  fource 
of  the  militia  of  the  Mamalukes  was  thus  dried 
up  ;  and  Cailebai,  their  ehief,  forefeeing  the  com 
fequence  of  thefe  precautions,  died  of  vexation. 

It  will  no  doubt  feem  furprizing,  that  Bajazet, 
after  fo  many  exploits,  being  taxed  with  indo¬ 
lence  and  indifference  for  the  glory  of  the  em¬ 
pire,  fhould  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  depreffed  by  the 
load  of  this  imoutation.  Exhaufted,  it  is  faid, 
with  fatigue  and  debauchery,  he  deftined  the 
crown  for  his  eldeft  fon  Achmet.  Selim,  the 
youngeft,  being  informed  of  this  difpofition,  took 
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tip  arms,  and  demanded  to  have  the  preference. 
He  was,  however,  defeated ;  and  13ajazet  for¬ 
bade  the  fugitives  to  be  purfued,  in  hopes  that 
his  fon,  rendered  humble  by  misfortune,  would 
return  to  his  duty.  Being  now  eafy  on  this 
point,  he  refumed  the  defign  of  giving  up  the 
empire  to  Achmet.  The  latter,  as  appears,  fear¬ 
ing  the  intrigues  of  his  brother,  obftinately  re- 
fufed ;  and  the  old  emperor,  rather  than  aban¬ 
don  the  fceptre  to  his  rebellious  fon,  refolved  to 
fuflain  the  weight  of  it  as  long  as  he  lived. 

In  this  fituation  of  affairs,  while  enjoying  a  life 
of  tranquillity,  be  learned  that  Selim  was  coming 
to  pay  him  a  vifit ;  and  that  he  was  already  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Conflantinople.  This  prince 
had  only  a  few  followers  ;  but  he  was  fure  of 
feeing  them  increafed  by  the  greater  part  of  the 
nobility,  who  were  ready  to  receive  him ;  and 
above  all  by  the  janiffaries,  tired  of  a  peace 
which  had  continued  ten  years.  Selim,  who 
was  artful  enough  to  caufe  himfelf  to  be  foli- 
cited,  replied  to  the  firft  entreaties  :  “  No,  Ican- 
<c  not  refolve  to  do  any  thing  that  is  contrary  to 
ec  the  will  of  my  father.  Alas  !  I  have  been  fuffi- 
ciently  taught  by  experience  that  my  defigns 
te  are  not  favoured  by  God.”  He,  however,  yield¬ 
ed.  Onhis  approach,  the  whole  court  of  the  old 
emperor,  a  few  individuals  excepted,  abandoned 
him  in  fucceffion,  and  ranged  themfeives  under 
the  banners  of  his  fon.  Eight  days  were  fpent 
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in  receiving  thefe  deferters.  During  this  inter¬ 
val,  he  fent  to  inform  his  father,  that  he  only 
wifhed  to  pay  his  refpedts  to  him.  “  If  fuch  be 
“  his  intention,”  faid  the  old  man,  “  why  does 
“  he  delay  it  ?  If  he  makes  this  pretext  a  co- 
“  veiing  to  conceal  impious  projects,  W'hy  does 
**  he  lofe  his  time  to  fo  little  purpofe  ?”  At  the 
end  of  winter  he  ifrew  afide  the  ma(k  ;  but  he 
gave  fuch  a  colour  to  his  pretentions  as  might 
ftill  leave  to  him  the  honour  of  apparent  re- 
fpedt. 

“  Go  tell  my  father,”  faid  he  to  one  of  his 
envoys,  “  that  I  will  in  nothing  depart  from  the 
“  obedience  which  I  owe  to  him  ;  that  I  am 
“  ready  to  obey  hisorders  wherever  he  maychoofc 
“  to  fend  me.  I  only  beg  he  will  give  me  fatis- 
“  fadtion  refpedting  doubts  which  I  entertain  in 
“  regard  to  the  prefent  government.”  Selim 
then  threw  out  fome  fevere  refledtions  againft 
the  government,  under  the  form  of  queftions. 
“  Why  has  not  my  father,”  faid  he,  “  repulfed 
“  theking  of  Perfia?  Whyhas  he  not  declared  war 
*c  againft  that  of  Egypt  ?  Why  has  he  fuffered 
“  his  empire  to  be  degraded,  and  his  troops  to 
“  become  languid  by  contemptible  indolence  ? 
“  Are  thefe,”  continued  he,  alluding  to  the 
courtiers  w'ho  had  remained  with  his  father, 
“  are  thefe  the  invincible  heroes  who  formerly 
“  caufed  the  name  of  Bajazet  to  be  refpedted  by 
“  furrounding  nations  ?  With  him,  at  prefent. 
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u  they  kad  a  voluptuous  effeminate  life.  Wh&rb 
“  then  is  the  honour  of  the  Ottoman  fceptre  ? 
“  Where  is  our  military  difcipline?  Where 
“  the  zeal  of  our  fathers  for  the  propagation 
<c  of  the  faith  ?”  After  thefe  ironical  queftions, 
the  zeal  of  Selim  was  foftened.  He  then  faid : 
<c  I  leave  my  father  to  judge,  whether  it  would 
cc  not  be  juft  to  punifh  the  authors  of  thefe 
“  diforders,  and  thofe  who  neglefted  to  take 
tc  meafures  for  preventing  them.  Unlefs  fpeedy 
“  means  are  employed  to  cut  up  corruption  by 
tc  the  roots,  I  am  afraid  we  (hall  become  fpec- 
<c  tators  of  the  ruin  of  the  empire.  '  And  this 
tc  evil,  which  I  believe  unavoidable,  to  whom 
“  muff  it  be  afcribed  ? — to  the  valour  of  our  ene- 
“  mies,  or  our  own  fupinenefs  ?” 

“  Ah  !”  replied  the  emperor  to  the  meflem 
ger,  “  I  perceive  too  well,  that  my  fon  has  not 

come  hither  with  an  intention  of  feeing  his 
cc  father.  He  is  determined  to  be  emperor,  let 
tc  it  coft  What  it  may.  It  is  a  difpenfation  of 
“  Heaven  j  I  entertain  no  doubt  of  it  after  the 
“  dream  which  I  had  laff  night.  I  beheld  mv 
tc  crown  placed  on  the  head  of  Selim,  by  the 
“  hands  of  foldiers.  It  would  be  impious  not 
£{  to  obey  the  will  of  God.  I  fubmit  to  his  pro- 
,c  vidence,  fince  it  has  fo  ordained  :  I  refi°n  mV 

crown  to  Selim.”  There  was  then  a  conteff: 
of  fubmiffion  between  the  father  and  the  fon. 
Selim  begged  that  his  father  would  remain  in 
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the  palace ;  and  Bajazet'  perfifted  to  refufe. 
“  The  famfe  fcabbard,”  faid  hey  cc  cannot  ferve 
“  two  fwords.”  He  caufed  his.  molt  valuable 
effe£ls  to  be  packed  up  ;  they  embraced  each 
other ;  and  Selim  received  with  affe&ion  the 
bleffing-  of  his  father.  The  old  emperor  fet  out 
to  depart  j  but  he  proceeded  flowly,  like  one 
who  quits  a  favourite  fpot  with  reluftance,  and 
often  cads  a  lingering  look  behind  him.  Poifon 
or  grief  put  an  end  to  his  affliffion  before  he  had 
travelled  fifteen  leagues^and  his  body  was  brought 
back  to  Confiantinople.  Selim  went  to  meet  it 
in  deep  mourning,  and  re-entered  the  city  with 
a  funeral  pomp,  which  refembled  a  triumph. 

Hiitorians  are  not  agreed  refpedting  the  age 
of  Bajazet.  Some  fay  he  was  fixty-two  when  he 
died  ;  others,  feventy-feven  or  eighty-  He  had 
reigned  thirty  two  years.  No  doubt  can  be  en¬ 
tertained  refpecting  his  attachment  to  his  reli¬ 
gion,  fince  in  the  commencement  of  his  reign 
he  preferred  to  a  throne  one  of  the  duties  which 
it  prefcribes.  His  fon,  however,  accufed  him 
of  indifference  in  that  refpefl ;  but  there  are 
certain  circumftances  under  which  every  ca¬ 
lumny  meets  with  credit.  Even  at  his  death,, 
he  gave  proofs  of  his  daily  attention  to  its  mod 
minute  praftices.  Agreeably  to  the  literal  in¬ 
terpretation  of  a  precept  in  the  Koran,  he  caus¬ 
ed  to  be  carefully  collected  and  preferved  the 
duft  which  adhered  to  his  clothes  j  giving  or¬ 
ders  that  after  his  death  it  fhould  be  formed  into- 
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a  brick,  to  be  placed  in  bis  tomb  under  bis  arm; 
that  he  might  preferit  himfelf  before  God,  co¬ 
vered  with  the  dull:  of  the  (hoes  of  the  Lord,  and 
be  thus  preferved  from  the  flames  of  hell.  With 
this  fcrupulofity  of  charaffer,  he  poflefled  a  love 
for  the  fciences.  He  was  fond  of  all  the  arts, 
and  left  feveral  monuments  of  his  tafte  in  archi- 
tefture. 

The  conduct  of  Selim  towards  his  father,  saim,  9.h 

Sultan,!  5 1; 

makes  us  lefs  furprized  at  that  which  he  ob- 
ferved  towards  his  brothers.  Achmet  and  Corcul, 
not  fo  much  through  a  delire  of  the  throne,  as  of 
efcaping  death  from  their  barbarous  brother,  ' 
took  up  arms  againft  him.  He  defeated  them 
both,  and  delivered  them  to  the  executioner. 

He  condemned  to  death  alfo  five  nephews,  and 
a  great  many  of  the  nobility,  whom  he  confider- 
ed  as  not  well  affefted  towards  his  perfon.  In 
a  word,  he  never  wanted  reafons  nor  pre¬ 
tences  to  iflue  the  mandate  of  deftru&ion.  One 
day,  having  ordered  the  grand  vizier  to  hoift  the 
horfes’  tails,  and  to  eaufe  the  tents  to  be  erefled 
in  a  convenient  fituation,  the  vizier  afked  him 
what  place  he  thought  mod  eligible.  Selim 
made  no  other  reply  than  to  order  him  for  pu- 
nifhment.  Another,  who  received  the  like  or¬ 
ders,  and  who  afked  the  fame  queftion,  expe¬ 
rienced  a  fimilar  fate.  A  third  caufed  the  tents 
to  be  erefted  towards  the  four  quarters  of  the 
world  j.  and  Selim,  charmed  with  the  idea,  ex* 
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claimed  :  “  The  death  of  two  viziers  has  pro-* 
“  cured  me  a  third,  fuch  as  I  want.” 

Raifed  to  the  throne  by  the  fuffrages  of  the  fol- 
diers,  tired  of  repofe,  and  breathing  nothing 
but  war,  Selim  began  to  think  of  gratifying  their 
withes.  They  had  reafon  to  be  fatisfied,  had  the 
object  of  their  defire  been  only  to  combat.  The 
emperor  gave  them  frequent  opportunities  of 
trying  their  ftrength  with  the  Perfians ;  and  few 
-wars  between  thefe  rival  and  neighbouring  na¬ 
tions  have  been  fo  bloody.  Thefe  fir  ft  attempts 
ended,  as  is  always  the  cafe,  where  there  is  an 
equality  of  forces.  Great  daughter  was  occa- 
ftoned  on  both  fides,  and  a  peace  enfued.  Selim, 
however,  obtained  fome  provinces,  and  the  in- 
eftimable  advantage  of  preparing  his  foldiers  for 
the  grand  expedition  which  he  was  planning 
againft  Egypt.  Bajazet  had  paved  the  way  for 
him  by  the  ravage  he  made  in  Circaffia,  from 
which  the  Mamalukes  derived  their  principal 
force.  This  war,  even  at  the  commencement, 
aftumed  a  character  of  ferocious  obftinacy,  which 
announced  fome  great  cataftrophe  ;  but  itaffe&ed 
only  the  foldiers:  the  people  fuffered  very  little, 
becaufe  they  were  neutral  in  the  quarrel.  Con¬ 
fined  in  the  chains  of  the  Mamalukes,  it  was  of 
no  importance  to  them  whether  they  continued 
to  ftruggle  under  their  load,  or  exchanged  their 
fetters  for  thofe  of  the  Turks. 

Caufual  Gauri,  chief  of  the  Mamalukes,  went 
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to  wait  for  Selim  near  Aleppo,  in  Syria.  Vic¬ 
tory,  which  was  ready  to  follow  Gauri’s  ftand- 
ards,  did  not  favour  the  Turks,  but  becaufe 
the  Mamaluke  was  betrayed.  He  was  aban¬ 
doned  by  his  two  principal  officers  in  the  very 
middle  of. the  combat.  Incenfed  at  feeing  him^ 
felf  defeated,  he  ruffied  among  the  thickeft  of 
the  battalions  ;  cut  down  every  perfon  who  op- 
pofed  him ;  and  running  from  rank  to  rank, 
fpread  deftru&ion  wherever  he  came,  calling 
out  with  a  loud  voice  for  Selim  :  but  Selim  did 
not  appear :  and  Gauri,  imagining  that  he  found 
him  in  every  foldier  who  came  within  his  reach, 
made  a  dreadful  daughter.  Foaming  with  rage, 
and  out  of  breath,  he  at  length  fell  dead  on  the 
bodies  of  thofe  he  had  flam  :  and  what  muft  ex¬ 
cite  aftonifliment,  without  having  received  a 
Angle  wound  from  fo  many  fwords  lifted  up 
againft  him.  Tuman  Bey,  his  fucceffbr,  equally 
brave,  and  frill  more  unfortunate,  had  not  the 
honour  of  dying,  like  him,  in  the  field  of  glory 
with  arms  in  his  hand.  Having  loft  a  battle,  he 
defended  himfelf  two  days,  and  as  man  y  nights, 
in  Cairo.  He  difputed  every  ftreet  with  the  ut- 
moft  obftinacy,  and  torrents  of  blood  were  fhed 
in  the  ftruggle.  He  at  laft  faved  himfelf  by 
flight;  but  he  was  taken 'at  fome  diftance, 
brought  back  to  the  city,  and  hung  before  one 
of  the  gates. 

O  * 

After:  this  viGory,  Selim  announced  an  inten- 
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tion  of  marching  to  Jerufalem.  One  of  his  of¬ 
ficers,  who  thought  he  had  fufficient  bufinefs  on 
his  hand,  alked  him  when  he  meant  to  proceed 
thither.  It  would  appear  that  he  alked  this 
queltion  in  a  tone  which  difpleafed  the  empe¬ 
ror,  for  Selim  replied  :  (c  When  it  fhall  pleafe 
<f  God  ;  but  for  thee,  it  is  my  pleafure  that  thou 
“  fhalt  remain  here.”  And  he  immediately  or¬ 
dered  him  to  be  beheaded.  Selim  is  the  model 
of  deftroyers.  As  he  imagined  that  he  could 
not  enfure  the  quiet  polfeffion  of  Egypt  but  by 
the  total  extinction  of  thofe  who  had  been  maf- 
ters  of  it,  he  caufed  ftri£I  fearch  to  be  made 
after  the  Mamalukes.  Rewards  were  promifed 
to  thofe  who  fhould  difcover  any  of  them  ■,  and 
punifhment  was  denounced  againft  thofe  who 
concealed  them.  When  he  thought  he  had  them 
all  affembled,  he  caufed  a  fuperb  throne  to  be 
ereCted  for  him  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile,  with¬ 
out  the  walls  of  Cairo.  Thefe  unhappy  wretches 
being  brought  into  his  prefence,  he  made  them 
all  be  butchered  before  his  eyes,  and  their  bo¬ 
dies  were  thrown  into  the  river.  Their  number, 
it  is  faid,  amounted  to  thirty  thoufand  j  and  thus 
he  confirmed  the  juftnefs  of  the  furname  which 
had  been  given  to  him,  Yaraz,  the  Ferocious.  On 
account  of  his  furious  and  tyrannical  difpofition, 
which  did  not  allow  him  to  make  any  diftinciion 
between  the  innocent  and  the  guilty,  nothing 
was  feen  around  him  but  viClims.  Al]  mankind 
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appeared  to  him  to  be  equally  devoted  to  de- 
ftruflion. 

Providence,  'however,  freed  the  earth  from 
this  monfler  after  a  reign  of  nine  years,  fie 
lived  fifty-four,  and  died  in  excruciating  pain, 
occafioned  by  a  cancer  in  the  reins.  He  is 
praifed  ort  account  of  his  vigilance  and  activity, 
and  for  his  great  care  to  enforce  obedience  to  the 
laws.  To  exprefs  the  folicitude  with  which  he 
wifhed  to  be  informed  of  every  thing,  it  was  faid 
proverbially,  that  “  he  knew  in  the  morning 
<c  what  had.  puffed  over-night  between  hufband 
<c  and  wife.”  At  the  very  la  ft  moment  of  his 
life,  he  difplayed  a  juftnefs  of  thought,  which 
forms  a  fevere  fatire  on  the  pompous  monuments 
of  fome  repenting  fbvereigns.  One  of  his  pa¬ 
chas,  named  Piri,  happening  to  vifit  him  at  a 
time  when  he  experienced  remorfe  on  account 
of  fome  a£fs  of  extortion  which  he  had  commit¬ 
ted  in  regard  to  Perfian  merchants,  advifed  him 
to  employ  the  money  in  building  an  hofpital  for 
,  the  poor.  His  reply  was  :  “  O  Piri,  would  you 
“  have  me  employ,  through  vain  glory,  in  works 
“  of  charity,  the  property  I  have  unjuftly  taken 
“  from  others?  I  never  will.  Let  us  endeavour 
“  rather  to  reftore  it  to  the  lawful  owners:” 
which  was  accordingly  done. 

A  plain  defcription  of  the  rich  jewels  which 
Soliman  affixed  to  his  crown — cities,  provinces, 
and  kingdoms — giveshim  an  elevated  rank  among 
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the  moft  powerful  monarchs.  His  battles  and 
viftories  by  land  afford  him  a  juft  title  to  the 
charafter  of  an  indefatigable  warrior;  and  the 
numerous  fleets  with  which  he  covered  the  feas 
diftinguifh  him  among  thofe  politic  princes  who 
have  known  the  utility  of  rendering  themfelves. 
formidable  on  that  element.  The  combination 
of  his  plans,  and  the  wifdom  of  his  meafures, 
prove  the  extent  of  his  genius,  and  his  great  ap¬ 
plication.  From  the  choice  of  his  generals  and 
minifters,  all  able  in  their  way,  there  is  reafon 
to  conclude,  that  he  poflefled,  in  regard  to  the 
knowledge  of  men,  that  acutenefs  and  penetra¬ 
tion  which  are  fo  neceflary  to  fovereigns.  In  the 
Jaft  place,  “  To  break  one  egg  againft  another 
“  without  ftaining  the  hands,”  was  a  Turkifh 
proverb  he  often  employed  to  exprefs  his  own 
ability  in  paving  the  way  for  his  fuccefs,  with¬ 
out  coding  him  any  thing,  as  he  took  care  to 
embroil  his  enemies  in  hoftilities  with  one  an¬ 
other. 

soiirmn,  On  taking  pofleffion  of  the  Turkifh  empire,  fo 

--■ih  sultan.  prodigi0ufly  enlarged  by  Selim  his  father,  Soli- 

man  conceived  the  defign  of  extending  it  as 
much  towards  Europe  as  it  was  towards  Afia. 
In  regard  to  this  gigantic  projedft,  the  cafe  was 
the  fame  as  with  the  alchemifts,  who,  in  fearch- 
ing  for  the  philofopher’s  ftone,  though  they  fail 
of  their  grand  objeft,  make  fornetimes  ufeful  difl- 
CQveries,  The  Turkifh  emperpr  acquired  Eu^ 
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ropean  ftates,  which  indemnified  him  for  his  ex^ 
penfeSj  and  among  which  was  nearly  the  whole 
kingdom  of  Hungary.  This  conqueft  was  pre¬ 
ceded  by  that  of  the  ifiand  of  Rhodes,  which 
had  been  gallantly  defended  by  its  brave  knights, 
under  the  command  of  Villiers  de  file  Adam, 
their  grand-mafter.  Soliman  fucceeded,  but  not 
wdthout  facrificing  a  multitude  of  men  to  the 
fwords  of  the  knights,  who  were  only  few  in 
number.  The  Turkifh  emperor  obferved  with 
great  fidelity  the  terms  of  the  capitulation.  He 
likewife  paid  great  attention  to  the  knights,  and 
refpedl  to  the  grand-mafter,  whom  he  called  his 
father ;  and  obferving  the  old  man  to  quit  his 
habitation  with  a  dejedted  countenance,  he  faid 
to  one  of  his  pachas;  “  It  is  not  without  pain 
tc  that  I  oblige  this  chriftian,  at  his  age,  to 
<c  leave  his  abode.”  This  fenfibility  does  honour 
to  Soliman  ;  but  would  it  not  be  better  had  he 
given  no  caufe  for  lhowing  it  ? 

The  emperor,  by  the  acquifition  of  Hungary, 
opened  a  wide  paftage  for  himfelf  into  Europe. 
Louis,  the  young  king,  in  endeavouring  to  fhut 
this  paftage,  fell  a  facrifice  at  Mohatz  on  the 
Drave.  When  the  head  of  this  unfortunate 
prince  was  prefented  to  Soliman,  he  averted  his 
eyes,  and  lamented  his  fate  ;  but  he  continued 
his  conquefts.  He  had  already  taken  Bel¬ 
grade,  called  the  bulwark  of  chriftendom.  He 
t9ok  pofteftion  of  Buda,  and  puflied  as  far  as 
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Vienna,  where  his  efforts  mifcarried  ;  but  Hun¬ 
gary  derived  no  benefit  from  this  retreat.  Hav¬ 
ing  no  longer  to  contend  with  the  enemy  with¬ 
in  its  confines,  it  found  its  bofom  tom  by  pre¬ 
tenders  to  the  throne.  After  the  death  of  the 
young  king,  a  competition  took  place  between 
John  Sepura,  wayvod  of  Tranfylvania,  and  Fer¬ 
dinand,  archduke  of  Auftria.  The  former,  ac¬ 
knowledged  by  moft  of  the  Hungarian  nobility, 
put  himfelf  under  the  prote&ion  of  Soliman  ;  but 
this  unequal  alliance  deprived  of  the  crown  a 
fon  whom  he  left  in  the  cradle.  The  widow, 
unable  to  defend  hertelf  againft  Ferdinand,  fo- 
licired  the  affi fiance  of  Soliman.  He  flew  to  the 
relief  of  his  fair  fuppliant,  with  the  utmoft  ten- 
dernefs  ±  defeated  the  archduke  ;  made  the  moft 
fpecious  promifes  to  the  mother,  and  careffed 
the  child ;  but  banilhed  both  of  them  to  a  fmall 
town,  and  declared  Hungary  a  province  of  his 
empire.  He  added  to  it  Tranfylvania,  Albania, 
Wallachia,  Moldavia,  and  feveral  iflands  of  the 
Archipelago  ;  where  he  caufed  his  flag  to  be  dis¬ 
played  under  the  command  of  two  celebrated 
naval  commanders,  Barbaroffa  and  Dragut.  So¬ 
liman  at  length  extended  his  reputation  to  both 
extremities  of  the  world.  At  the  fame  time  that 
he  fubdued  Bagdad  on  the  Tigris,  faithful  to  his 
ally,  Francis  I,  he  united  on  the  ocean  the 
Turkiih  crefcent  to  the  oriflame  of  France, 
made  incurfions  into  Perfia,  and  threatened  Ger- 
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many  with  an  invafion,  when  he  was  carried  off 
by  dyath,  at  the  age  of  feventy-four,  after  a 
reign  of  forty-one  years,  which  ftill  ended  with 
a  triumph  :  Zigeth,  a  town  of  Hungary,  to  which 
he  had  laid  ftege,  furrendered  at  the  very  mo¬ 
ment  when  he  expired.  ...  . 

Soliman  had  one  fault,  with  which  a  certain, 
river  god  is  reproached  by  an  ancieut  poet  :  too 
much  complaifance  for  his  wife.  Roxalana, 
with  a  view  to  fecure  the  empire  to  her  darling 
fon  Bajazet,  infpired  the  emperor  with  fufpi- 
cions  againft  Muftapha,  born  of  another  mother, 
a  prince  worthy  of  efteem  for  his  excellent  qua¬ 
lities.  The  father,  feeing  only  with  the  eyes  of 
the  ftep-mother,  fent  for  the  unfortunate  Muf¬ 
tapha  ;  and,  without  fuffering  him  to  fpeak, 
caufed  him  to  be  ftrangled  in  his  prefence.  He 
was,  however,  punifhed  for  his  unjuft  cruelty, 
by  the  difcord  which  arofe  between  Bajazet  and 
Selim,  another  fon  of  Roxalana,  who  raifed 
troops  again  ft  each  other.  When  Soliman  wifh- 
ed  to  effect  a  reconciliation  between  them,  Ba¬ 
jazet  wmote  to  him  an  infolent  letter,  deftring 
that  he  would  not  interfere  in  their  quarrel. 
After  Roxalana’s  death,  her  favourite  fell  a  vic¬ 
tim  to  the  indignation  of  his  father.  He  fled  to 
Perfia ;  but  the  vengeance  of  Soliman  purfued 
him  thither,  and  found  means  to  facrifice  him  in 
that  foreign  empire  to  the  manes  of  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  Muftapha.  None  of  his  fons  remained  at 
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the  time  of  his  death  but  Selim,  who  fucceeded 
him.  Before  Soliman,  the  Turks  had  no  other 
laws  than  certain  eftablifhed  cuftoms  never  com¬ 
mitted  to  writing.  Thefe  Soliman  collofted,  and 
formed  into  a  code,  which  is  ftill  followed  in  the 
Ottoman  empire ;  and  he  was  thence  ftyled  the 
framer  of  rules,  or  the  legiflator. 

In  order  to  conceal  the  death  of  Soliman  un¬ 
til  the  arrival  of  Selim,  who  was  in  his  govern¬ 
ment,  the  grand-vizier  caufed  his  phyficians  to 
be  put  to  death,  and  all  thofe  who  had  a  right 
to  approach  him.  Thus  Selim  was  the  firft  per- 
fon  at  Gonftantinople,  and  with  the  army,  who 
heard  of  the  death  of  his  father.  Soliman  was 
declared  a  martyr,  becaufe  he  had  died  while 
carrying  on  war  againfl  the  infidels  ;  and  a  con¬ 
queror,  becaufe  his  troops,  after  his  death,  had 
taken  two  cities  in  his  name.  Selim’s  firft  mea- 
fure  was  to  make  peace  with  Germany  and  Per- 
fia.  He  detached  from  the  empire  of  Rufiia 
thirty  thoufand  Nogay  Tartars,  with  whom  he 
peopled  the  Crimea  ;  and  he  reduced  to  obe¬ 
dience  Yemen,  which  had  manifefted  fome  fymp- 
toms  of  revolt.  His  conqueft  of  the  ifland  of 
Cyprus  from  the  Venetians  is  a  celebrated  event; 
but  the  famous  victory  which  the  Venetians 
gained  over  the  Ottomans  in  the  gulph  of  Le- 
panto,  has  been  confidered  by  the  chriftians  as 
a  compenfation  for  that  advantage.  A  Turkifk- 
jaobleman,  at  that  period,  gave  a  very  juft  idea 
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of  thefe  two  events:  “  The  lofs  of  the  fleet/’ 
faid  he,  <c  is  to  Selim  what  the  lofs  of  the  beard 
“  is  to  a  man  who  has  been  fhayed,  and  whofe 
“  beard  will  again  grow  up.  Whereas  the  lofs 
“  of  Cyprus  is  to  the  republic  like  the  lofs  of  an 
<e  arm,  which,  when  amputated,  can  never  be 
“  recovered.”  Selim,  indeed,  foon  fent  to  fea 
another  fleet,  which  aflifted  to  drive  the  Spa¬ 
niards  from  Africa ;  and  to  make  his  authority 
be  recognized  at  Tunis  and  Algiers.  Since  that 
period  the  Porte  has  always  enjoyed  there  more 
or  lefs  influence  than  was  obtained  by  Selim. 
This  prince  conducted  very  few  military  opera¬ 
tions  himfelf ;  but  he  has  neverthelefs  been  ac¬ 
counted  brave.  Nature  feems  to  have  diflin- 

% 

guifhed  him  from  his  predeeeffors  by  mildnefs- 
He  lived  in  a  familiar  manner  with  his  domef- 
tics  j  and  was  fond  of  decent  raillery,  the  con- 
verfation  of  the  learned,  and  farces,  and  buf¬ 
foons.  He  is  praifed  for  his  liberality,  clemency, 
and  juftice.  No  perfon  could  be  more  regular 
in  his  devotions,  or  more  fcrupulous,  except  in 
regard  to  wine,  of  which  he  was  fond,  and  in 
which  he  freely  indulged.  This  dangerous  friend 
was  the  caufe  of  his  death,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
two,  after  a  reign  of  five  months  and  a  half. 

The  reader  mull  no  longer  expefit  to  find  in 
the  Turkifh  hiftory  any  of  thofe  aftonifhing 
events  which,  while  they  excite  interest,  engage 
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and  £x  the  attention.  This  empire  may  be 
compared  to  a  river,  which  having  frightened, 
by  its  frequent  inundations,  the  inhabitants  of 
the  ad:acent  oiains,  obliges  them  to  take  the 
precaution  ot  confining  it  within  its  bed  by 
dvkes  to  defend  them  from  its  ravages.  In  the 
fame  manner  the  neighbours  of  the  Turks,  in- 
oenaiitly  haraffed  by  them,  efpecially  in  Europe* 
erected  fortrefies,  like  fo  many  dykes,  againit 
their  fudden  incurlions  ;  and  maintained  large 
armies  always  in  readinefs  to  oppole  their  inva- 
fions.  With  regard  to  Ada,  it  may  be  obferved, 
making  ufe  of  the  fame  comparifon,  that  the  de- 
ftrucfive  torrent  has  continued  to  d  iff  ufe  itfelf 
from  time  to  rime  even  to  a  ci dance,  becaufe  it 
is  not  confined  and  repreffed  by  the  fame  means; 
but  the  Turks,  being  confounded  there  with 
^people  who  made  no  rellltance,  relemble  a  river 
which  lcfes  itfelf  in  the  fand,  without  deferring 
that  its  courfe  mould  be  followed.  The  affaults, 
the  battles,  and  the  negociations,  being  almolr 
always  the  fame,  fome  few  thades  of  difference 
excepted,  I  ihall  attend  only  to  taels  which  pre¬ 
fect  fome  ftriking  Angularity,  or  which  have 
been  attended  with  important  confequences.  It 
is  thus  poffible  that  the  life  of  a  Turkiih  empe¬ 
ror,  though  abundant  in  warlike  deeds  and 
treaties,  mav  be  reduced  to  very  few  domeftic 
events  of  eonfequence. 
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Such  is  that  of  Amurath  III.  though  it  lafted  Amur** 

0  ill.  nth 

fifty-two  years,  and  his  reign  twenty.  He  be-  Sultanovs 
gan  the  latter  by  an  attrocity  which  ought  to  be 
afcribed,  fay  fome  authors,  rather  to  political 
cuftom  than  to  any  natural  inclination  to  cruel¬ 
ty  : — he  caufed  his  five  brothers  to  be  ftrangled 
in  his  prefence  ;  but  he  could  not  help  fhedding 
tears  at  this  tragical  fpe£tacle.  Did  policy  re¬ 
quire  that  he  (hould  be  a  witnefs  of  it?  The  ja- 
niffaries  revolted  and  it  was  neceffary  to  ap- 
peafe  them  by  a  prefent :  but,  on  another  oc- 
cafion,  feeing  them  furround  his  palace,  he 
caufed  the  gates  to  be  opened,  and  fell  upon 
them  at  the  head  of  his  domeftics.  This  a£t  of 
daring  boldnefs  was  attended  with  fuccefs  ;  and 
they  returned  to  their  duty.  It  was,  perhaps, 
to  give  employment  to  thefe  untradlable  militia, 
that  Amurath,  who  it  is  faid  was  not  fond  of 
war,  was  continually  engaged  in  it  againft  the 
Perfians,  often  againft  the  Germans,  and  fre¬ 
quently  againft  the  Venetians.  He  fubdued 
Georgia,  which  he  loft,  and  afterwards  reco¬ 
vered.  He  had  fuccefs,  and  experienced  re- 
verfes  in  his  operations  againft  the  Drufes  and 
Turcomans,  as  well  as  in  thofe  which  he  carried 
on  in  the  Crimea,  Wallachia,  Croatia,  and  Tran- 
fylvania ;  and  thefe  varieties  confirm  our  obfer- 
vation,  that  boundaries  are  eftablifhed  for  ever 
to  the  invafions  of  the  Turks. 
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Mahometlll.  Nineteen  brothers  ftrangled,  and  ten  concur 

13  th  Sultan,  ,.  . 

1595.  '  bines  pregnant  to  their  father*  and  all  thrown  into 

the  fea,  were  the  fir  ft  events  of  the  rei°m  of  Ma- 

o 


Arhmet  I. 
14th  Sultan, 
1004. 


hornet  III.  Was  this  alfo  policy  ?  He  expe¬ 
rienced  three  revolts  of  the  janiffaries ;  two  of 
which  were  appeafed  by  money,  and  the  third 
by  the  facrifice  of  his  minifters.  He  faved  his 
mother,  whole  head  was  demanded  by  the  fol- 
diery.  She  was  preferved  by  being  removed  for 
a  time  from  the  government.  Too  great  confix 
dence  in  the  women  of  his  feraglio  was  in  this 
prince  an  hereditary  vice,  for  Amurath  had  been 
reproached  with  the  fame. 

No  Jefs  cruel  to  his  own  offspring  than  he 
had  been  to  that  of  his  father,  Mahomet  fa- 
crificed  his  eldeft  fon,  a  prince  of  eftimable 
qualities,  on  very  flight  grounds  of  fufpicion. 
He  had  no  fliare  in  the  wars  of  his  time,  except 
that  of  being  the  caufe  of  them.  Immerfed  in 
the  pleafures  of  his  feraglio,  he  bellowed  no 
other  attention  on  public  affairs  than  what  he 
could  not  deny  them.  His  fubjecls  rewarded 
him  properly  for  his  indifference.  He  was  nei¬ 
ther  feared  nor  beloved.  He  died,  therefore,  very 
little  regretted,  in  the  flower  of  his  age,  after  a 
reign  of  nine  years. 

For  the  firft  time,  the  reins  of  the  empire  were 
transferred  to  a  minor,  being  entrufted  to  Ach- 
met  I.  only  fifteen  years  of  age  ;  but  his  young 
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hands  did  not  feem  to  be  embarraffed  by  them. 
He  began  by  removing  the  fultana,  his  grand¬ 
mother*  whofe  ambition  and  intriguing  fpirit 
had  been  the  caufe  of  great  uneafihefs  to  his  fa¬ 
ther.  He  had  need  of  firmnefs  to  re-eftablilh, 
throughout  every  part  of  the  government,  the 
good  order  which  the  weaknefs  of  Mahomet  had 
fuffcred  to  be  interrupted  :  but  the  janiflaries 
becoming  every  day  more  mutinous,  involved 
him  in  cares  from  which  he  could  not  free  him- 
felf,  except  by  fending  them  to  Afia.  Under 
his  reign,  thofe  fires,  which  are  now  fo  com¬ 
mon,  began  at  Conftantinople.  It  is  faid  that 
they  never  break  out  but  when  the  people  are 
difcontented  ;  and  that  this  is  the  manner  in 
which  they  make  remonftrances.  Under  the 
fame  reign  we  find  the  firft  inftance  of  that  fub- 
million  with  which  the  great  refign  themfelves 
to  the  fatal  bow-firing,  on  a  bare  order  from  the 
fultan.  The  grand-vizier,  to  whom  Achmet 
owed  many  obligations,  put  an  end  to  his  days 
in  this  manner.  He  is  faid  not  to  have  been 
cruel,  yet  he  committed  murders  in  his  feraglio 
through  jealoufy  and  brutality.  He  maintained 
in  it  a  tboufand  females,  all  chriftians.  He  kept 
in  pay  forty  tboufand  men  for  nothing  elfe  than 
hawking  ;  and  to  unite  every  extravagance  in 
one,  he  incrufted  the  walls  of  the  fuperb  mofque 
which  he  caufed  to  be  built  in  imitation  of  St. 
Sophia  with  two  hundred  plates  of  gold,  having 
VOL,  vi.  x 
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5nfcribed.cn  them  thejname  of  the  prophet,  and 
fentences  fet  round  with  diamonds,  which  raifed 
the  price  of  each  plate  to  at  lead;  fifty  thoufand 
crowns.  From  this  fpecimen,  fome  idea  may  be 
formed  of  his  other  expenfes.  Achmet  lived 
twenty-nine  years,  and  reigned  fourteen. 

Muftapba,  He  was  fucceeded  by  his  brother,  a  circum- 

■15th  Sultan. 

1617-  fiance  which  would  do  honour  to  his  humanity, 
did  we  not  know  that  Muftapha  was  indebted 
for  his  life  to  the  policy  of  the  great,  who  fee¬ 
ing  only  thefe  two  defcendants  of  the  imperial 
family,  when  Achmet  mounted  the  throne  oblm- 
ed  him  to  preferve  his  brother.  This  prince 
fhewed  himfelf  unworthy  of  the  crown,  being 
occupied  only  with  pleafure.  When  raifed  to  the 
throne,  he  had  been  brought  from  an  apartment 
in  the  feraglio  ;  at  the  end  of  three  months  he 
was  fent  to  prifon  in  the  caftle  of  the  feven  towers. 

Othmann.  Othman,  his  nephew,  the  youngeft  fon  of 

16th Sultan,  .Achmet,  was  fubftituted  in  his  Head.  As  he 

was  only  eight  years  of  age,  the  janiflaries  ought 
not  to  have  imputed  to  him  a  crime  very  heinous 
in  their  eyes,  that  of  transferring  his  throne  into 
Afia,  becaufe  he  was  not  able  to  drive  them 
from  Conflantinople,  where  they  lraraffed  him 
by  a  continual  fpirit  of  revolt.  They  not  only 
in  a  filtered  the  grand-vizier,  whom  they  believed 
to  be  the  author  of  this  meafure,  but  their  fury 
was  extended  even  to  the  young  emperor.  They 
depofed  him,  confined  him  in  prifon,  and  drew 


from  it  the  weak  Muftapha.  The  firfl  meafure 
of  thofe  who  governed  under  his  name  was  the 
murder  of  young  Othman,  who  was  drangled  at 
the  age  of  twelve,  and  in  the  fourth  year  of  his 
reign.  The  uncle  derived  very  little  benefit 
from  the  misfortune  of  his  nephew.  The  fame 
incapacity  which  had  before  deprived  him  of 
the  throne,  made  him  fall  from  it  once  more, 
but  with  humiliating  circumdances.  He  was 
treated  as  an  idiot  ;  led  about  upon  an  afs, 
expofed  to  the  derifion  and  infults  of  the  popu¬ 
lace  ;  and  then  carried  back  to  prifon,  where 
he  was  drangled  by  the  orders  ot  his  fucceffor. 

This  fucceffor  was  Amurath  IV.  brother  of  Amnrathiv. 

i  ■  th  Sulian, 

the  unfortunate  Othman.  He  at  fird  experienced  1622. 
from  the  janiffaries  the  dime  infults  as  his  bro¬ 
ther  ;  but  he  repreffed  their  turbulence  as  foon 
as  he  was  able  to  place  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
his  armies.  He  then  found  himfelf  free  from 
every  kind  of  rebellion,  either  on  the  part  of  this 
licentious  militia  or  of  his  other  troops.  No 
emperor  was  ever  fo  abfolute,  none  was  ever 
fo  much  dreaded,  and  none  was  ever  fo  for¬ 
midable.  It  is  faid,  that  during  the  feventeen 
years  of  his  reign,  he  killed,  or  caufed  to  be  kill¬ 
ed,  fourteen  thoufand  men.  His  amufement 
was  to  run  about  the  dreets  in  the  night-time 
with  his  fabre  in  his  hand,  and  to  cut  down  all 
thofe  whom  he  met.  Sometime*  alfo  he  dif- 
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charged  arrows  at  the  paflengers  from  the  upper 
windows  of  his  palace.  This  prince  was  an  ex¬ 
pert  markfman,  an  excellent  rider,  and  intre. 
pidly  brave.  In  the  field,  he  gave  his  foldiers 
an  example  of  frugality,  and  of  abftinence  from 
every  kind  of  luxury.  He  ufed  only  coarfe  food, 
had  no  other  bed  than  a  carpet,  and  flept  with 
his  head  on  his  faddle.  He  is  praifed  on  account 
of  his  talents  for  public  bufinefs  ;  and  his  acute, 
penetrating,  and  folid  judgment. 

He  had  need  of  thefe  qualities,  to  prevent  any 
misfortune  happening  to  him  from  his  numerous 
faults,  which  he  did  not  conceal ;  and  above  all 
drunkennefs,  a  vice  fo  odious  to  the  mufifulmen. 
One  indeed  might  have  faid  that  he  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  render  it  honourable,  by  affecting  to  make 
the  graved:  characters,  judges  and  minifters  of 
religion,  the  companions  of  his  debaucheries.  He 
permitted  wine  to  be  fold  publicly,  becaufe  he 
was  fond  of  it ;  but  he  forbad  the  fmoking  of 
tobacco,  which  he  detefted.  He  conceived  a 
tafte  for  wine  from  the  following  adventure. 
Making  a  tour,  in  difguife,  through  the  ftreets 
of  Conftantinople,  he  obferved  a  man  rolling  on 
the  ground,  and  exciting  the  laughter  of  the 
populace.  Having  aflced  the  reafon,  he  was 
told  that  the  man  had  drunk  too  much  wine. 
At  the  fame  time,  the  drunken  man  farted  up, 
and  in  an  imperious  tone  commanded  the  em- 
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peror  to  ftand  afide.  “  What,”  replied  the 
emperor,  ££  do  you  command  me  to  hand  afide? 
££  I  am  the  fultan  Amurath.”  “  And  I,”  re- 
rurned  the  man,  “  am  Muftapha  the  drunk.  If 
££  you  will  fell  me  this  city,  I  in  my  turn  will  be 
“  fultan  Amurath,  and  you  (hall  be  Muftapha  the 
“  drunk.”  “  And  where  is  your  money  to  buy 
££  it  ?”  faid  Amurath.  “  Don’t  give  yourfelf 
c£  any  uneafinefs  refpefting  that,”  continued  the 
drunken  man.  ££  I  will  do  more  ;  I  will  purchafe 
t£  you  alfo.”  He  then  lay  down  again,  and  com- 
pofed  himfelf  to  deep. 

Amurath  ordered  him  to  be  carried  to  the  pa- 
lace.  Muftapha,  when  he  awoke,  finding  him¬ 
felf  in  a  magnificent  apartment,  did  not  know 
whether  he  was  dreaming-— whether  he  Was  not 
in  pandife,  and  alked  thofe  around  him.  Being 
told  what  had  happened,  he  was  filled  with  ter¬ 
ror,  efpecially  when  he  recollected  the  cruel 
character  of  Amurath.  After  a  little  reflexion, 
he  called  for  a  flaik  of  wine,  and  hid  it  under  his 
garment.  When  introduced  before  the  emperor, 
the  prince  faid  :  ££  I  muft  have  fo  many  millions 
££  for  the  city — where  are  thev  ?”  Muftapha 
drew  out  his  flaik,  and  replied:  ££  Behold  what 
££  might  purchafe  Conftantinople.  This  trea- 
£C  fure  is  preferable  to  all  thofe  of  the  univerfe.” 
The  fultan  was  (truck  with  the  drunken  man’s 
humour;  tafted  the  wine;  found  a  genial  warmth 
diftufe  itfelf  through  every  vein ;  fell  afleep  ; 
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awoke  with  his  head  a  little  deranged;  drank 
again  by  the  advice  of  Muftapha  to  cure  it ;  re- 
liflied  the  liquor  fo  well,  that  he  could  never  af¬ 
ter  abftain  from  it,  arid  Muftapha  became  his 
principal  favourite. 

Tiriaki,  however,  an  intrepid  fmoker,  fright¬ 
ened  by  the  threatening  edicts  of  Amurath,  had 
formed  a  cave  under  the  earth,  to  which  he 
could  retire,  in  order  to  fmoke  at  his  eafe.  The 
emperor,  being  informed,  no  doubt,  came  upon 
him  by  furprize  ;  and  the  fmoker  was  about  to 
pay  dear  for  his  pleafure,  when  he  exclaimed : 
“  Get  thee  hence  !  thy  edict  was  made  for  the 
“  upper  regions;  and  does  not  extend  to  thofe 
“  below  the  earth.”  This  Tally  faved  Tiriaki. 
Amurath  was  fond  of  thofe  amufements  which 
reduced  him  to  a  level  with  the  people;  to 
cook ;  to  fetch  wine  from  the  taverns,  and  to 
drink  without  ceremony  with  thofe  whom  he 
met.  One  imperial  pleafure,  in  which  he  in¬ 
dulged  fometimes,  was  to  make  droll  marriages 
of  women  of  fourfcore  with  young  men  of  fifteen 
or  twenty  ;  and  of  young  women  w  ith  decrepid 
old  men.  Amurath  left  no  children.  He  had 
one  ftrange  whim,  which  was  to  be  the  laft  of 
the  Ottoman  race  ;  and  for  that  purpofe,  he  in¬ 
tended  to  put  to  death  his  brother  Ibrahim  ;  but 
he  gave  his  orders  too  late. 

Ibrahim,  When  the  nobles  repaired  to  the  prifon  in 
which  Ibrahirrj  had  languiihed  four  years,  in  a 
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Hate  between  life  and  death,  he  barricaded  the 
door,  and  refufed  to  admit  them.  They  were 
therefore  obliged  to  carry  thither  his  brother’s 
body.  This  fight  infpired  him  with  courage;  he 
opened  the  door,  and  they  placed  him  on  the 
throne.  Ibrahim  was  as  fond  of  women  as  his 
brother  had  been  of  wine  ;  but  he  could  not, 
like  him,  unite  pleafure  with  bufinefs.  His  mo¬ 
ther  took  poffeffion  of  the  government,  and  main¬ 
tained  an  afcendancy  over  her  fon,  by  fupplying 
him  in  abundance  with  fuch  objects  as  were 
mod  capable  of  exciting  and  keeping  alive  his 
licentious  paffions.  All  thofe  who  were  defirous 
of  obtaining  his  favour,  minifters  and  generals, 
vied  with  each  other  to  procure  him  the  fame 
gratification ;  but  he  did  not  confine  himfelf  to 
their  offerings.  A  woman  of  intrigue,  by  his 
exprefs  order,  went  about  to  all  the  baths  to 
give  him  an  account  of  the  beauties  moft  worthy 
of  his  notice.  Unfortunately,  file  bellowed  fuch 
encomiums  on  the  daughter  of  the  muphti,  that 
the  fultan  propofed  to  the  father  to  marry  her. 
The  muphti,  fearing  that  the  emperor’s  paffion 
might  be  only  a  tranfient  whim,  refufed  the  prof¬ 
fered  honour.  Carried  away  by  the  impetuofity 
of  his  defire,  Ibrahim  caufed  the  daughter  to  be 
feized  ;  fhut  her  up  fome  days  in  the  feraglio, 
and  fent  her  back  to  her  father  with  contempt. 
This  att  of  violence  coft  him  his  crown  and  his 
life.  The  muphti,  in  concert  with  other  great 
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men  who  were  diffatisAed  with  the  fultan’s  effe¬ 
minacy  and  his  infignificance  in  the  govern-?  , 
ment,  excited  a  revolt  among  the  janiffaries. 
Ibrahim,  unable  to  re fi ft,  confented  to  be  depof- 
ed  and  confined  in  his  apartment,  provided  his 
life  were  faved;  but  in  a  few  days  he  was  ftran- 
gled  at  the  age  of  thirty-two,  after  having  reign- 
■  ed  ten  years. 

Mahomet  He  was  the  laft  of  the  three  fons  of  Achmet, 

Sultan,  1 64  9  who  reigned  after  each  other;  and  by  a  remark¬ 
able  Angularity,  three  of  Ibrahim’s  fons  afcend^ 
ed  the  throne  in  fucceffion  alfo.  Another  An¬ 
gularity  is,  that  Mahomet  reigned  with  glory  for 
thirty-Ave  years.  After  fo  long  a  time,  which 
ought  to  have  eftablifhed  his  power,  he  was 
forced  to  abdicate,  and  furvived  hist  depofition 
without  being  troubled  or  molefted  in  his  apart¬ 
ment,  which  ferved  as  his  prifon :  an  uncom¬ 
mon  inftance  of  the  inAability  of  human  affairs  ! 
His  exploits  are  not  fo  far  diftant  from  the  pre- 
fent  period  as  to  be  obfcured  by  the  veil  of  time. 
Every  one  muli  recolle6l  the  famous  Aege  of  Can- 
dia,  which  fubjecled  the  ancient  Crete  to  the 
dominion  of  the  Crefcent.  At  the  beginning  of 
this  century,  fathers  at  Vienna  ufed  to  relate  to 
their  children  the  battles  which  they  had  wit- 
neffed  under  the  walls  of  that  city,  when  the 
great  Sobiefki  difappointed  the  hopes  of  the 
muffulm-en.  The  arms  of  Mahomet  were,  ow- 
ever,  more  fuccefsful  againft  Buda,  the  capital 
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of  Hungary.  All  thofe  parts  of  Germany  which 
border  on  the  Turkifh  empire  were  always  ra¬ 
vaged  by  the  generals  of  this  emperor,  who  is 
accufed  of  being  incapable  either  to  make  peace 
or  carry  on  war,  becaufe  his  defeats  were  more 
frequent  than  his  fucceffes.  As  thefe  misfor¬ 
tunes  were  increafed  during  the  four  laft  years 
of  his  life,  they  ferved  as  a  pretence  for  the 
confpiracv  which  deprived  him  of  the  diadem. 

A  mifunderftanding,  occafioned  by  the  afcen- 
dancv  which  the  grand-vizier  had  over  Mahomet, 
prevailed  among  the  chief  officers  of  the  empire. 
This  minifter  had  often  abufed  the  confidence  of 
his  mailer;  and  to  conceal  his  incapacity,  had 
even  caufed  punifliment  to  be  inflicled  on  men 
who  were  rather  entitled  to  reward.  Sinan  Pa¬ 
cha,  one  of  the  officers  deftined  for  death  to 
gratify  the  minifter’s  vengeance,  took  advantage 
of  the  difcontents  created  among  the  troops  by 
fome  defeats  ;  and  knowing  that  there  was  no 
money  in  the  treafury,  inftigated  them  to  call 
for  their  pay,  or  the  head  of  the  vizier.  This  mi- 
nifler,  being  alarmed,  left  the  army  privately, 
and  was  the  firft  to  inform  the  emperor  of  the 
threatened  danger ;  but  things  had  taken  a 
much  worfe  turn  after  his  departure.  In  an  af- 
fembly  of  the  principal  chiefs,  Sinan  had  in¬ 
duced  them  to  enter  into  a  refolution  that  they 
would  not  be  fatisfied  with  the  head  of  the 
vizier,  but  that  they  fliould  demand  the  depofi- 
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tion  of  the  emperor  himfelf.  After  this  revolu¬ 
tion,  the  army  began  its  march  towards  Con- 
ftantinople,  fending  before  it  a  letter,  written 
according  to  Sinan’s  views,  the  purport  of  which 
was  as  follows :  “  That  the  army  was  proceed- 
“  ing  to  Conftantinople,  not  with  an  intention 
“  ot  committing  any  thing  that  bore  the  lead:  re- 
te  femblance  to  fedition,  nor  of  making  any  at- 
ec  tempt  againft  the  facred  perfon  of  his  high- 
“  nefs,  but  only  to  demand  fatisfaffion  for  the 
“  treachery  and  defertion  of  the  vizier.”  As  the 
army  ftill  approached,  it  was  found  neceffary  to 
give  up  the  unfortunate  vizier,  who  was  accord¬ 
ingly  maffacred. 

The  emperor  finding  that  by  this  event  he 
was  put  in  poffeffion  of  what  he  thought  fuffi- 
cient  to  gain  over  Sinan,  offered  him  the  place 
of  grand-vizier.  The  offer  was  accepted  ;  but 
Sinan  immediately  became  fufpefled  by  the  fol- 
diers,  and  with  great  juftice;  fince  having  at¬ 
tained  to  the  objedl  of  his  defire,  this  ambitious 
man  began  to  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to  fup- 
port  him  by  whom  he  had  been  elevated.  His 
defigns  did  not  efcape  deteffion.  He  loft  his  cre¬ 
dit  ;  and  the  confidence  of  the  faff  ion  was  tranf- 
ferred  to  two  others,  who  proceeding  ftraight 
to  the  end  in  view,  went  at  the  head  of  a  for¬ 
midable  band,  and  told  the  emperor,  without 
ceremony,  that  he  had  been  depofed  by  the  body 
of  the  lawyers,  the  militia,  and  people  -3  and  ex- 
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horted  him  to  quit  the  fceptre  with  a  good 
grace,  and  refign  it  to  his  brother  Soliman.  Ma- 
hornet  liftened  with  great  coolnefs  to  this  fum- 
roons,  and  began  to  enter  into  an  explanation 
refpeciing  his  condudf.  “  l  am  not  come,”  faid 
the  orator,  interrupting  him  abruptly,  Ci  to  bear 
“  your  apology,  but  to  command  you  in  the 
“  name  of  the  muffulman  nation  to  quit  the 
c<  throne.  There  are  no  other  means  by  which 
“  you  can  fave  your  honour  and  your  life.'”  The 
difconfolate  emperor  replied:  “  Since  it  is  on 
“  my  head  that  the  divine  wrath  excited  by  the 
<c  fins  of  the  muffulmen  mull  fall,  go  tell  my 
“  brother,  that  God  has  declared  his  whll  by  the 
“  mouth  of  the  people ;  and  that  it  now  belongs 
“  to  him  to  govern  in  future  the  Ottoman  em- 
“pire.”  After  thefe  words,  he  fhut  himfelf  up 
in  his  apartment,  which  he  never  more  quitted. 
He  lived  fifty-two  years,  and  reigned  thirty- five. 
Mahomet  fcarcely  ever  commanded  his  troops  in 
perfon  j  and  this  perhaps  was  the  caufe  of  the 
revolt  of  the  foldiers,  who  were  not  perfonally 
acquainted  with  him.  He  diftinguifhed  himfelf 
by  his  inclination  to  mercy.  At  the  time,  how¬ 
ever,  of  the  revolt,  hurried  on  by  the  parti¬ 
cular  circumftances  of  the  moment,  he  wifhed 
to  put  to  death  his  brother,  that  he  might  de¬ 
prive  the  rebels  of  that  refource ;  but  he  was 
prevented  from  carrying  his  defign  into  execu¬ 
tion. 
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zothsuiten  When  the  deputies  of  the  rebellious  foldiers 

i685-  carried  to  Soliman  his  brother’s  dimiffion,  they 

were  aflonifhed  to  hear  from  him  the  following 

anfwer  :  t£  In  the  name  of  the  immortal  God, 

te  why  do  you  thus  come  to  interrupt  my  repofe? 

<£  Suffer  me,  I  conjure  you,  to  fpend  peacefully, 

fif  in  my  retirement,  the  few  days  of  life  which 

te  flill  remain.  Let  my  brother  continue  to  go- 

tc  vern  the  empire :  it  is  a  right  given  him  by 

<c  nature.  As  for  me,  I  was  born  only  to  medi- 

i(  tate  on  the  things  of  eternal  life.”  It  was 

with  great  difficulty  he  could  be  perfuaded  to 

comply  with  the  wiffies  of  the  military.  It  was 

almofl  neceffary  to  employ  violence,  in  order  to 

drag  him  from  his  prifon.  He  feated  himfelf  on 

the  throne,  not  without  trembling  ;  and  while 

receiving  the  ufual  congratulations,  caft  his  eyes 

around  him  with  an  air  of  uneafmefs,  as  if  he 

expedled  every  moment  to  fee  his  formidable 

brother  appear  with  his  mutes  and  their  fatal 

bow- firing.  He,  however,  affumed  courage,  and 

familiarized  himfelf  with  command. 

» 

His  firft  care  was  to  confirm  Sinan  in  his  dig¬ 
nity  of  grand- vizier.  The  minifter,  having  now 
need  only  of  obedience,  endeavoured  to  appeafe 
the  rebellion  of  the  chiefs  who  had  co-operated 
with  him  in  the  revolt ;  but  the  latter,  feeing 
themfelves  expofed  to  be  puniihed  by  their  for¬ 
mer  accomplice,  excited  the  janiffaries  againft 
him.  They  reprefented  him  as  a  confpirator. 
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and  an  enemy  to  Soliman,  whom  he  wifhed,  they 
faid,  to  dethrone.  Sinan  was  attacked  in  his 
palace.  He  made  an  obftinate  defence ;  but 
was  at  length  overpowered,  and  hacked  to 
pieces.  The  perfon  appointed  to  fucceed  him, 
by  the  favour  of  the  janiffaries,  who  prefcribed 
to  the  emperor  whom  he  fhould  choofe,  foon  fell 
into  difcredit,  becaufe  he  endeavoured  to  divide 
that  mutinous  body,  in  order  to  weaken  them. 
They,  however,  perceived  his  ftratagem,  gueffed 
the  objeft  he  had  in  view,  and  mafiacred  him. 
The  people,  during  this  infurrection,  proceeded 
to  exceffes  before  unknown  among  the  Turks. 
They  violated,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expref- 
fion,  the  fanftuary  of  the  feraglio  ;  carried  out 
the  women,  and  dragged  them  naked  through 
the  ftreets.  After  this  a£t  of  licentioufnefs,  no¬ 
thing  was  refpefted,  and  the  pillage  of  the  opu¬ 
lent  became  general. 

The  ulema,  that  is,  the  body  of  the  lawyers, 
who,  by  their  murmurs,  had  contributed  to  the 
degradation  of  the  imperial  dignity,  and  to  the 
diforders  which  enfued,  having  affembled,  hoift- 
ed  the  ftandard  of  Mahomet,  and  difpatched 
couriers  to  every  quarter  to  fummon  the  mufful- 
men  who  wifhed  to  avoid  the  imputation  of  be¬ 
ing  infidels  to  range  themfelves  under  it.  They 
flocked  thither  in  crowds.  Others  aflign  a  dif¬ 
ferent  caufe  for  this  union,  which  put  an  end  to 
the  fedition.  After  five  months  ariarchy,  dur- 
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ing  which  the  janiffaries  put  to  death  thofe  who 
difp’eafed  them,  created  and  deftroyed  pachas 
at  their  pleafure,  a  trifle,  it  is  faid,  made  them 
all  return  to  their  duty.  Four  janiffaries,  avail¬ 
ing  themfelves  of  their  ufual  right,  Hole  a  few’ 
handkerchiefs  in  afhop.  The  merchants,  tired  of 
thefe  a£!s  of  pillage,  took  up  arms,  and  killed 
two  of  the  thieves.  An  emir,  that  is  to  fay,  a 
defcendant  of  Mahomet,  a  plain  individual,  af¬ 
fixed  a  white  linen  cloth  to  the  end  of  a  pole, 
and  cried  out  :  “  Let  ever}-  true  muffulman  re- 
te  pair  to  the  feraglio,  to  beg  the  fultan  to  hoifl: 
“  the  ftandard  of  the  prophet,  in  order  that  the 
<c  rebels  may  be  exterminated.”  Among  this 
multitude,  affembled  round  the  facred  ftandard, 
there  was  certainly  a  great  number  of  the  moll 
zealous  promoters  of  the  revolt  3  yet  when  the 
emperor  afked  them  what  had  brought  them  thi¬ 
ther,  and  what  they  wanted,  they  all  exclaim¬ 
ed,  that  they  wifhed  to  fee  put  to  death  the 
chiefs  of  the  mutinous  militia,  their  firft  inlti- 
gators.  They  were  immediately  given  up,  and 
punifhed  on  the  fpot.  The  multitude  then  dif- 
perfed,  and  each  retired  quietly  to  his  home. 
Commerce  and  bufmefs  regained  their  ufual 
courfe ;  and  the  city,  which  had  been  fo  much 
diftrafled  for  eight  months,  affumed  an  afpect  of 
tranquillity.  It  appears  that  thefe  happy  effects 
were  owing  rather  to  the  laflitude  of  the  people, 
than  the  prudence  of  the  government.  The  pro- 
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vinces,  which  had  been  agitated  in  confequence 
of  the  troubles  in  the  capital,  were  reftored  to  a 
llate  of  peace  alfo. 

Soliman  had  been  only  a  fpe&ator  of  the 
ftorm.  Like  a  navigator,  (hut  up  in  his  veffel, 
he  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  buffeted  by  the  waves, 
without  taking  any  fliare  in  the  management  of 
it  ;  happy  if  a  favourable  gale  made  it  advance 
towards  port  :  but  the  mahometan  horizon  was 
far  from  enjoying  that  ferenity  which  the  indo¬ 
lence  of  Soliman  defired.  He  had  to  fupport  a 
difaftrous  war  againft  Germany  and  Venice. 
The  misfortunes  it  occafionea  were  attended 
with  the  moft  ruinous  confequences,  and  induc¬ 
ed  the  fultan  to  make  fecret  propofals  for  peace. 
The  court  of  Vienna  did  not  know  how  to  take 
advantage  of  the  circumftances  of  the  moment ; 
it  infilled  on  too  high  terms;  and  whilft  ffarting 
objections  to  the  favourable  conditions  offered  bv 
the  Ottoman  court,  it  faw  appear  Kiopfuli  Muf- 
tapha  pacha,  who  regenerated  the  empire. 

This  man  had  taken  no  farther  fnare  in  the 
late  troubles  than  what  was  confiflent  with  his 
own  fafety.  When  they  fubfided,  he  was  raifed 
to  the  office  of  caimacan,  or  governor,  of  Con- 
ftantinople,  on  account  of  his  talents,  and  the 
need  which  the  fultan  had  of  them  ;  but  affairs 
taking  a  more  ferious  turn,  he  was  appointed 
grand-vizier.  As  foon  as  inftalled,  he  affembled 
a  council,  compofed  of  the  great  officers  of  the 
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empire,  and  alked  whether  it  would  be  mo-ft 
prudent  to  make  peace  or  to  carry  on  the  war. 
The  muphti,  who  fpoke  firft,  declared  for  peace. 
The  greater  part  of  the  reft  adopted  his  opinion, 
and  informed  the  grand-vizier  that  there  were 
private  envoys  at  the  court  of  Vienna  who  had 
been  charged  to  enter  into  a  negoeiation  on  that 
fubjefih  ££  I  am  not  aftonithed  at  this  intellh 
“  gence,”  replied  Kiopruli  warmly,  “  when  I 
££  confider  the  manner  in  which  you  have 
“  conduced  yourfelves  for  feven  years  in  re- 
££  gard  to  the  Germans,  During  that  time,  I 
££  have  obferved  nothing  but  want  of  capacity 
££  in  the  generals;  blindnefs  in  the  counfellors; 
££  and  among  the  people  of  the  law,  corruption 
£c  of  heart,  or  bafe  fouls  fubjeSl  to  the  control 
££  of  fear  The  viziers  and  feralkiers  have  been 
££  occupied  only  in  afifembling  numerous  armies; 
t£  and  the  counfellors  in  filing  the  fultan’s  cof- 
£C  fers,  let  it  coft  what  it  might.  The  ulema ,  fa- 
££  tisfied  with  their  rich  revenues,  and  with  en- 
££  joying  the  fweets  of  repofe,  gave  themfelves 
££  little  trouble  whether  the  empire  was  well  or 
££  ill  governed,  or  to  reform  the  manners  and 
C£  morals  of  the  people— the  fources  of  the  pre- 
££  fent  calamities.  They  affented,  therefore,  to 
C£  the  firft  propofals  for  peace  ;  and  in  fome 
t£  meafure  compelled  the  mahometans  to  ac- 
££  cept  it.  When  it  pleafed  God,  incenfed  by 
££  repeated  a£ts  of  infidelity,  to  remove  the  peace 
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“  which  was  propofed  on  honourable  terms, 
“  they  had  recourfe  to  their  ancient  method  of 
“  blaming  the  fultans,  though  the  whole  evil 
“  arofe  from  themfelves.  After  this,  is  it  fur- 
“  prizing  that  God  fhould  have  denied  affift- 
*c  ance  to  the  muffulmen  ?  The  promifes  of  our 
<£  prophet  fuppofe  certain  previous  conditions: 
<£  pure  hearts  in  the  foldiers ;  the  practice  of 
££  good  works  ;  and  the  love  of  juftice  in  thpfe 
££  who  prefide  over  the  government  of  the 
te  people.  All  thefe  virtues  have  been  banilhed 
“  from  among  us  ;  but  give  me  only  twelve 
<c  thoufand  true  followers  of  the  Koran,  men  of 
t£  pure  hearts  and  minds,  and  I  hope,  with  the 
<£  alfiftance  of  God,  to  humble  the  infidels,  how- 
“  ever  numerous  their  armies.” 

After  this  fevere  cenfure,  which  was  direftly 
applicable  to  the  greater  part  of  thofe  who  heard 
him,  Kiopruli  caufed  them  to  enter  into  a  refo- 
lution  to  continue  the  war.  He  broke  off  the 
negociation  at  Vienna;  and  made  every  poffible 
exertion  to  collect  a  flrong  army,  and  to  fup- 
ply  it  with  ammunition.  The  treafury  was  ab- 
folutely  exhaufted.  He  examined  with  feve- 
rity  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money;  raifed 
contributions  from  thofe  who  were  able  to  bear 
taxation  ;  abolifhed  all  exemptions  and  other 
abufes ;  caufed  to  be  paid  into  the  treafury  thofe 
fums  which  the  pachas,  clerks,  and  colle£tors, 
had  fraudulently  withheld  from  it,  and  increafed 
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it  by  donations  or  legacies  of  money,  which  fu~ 
perfidious  devotion  had  formerly  bequeathed  to 
the  colleges  of  the  imans.  The  chief  iman  con- 
fidered  this  a6lion,as  a  facrilege;  but  Kiopruli 
replied,  that  the  riches  deftined  for  religious 
ufes  ought  to  be  employed  in  wars  of  religion. 

This  pious  motive  was  of  wonderful  ufe  to 
him  in  forming  his  army.  Before  his  time,  force 
had  been  employed  in  procuring  recruits.  Kio¬ 
pruli,  on  the  contrary,  declared,  that  as  he  in¬ 
tended  to  entruft  the  command  to  no  one  but 
himfelf,  he  would  receive  no  foldier  who  had 
been  enlifted  by  violent  means :  “  I  fhall  only 
“  remind  the  muffulmen,”  faid  he,  ££  that  by 
e£  the  command  of  God,  and  his  holy  prophet, 
££  no  one  is  allowed  to  fhun  martyrdom,  and  to 
‘£  defpair  of  fuccefs  when  arms  are  taken  up  to 
“  defend  the  law,  and  to  extirpate  the  infidels. 
e£  Every  good  muflulman,  therefore,”  added  he, 
“  who  in  his  confidence  believes  himfelf  obliged 
££  to  follow  that  law,  has  only  to  come  and  enlifi: 
££  if  he  isdifpofed  to  endure  every  thing  for  the 
“  faith.  He,  on  the  other  hand,  who  doubts, 
££  or  who  fears  to  expofe  himfelf  to  martyrdom, 
££  or  who  has  indifpenfable  bufinefs  fufficient  to 
<£  excufe  him  before  God,  may  remain  at  home; 
££  There,  after  having  purified  himfelf  from  all 
£C  his  fins,  he  ought  toendeavour,  by  his  prayers, 
<£  to  obtain  the  blefling  of  God  for  the  arms  of 
£f  the  empire :  and  even  if  he  fhould  belong  to 
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<£  the  military  Drofefiion,  he  fhall  neither  he 
C£  fought  for  nor  punished,  but  {hall  receive  his 
c£  pay  in  the  fame  manner  as  if  he  were  in  the 
cc  army.”  No  perfon  wilhed.to  be  exempted  ; 
and  by  one  fentence  of  the  Koran,  the  vizier,  in 
a  fhort  time,  raifed  more  and  better  foldiers  than 
had  be-en  procured  by  the  ftratagem,  violence, 
and  threats,  before  employed  to  complete  the 
armies. 

Kiopruli  kept  his  word;  put  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  the  main  army  ;  and  while  the  other  of¬ 
ficers,  as  if  they  had  already  felt  his  influence, 
began  to  obtain  advantages,  in  order  to  infpire 
confidence  into  his  troops  by  fome  brilliant  ac¬ 
tion,  he  proceeded  to  lav  fiege  to  Belgrade.  He 
took  that  fortrefs,  and  was  preparing  to  profe- 
cute  his  fuccefs,  when  fear  of  the  fudden  death 
of  the  fultan,  who  was  attacked  by  the  dropfy, 
recalled  him  to  Conftantinople.  That  prince 
died  at  the  age  of  fifty-two,  in  the  fourth  year  of 
his  reign.  No  emperor  ever  equalled  him  in  ob  - 
fervance  of  the  law  ;  though  poflefled  of  very 
little  genius,  he  read  a  great  deal ;  he  was  ex¬ 
tremely  Ample  in  his  manners,  and  much  fitter 
for  a  dervife  than  an  emperor, 

Achmet  II.  a  brother  worthy  of  Soliman,  had  Achmetjr. 
as  little  judgment,  and  as  little  influence  in  1691.  1 

the  government.  This  prince  never  made  ufe 
of  his  reafon  ;  he  approved,  every  meafure  the 
moment  it  was  propofed  to  him  ;  and  nothing, 

M  2 


1 64 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY. 


therefore,  could  be  fo  liable  as  his  government. 
Kiopruli  placed  him  on  the  throne,  that  he 
might  not  behold  there  Mahomet  IV.  who  was 
Hill  in  life,  or  his  fon  Muftapha,  either  of  whom 
might  have  avenged  himfelf  for  the  indirect  part 
which  the  grand-vizier  had  taken  in  the  depoli- 
tion  of  the  former.  Scarcely  had  Kiopruli  ren¬ 
dered  this  fervice  to  Achmet,  when  he  was  ex- 
pofed  to  the  danger  of  being  rewarded  by  dif- 
•  grace  :  he  was  extricated  from  this  danger  by 
his  courage  and  refolution.  -He  began  then  to 
think  of  fupporting  his  authority  by  fome  new 
fuccefs  ;  and  putting  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
his  army,  marched  in  quell  of  the  enemy  on  the 
banks  of  the  Danube.  When,  on  the- point  of 
obtaining  a  vifilory,  he  received  a  ball  in  the 
head  and  fell.  This  accident  difcouraged  the 
Turks,  and  they  abandoned  the  field  of  battle, 
from  which  they  could  with  difficulty  carry  off 
their  dying  general.  When  Achmet  had  no 
longer  Kiopruli  to  fix  his  wavering  refolution, 
he  lillened  to  every  advice  that  was  given  him. 
The  one  dellroyed  the  other:  but  this  was  of 
little  importance.  The  cafe  was  the  fame  with 
counfellors,  and  particularly  grand-viziers ;  he 
changed  them  as  he  did  his  refolutions ;  and 
public  affairs  were  conducted  merely  by  chance  : 
he  was,  however,  buffered  to  remain  at  the 
head  of  them,  on  account  of  his  bad  health,  and 
becaufe  his  diffolution  was  daily  expefled.  He 
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at  length  died  at  the  age  of  fifty,  after  a  reign  of 
four  years.  This  is  all  that  can  be  faid  of  him 
as  a  fovereign.  As  an  individual,  we  may  ob- 
ferve,  that  he  was  of  a  cheerful  difpofition,  live¬ 
ly,  and  agreeable  ;  a  poet  and  mufician ;  pof- 
feffed  of  a  happy  temper,  and  incapable  of  doing 
injury.  If  Soliman  his  brother  was  fit  only  for  a 
dervife,  Achmet,  at  lead,  in  private  life,  would 
have  formed  a  very  amiable  charadler. 

Muftapha  II.  young  and  aftive,  feemed  to  Muftaphair. 
give  new  life  to  the  empire,  which  had  languilh-  i695S.Ultan, 
ed  under  his  predecelfors.  The  care  which  he 
took,  and  the  exertions  he  made,  to  form  the 
troops  under  his  own  eye,  infpired  the  nation 
with  the  greateft  hopes.  He  declared  that  he 
would  lead  the  army  againft  the  enemy  himfelf: 
he  did  fo,  but  to  meet  with  a  more  difgraceful 
and  more  complete  defeat  than  ever  the  Turks 
had  experienced.  This  misfortune  induced  the 
fultan  to  fue  for  peace..  Though  it  was  equally 
defired  by  the  emperor  of  Germany,  and  the 
other  confederate  princes,  the  preliminaries  were 
not  eafily  fettled,  as  each  power,  through  a 
point  of  honour,  was  unwilling  to  make  the  firft 
overtures.  Mauro  Cordato,  the  chief  interpreter 
of  the  Forte,  removed  this  obftacle  by  deceiving 
their  vanity.  According  to  the  Perfian  proverb, 
that  a  lie  which  fettles  a  negociation  is  much 
better  than  a  truth  which  involves  it  in  difficul¬ 
ty,  he  prefented  himfelf  to  each  of  the  parties, 
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as  coTnmiffioned  to  folicit  peace  for  the  reft;  and 
when  he  had  thus  brought  the  bufinefs  into  a 
proper  train,  without  any  detriment  to  the  point 
of  honour,  he  ftncothed  the  other  difficulties, 
and  v  as  the  happy  initrument  of  a  peace,  which 
was  highly  neceffary  to  both  empires. 

Being  freed  from  this  war,  fo  ruinous,  the  ful- 
tan,  like  his  brother  Mahomet,  thought  of  no¬ 
thing  but  enjoyment.  He  gave  himfelf  up  to  the 
chace,  and  left  the  government  to  his  minifters, 
and  particularly  the  grand-vizier.  He  was  how¬ 
ever  deceived  ;  public  bufinefs  was  badly  con¬ 
ducted,  and  the  people  began  to  murmur.  Muf- 
tapha  fupported  his  vizier  ;  but  being  forced  to 
abandon  him,  he  fhewed  as  much  obftinacy  in 
regard  to  his  fucceffor,  though  neither  abler  nor 
honefter,  and  employed  only  in  increafing  his 
own  fortune.  Under  a  negligent  prince  cabals 
are  formed  at  court ;  and  the  hatred  of  the 
people  becomes  more  inveterate.  What  in  other 
countries  is  attended  only  with  lofs  of  favour,  oc- 
cafions  at  the  Porte  the  death  of  rivals ;  but 
thefe  murders  incenfe  the  partifans  of  the  un¬ 
happy  victims.  It  is  very  uncommon,  therefore, 
to  fee  a  reconciliation  effected  between  them. 
The  grand-vizier  withed  to  get  rid  of  the  muphti. 
The  muphti  overturned  the  grand-vizier;  and  the 
friends  of  the  latter  laid  a  plan  to  entrap  the 
muphti  and  the  new  grand  vizier  his  protector. 

By  an  inconceivable  error,  in  this  ftate  of  fer- 
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ment,  the  muphti  and  the  vizier  neglefted  to  pay 
the  troops  :  they  therefore  revolted,  and  took 
up  arms  at  Conftantinople.  This  mutiny  was 
concealed  from  the  fultan,  who  daily  went  out 
on  his  hunting  excurfions  in  the  environs  of 
Adrianople.  He  believed  it  to  be  only  a  trifling 
affair,  till  he  learned  that  the  whole  army  was 
at  the  gates.  The  janiflfaries,  as  ufual,  fent  to 
inform  him  that  they  had  not  taken  up  arms  to 
fight  againfl:  him,  nor  againft  the  muffulmen,  but 
to  fummon  his  unfaithful  minifters  before  the 
tribunal  of  the  Koran,  and  to  oblige  them  to 
fubmit  to  a  judicial  examination  ;  that  if  he  em¬ 
ployed  the  fword,  in  an  affair  of  this  nature, 
they  would  repel  force  by  force  5  and  that  he 
alone  would  be  refponfible  for  the  blood  which 
might  be  fhed.  After  fome  difficulty,  the  fultan 
gave  up  the  muphti,  and  a  few  others,  whom 
they  maffacred,  by  fubjeffing  them  to  the  molt 
horrid  tortures :  but,  while  the  emperor  was 
deliberating,  the  mutineers,  certain  that  they 
might  fome  day  be  puniflied  by  a  prince  whom 
they  had  fo  grievoufly  offended,  if  they  fuffered 
him  to  remain  on  the  throne,  wrote  to  the  fultan 
Achmet  his  brother,  and  invited  him  to  repair 
to  the  army. 

Muftapha  intercepted  the  letter,  which  threw 
him  into  great  perplexity.  There  were  two 
meafures  to  be  purfued :  either  to  refign  the 
crown  to  his  brother,  or  to  put  him  to  death,  in, 
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order  to  deprive  the  rebels  of  this  refource.  Muf- 
tapha’s  humanity  revolted  againft  fo  unnatural 
an  aQion.  He  went  in  quell  of  his  brother; 
embraced  him  with  the  tendered  affeflion  ;  in¬ 
formed  him  that  he  was  invited  to  mount '  the 
throne ;  faluted  him  emperor;  and  faid  on  tak- 
1  ing  leave— Remember,  brother,  that  I  fuffered 
“  you  to  live  in  perfefl  freedom.  I  beg  you  will 
<c  behave  in  the  fame  manner  towards  me  ;  but 
tc  never  forget  what  thofe  traitors  are  who  have 
“  been  the  inflruments  of  your  elevation.  If 
<c  you  leave  their  crime  unpuniflred,  they  will 
<c  not  fail  to  treat  you  in  the  like  manner.” 
After  this  advice  he  fhut  himfelf  up  in  the 
apartment  which  his  brother  had  quitted;  but 
grief  put  an  end  to  his  days  in  the  courfe  of  fix 
months,  after  he  had  reigned  almoft  eight  years. 
This  prince,  attached  to  his  religion,  was  nei¬ 
ther  avaricious  nor  prodigal.  He  was  a  friend 
tojuftice;  but  reprehenfible  for  not  having  re¬ 
tained  after  the  peace  that  aflivity  which  he 
»  fhewed  during  the  war,  and  for  fuffering  himfelf 

to  be  ruled  by  minifters  whofe  bad  conduct  oc- 
cafioned  his  fall. 

Achmet hi.  His  fucceflfor,  Achmet  III.  did  not  forget  his 
*7°5^Ultanj  brother’s  counfel.  It  is  eftimated,  that  in  five 
months  he  difpatched  more  than  fourteen  thou- 
fand  foldiers,  who  had  taken  the  greateft  thare 
in  the  rebellion,  without  including  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  officers  and  pachas.  They  were  carried 
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away  in  the  night-time,  and  drowned  in  the 
Bofphorus.  Thefe  executions  of  thofe  who 
were  moil  intimately  connedfed  with  the  people, 
and  who  kept  them  in  agitation,  re-eftablilhed 
tranquillity  in  the  city  ;  but  they  did  not  banilh 
from  court  thole  intrigues  and  cabals  which  in 
that  reign  produced  changes  of  the  miniflry,  de- 
politions,  and  frequent  fentences  ot  death  againft 
the  great.  The  affairs  of  the  empire  went  on, 
however,  in  their  ufual  train  :  that  is  to  fay, 
they  were  conduced  more  according  to  the  inte- 
reft  of  the  minifters  than  as  became  the  glory  of 
the  empire.  Some  think  that  they  can  difcover 
this  fault  in  what  took  place  with  regard  to 
Charles  XII.  king  of  Sweden,  who  when  beat 
by  the  Ruffians  threw  himfelf  into  the  arms 
of  Achmet.  The  grand-vizier,  it  is  faid,  was 
bribed  by  Ruflian  gold  to  refufe  fuccour  to  that 
monarch. 

Notwithftanding  the  interefted  condefcenlion 
of  the  Turkilh  minifters,  a  war  broke  out  be¬ 
tween  the  Porte  and  Rufiia:  that  with  Germany 
and  Venice  was  alfo  re-kindled.  Another  was 
carried  on  in  Perfiaj  and,  though  thefe  military 
expeditions  were  not  always  unfuccefsful,  they 
reduced  the  empire  to  a  ftate  of  general  weak- 
nefs,  which  was  felt,  above  all,  in  the  capital. 
Scarcity  and  dearnefs  of  provifions ;  the  want  of 
trade  ;  the  burden  of  the  troops,  who  in  going 
from  Europe  to  the  army  of  Perfia  behaved  in 
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Conftantinople  as  in  a  conquered  city;  all  tend¬ 
ed  to  irritate  minds  which  only  waited  for  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  Clewing  their  difpleafure.  To  this 
may  be  added  the  difcontent  of  the  troops,  who 
threw  the  blame  of  their  defeats  on  their  chiefs  ; 
the  fecret  intrigues  of  a  few  of  the  members  of 
the  law,  and  of  fome  preachers,  who  were  dif- 
fatisfied  with  the  minifters.  Such  were  the  caufes 
of  a  revolt  which  dethroned  Achmet,  after  a 
reign  of  twenty-feven  years. 

This  enterprize  was  undertaken  by  three 
obfcure  men.  One  of  them  named  Patrona, 
becaufe  he  had  ferved  in  the  navy  on  board  a 
galley  called  the  Patrona,  was  a  feller  of  old 
clothes ;  Emir-Tlaji,  the  fecond,  was  in  no  very 
high  fituation  ;  and  Muflu,  the  third,  fold  fruit. 
The  latter,  a  doftor  among  the  Turkith  populace, 
poflefled  fome  eloquence,  becaufe  he  could  read 
and  write.  All  the  three  were  janiflaries.  Pa¬ 
trona  firft  opened  the  bufinefs  to  the  other  two, 
whom  he  found  difpofed  to  fecond  him.  Each 
aflociated  with  himfelf  three  others.  This  band 
of  twelve  divided  themfelves  into  three,  and  each 
inarched  through  the  ftreets,  with  their  fwords 
drawn,  and  a  flag  difplayed,  calling  out  :  “  Shut 
<£  your  fhops.  Let  every  good  muflblman  follow 
“  us  to  the  grand  fquare,  where  they  will  be 
££  informed  of  the  juft  complaints  we  have  to 
“  make  againft  the  remitter.” 

Thefe  cries  brought  a  crowd  around  them. 
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and  it  foon  increafed  by  the  abfence  of  thofe 
who  might  have  checked  the  progrefs  of  the 
rebellion.  The  fultan  and  the  vizier  were  en¬ 
gaged  in  their  pleafures  ;  and  the  governor  was 
planting  tulips  at  his  country  retreat.  The  head 
of  the  courts  of  juftice  was  alfo  at  one  of  his 
villas,  and  treated  as  a  trifle  the  intelligence 
which  was  brought  to  him.  The  grand-vizier’s 
lieutenant  had  difappeared.  The  aga  of  the 
janiflaries  alone  fet  out  with  his  ordinary  guard 
to  march  againft  the  rebels  ;  but  finding  it 
impoftible  to  oppofe  them,  he  fled  to  conceal' 
himfelf,  without  even  informing  the  fultan  or  the 
vizier  of  what  had  taken  place.  When  they 
learned  the  truth,  they  returned  to  Conftanti- 
nople,  but  it  was  now  too  late.  Some  troops 
whom  they  wifhed  to  lead  againft  the  rebels 
refufed  to  obey  ;  and  they  were  therefore  obliged 
to  have  recourfe  to  negociation. 

Achmet  fent  do  afk  the  rebels  what  they  de- 
ftred.  They  replied  that  the  grand-vizier,  his 
lieutenant,  and  the  governor,  together  with  his 
two  fons-in-law  and  the  muphti,  muft  be  deliver¬ 
ed  up  to  them  ;  that  in  other  refpefts  they  were 
fatisfied  with  his  highnefs,  and  wifhed  him  every 
happinefs.  The  emperor  begged  they  would 
be  contented  with  their  difmiflal ;  but  the 
mutineers  would  not  agree.  As  they  infilled  on 
their  demand  with  threats,  Achmet  reluctantly 
determined  to  facrifice  the  three  victims.  They 
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were  accordingly  firangled,  and  their  bodies 
delivered  to  the  enraged  multitude  ;  but  the 
latter  did  not  mean  to  flop  after  having  pro¬ 
ceeded  fo  far.  To  f offer  Achmet  to  reign  after 
committing  thefe  exceffes,  would  have  been  ex- 
poling  themfelves  to  his  vengeance.  The  pu- 
nifhment  he  inflidled  on  the  rebels  who  had 
feated  him  on  the  throne,  was  an  excellent  leffon 
for  thofe  who  wifhed  to  depofe  him.  They 
endeavoured  therefore  to  find  out  a  pretence 
for  depriving  him  of  the  crown.  This  pretence 
was,  that  though  they  afked  for  the  three  cri¬ 
minals  alive,  they  had  been  fent  to  them  dead  ; 
and  for  this  reafon  they  infilled  on  the  fultan’s 
demiffion. 

It  is  believed  that  they  were  diredled  in  their 
proceedings  by  Ifpiri  Zade,  chaplain  in  ordinary 
to  the  court,  who  under  a  fimple  and  devout 
air  concealed  the  moil  unbounded  ambition. 
He  had  ^een  loaded  with  favours  by  the  grand- 
feignior ;  yet  he  did  not  hefitate  to  engage  to 
perform  the  mofl  odious  part  in  the  revolution. 
Wh  en  the  fultan  perceived  him,  he  thought  he 
faw  a  friend,  and  afked  him  :  cc  Are  the  rebels 
<e  appeafed  ?  Why  do  they  not  retire  ?  I  have 
‘e  done  more  for  them  than  I  ought.  What  do 

they  with  farther  ?”  “  My  lord,”  replied 

Zade,  with  a  modeft  look,  “  thy  reign  is  ended. 
“  Thy  fubjedls  will  no  longer  acknowledge  thee 
“  as  emperor.”  “  Why  did  you  not  tell  me 
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“  fooner,”  replied  the  fultan  in  a  paffion  j  <c  you 
“  who  came  hither  every  day  ?”  Without  any 
more  deliberation,  he  then  ran  to  find  his  ne¬ 
phew,  the  fon  of  Achmet  II.  laid  hold  of  his  hand, 
and  conducting  him  into  the  imperial  chamber, 
placed  him  on  the  throne.  “  Remember,”  faid 
he,  "  that  your  father  loft  the  throne  which  I 
“  this  day  refign  to  you,  and  that  I  now  lofe  it 
*c  only  becaufe  we  repofed  too  much  confidence 
“  in  our  viziers.  Had  I  conferred  on  them  lefs 
“  authority,  and  had  I  demanded  from  them  a 
“  more  exafif  account  of  the  affairs  of  the  em- 
“  pire,  I  fhould  perhaps  have  finifhed  my  reign 
<£  with  as  much  glory  as  l  began  it.  Adieu. 
“  I  with  your’s  may  be  happier.  I  recommend 
“  to  you  my  fon  and  my  own  perfon.”  He  then 
retired  to  the  apartment  which  had  been  occu¬ 
pied  by  his  nephew'. 

Achmet  III.  was  the  third  fultan  depofed  in 
lefs  than  a  century,  and  depofed  in  the  capital. 
It  is  aftonithing  that  the  example  of  the  firft, 
who  was  fubjeCted  to  that  difmal  fate,  did  not 
afford  a  falutary  leffon  to  the  reft  ;  and  that  on 
the  appearance  of  the  firft  fpark  of  fedition  they 
did  not  retire  into  the  provinces  where  they 
might  have  collected  around  them  troops  and 
Ikilful  commanders,  by  whofe  afiiftance  they 
might  have  been  able  to  extinguilli  the  flames. 
Achmet,  however,  was  fuppofed  to  poffefs  po¬ 
litical  knowledge  and  ability  ;  he  applied  to 
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bufinefs ;  but  he  had  two  ruling  pnflions — the 
love  of  women,  and  the  love  of  money.  By  the 
one  he  was  lulled  into  the  inactivity  of  voluptu- 
oufnefs;  and  by  the  other,  deprived  of  the  fervice 
of  thofe  hireling  agents  whofe  difcoveries  are 
neceflary  to  a  fovereign,  to  enable  him  to  regu¬ 
late  his  conduct  in  the  ftormy  times  of  turbu¬ 
lence. 

Mahomet v.  Mahomet  being  conduced  to  the  throne,  fent 

*73ofuItan’  for  thofe  by  whofe  means  he  had  been  placed 
upon  it.  Patrona  appeared  with  his  legs  bare 
as  when  he  ufed  to  fell  old  clothes,  and  in  the 
habit  of  a  janilfary.  The  fultan  afked  in  what 
manner  he  wifhed  to  be  rewarded.  “  Since  thy 
“  foul  is  open  to  gratitude,”  faid  Patrona,  “  I 
“  demand  from  thee  fome  fplendid  proof  of  it. 
“  Abolifh  inftantly  thofe  impofts  under  which 
“  the  empire  now  groans.”  The  emperor  im¬ 
mediately  caufed  to  be  proclaimed  the  abolition 
of  a  very  burthenfome  tax,  impofed  by  his  pre- 
deceffor ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  announced  the 
ufual  gratification  to  the  troops.  Patrona  re¬ 
quired  that  the  new  levies  fhould  have  a  (hare  of 
it.  When  this  meafure  was  known,  it  caufed  a 
great  multitude,  induced  by  the  temptation,  to 
range  themfelves  under  the  imperial  ftandards. 
Old  and  young,  infirm  perfons,and  men  absolute¬ 
ly  incapable  cf  military  fervice,  might  be  feen 
haftening  thither  to  get  their  names  enrolled. 
All  the  treafures  of  the  fultan  would  Scarcely 
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have  been  fufficient  to  pay  them.  The  lieute¬ 
nant  of  the  aga  of  the  janiffaries  made,  therefore, 
fome  remonftrances ;  Patrona  gave  evident  figns 
that  they  difpleafed  him  ;  the  officer  was  maf- 
facred,  and  the  money  was  diftributed  with  the 
utmoft  prodigality,  and  in  the  greateft  confufion. 

This  violence  gave  Mahomet  reafon  to  appre¬ 
hend,  that  if  he  fuffered  thefe  men  to  remain  in 
Conftantinople  they  might  make  him  pay  too 
dear  for  the  fervice  they  had  rendered  to  him. 
The  council  endeavoured  to  devife  means  for 
removing  them.  The  emperor  propofed  to  Pa¬ 
trona  the  government  of  Natolia,  and  the  title  of 
pacha.  He,  however,  begged  to  be  excufed  on 
account  of  his  profound  ignorance.  The  aga  of 
the  janiffaries,  thinking  to  gratify  the  prince  as 
well  as  Patrona,  propofed  to  give  the  latter  a 
hundred  thoufand  fequins,  and  to  let  him  retire 
wherever  he  thought  proper.  cc  I  have  no  need 
“  of  money,”  replied  the  haughty  janiffiary  ;  “  if 
“  I  de fired  it,  all  the  purfes  of  Conftantinople 
“  are  at  my  fervice  and  caking  a  furious  look 
at  the  aga,  he  had  the  boldnefs  to  fay  to  him,  in 
the  prefence  of  the  emperor  :  “  Never  interfere 
“  with  any  thing  that  concerns  me,  if  you  wiffi 
sc  to  efcape  the  fate  of  your  lieutenant.” 

This  want  of  refpedl  confirmed  the  emperor 
in  his  defign  of  removing  to  a  diftance  this  re¬ 
bel;  but  Patrona,  who  perceived  it,  redoubled 
his  audacity.  The  grand-vizier  caufed  a  procla- 
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mation  to  be  iflued  to  the  troops  ;  that  as  it  was 
contrary  to  Jaw  to  march  with  arms  through 
the  towns  in  the  time  of  peace,  they  ought  to 
lay  them  immediately  down.  The  rebels  defpifed 
thefe  orders  :  and  Patrona  and  his  accomplices 
appeared  every  day  at  the  divan  armed  with 
large  cimeters  ;  feated  themfelves  in  a  familiar 
manner  clofe  to  the  grand  feignior ;  adminiftered 
juftice  in  defiance  of  him;  gave  away  places,  and 
obliged  him  to  confer  offices  of  diftin&ion  on. 
their  creatures.  One  day  he  met  a  butcher 
who  had  formerly  fupplied  him  with  meat  on 
credit.  Patrona  gave  him  a  thoufand  fequins, 
and  faid :  “  Don’t  you  with  to  outlive  me?’* 
(C  No,”  replied  the  butcher.  “  Well  then,”  add¬ 
ed  Patrona,  cc  go  tell  the  vizier  that  he  rcuft 
“  create  you  prince  of  Moldavia,  in  the  room  of 
“  Gregorio  Gifta,  with  whom  we  are  diffatif- 
tc  fied.”  The  grand-vizier  durft  not  refufe and 
the  new  prince  was  admitted  to  kifs  his  high* 
nefs’s  hand. 

Patrona,  encouraged  by  this  fuccefs,  declared 
himfelf  aga  of  the  janiffaries.  It  was  foon  known 
that  he  aimed  at  nothing  lefs  than  to  make 
Muflu,  the  only  one  among  them  who  could 
read,  grand-vizier ;  another,  governor  of  the  ci¬ 
ty;  and  himfelf  captain-pacha,  or  high-admiral. 
Thefe  exorbitant  pretenfions  deprived  the  rebels 
of  many  partifans,  even  among  the  janiflaries. 
Zade,  the  preacher,  who  conducted  the  revolu- 
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tion,  had  detached  himfelf  from  them,  when  his 
fervices  were  rewarded  by  the  grand-feignior  by 
an  honourable  and  lucrative  employment.  Pa- 
trona,  Muflu,  and  Hali,  intoxicated  with  their 
power,  were  the  only  perfons  who  did  not  per¬ 
ceive  that  they  were  daily  expoling  themfelves 
to  the  danger  of  lofing  it.  It  is  not  known 
what  they  meant  to  propofe  in  a  divan  or  coun¬ 
cil  of  ftate,  which  they  appointed  under  the  ex- 
prefs  condition  that  a  few  perfons  only  fhould  be 
admitted  into  it.  The  grand-feignior,  whom  they 
had  emboldened,  convoked  the  council  in  the 
form  which  the  three  tyrants  required.  They 
affembled,  accompanied  by  forty  banditti,  whom 
they  called  the  forlorn  hope.  They  made  the 
efcort  halt  under  the  porch  of  the  inner  court. 
The  rebels  entered  the  divan  with  their  ufual 
audacity,  and  wTere  received  with  the  honours 
to  which  they  had  been  accuftomed.  The  grand- 
vizier  opened  the  fitting  by  a  diftribution  of  em¬ 
ployments  to  the  rebels  and  their  creatures. 
While  they  were  enjoying  the  pleafure  of  fee¬ 
ing  their  willies  even  anticipated,  on  a  lignal 
agreed,  men  placed  behind  each  of  them  plunge 
their  poniards  into  their  backs,  repeat  their 
blows,  and  Jay  them  all  dead  on  the  pavement. 
Th e  forlorn  hope  were  then  called  in  five  by  five; 
and  in  that  manner  were  butchered.  Next 
morning,  carriages  loaded  with  the  bodies  of 
thefe  unfortunate  wretches  were  feen  coining 
VOL.  VI. 
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out  from  the  feraglio,  preceded  by  men  who  pro¬ 
claimed  aloud  :  “  Such  dial]  be  the  fate  of  all 
“  thofe  who  dare  to  rebel  againft  our  mod  puif- 
cf  fant  monarch.”  They  were  applauded  by  the 
people ;  the  janiffaries  teflified  their  joy ;  and 
without  any  public  orddr,  this  event  occafioned  a 
general  rejoicing  throughout  the  city. 

The  Ottoman  empire,  both  in  Afia  and  Eu¬ 
rope,  is  compofed  only  of  conquered  nations. 
Few  of  them  are  interefted  in  the  preferva- 
tion  of  its  integrity  ;  and  there  are  none  really 
attached  to  the  government,  but  the  great  who 
command,  the  foldiers  who  are  paid,  and,  in 
general,  thofe  wThom  the  police  or  religion  in¬ 
vert  with  authority.  The  word  country  is  there 
unknown,  and  the  provinces  are  very  indifferent 
in  regard  to  what  is  parting  in  the  capital.  There 
is  nothing  but  commerce  which  could  unite 
thefe  nations,  fo  dirtimilar  in  manners,  cuftoms, 
opinions,  and  religious  principles  ;  but  the  mer¬ 
chants,  inrtead  of  being  protedled,  are  expofed 
to  innumerable  a£ls  of  cppreflion  on  the  part  of 
the  Turkifn  governors  ;  and,  above  all,  the  Jews, 
who  experience  under  the  Turkifh  dominion 
that  harfh  treatment  which,  as  we  fhall  fee,  they 
have  been  accuftomed  to  among  all  nations 
through  a  long  feries  of  ages. 
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Jews. 

A  nation  which  for  eighteen  centuries  has 
exifted  amidft  contempt,  hatred,  and  bad  treat¬ 
ment  from  all  the  reft  :  groaning  under  the  fe- 
vereft  captivity;  a  prey  to  cruelty  and  perfec¬ 
tion  :  devoted  to  inful t  and  itmominv:  haraffed 

7  O  J  J 

and  tormented  ;  the  perpetual  object  of  violence 
and  injuftice  ;  a  victim  to  the  moft  diftrefling  ca¬ 
lamities,  and  always  inundated  by  rivers  of  its 
own  blood  which  has  been  fhed,  deferves  not  to 
be  loft  in  the  wide  field  of  hiftory.  Its  misfor¬ 
tunes,  collected  into  one  point  of  view,  will  ex¬ 
hibit  a  kind  of  prodigy  which  arifes  from  the 
perpetuity  of  its  exiftence  amidft  the  moft  ef¬ 
fectual  caufes  of  deftruCtion. 

The  Jews,  to  elude  the  prophecy,  which 
foretold  that  the  Meffiah  lhould  be  born  when  raft  and  fe- 

cond  cen- 

the  fceptre  paffed  from  Judah,  fay  that  it  re-turies. 
mained  during  the  Babylonifh  captivity  among 
the  chiefs  chofen  to  govern  them  under  the 
name  of  the  princes  of  the  captivity.  When 
they  lofe  the  traces  of  thefe  pretended  kings,  they 
commit  the  fovereign  authority  into  the  hands 
of  their  high-priefts  at  Jerufalem  ;  and  after  the 
deftruCtion  of  that  city,  to  the  fanhedrim,  or  fu- 
preme  council.;  which,  with  the  permiftion  of 
the  Romans,  they  eftablifhed  at  Tiberias.  The 
chiefs  of  it,  they  fay,  were  called  patriarchs  of 
Judea.  They  prefent  a  lift  of  them,  the  names 
in  which  are  not  fupported  by  any  authentic 
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chronology;  and  when  the  legal  power  difap- 
pears  by  the  annihilation  of  thefe  patriarchs,  the 
Jewifh  doctors  place  the  power  on  their  fyna* 
gogue's;  which  indeed  contained  men  of  learning 
and  merit,  but  not  kings.  It  is  pretended,  that 
the  Jews-  who  efcaped  maflacre  under  Titus, 
carried  the  race  of  David  to  Spain. 

Under  Trajan,  the  Jews-,  tired  of  fupporting 
the  Roman  yoke,  revolted  in  Lybia,  the  ifland 
of  Cyprus,  and  Mefopota/nia.  They  put  to 
death  more  than  <wo  hundred  thoufand  men; 
but  the  cruel  reprifals  made  upon  them  are  fup- 
pofed  to  have  occalioned  the  deftruftion  of  feve- 
ral  millions.  Notwithftanding  this  horrid  devaf- 
tation,  a  prodigious  multitude  of  zealots  affem- 
bled,  under  Antoninus,  around  an  impoftor 
named  Barchocheba,  or  the  Sun  of  the  Star, 
who  gave  himfelf  out  for  the  Meffiah.  He  had 
a  precurfor  named  Akiba,  chief  of  the  fanhe- 
drim,  who  by  his  reputation  greatly  contributed 
to  procure  credit  to  the  million  of  his  meffiah. 
The  number  of  men  capable  of  bearing  arms 
amounted  to  more  than  two  hundred  thoufand. 
He  caufed  himfelf  to  be  crowned  king  at  Bid¬ 
der.  The  banditti  of  the  neighbouring  coun¬ 
tries  flocked  to  his  ftandards,  and  increafed  his 
army  to  an  alarming  fize.  The  meffiah  maf- 
faered  Romans  and  chriftians,  and  every  Jew 
who  would  not  acknowledge  his  authority;  but 
he  was  at  length  killed  in  a  breach  of  his  ca- 
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pital,  befieged  by  Tinnius  Rufus,  a  Roman  gene¬ 
ra].  His  precurfor  Akiba  was  flayed  alive  with 
an  iron  comb.  Five  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand 
jews  perilhed  by  the  fword,  famine,  or  mifery. 

Adrian  rebuilt  the  temple  of  Jerufalem ;  but 
not  on  their  account,  as  they  were  excluded 
from  it.  On  the  contrary,  he  endeavoured  to 
render  it  unclean,  by  caufing  idols  to  be  placed 
in  it,  and  by  offering  up  impure  facritices.  This 
emperor  imagined  he  could  reduce  the  Jews  to 
fubmiflion  by  opprefling  them  ;  but  they  only 
burft  their  chains  the  fooner.  He  made  them 
pay  a  certain  tax  for  permiflion  to  behold  their 
holy  city  even  at  a  diftance,  to  circumcife  their 
children,  and  to  read  their  facred  books.  They 
remained,  however,  ftill  more  attached  to  their 
religion. 

They  were  confirmed  in  their  attachment  by  Third  and 

J  fourth  cei>» 

the  learned  men  who  at  that  time  appeared,  tunes, 
and  whofe  works  are  ftill  in  efteem.  Judah,  fur- 
named  the  Holy,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the 
academy  of  Tiberias,  compiled  the  Mifna,  a  col- 
lefilion  of  laws,  which  is  the  civil  and  eccleliafti- 
cal  code  of  the  Jews  ;  and  his  fon  Hikel  com- 
pofed  a  calendar  in  fuch  a  manner  that  it  might 
not  appear  that  Jefus  Chrift  was  the  Mefliah. 

The  whole  attention  of  the  Jews  was  divided 
between  two  objects,  the  fcience  and  the  prac? 
tice  of  religion.  Speculative  ftudy  produced 
among  them  a  multitude  of  feels,  who  anathe- 
paatifed  each  other,  according  to  the  ufual  cuf- 
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tom.  The  liberty  of  praftice,  which  was  claim¬ 
ed  by  thefe  untra&able  people,  hurried  them 
on  fometimes  to  revolt.  They  were  haraff- 
ed  under  Antoninus,  hated  by  Marcus  Aure¬ 
lius,  favoured  by  Severus,  made  to  tremble 
under  Caracalla,  in  danger  under  Heliogaba- 
lus,  confoled  by  the  protection  of  Alexander 
Severus,  and  pretty  quiet  under  the  fucceeding 
emperors. 

It  will  not  appear  aftonifinng  that  they  fhould 
be  favoured  by  Julian  the  Apoftate,  in  order  to 
mortify  the  chriftians.  Valens  and  Valentinian 
were  fo  cruel  as  to  let  loofe  the  hatred  of  the 
people  againft  the  Jews  by  unfavourable  edicts  ■„ 
but  it  was  repreffed  by  Theodofius  I. 

Fifth,  fiith,  VV  as  the  inveterate  hatred  of  all  nations  againft 

centuries.  the  Jews,  which  cccaficned  the  fhedding  of  fo  much 
olood,  owing  to  any  fault  of  thefe  defcendants  of 
Abraham?  io  their  intolerance,  pride,  or  pee- 
vifhnefs  ?  Or  was  it  owing  to  the  fault  of  other 
nations,  prejudiced  againft  an  exclufive  enthu- 
fiafm,  the  confequence  of  education  and  internal 
convifrion  ?  It  may  be  replied,  that  there  were 
faults  on  both  tides  ;  but  the  unfortunate  Jews, 
whether  the  aggreffbrs  or  attacked,  always  fuf- 
fered  the  punifhment.  Every  year  they  wrnre 
accuftomed  to  celebrate  their  deliverance  by 
Mordecai,  the  uncle  of  Efther,  and  to  hang 
Haman  on  a  gallows.  Under  Theodofius  II. 
they  affixed  the  image  to  a  crofs,  which  they 
.carried  about  in  proceflion  and  then  burnt •,  and 
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the  chriflians  always  confidered  this  a&ion  as 
done  in  derifion  of  Jefus  Chrift.  It  fometimes 
occafioned  tumults  which  ended  in  maffacre  and 
murder.  Matters  were  carried  ftill  farther  at 
Alexandria,  where  the  Jews  were  numerous  and 
exceedingly  rich.  The  protection  of  Oreftes, 
the  governor,  had  rendered  them  enterprizing. 
Cyrill  the  patriarch  put  nimfelf  at  the  head  of 
the  chriftians.  This  quarrel  did  not  end  with¬ 
out  great  cruelties  on  both  Tides  ;  and  the  refult 
on  fuch  occafions,  was  that  the  property  of  the 
fynagogues  was  united  to  that  of  the  churches, 
which  gave  rife  to  eternal  difputes. 

The  jews  have  had  flourifhing  feminaries  in 
Perfia,  and  in  that  country  they  have  been  ex- 
pofed  alfo  to  the  mod  violent  perfecutions. 
They,  however,  maintained  themfelves  in  a  hate 
of  opulence,  which  indeed  fometimes  brought 
upon  them  bad  treatment  and  fometimes  pro¬ 
cured  them  refpoCt  which  they  were  obliged  to 
purchafe.  Mahomet  entertained  for  them  the 
u  tin  oft  contempt,  and  endeavoured  to  infpire 
the  fame  fentiments  into  his  followers.  Did 
the  Jews  revolt  in  Palefine  and  Syria,  at  Tyre 
and  Caefarea,  becaufe  they  wTere  opprefied  r  Or 
were  they  opprelfed  becaufe  they  revolted  ?  This 
is  a  problem  difficult  to  be  refolved.  An  im- 
poflor,  named  Julian,  gave  himfelf  out  in  Pale- 
ftine  to  be  the  Meffiah,  and  was  followed  by  a 
great  number  of  unhappy  wretches  whom  lt3 
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milled  and  who  were  all  exterminated.  In  Soain 

i 

and  in  France  they  experienced  the  double 
misfortune  of  being  anathematifed  by  the  councils 
and  perfecuted  by  the  fovereigns.  They  pof- 
fefted  at  Arles  a  great  deal  of  power,  which 
they  abufed,  and  were  expelled  from  Provence 
and  Languedoc.  Imprifonment,  extortion,  and 
banifhment,  were  oftener  employed  again  ft  them 
in  thefe  countries  than  any'  other  feveriries  or 
death.  A  cruel  favour,  fince  the  innocent  wife 
and  children  were  punithed,  like  the  criminal 
hufband,  by  the  moft  dreadful  poverty  and  dif- 
trefs. 

It  appears  that  the  Jews  were  efteemed  by 
ninth aenth,  many  of  the  caliphs,  who  kept  them  at  their 
oenturies.  court  as  phyficians,  aftrologers,  and  men  of  let¬ 
ters.  This  favour  was  extended  to  the  whole 
nation.  Thefe  princes  entrufted  them  with  the 
management  of  their  revenues,  and  found  it 
advantageous  to  their  intereft  :  but  the  people, 
harafted  by  thefe  financiers,  did  not  much  applaud 
their  choice  ■,  and  their  murmurs  often  authorized 
the  princes  to  fqueeze  thefe  fponges  to  the 
benefit  of  their  treafuries.  As  if  exile  and  ba- 
nifhment  had  not  been  fufficient  to  ruin  them,  to 
thefe  were  added  the  falfe  zeal  of  voluntary 
defertion.  A  Jew  named  Serenus  perfuaded  his 
brethren  in  Spain  that  he  was  the  Mefiiah,  and 
exhorted  them  to  follow  him  to  Judea.  They 
accordingly  quitted  their  poffeffions,  which  were 
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immediately  occupied  by  their  neighbours.  The 
Meffiah,  however,  difappeared;  and  this  deluded 
multitude  perifhed  by  the  way.  They  are  accufed 
of  having  invited  the  Arabs  into  Languedoc  as 
well  as  of  having  favoured  the  invafion  of  the 
Normans  in  Italy,  and  thefe  prejudices  excited 
many  enemies  againft  them  in  that  part  of 
Europe,  while  they  were  multiplying  in  Alia. 
There  were  reckoned  to  be  nine  hundred  thou- 
fand  of  them  in  one  town  of  Syria  under  the 
dominion  of  the  Perfians.  The  arts  and  the 
fciences  fiourilhed  among  them  ;  but  while  they 
enjoyed  peace  from  without,  they  were  agitated 
at  home  by  civil  diffenfions.  Different  fe£ts, 
hoftile  to  each  other,  were  engaged  in  continual 
broils.  In  Spain  they  had  violent  difputes  on 
account  of  a  tranflation  of  the  Talmud,  a  book 
full  of  traditions,  which  contains  ufeful  things 
intermixed  with  a  great  many  fables.  Some 
evil-difpofed  perfon  in  that  kingdom  thought 
proper  to  confound  them  with  the  Saracens ; 
and  for  that  reafon  they  were  every-where  treat¬ 
ed  as  enemies.  This  perfecution,  which  was 
extremely  bloody,  extended  itfelf  to  France. 
Its  fury  was  fometimes  foftened  by  the  merit  of 
a  few  rabbis.  In  Egypt  they  triumphed,  and 
were  humbled  ;  were  expelled,  and  recalled. 
Thefe  alternations,  too  common,  carried  them 
from  one  end  of  the  world  to  the  other,  always 
maltreated,  and  always  expofed  to  deftruction. 
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In  the  twelfth  century  we'  find  a  great  many 
of  them  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Tigris  and 
the  Euphrates — in  the  cities  by  which  their  banks 
were  adorned — at  Bagdad^Cufa,  and  throughout 
all  Afifyria,  places  where  their  fathers  had  once 
groaned  in  captivity,  and  where  their  children 
were  expofed  to  a  fate  not  much  more  favour¬ 
able.  In  Egypt  they  had  experienced  terrible 
viciffitudes.  A  much  greater  number  of  them, 
it  is  faid,  were  mafiacred  there  at  one  time  than 
ever  went  forth  under  Mofes.  They  retired  thi¬ 
ther  in  detachments,  when  expelled  from  other 
countries,  and  formed  populous  colonies.  It  is 
not  aftonifhing  that  they  thould  have  been  very 
numerous  at  Jerufalem  and  Tyre,  in  Judea,  and 
in  all  Galilee.  From  thefe  coafts  they  failed  to 
Greece,  and  went  in  crowds  to  Conftantinople, 
from  which  they  inundated  Italy,  at  Rome,  Ca¬ 
pua,  and  Milan  ;  and  proceeded  thence  to 
France,  where  they  became  united  on  the  fide 
of  Spain  with  thofe  of  Africa  ;  and  on  the  other 
penetrated  to  Germany  and  England.  Their 
fynagogues  then  had  a  communication  with 
each  other;  and  thence  arofe  an  emulation  in 
ftudy,  which  tended  to  diffufethe  fciences. 

But  the  great  men  who  flouriflied  among  them 
did  net  prevent  various  impoltors  from  impofing 
on  the  credulity  of  the  populace.  There  were 
no  lefs  than  nine  or  ten  falfe  meffiahs  in  the 
eaft  and  weft.  In  France,  Charles  the  Fair,  on 
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account  of  a  falfe  meffiah,  caufed  all  the  fyna- 
gogues  to  be  defiroyed.  In  Perfia,  the  fophi 
''gave  to  a  falfe  meffiah,  who  had  taken  up  arms, 
a  fum  of  money,  which  he  demanded  for  putting 
an  end  to  the  war.  In  Spain,  two  impoftors 
excited  an  infurreftion,  and  expofed  the  whole 
nation  to  fevere  treatment.  In  Arabia,  another 
boafted  that  he  could  perform  miracles,  and  af- 
ferted,  that  if  beheaded,  he  would  again  come 
to  life.  He  was  taken  at  his  wTord  ;  but  he  ne¬ 
ver  revived,  and  the  Jews  were  condemned  to 
pay  a  heavy  fine,  as  a  punifhment  for  their  cre¬ 
dulity.  The  latter,  indeed,  was  fo  great,  that 
they  honoured  as  the  Meffiah  a  leper,  a  kind  of 
men  who  in  their  eyes  are  abominable.  They 
followed  the  traces  of  another,  who  appeared 
and  difappeared  in  Moravia  ;  and  who  afcribed 
to  himfeif  the  power  of  becoming  invifible.  The 
nation  was  obliged  to  produce  him ;  and  not- 
withftanding  his  invifibility,  he  was  feized.  A 
fimilar  circurnftance  took  place  in  Perfia.  In 
both  countries  the  Jews  were  made  to  pay 
dearly  for  the  uneafinefs  occafioned  to  the  fove- 
reigns  by  their  propenfity  to  become  the  dupes 
of  impoffure.  If  we  add  the  oppreffion  of  every 
kind  to  which  they  were  expofed,  by  the  fana- 
ticifm  of  the  crufaders,  and  the  blind  zeal  of  the 
populace,  who  accufed  them  of  crucifying  child¬ 
ren,  and  of  poifoning  the  wells,  fountains,  and 
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rivers,  we  fhall  find  reafon  to  be  aftonifhed  that 
their  race  is  not  now  extindt. 

Thefe  horrid  infinuations  thrown  out  againft 
them  in  the  preceding  centuries,  affumed  an  air 
of  truth  in  the  thirteenth  j  and  though  the  lead: 
reflexion  might  have  (hewn  that  thefe  crimes, 
if  they  really  took  place,  could  be  imputed  only 
to  a  few  profligates,  the  whole  nation  was  made 
refponfible  for  them.  The  horror  which  the 
Jews  infpired  was  general ;  and  their  names, 
when  they  occurred  in  the  page  of  hiftory,  pub¬ 
lic  deeds,  and  police  regulations,  were  always 
accompanied  writh  the  mod  infulting  epithets. 
The  axe  was  continually  fufpended  over  their 
heads  ;  fcaffolds  were  eredted  before  their  eyes, 
and  fires  were  ready  kindled  to  confume  them. 
But  at  the  time  when  they  were  treated  fo  cruel- 
lyrin  Europe,  they  were  fuffered  to  take  breath 
in  Judea.  From  the  Mamalukes  in  Egypt  they 
experienced  neither  perfecution  nor  favour.  The 
Tartars  received  them  as  phyficians,  aftrologers, 
and  men  thoroughly  acquainted  with  commerce. 
The  Greeks  fuffered  them  to  live  in  tranquillity 
among  them  ;  and  even  condemned  the  harfli 
treatment  which  they  experienced  in  other  coun¬ 
tries. 

In  general,  the  Jews  endured  with  lefs  impa¬ 
tience  the  oppreflion  they  fuffered  than  the  ex- 
ceflive  zeal  of  thofe  who  attempted  to  convert 
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them.  Chriftians  who  would  not  have  receded 
one  dep  from  their  own  law,  endeavoured  to 
make  the  Jews  advance  with  giant-ftrides  in 
the  principles  which  they  preached  up  to  them. 
They  compelled  them  to  fend  their  children  to 
chriftian  fchools  j  to  hear  fermons,  and  to  read 
dogmatic  books.  One  of  thefe  works,  written 
by  an  ecclefiaftic,  was  entitled  the  Poniard  of  the 
Faith:  a  title  extremely  engaging  for  the  pro- 
felytes  whom  they  wiflaed  to  attract.  The  al¬ 
ternative  of  being'  killed  or  believing  was  often 
employed.  The  Jews  enumerate  the  names  of 
many  who  became  martyrs  on  this  occafion. 
Thofe  who  differ  always  imagine  they  fhall  gain 
by  a  change.  Under  a  long  feries  of  the  kings 
of  France  they  were  always  proferibed  and  ha- 
raffed.  On  the  other  hand,  they  were  favoured 
by  the  popes  at  Avignon ;  that  is  to  fay,  the  for¬ 
mer  took  their  money  by  force,  the  latter  made 
them  pay  for  tranquillity.  The  Englifh  expelled 
them  from  their  ifland.  A  fire  having  broke  out 
at  Frankfort,  they  were  accufed  of  being  the 
incendiaries.  They  were  burnt  there  as  well  as 
at  Nuremberg.  In  the  Palatinate  they  were 
hunted  down  like  wild  beads,  becaufe  one  old 
woman  had  faid  that  they  afked  her  to  procure 
them  a  child  to  crucify ;  and  another,  that  they 
had  defired  the  hod  that  they  might  profane  it. 
All  Germany  expelled  them  from  its  bofonn 
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tc  Fly,”  faid  the  emperor  Winceflas  to  them  in 
one  of  the  refcripts,  “  or  be  converted.” 

Even  this  cruel  alternative  was  not  always 
propcfed  to  them.  The  quality  of  Jew  alone 
often  carried  with  it  profcription,  without  miti¬ 
gation  or  exception.  Of  this  we  have  a  fatal 
indance  in  Spain.  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella  ex¬ 
pelled  them  from  their  Hates  to  the  number  of 
eight  hundred  thoufand.  This  emigration  is  one 
of  the  mofi  melancholy  mentioned  in  hiftory. 
Scarcely  were  they  allowed  a  few  months  to  dif- 
pofe  of  their  property.  They  were  obliged  to 
fell  their  lands  and  furniture,  as  well  as  every 
thing  they  poffeffed,  at  whatever  price  they 
could  get.  They  embarked  for  Africa  ;  but  fe- 
veral  of  the  veffels  were  wrecked  ;  and  others 
taking  fire  were  confumed  in  the  open  fea  with 
their  whole  cargoes.  Few  of  them  arrived  in  a 
fafe  port.  When  they  landed,  thefe  unfortu¬ 
nate  wretches  were  rejected  by  the  inhabitants, 
who  feared  that  fuch  a  multitude  might  occa- 
fion  a  famine.  Flying  from  this  inhofpitable 
land,  they  penetrated  into  the  defert  wilds  of 
Africa,  where  they  periihed,  either  overwhelm¬ 
ed  by  the  fands,  or  torn  to  pieces  by  the  wild 
beads.  This  is  the  laft  calamity  they  expe¬ 
rienced  as  a  national  body:  but  of  partial  exile, 
baniihment,  and  profcription,  there  are  innu¬ 
merable  inftances,  which  have  continued  to  the 
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prefent  period.  To  the  prefent  period!  This 
expreflion  denotes  that  they  exid  dill.  An  ex- 
idence  next  to  a  miracle.  After  fo  many  mif- 
fortunes,  which  have  dedroyed  nations  far  more 
flourilhi'ng,  they  exid  in  great  numbers,  and  in 
all  countries.  They  are  found  in  the  principal 
cities  of  Ada  and  Europe.  They  apply  much 
to  commerce,  with  no  branch  of  which  they  are 
unacquainted.  They  can  accomodate  themfelves 
alfo  without  fcruple  to  every  mode  of  carrying 
it  on.  An  article  purchafed  by  a  Jew  is  eon- 
-  veyed  from  hand  to  hand  to  the  extremity  of  the 
world,  nor  can  any  traces  of  its  paffage  be  dis¬ 
covered.  When  allowed  to  poflefs  land,  they 
employ  themfelves  in  agriculture.  Though  mix¬ 
ed  with  the  inhabitants  of  all  countries,  they 
have  never  been  incorporated  among  them. 
Their  religious  ceremonies,  their  prohibition 
to  eat  certain  kinds  of  food,  their  fedivals, 
their  fads,  their  legal  abdinences,  and  their 
marriages  confined  to  their  own  tribes,  fepa- 
rate  from  all  other  people  this  adonidring  na¬ 
tion,  deprived  of  authority  throughout  the 
whole  world,  and  yet  the  only  one  which,  by 
known  places  of  fettlement,  can  Ibew  traces 
of  its  claim  to  every  point  of  the  habitable 
globe. 
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nean. 


Africa,  be-  Africa,  to  which  the  Romans  gave  the  epi- 

tween  the  o  i 

id-  Ses  e*e  t^et  °f  wonjlrorum  ferax ,  too  much  juftifies  that 
the  African  q ualincation,  whether  we  underhand  it  as  ap- 

Ocean,  and  1  L 

Mediterra-  plied  to  favage  and  carnivorous  animals,  to  men 
equally  ferocious,  or  merely  to  monftrofities  in 
regard  to  the  manners  and  prejudices  of  the  in¬ 
habitants.  It  is  a  peninfula  connefted  with  Alia 
only  by  a  tongue  of  land,  about  thirty  leagues  in 
breadth,  between  the  Red  Sea  and  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean.  The  interior  part  of  this  vaft  country  is 
little  known,  for  two  reafons  :  firft  ;  travelling 
there  is  attended  with  great  difficulties,  becaufe 
the  inhabitants,  who  are  exceedingly  miftruftful 
of  the  Europeans,  whom  they  confider  as  leagued 
together  in  a  defign  to  get  poffeffion  of  the  gold 
mines,  which  form  their  principal  riches,  will 
not  permit  them  to  penetrate  to  any  diftance 
from  the  coaft  :  fecondly  ;  the  obtlinacy  of  the 
natives  to  obferve  filence  with  regard  to  their* 
country  is  invincible.  Even  the  flaves  who  are 
carried  from  it  cannot  be  induced  by  promifes* 
careffes,  threats,  or  feverity,  to  communicate 
any  information  refpedling  it ;  or  if  they  open 
fteir  mouths,  it  is  only  to  deceive,  and  never  to 
give  a  real  account  of  their  religion,  their  cuf- 
toms,  and  their  commerce;  or  of  any  thing  that 
might  prove  interefting,  or  even  gratify  curio- 
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City.  For  the  little,  therefore,  which  is  known 
of  it  we  are  indebted  to  the  relations  of  a  few 
miffionaries,  who  efcaped  the  ferocity  of  the  na¬ 
tives,  or  witbftood  the  feverity  of  the  climate 
and  the  fatigue  of  travelling  in  thofe  inhofpitable 
regions.  Its  (hores  on  the  Mediterranean  were 
frequented  by  the  Phoenicians,  who  feem  alfo  to 
have  palled  through  the  Strait  of  Gibraltar. 
Thofe  on  the  ocean  were  known  to  the  Perfians; 
but  it  is  doubtful  whether  they  ever  proceeded 
fo  far  as  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  It  was  re- 
ferved  for  the  Portuguefe  to  give  us  an  accurate 
and  minute  knowledge  of  the  coafts  to  the  eaft 
and  weft  of  the  Cape,  which  they  did  in  pro¬ 
portion  as  their  voyages  to  India  afforded  them 
an  opportunity  of  extending  or  rectifying  their 
obfervations. 

Africa  is  fhaped  like  a  pyramid,  the  bafe  of 
which  refts  on  the  Mediterranean,  from  the tions- 
mouth  of  the  Nile  to  the  Strait  of  Gibraltar.  It 
is  fourteen  hundred  leagues  in  extent  from  north 
to  fouth,  and  fifteen  hundred  from  eaft  to  well. 
Two  thirds  of  it  are  fituated  within  the  torrid 
zone.  It  is  not  the  heat,  however,  which  pre¬ 
vents  that  part  from  being  as  populous  as  the 
reft,  but  the  barrennefs  of  the  foil,  the  fcarcity 
of  water,  the  bad  quality  of  that  necelfary  ar¬ 
ticle,  and  the  peftilential  vapours  which  arifq 
from  lakes  formed  by  the  exceflive  rains,  which 
being  covered  with  reeds,  and  never  agitated  by 
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the  wind,  become  putrid.  Owing  to  thefe  dif¬ 
ferent  caufes,  fome  countries  are  deftitute  of  in¬ 
habitants  ;  while  the  neighbouring  ones,  which 
are  equally  expofed  to  the  vertical  rays  of  the 
fun,  have  an  abundant  population.  Africa  is 
divided  into  four  parts  :  firft,  the  country  of 
the  whites,  which  comprehends  Egypt,  Numi- 
dia,  and  Zaara,  or  the  defert  ;  fecondly,  the 
country  of  the  blacks,  viz.  Nigritia,  Guinea, 
and  Nubia ;  thirdly,  Ethiopia,  Upper  and 
Lower  Abyffinia,  the  dates  on  the  borders  of 
the  Red  Sea  and  the  Indian  Ocean,  with  the 
immenfe  regions  in  the  interior  part  behind 
thefe  coafts ;  fourthly,  the  iflands  which  fur- 
round  it  in  the  Mediterranean,  the  Red  Sea,  and 
the  ocean. 

A  very  bad  chara&ter  is  given,  in  genera],  to 
the  Africans,  whether  Moors,  Arabs,  or  Negroes. 
They  are,  it  is  faid,  brutal,  ignorant,  lazy, 
treacherous,  thievifh,  miftruftful,  and  fuperftiti- 
ous.  St.  Auguftin,  who  was  an  African,  faid 
that  it  was  as  difficult  for  an  African  not  to  be 
inclined  to  incontinence  as  for  a  perfon  born  in 
Africa  not  to  be  an  African.  There  is  a  com¬ 
mon  proverb  aifo  which  fays,  that  all  people  of 
the  earth,  the  Africans  excepted,  have  fome 
good  mixed  with  their  bad  qualities.  Thefe 
odious  imputations  ought  to  be  applied  chiefly 
to  the  Negroes  or  Cadres  :  next  to  the  Moors  or 
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Arabs  who  difperfed  themfelves  throughout 
Africa  about  the  middle  of  the  feventh  centnrv, 
and  who  now  form  a  great  part  of  its  population. 
The  marabous,  who  are  the  pried s  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  have  invented  a  lingular  fable  to  explain  the 
difference  between  the  white,  tawny,  and  black 
men,  in  regard  to  fortune  and  riches. 

After  the  death  of  Noah,  fay  they,  his  three 
Tons,  one  of  whom  was  white,  the  fecond  tawny, 
and  the  third  black,  agreed  to  divide  his  property, 

,  which  confided  of  gold  and  fiver,  precious 
ftones,  ivory,  veftments  of  filk,  linen  and  wool, 
horfes,  camels,  dromedaries,  cattle,  fheep  and 
goats,  arms,  furniture,  corn  and  other  provifons, 
befides  tobacco  and  pipes.  Having  fpent  the 
greater  part  of  the  day  in  afforting  t’nefe  different 
articles,  the  three  heirs  were  obliged  to  defer 
the  partition  till  the  next  morning.  They  there¬ 
fore  fupped,  fmoked  a  friendly  .pipe  together, 
and  then  retired  to  reft,  each  in  his  own  tent. 
After  fome  hours’  deep  the  white  brother,  awak¬ 
ened  by  avarice,  arofe,  feized  the  gold  and  fiver, 
together  with  the  precious  ftones  and  mod 
beautiful  vedments,  and  having  loaded  the  bed 
camels  with  them  purfued  his  way  to  that  coun¬ 
try  which  his  white  poderity  have  ever  lince 
inhabited.  The  Moor,  or  tawny,  awaking  af¬ 
terwards  with  the  fame  intention,  and  being 
furprized  that  he  had  been  anticipated  by  his 
brother,  fecured  in  great  hade  the  remainder  of 
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the  horfes,  oxen,  and  camels,  and  retired  t© 
another  part  of  the  world,  leaving  onlv  fome 
coarfe  veftments,  cotton,  pipes  and  tobacco, 
millet,  rice,  and  other  things  of  lefs  value.  This 
laft  lot  fell  to  the  fhare  of  the  black,  the  lazieff 
of  the  three  brothers,  who  took  up  his  pipe  with 
a  melancholy  air,  and  while  he  fat  fmoking  in  a 
penfive  mood  fwore  to  be  revenged.  Thefe 
indeed  are  the  ruling  paffions  of  the  negroes  :  to 
fmoke,  to  do  nothing,  to  remain  in  a  thoughtful 
pofture,  and  to  gratify  their  revenge. 

They  have  no  natural  inclination  but  brutal¬ 
ity  :  no  affe£Kon  for  their  wives  and  children, 
whom  they  fell.  They  are  drunkards,  lafcivious, 
cruel,  and  perfidious  ;  in  a  word,  deftitute  of 
principles  and  under  no  reftraint.  They  never 
think,  and,  like  the  animals,  always  a£t  without 
reflexion,  according  to  the  impulfe  of  the  mo¬ 
ment.  Their  children  are  born  white  except  the 
parts  of  fex,  and  a  fmall  black  circle  around  the 
nails.  Their  beautiful  black  colour  is  effaced  by 
difeafe,  and  according  to  the  degree  of  the 
malady  is  degraded  into  a  difmal  palenefs. 
After  death  they  become  exceedingly  black. 
When  they  happen  to  be  wounded  the  fear 
remains  white  :  in  general,  the  foies  of  their 
Feet  are  of  the  fame  colour.  It  is  not  true  that 
they  become  white  by  remaining  long  in  a 
climate  which  is  little  expofed  to  the  heat  of  the 
fun.  Their  blacknefs  is  not  leffeped  but  by  a 
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fucceffion  and  mixture  of  races,  after  transmuta¬ 
tions,  the  number  of  which  it  has  never  yet  been 
poffible  to  determine,  becaufe  the  fuccefs  of  them 
depends  on  the  greater  or  lefs  ftrength  of  the 
individual  ;  but  the  blacknefs  is  at  length  fa 
entirely  effaced  that  no  traces  of  it  remain. 

Befides  paying  adoration  to  the  fun,  the  moon, 
the  {tars,  and  to  fire,  the  negroes  pra£tife  the 
moft  ftupid  and  ridiculous  idolatry  in  regard  to 
trees,  plants,  mountains,  rivers,  and  even  vile 
infedts,  which  they  in  fome  meafure  worfhip  as 
a  kind  of  inferior  deities  or  imaginary  beings, 
who,  according  to  their  prielts,  have  an  influence 
in  all  the  affairs  of  life,  health  and  ficknefs, 
death  and  nativity,  and  every  event  fortunate  or 
unfortunate.  Such  fuperftition,  however,  is. 
far  more  excufable  than  the  total  want  of  religion 
and  hatred  againft  it  which  are  obferved  among 
the  Imbiges,  a  race  of  barbarous  and  impious 
monfters,  who  inhabit  a  country  near  that  of  the 
Hottentots.  Thefe  people  are  avowed  enemies 
of  the  human  race,  and  even  of  heaven,  againft 
which  they  difcharge  their  impotent  arrows  with 
horrid  imprecations  when  they  experience  any 
misfortune.  They  devour  their  flaves  and  pri- 
foners  of  war,  whom  they  roaft  alive. 

There  are  Jews  eftablifhed  in  fome  parts  of  Rci;g;Qn 
Africa.  Chriftianity  is  the  religion  of  Abyffinia, 
but  it  ismuch  disfigured.  Mahometanifm  may  be 
confidered  as  the  prevailing  religion,  becaufe  it  is 
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followed  by  the  Moors,  Arabs,  and  a  great  part 
of  the  negroes.  As  the  Arabs  are  impatient  of 
all  reftraint,  the  religion  of  Mahomet  among 
them  has  become  altogether  fenfual  :  they  have 
banifhed  all  tbofe  aufterities  with  which  it  was 
burthened  by  its  founder; — abftinence  from  wine 
and  pork,  fading,  frequent  prayer,  and  ablutions. 
A  good  mu  flu  hr.  an  would  not  be  able  to  diftini- 
guifh  his  religion  through  pagan  fuperditions, 
which  are  obferved  with  more  care  than  the 
precepts  of  the  Koran.  This  mutilated  mahome- 
tanifm  prevails  even  in  the  dates  of  Barbarv, 
tributary  to  the  grand-feignior,  and  in  thofe 
which  belong  to  him  in  Egypt  and  along  the 
fhores  of  the  Red  Sea. 

Marabous.  Thefe  places  alfo  abound  with  the  Marabous, 
a  kind  of  prieds  or  faints  much  feared  and 
venerated  by  all  the  Africans,  and  even  by  the 
negroes.  They  are  divided  into  three  claffes. 
The  fird  redde  in  the  cities,  towns,  and  villages  ; 
the  fecond  wander  about  without  any  fixed 
habitation ;  and  the  third  frequent  the  thick 
foreds  and  the  mod  arid  deferts.  All  of  them, 
however,  under  the  cloke  of  auderity  indulge  in 
the  greated  irregularities.  The  bads  of  their 
belief  is,  that  the  heavens,  the  dars,  and  the 
elements,  have  in  them  fomething  divine ;  fo 
that  no  religion  can  be  erroneous.  They  pre¬ 
tend  that  by  fading  and  abdinence  men  may 
elevate  themfelves  to  the  nature  of  angels ;  and 
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that  being  thus  purified  from  every  vicious  af- 
feftion,  it  will  be  impofiible  afterwards  to  fin. 
This  is  the  dodtrine  of  Spinofa  and  the  Molinifts. 
The  marabous  difplay  in  their  conduft  all  that 
depravity  of  the  mind  and  heart  which  thefe  two 
fy  fie  ms  mufi  produce. 

They  are  much  dreaded  even  by  the  princes, 
on  account  of  the  empire  which  fuperfiition 
gives  them  over  the  people.  Travellers  are  never 
better  guarded  than  when  they  have  one  of 
them  as  their  conductor.  Robbers  and  plun¬ 
derers,  whether  Arabs,  Moors,  or  Negroes,  never 
dare  to  infult,  or  even  treat  with  incivility,  a 
firanger  who  is  under  fuch  protedlion.  It  ap¬ 
pears  that  they  are  conne£led  together  by  a  cer¬ 
tain  bond  of  correfpondence  and  fubordination, 
like  a  religious  body  ;  and  that  they  form  a  kind 
of  republic,  the  capital  of  which  is  on  the  Ni¬ 
ger.  Some  of  them  ufe  circumcifion,  and  others 
baptifm.  In  general,  they  adopt  all  the  prac¬ 
tices  of  the  people  among  whom  they  refide. 
'I  his  condefcenfion  procures  them  great  confi¬ 
dence  ;  and  fanftifies  in  the  eyes  of  their  follow¬ 
ers  the  fhameful  excefies  to  which  they  aban¬ 
don  themfelves.  No  beings  can  be  more  ridi- 
culoufly  proud,  and  more  ignorant  than  the  ma¬ 
rabous,  unlefs  it  be  thofe  ftupid  people  who 
liften  to  them.  The  Africans  think  it  below 
them  to  learn  any  thing  from  the  Europeans; 
contemptible  foreigners,  as  they  call  them,  con- 
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drained  by  mifery  to  quit  their  native  land,  and 
to  wander  to  the  extremities  of  the  globe,  that 
they  may  carry  back  from  their  fortunate  coun¬ 
try  the  mod  valuable  articles  they  poffefs.  But, 
however  wretched  they  may  be  in  other  refpedts, 
they  enjoy  this  happinefs,  that  they  confider 
themfelves  as  the  moft  fortunate  of  mankind ; 
and  their  own  country,  even  in  thofe  parts  which 
are  barren  and  unhealthful,  as  the  fined  in  the 
world. 

Africa,  indeed,  produces  abundance  of  gold, 
the  collecting  of  vyhich  is  not  attended  either 
with  the  fame  labour  or  the  fame  danger  as  that 
of  Mexico  or  Peru.  It  is  found  in  thofe  diftriCts 
which  produce  it  at  the  diflance  of  five  or  fix 
feet  below  the  furface  of  the  earth  ;  and  the  ri¬ 
vers  fweep  down  large  quantities,  which  require 
only  to  be  wafhed  and  feparated  from  the  mud. 
The  facility  with  which  the  negroes  can  obtain, 
in  exchange  for  this  metal,  the  few  neceffaries 
they  Hand  in  need  of,  renders  them  exceedingly 
lazy  and  indifferent  in  regard  to  manufactures 
and  the  mechanical  arts.  The  men,  in  general, 
fpend  the  greater  part  of  their  time  in  drinking, 
fmoking,  and  fleep.  The  women  are  burthened 
with  all  the  labour  of  their  domeftic  economy — 
fowing,  planting,  and  reaping  ;  while  their  huf- 
bands  with  great  compofure  behold  them  ex- 
pofed  to  a  fcorching  fun,  engaged  in  toil  from 
morning  to  night,  with  a  child  on  their  back. 
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and  no  other  nourilhment  than  a  little  meal 
moiftened  with  water.  It  never  fo  much  as  en¬ 
ters  the  mind  of  thefe  indolent  drones  to  affifl: 
their  oppreffed  females  to  pound  the  millet, 
which  fupplies  the  whole  family  with  daily  food. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  fea-coaft  are,  however, 
a  little  more  induflrious.  The  defire  of  gain  in 
duces  them  to  fearch  for  thofe  things  which  may 
be  fuitable  to  foreigners,  and  to  take  fome 
trouble  to  find  them.  Next  to  gold,  their  molt 
valuable  article  is  gum,  with  which  they  carry 
on  a  great  trade.  It  ferves  them  alfo  as  a  kind 
of  food,  which  they  find  wholefome  and  agree¬ 
able.  Their  trade  is  exceedingly  advantageous 
to  the  Europeans,  becaufe  they  give  in  ex¬ 
change  articles  only  of  fmall  value  ; — abundance 
of  toys,  mercery  goods  of  the  moll  inferior  qua¬ 
lity,  domeftic  utenfils,  coarfe  fluffs  of  various 
colours,  trinkets  for  female  ornaments,  fuch  as 
fmall  mirrors,  bells,  and  a  thoufand  other  trifles, 
which  the  negroes  admire,  and,  like  children, 
contemplate  for  whole  days  when  they  have 
them  in  their  poffeffion  :  but  above  all,  fpirituous 
liquors,  of  which  they  are  fo  paffionately  fond 
that  they  even  fometimes  fell  themfelves  to  ob¬ 
tain  them. 

The  Moors,  defcended  from  the  inhabitants 
of  the  ancient  Mauritania,  are  the  original  na¬ 
tives  of  the  country.  The  Arabs  are  the  child¬ 
ren  of  the  Saracens,  who  inundated  Africa  in 
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the  feventh  century.  Thefe  two  nations  have 
been  confounded  in  fuch  a  manner  that,  though 
fome  (hades  of  difference  may  be  ftill  perceived, 
they  can  fcarcely  be  difr  in  gunned  bv  foreigners. 
There  are  more  Moors  who  live  like  Arabs, 
than  Arabs  who  imitate  the  Moors.  The  Arabs 

- 

have  rendered  their  language  prevalent  through¬ 
out  the  whole  peninfula,  as  well  as  their  religion, 
which  is  the  mahometan.  As  in  Arabia,  thev 
are  divided  into  tribes,  which  rarelv  intermix 
with  each  other  ;  thofe  in  towns  are  lefs  fcrupu- 
lous  in  this  refpecf,  but  thofe  who  remain  fixed 
in  one  fpot,  where  they  form  a  kind  of  village, 
or  who  encamp  in  itinerant  hordes,  have  retain¬ 
ed  much  better  the  cuftoms  of  their  anceftors. 
The  men  confine  themfelves  to  the  care  of  the 
cattle  :  the  interior  part  of  their  domeftic  eco- 
ncmy  is  managed  by  the  women,  wmo  are  loved 
and  refpecled  by  their  hufbands,  but  who  are 
exceedingly  referred,  and  remain  as  it  were  in- 
vifible  in  their  tents  and  wagons.  This  obli- 
gation  is  impofed  on  them  by  the  jealoufy  of  the 
men.  Adultery  is  feverely  punifhed,  and  poly¬ 
gamy  allowed.  The  w'hole  family  refide,  if  pof- 
f  ble,  in  the  fame  hut,  where  a  place  is  always 
referved  for  the  horfe,  the  favourite  animal  of 
tlie  Arabs.  They  carefully  preferve  the  genea¬ 
logy  of  their  horfes ;  and  the  foals  are  reared  to¬ 
gether  with  their  children  :  they  generally  ferve 
them  as  pillows  when  they  lie  down  to  re- 
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pofe.  Their  mailers  load  them  with  kiffes  and 
careffes,  which  thefe  animals  court,  and  with 
which  they  appear  to  be  highly  gratified. 

There  is  very  little  difference  between  the  man¬ 
ners  of  the  A  frican  Arabs,  and  thofe  of  the  Arabs 
in  their  own  country,  already  defcribea.  They 
are,  in  general,  hofpitable,  brave,  and  capable  of 
enduring  fatigue.  I  fhall  theiefo  -e  take  notice  of 
only  a  few  particular  ufages.  The  women  paint 
various  figures  on  their  foreheads,  cheeks,  arms, 
thighs,  8ec.  and  as  they  fade  or  become  effaced, 
thofe  who  have  not  the  means  of  renewing  them, 
render  them  permanent  by.  puncturing  the  fkin. 
Jn  fome  tribes  the  hufband  and  wife  on  their 
wedding-day.  put  on  each  a  fhirt,  which  they 
mull  never  throw  afide  till  it  drops  off  in  rags. 
They  never  pay  attention  to  any  thing  for  the 
purpofe  of  acquiring  knowledge ;  but  liften  or 
gaze  through  curiofitv.  Their  medicine  confilts 
of  a  few  recipes  preferved  by  tradition,  w-hich 
they  employ  habitually,  and  without  difcrimi- 
nation;  but  they  are  fk. i  1  f u  1  in  topics,  and  well 
feconded  by  nature,  which  fupplies  them  with  a 
variety  of  ftrong  and  powerful  plants :  they  are 
acquainted  alfo  with  cupping:  and  inoculation 
for  the  finall-pox  is  in  general  ufe  among  them. 
The  variolous  matter  rriult  be  purchafed  with 
confeCtions  and  fruit,  or  procuied  in  exchange 
for  thefe  articles,  elfe  it  is  confidered  as  in¬ 
effectual. 
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The  chiefs  of  the  wandering  Arabs  are  called 
ffieiks,  an  appellation  which  fignifies  old  doctor, 
or  mailer.  Some  of  them  are  eledted,  others 
hold  their  offices  by  hereditary  right.  The  bu- 
finefs  of  thefe  chiefs  is  to  govern  their  petty  re¬ 
publics,  to  adjuft  the  differences  which  arife 
between  individuals,  and  to  maintain  peace  and 
happinefs.  A  collection  of  feveral  families,  who 
form  a  tribe,  is  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of 
douwar :  the  fheiks  of  each  douwar  are  fubject 
to  another  more  exalted  in  dignity,  called  emir, 
a  title  equivalent  to  that  of  prince.  In  this 
manner  fmall  kingdoms  are  formed.  The  emir 
appoints  the  encampments  and  military  expedi¬ 
tions,  divides  the  plunder,  and  fixes  the  value 
of  the  tribute  which  is  paid  to  more  powerful 
princes,  fuch  as  the  dey  of  Algiers,  as  well  as 
that  which  is  paid  to  himfelf,  and  which  he  is 
often  obliged  to  levy  by  force.  When  the 
douwars  find  themfelves  too  much  burthened 
they  remove  to  the  defert,  and  carry  with  them 
the  contribution,  which  it  is  difficult  then  to 
colledt. 

Their  arms  are  bows  and  arrows,  fabres,  and, 
in  particular,  lances  or  pikes,  which  they  employ 
in  a  very  dangerous  manner,  efpecially  when 
retreating.  They  make  little  ufe  of  fire-arms, 
becaufe  they  are  unacquainted  with  the  art  of 
keeping  them  in  repair.  Their  cavalry  are  ex¬ 
ceedingly  adtive  and  alert.  The  intelligence  of 
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their  horfes,  and  their  ready  obedience  to  perform 
every  movement  which  the  rider  defires,  are 
worthy  of  admiration.  Such  formerly  were  the 
Numidians.  The  Arabs,  in  their  douwars,  pof- 
fefs  all  the  fimplicity  of  primitive  manners. 

The  fheik  himfelf  goes  and  takes  a  lamb  from 
his  flock,  kills  it,  and  prepares  it  for  the  table, 
while  his  wife  makes  readv  the  fire  and  the 
feafoning.  They  never  fpend  their  time  in  con- 
verfation,  in  walking,  or  amufing  themfelves 
with  their  children  or  domeftics;  when  they 
have  nothing  to  do  they  fmoke.  A  certain 
number  of  douwars  are  fometimes  collefited 
together ;  and  on  fuch  occafions  they  hold  a 
feflival,  that  is  to  fay,  indulge  in  good  cheer. 

They  alfemble  alfo  for  marriages.  The  intended 
hufband  muft  'pay  a  fum  of  money  before  he  is 
allowed  to  fee  the  young  woman  who  is  deftined 
to  be  his  fpoufe.  If  (he  does  not  pleafe  his  tafte 
he  may  fend  her  back  ;  but  in  that  cafe  he  Iofes 
every  thing  he  has  given  to  her  relations.  It  is 
of  advantage,  therefore,  to  have  ugly  daughters. 
Funerals  are  accompanied  with  loud  cries,  tears, 
and  lamentations;  in  a  word,  with  all  thofe  noify 
expreffions  of  grief  which  are  not  always  a  proof  ' 
of  a  heart  aflfefled  with  deep  forrow. 

The  journeys  of  the  Moors  and  Arabs  of  the  joumsyj, 
fea  coafts,  when  they  go  in  queft  of  gold,  are 
performed  acrofs  feven  hundred  leagues  of  a 
defert,  called  the  Sea  of  Sand,  on  account  of  the 
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lightnefs  of  the  fand,  which  is  fometimes  raifed 
by  tempers  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  bury  the 
haplefs  traveller.  For  the  fpace  of  two  hundred 
leagues  no  water  is  found  but  in  two  places. 
It  muft  be  drawn  from  wells  of  a  great  depth, 
which  are  often  choked  up  with  fand  ;  and  the 
water  after  it  has  been  procured  with  much 
labour  and  difficulty  is  brackiih  and  fo  difagree- 
able  that  the  camels,  the  only  beads  of  burthen 
employed  for  thefe  journeys,  are*difguAed  with 
it  before  their  thirft  is  quenched.  If  the  tra¬ 
vellers  are  fo  unfortunate  as  to  mils  this  wretched 
refource,  either  bv  paffing  the  wells  or  not  being 
able  to  find  them,  they  are  reduced  to  the  moft 
dreadful  extremities.  The  merchants,  therefore, 
who  furmount  thefe  difficulties,  when  they  ar¬ 
rive  in  the  diftricts  which  produce  the  gold,  if 
thev  find  themfelves  fufficientlv  ftron°a  do  not 

J  J  O' 

purchafe  it,  but  take  it  by  force  ;  and  the  owners 
confider  themfelves  highly  fortunate  if  a  few 
trifles  are  left  them  in  exchange. 

Hunting  in  Africa  is  conducted  in  the  fame 
manner  as  in  Tartarv,  bv  forming  a  circle  at  a 
diftance,  which  thehunters  contraft  by  gradually 
approaching  each  other  :  but  in  fuch  enclofures 
there  are  found  a  greater  number  of  ferocious 
animals  than  in  Tartary  3 — lions,  tigers,  leopards, 
and  panthers,  rendered  ftill  more  favage  by  the 
heat  of  the  climate  and  the  fcarcity  of  water. 
By  a  fortunate  fuperltitiou  the  Africans  confider 
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a  dead  elephant  as  impure  ;  and  for  that  reafon 
never  kill  thefe  noble  animals,  which  prevents 
their  entire  deftruclion.  As  the  rhinoceros  is 
not  fpared,  it  has  become  as  fcarce  as  the  elephant 
is  common.  Among  the  indigenous  animals  is 
reckoned  the  giraffe,  which  is  of  a  large  fize,  and 
in  figure  fomewhat  like  a  deer  ;  but  its  fore  legs 
are  much  longer  than  thofe  behind  :  and  the 
lampt ,  which  has  fome  refemblance  to  an  ox, 
but  is  favage  and  fierce,  and  which  rufhes  forth 
from  the  thickets  with  the  impetuofity  of  the 
wild  boar.  In  thefe  immenfe  plains  the  African 
hunts  even  the  winged  tribe,  and  purfues  the 
oftrich  :  he  alfo  often  finds  new  animals  before 
unknown. 

He  has  all  our  domeftic  animals  ;  and  befides 
thefe,  apes,  equally  mifchievous  as  in  other  coun¬ 
tries,  but  ufeful  for  deftroying  the  ants  which 
they  eat.  Serpents,  which  are  here  very  com¬ 
mon, are  of  all  fizes,  from  a  bulk  almoft  incredible 
to  the  delicate  finenefs  of  a  needle ;  and  the  latter, 
as  they  every-where  find  a  paffage,  are  not  the 
leaf!  dangerous.  The  chameleon  frees  the  earth 
from  infers.  Its  eyes  poffi*fs  a  property  highly 
advantageous  to  a  hunter,  as  it  can  direfit  them 
to  two  different  objefits,  below  or  above,  behind 
or  before.  The  feas  and  the  rivers  teem  with 
filh,  but  the  former  are  infeffed  by  fharks,  and  the 
latter  by  crocodiles.  The  coaffs  abound  with 
the  lamentin,a  kind  of  lea- cow,  the  fiefh'  of  which 
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is  excellent.  To  its  riches  in  gold,  Africa  adds 
pearls  and  ambergris,  cryflal  and  faltpetre.  It 
contains  large  rivers,  but  few  mountains  in  the 
interior  parts  ;  and  the  few  it  has  are  naked  and 
thinly  covered  with  wood.  The  capes,  on  the 
Mediterranean,  are  exceedingly  high,  and  the 
bottom  is  muddy;  but  on  the  ocean  the  water 
near  the  fhore  is  of  confiderable  depth. 

Chriftians.  The  moft  beautiful  diftrifts  of  Africa,  on  the 
Mediterranean,  afforded  formerly,  as  is  well 
known,  an  afylum  to  many  of  the  Romans  during 
the  civil  wars,  and  particularly  in  the  time  of 
their  profcriptions.  They  founded  cities  in  thefe 
countries,  and  embellifhed  thofe  which  had  been 
built  before.  This  part  of  the  Roman  empire 
became  very  flourifhing  under  the  governors 
fent  thither  by  the  ' emperors.  One  of  them, 
count  Boniface,  who  in  the  fifth  century  was  on 
the  point  of  being  recalled  by  a  court  intrigue, 
invited  the  Vandals  from  Spain,  in  order  to 
maintain  himfelf  in  his  office.  Thefe  Vandals 
landed  there  under  Genferic,  and  founded  an 
empire,  which  though  at  firft  very  powerful  and 
formidable  even  to&ome  itfelf,  continued  only 
under  fix  monarchs.  The  reign  of  thefe  princes, 
who  were  arians,  is  celebrated  by  their  perfe¬ 
ction  of  the  catholics.  Whether  owing  to  the 
zeal  of  feftaries,  or  a  perfuafion  that,  as  catho- 
licifm  attached  the  people  to  the  Roman  em¬ 
pire,  their  authority  would  never  be  properly 
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cftablifhed  but  by  the  deftrudlion  of  that  religion, 
there  were  no  means  which  the  Vandal  princes 
did  not  employ  to  deftroy  it  and  to  fubftitute 
arianifm  in  its  Read. 

All  the  orthodox  were  profcribed  and  obliged 
to  fhut  their  churches,  the  mod  beautiful  of 
which  were  given  to  the  arians  :  the  reft  were 
converted  to  prophane  and  eyen  to  vile  purpofes. 

A  great  many  of  them  were  demolifhed,  efpe- 
cially  thofe  the  architecture  of  which  was  Ro-  ' 
man;  and  they  were  rebuilt,  or  new  ones  erefled 
in  other  places,  entirely  in  the  Gothic  ftyle. 
The  Vandal  kings  -  fucceffively  ftripped  the 
bifhops  and  all  the  ecclefiaftics,  both  fecular  and 
regular,  of  their  dignities  and  revenues.  They 
pillaged  the  cathedrals,  monafteries,  and  cha¬ 
pels,  by  carrying  away  the  vafes  and  facred  or 
naments  ;  and  they  iflued  orders  for  feizing  and 
burning  the  milfals,  breviaries,  and  homilies, 
with  all  the  other  books  which  belonged  to  the 
churches.  The  perfonal  violence  to  which  in¬ 
dividuals  were  expofed  was  dreadful.  It  may 
give  fome  idea  of  it  to  obferve,  that  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  it  was  entrufted  not  only  to  arians,  but 
even  to  idolatrous  African  priefts,  who  had  been 
long  incenfed  againft  the  orthodox  clergy,  as 
they  leflened  their  power  by  making  converts. 
Banifhment  was  the  principal  feverity  employed 
in  this  perfecution; — but  banifhment  to  frightful 
deferts,  to  which  the  unhappy  victims  were 
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driven  like  h§rds  of  cattle,  without  pity  for  the 
old  and  infirm  ;  and  where  they  were  abandon¬ 
ed  without  refources,  and  without  provifions. 
The  hiftorians  of  this  perfecution  confider  it  as 
a  j uft  punifhment  of  Heaven  for  the  licentioufnefs 
of  manners  which  prevailed  among  the  clergy, 
as  well  as  among  the  people.  “  While  they 
“  pretended  to  maintain  the  purity  of  the  faith,” 
fay  thefe  writers,  “  they  were  real  idolaters  by 
“  their  conduct.” 

After  a  hundred  and  feventeen  years,  Africa 
was  freed  from  the  yoke  of  the  Vandals  by  Be- 
lifarius.  Under  the  generals  and  prefers  fent 
thither  by  the  Greek  emperors,  catholicifm, 
which  had  always  fupported  itfelf,  though  in  a 
Rate  of  obfcurity,  refumed  its  former  fplendour ; 
the  churches  were  opened;  its  riches  were  re- 
ftored,  and  arianifm  was  banifhed  from  the 
country.  The  Moors,  who  beheld  this  revival 
not  without  envy,  fell  upon  the  catholics;  but 
the  latter  were  defended  by  the  Greek  em¬ 
perors,  who  made  great  efforts  to  preferve  this 
bright  ornament  of  their  crowm.  Thefe  wars 
weakened  both  parties,  and  paved  the  way  for 
an  eafy  conqueft  to  the  Saracens  when  they  en¬ 
tered  Africa.  They  extended  their  conquefis 
with  the  utmoft  rapidity;  and  founded  an  em¬ 
pire,  the  chiefs  of  which  affumed  the  name  of 
the  Salimite  crdiphs.  After  four  reigns,  thefe 
caliphs  transferred  their  power  and  their  title  to 
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Egypt.  On  their  departure,  the  glory  pf  their 
empire  vanilhed.  From  Egypt  to  the  Strait  of 
Gibraltar,  the  country,  haraffed  by  inteftine  war 
among  the  petty  princes  by  whom  it  was  occu¬ 
pied,  and  by  the  deftrudtive  attacks  of  the  Spa¬ 
niards  and  other  powers  of  Europe,  has  at  length 
become  the  domain  and  retreat  of  a  horde  of 
pirates. 

Egypt. 

i  '  .. 

But  what  has  become  of  Egypt?  Can  it  be 
difcovered  in  the  picture  given  of  it  by  travellers, 
who  reprefent  the  country  as  depopulated  and 
reduced  to  a  ftate  of  fterility  ;  its  towns  as  con- 
ftru&ed  of  ruins ;  its  magnificent  edifices  con¬ 
verted  into  miferable  hovels ;  its  foil  covered 
with  the  fragments  of  ancient  columns,  difperfed 
over  its  furface,  as  places  deilined  for  fepulture 
are  fometimes  covered  by  dry  and  withered 
bones  ?  How  happens  it  that  a  country  which 
formerly  fupplied  food  to  twenty  millions  of  in¬ 
habitants,  and  which  fpared  fome  befides  for 
exportation,  fhould  at  prefent  be  fcarcely  able 
to  maintain  two  millions?  The  reafon,  according 
to  fome  authors  is,  that  nature  here  is  exhauft* 
ed.  It  may,  however,  be  obferved,  that  if  there 
be  any  deficiency,  it  is  not  in  nature  but  of  men 
to  render  the  earth  produftive  by  induftry  and 
cultivation.  At  prefent,  Egypt  contains  fcarcely 
a  tenth  part  of  the  inhabitants  by  whom  it  was 
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formerly  cultivated.  They  are  the  Copts,  fup- 
pofed  to  be  the  defendants  of  the  ancient  Egyp-' 
tians.  Their  condition  under  the  Turkith  go¬ 
vernment  is  abjedt  and  wretched ;  they  are 
chriftians,  but  exceedingly  ignorant.  It  is  be¬ 
lieved  that  the  language  of  their  liturgy  is  the 
ancient  vulgar  Egyptian.  Though  read  by  their 
priefts,  they  do  not  underftand  it.  The  other 
inhabitants,  particularly  of  Upper  Egypt,  are 
Arabs,  who  live  in  douwars,  like  the  Africans, 
under  the  command  of  a  fheik. 

Government  Would  it  be  prejudice  or  calumny  to  aferibe 
the  fterility  of  the  fields,  the  ruinous  ftate  of  the 
cities,  and  the  mifery  of  the  people,  to  the  Otto¬ 
man  government?  In  regard  to  the  people,  it  is 
entirely  military,  and  abfolutely  defpotic.  The 
pacha  appointed  to  govern  this  province,  the 
moll  lucrative  place  in  the  empire,  is  receiver- 
general  for  the  Pcrte.  On  paying  a  ftipulated 
fum,  which  he  tranfmits  every  year  to  the  grand- 
leignior,  together  with  provifions,  articles  of 
drefs,  fpices,  trinkets  for  the  feraglio,  prefents 
for  the  fultans  and  the  minifiers,  and  pay  for  the 
miliiia,  he  is  aliowed  to  keep  the  reft,  without 
being  called  to  any  account.  He  muft  make  his 
fortune  in  three  years,  the  ordinary  term  of  his 
power;  the  patent  for  which  is,  however,  re¬ 
newed  every  year,  in  order  that  the  grand-feig- 
nior,  befides  the  other  charges,  may  receive  an 
annual  perquifite ;  and  the  pacha,  to  indemnify 
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himfelf,  difpofes  of  every  thing  for  money.  The 
plague,  if  I  ipay  ufe  the  expreffion,  is  his  Peru. 
During  the  time  it  prevails,  which  is  about 
three  months  in  the  year,  he  is  continually  fell¬ 
ing  and  transferring  from  hand  to  hand,  the  na¬ 
tional  domains,  by  which  he  acquires  immenfe 
fums.  Some  of  thefe  domains  return  to  him 
twice  or  thrice  in  the  courfe  of  a  little  time,  by 
the  rapid  deceafe  of  the  poffeflors. 

The  authority  of  the  governor  is  moderated 
by  a  divan  or  council,  compofed  of  twenty-four 
beys,  whom  he  appoints  and  difplaces  at  plea- 
fure.  This  check  therefore  is  not  very  inconve¬ 
nient  to  him,  efpecially  as  he  has  it  in  his  power 
to  confer  upon  them  lucrative  offices,  which  is 
another  inducement  for  them  to  comply  with  his 
wilhes.  In  no  other  part  of  the  empire  are  the 
Turkifh  militia  fo  infolent  as  in  Egypt.  As  the 
pacha  has  occafion  for  janiffaries  to  levy  the 
taxes,  and  fometimes  to  oppofe  the  beys,  he  al¬ 
lows  them  indulgences  which  are  inconfiftent 
with  the  fafety  of  the  inhabitants.  Foreign  mer¬ 
chants,  Europeans  as  well  as  others,  are  ex* 
pofed  here  to  oppreffion,  which  they  cannot  pre¬ 
vent  but  by  the  payment  of  money.  Owing  to 
all  thefe  obftacles,  this  fine  country,  which 
might,  and  ought  to  be  the  centre  of  the  com¬ 
merce  of  the  world,  langujffies  in  a  ftate  of  ruin¬ 
ous  ina£Hvity. 

The  Arabs  not  only  plunder  the  other  inhabi- 
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tants,  but  do  not  even  fpare  each  other.  The 
beys  do.  in  the  provinces,  what  is  done  by  the 
pacha  and  his  officers  in  the  towns.  Inftead  of 
reftraining  plunderers,  they  receive  from  them  a 
certain  tribute.  A  multitude  of  flaves  are 
brought  from  every  part  of  Africa  to  Egypt,  and 
thence  diftributed  throughout  all  Alia:  it  is  the 
greateft  mart  for  the  fale  of  human  beings  in  the 
whole  world.  The  arts,  which  flourifhed  fo 
much  here  formerly,  are  in  a  ftate  of  total  de¬ 
cline.  The  Egyptians  ftill  retain  fomething  of 
the  fondnefs  which  their  anceftors  had  for  fe- 
pulchral  monuments.  The  ancients  made  them 
grand  and  magnificent ;  the  modems  make  them 
agreeable,  and  ornament  them  with  pavilions, 
under  which  they  can  enjoy  the  cool  air,  and 
with  pompous  infcriptions.  There  are  diftinft 
kinds  for  each  fax,  and  for  flaves.  The  fciences 
in  Egypt  do  not  deferve  to  be  mentioned.  After 
the  caliphs,  the  tafte  for  knowledge  decayed  un¬ 
der  the  Mamalukes ;  and  under  the  Turks  it  has 
become  totally  extinff. 

There  are  only  three  or  four  places  in  Egypt 
in  which  garrifons  are  kept.  Cairo,  the  capi¬ 
tal,  and  the  refidence  of  the  pacha,  is  the  theatre 
of  his  grandeur,  and  of  the  luxury  of  the  beys. 
They  pretend,  that  the  magnificence  of  their  di¬ 
van  furpafles  that  of  the  grand-feignior.  The 
caftle,  which  is  pretty  well  furnifhed  with  can- 
son,  could  make  but  a  feeble  defenfe,  becaufe 
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it  is. commanded  by  the  adjacent  heights.  Its 
principal  ufe  is  to  overawe  the  town  ;  which,  as 
it  contains  a  great  many  people,  and  particularly 
of  the  lower  claffes,  has  need  of  a  check.  Cairo 
is  badly  fituated  amidft  fand ;  the  houfes  are  ill 
built,  and  the  ftreets  are  crooked  and  dirty.  It 
is  the  centre  of  the  trade  of  the  Red  Sea  with 
Alexandria  and  Rofetta.  The  former  contains 
nothing  of  its  ancient  fplendour,  except  ruins: 
but  its  harbour  is  kill  excellent.  The  latter 
Hands  in  a  pleafant  and  agreeable  fituation. 

Suez,  which  marks  out  the  extremity  of  that 
line  of  commerce,  extending  from  the  bottom 
of  the  Red  Sea  to  the  ports  of  the  Mediterra¬ 
nean,  is  moll  unfavourably  fituated  on  a  parched 
Tandy  coaft,  deftitute  of  water  and  provifions-; 
but  it  abounds  with  every  thing,  becaufe  it  is 
kept  alive  by  commerce.-  There  is  ftill  feen,  at 
the  diftance  of  two  leagues  from  the  town,  a 
deep  ditch,  fuppofed  to  be  the  commencement 
of  the  canal,  projefted  more  than  once  by  the 
kings  of  Egypt  and  the  Roman  emperors,  in  or¬ 
der  to  form  a  junction  of  the  two  Teas. 

The  Coptic  church  confifts  of  a  patriarch,  Cop&-, 
who  is  elected  at  Cairo,  and  refides  at  Alexan¬ 
dria,  of  which  he  is  metropolitan;  and  of  a  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty  bifhops,  his  fuffragans  in  Egypt, 
Syria,  Nubia,  and  AbyfiTmia.  It  has  alfo  all  the 
hierarchical  degrees  found  in  the  Greek  and 
Roman  churches.  The  Copts  follow  the  doc- 
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trine  of  Eutychius,  who  admitted  only  one  nature 
in  Jefus  Chriff.  They  have  adopted  feveral  of 
the  Jewifh  ceremonies  ;  and  they  obferve  them 
with  as  much,  if  not  more,  ffridlnefs  and  zeal 
than  the  moll  eflential  rites  of  chriftianity,  as  is 
proved  by  their  circumcifion  and  baptifm,  They 
conflder  the  former  as  fo  neceffary  that  they  ex¬ 
tend  it  to  both  fexes.  Boys  are  not  baptized  till 
the  end  of  forty  days,  and  girls  till  the  end  of 
eighty.  In  this  they  adhere  to  the  time  pre- 
fcribed  by  the  law  of  Mofes  for  the  purification 
of  the  mothers,  who  mull  affift  at  the  ceremony. 
A  celebrated  catholic  docfor  has  proved  that 
they  entertain  an  orthodox  faith  refpecling  the 
real  prefence.  They  pradtife  confeffion  ;  but 
merely  as  fimple  accufation,  without  any  reflex¬ 
ions,  and  always  followed  by  abfolution.  Mar¬ 
riages  are  performed  before  the  prieff,  and  by 
his  adminiftration.  They  are  much  addidted  to 
falling.  They  have  a  lent  of  fifty  days  before 
eaffer  ■,  another  of  forty-three  before  chriftmas, 
and  many  vigils;  on  which  fafting  are  neceffary 
alfo.  During  their  long  fafrs  they  eat  neither 
fifh,  eggs,  flefh,  butter,  nor  oil  ;  drink  nothing 
but  water  ;  take  only  one  meal  a  little  before 
funfet,  and  oblige  fick  perfons  and  children 
above  ten  years  of  age  to  fubmit  to  the  fame 
regulations.  Marriage  among  them  is  not  in- 
difloluble  ;  they  are  acquainted  with  divorce, 
and  by  a  cuflom  peculiar  to  themfelves  the  wo- 
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men  may  fue  for  it.  The  followers  of  the  Greek 
church  are  alfo  very  numerous  in  Egypt ;  but  it 
is  lefs  favoured  by  the  Turks  than  the  Coptic : 
thefe  two  churches  entertain  a  mortal  hatred  to 
each  other.  The  catholic  miffionaries  endeavour 
to  reconcile  them  by  making  converts  ;  but  their 
attempts  have  been  attended  with  very  little 
fuccefs. 

The  celebrated  caravan  of  Mecca  fets  out  caravan, 
from  Cairo,  where  a  multitude  of  pilgrims 
alfemble  from  Turkey  in  Europe,  Aha,  and 
Africa.  The  number  of  the  perfons  who  com- 
pofe  it  is  faid  to  be  not  lefs  than  forty  thoufand. 

A  hundred  days  are  employed  in  this  journey  ; 
and  they  are  obliged  to  carry  with  them  a  fupply 
of  provifions  for  the  whole  time.  The  poor  are 
affifted  by  the  rich.  The  emir  hadgi,  or  chief 
of  the  pilgrims,  is  generally  a  bey,  on  whom  the 
pacha,  as  a  mark  of  favour,  confers  that  employ¬ 
ment,  which  is  exceedingly  lucrative.  He  has  a 
body  of  troops  under  his  command  to  ferve  as  an 
efcort,  and  the  power  of  life  and  death  as  long 
as  the  journey  lafts.  The  departure  of  the 
caravan  from  Cairo  is  accomDanied  with  feftivals 

•  x 

and  rejoicing  :  it  is  joined  by  feveral  fmaller 
ones  on  the  road,  fo  that  before  its  reaches  Mecca 
it  is  fometimes  increafed  to  double  its  original 
number.  This  immenfe  multitude  is  compofed 
of  two  claffes.  Devotees  who  undertake  the 
pilgrimage  through  pure  zeal  and  religion,  and 
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merchants  who  embrace  that  opportunity  to 
carry  on  their  trade.  Both  thefe,  on  their  return, 
are  honoured  .with  the  titles  of  hadgi  pilgrim, 
which  ferves  as  a  proper  name — Hadgi  Maho¬ 
met,  Hadgi  Muftapha~~and  enjoy  certain  honour¬ 
able  and  advantageous  privileges  which  are  at¬ 
tached  to  them  ;  fuch  as  that  of  having  the  firft 
place  at  public  ceremonies,  and  of  being  almoft 
always  exempted  from  corporal  puniihment, 
which  is  as  common  in  Africa  as  in  Alia. 

Egypt,  having  efcaped  from  the  Roman  em 
perors,  in  the  reign  of  Heraclius  fell  under  the 
jurifdiciion  of  the  caliphs  of  Bagdad,  or  the 
caliphs  of  the  family  of  the  Abaffides.  The 
power,  however,  which  they  enjoyed  there  was 
not  very  great.  The  commanders  of  the  troops 
indeed,  to  whom  force  and  the  right  of  war  gave 
authority,  were  defirous  of  fhewing  that  they 
poffeffed  it  only  by  the  confent  of  the  Abaflide 
caliphs,  and  the  names  of  the  latter  were  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  public  prayers,  which  feemed  to 
indicate  a  fort  of  fovereignty  5  but  at  that  time 
there  arofe  in  Africa  a  rival  caliphat  under  the 
name  of  the  Fatimite.  The  princes  who  affumed 
this  title  extended  their  power  even  to  Spain  ; 
and  the  fourth  of  them,  named  Moez,  being 
informed  of  the  difagreement  which  prevailed 
among  the  princes  who  had  made  a  partition  of 
Egypt,  fent  thither  a  ftrong  army  under  the 
command  of  an  able  general  named  Granhar, 
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who  conquered  for  him  that  fine  kingdom.  After 
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this  event  he  tranfported  thither  all  his  treafures, 
and  even  the  afhes  of  his  anceflors,  in  order  to 
fhew  that  he  renounced  for  ever  his  other  pof- 
feflions  in  Africa. 

Moez  was  no  fooner  inflalled  than  he  caufed 
the  name  of  the  caliph  of  Bagdad  to  be  erafed 
from  the  prayers,  and  his  own  to  be  inferted  in 
its  dead.  This  deprived  the  latter  of  the  little 
influence  he  enjoyed  in  Egypt ;  but  not  without 
remonflrances  on  his  part,  which,  however,  were 
always  ineffedtual.  The  magnificence  of  thefe 
new  caliphs  is  much  extolled :  it  was  fuited  to 
their  immenfe  wealth,  and  they  conftrudleu  fu- 
perb  edifices,  fuch  as  mofques,  colleges,  and 
hofpitals ;  being  more  defirous  to  erect  new 
buildings  than  to  repair  the  old,  the  preferva- 
tion  of  which  might  have  procured  them  as  much 
honour.  Thefe  princes  {hewed  themfelves  rea¬ 
dily  to  their  fubjedts,  not  only  during  fplendid 
ceremonies,  but  alfo  to  adminifter  jufifce  daily 
in  perfon.  Atter  the  time  of  Moez,  the  cere¬ 
mony  on  taking  pofleflion  of  the  throne  was  ex¬ 
ceedingly  pompous.  The  cavalcade  which  at¬ 
tended  them  to  the  mo! q Lie,  to  return  thanks 
and  render  homage  for  their  crown  to  the  fu- 
preme  Being,  attended  them  alf)  to  the  tomb  of 
their  anceflors,  where  they  were  rerhinded,  in  a 
ftriking  manner,  that  everv  thing  in  life  is  of 
£  tranfitory  nature.  This  ceremony  was  certainly 
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as  infirudlive  as  that  of  burning  flax  before  the 
popes. 

Moezdied  at  the  age  of  forty-five,  after  having 
reigned  twenty-one  years  in  Africa,  and  forty  at 
Cairo,  which  be  founded.  He  had  not  that  firm 
belief  refpedting  his  defcent  from  Fatima  by  Ali, 
and  confequently  refpecting  his  right  to  the  cali- 
phat,  with  which  he  wiflied  to  infpire  others  ; 
but  he  avoided,  on  that  fubjefit,  all  difputes  and 
every  explanation.  Being  one  day  at  the  head 
of  his  troops,  whom  be  was  reviewing,  an  indi¬ 
vidual  of  the  family,  perhaps  of  the  Abaflides, 
with  a  defign  to  difconcert  him,  alked  of  what 
race  he  was  defcended,  Moez  immediately  re¬ 
plied,  pointing  to  his  troops  and  the  fword  which 
he  wore ;  Thefe  are  my  race  and  my  genea- 

Am,  957.  He  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Aziz,  whofe 
mild  and  humane  government  procured  him  uni- 
verfal  affeftion ;  but  his  good  qualities  were 
perhaps  the  caufe  of  the  troubles  which  broke 
out  in  his  court.  He  was  averfe  to  punilhment; 
and  his  clemency  was  abufed.  It  appears  that  he 
was  very  indifferent  in  regard  to  the  religion  of 
thofe  whom  he  employed.  Hisfecretary  was  a 
chrifiian,  and  his  treafurer  a  Jew.  He  even 
efpoufed  a  chriflian.  This  caliph  was  engaged  in 
feveral  wars,  which  were  not  always  fuccefsfulj 
but  he  never  carried  them  on  in  perfon.  Giau- 
har,  the  conqueror  of  Egypt,  a  fecond  Belifarius, 
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becaufe  beat  in  Syria,  was  difgraced  and  depriv¬ 
ed  of  all  his  riches.  Aziz  reigned  twenty-one 
years,  and  lived  forty. 

Many  of  the  actions  of  his  fuccelfors  have  been  Abkem, 

J  •  .  978  Taker. 

related  already.  The  reader  will  recollect  the  Moftanzer, 
hatred  and  licentioufnefs  of  Alakem;  the  efforts  Moftaii,  2 
he  made  to  abolifh  mahometanifm,  and  to  fub-  ,,oi. 
ftitute  in  its  lfead  a  religion,  the  fenfuality  of 
which  knew  no  bounds;  and  his  averlion  to  wo¬ 
men,  whom  he  wifhed  not  only  to  interdict  from 
quitting  their  houfes,  but  even,  if  poffible,  from 
ufing  their  feet,  by  prohibiting  fhoes  to  be. made 
for  them.  His  lifter  avenged  her  fex,  by  caufing 
him  to  be  alfaftinated.  Taher  his  fon,  a  wife 
and  prudent  prince,  formed  a  perfedt  contrail 
to  his  father.  The  reign  of  Moffanzer  was  lqng 
and  peaceful.  Thefe  two  princes  are  celebrated 
for  their  love  of  poetry,  in  which  they  excelled. 

The  age  of  Amer,  fon  oi  the  latter,  who  was 
Hill  a  child,  made  one  of  his  uncles  conceive  a 
delign  of  ufurping  the  throne.  The  grand-vizier 
Afdal  preferved  it,  however,  for  his  young 
matter  ;  but  he  was  very  ill  rewarded,  as  the 
prince,  inftead  of  making  a  grateful  return  for 
this  fervice,  difgraced  him,  and  expofed  him  to 
the  moll  ignominious  treatment.  Amer  was  a 
cruel,  proud  dilfembler;  abandoned  to  debauch¬ 
ery,  addicted  to  gaming,  and  deftitute  of  all  re¬ 
ligion.  But  he  polfeffed  the  art  of  governing,  and 
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was  fond  of  the  fciences,  which  he  cultivated 
with  fuccefs. 

Under  Hafed,  governed  by  -  his  jrand-vizier 
Eahram,  the  chriftians  enjoyed  fo  great  favour 
that  it  excited  the  jealoufy  of  the  muffulmen. 
The  refult  was  a  civil  war  between  the  vizier 
and  Redvan,  his  rival,  of  which  the  caliph,  it 
may  be  faid,  was  only  a  fpeflator.  The  two  re¬ 
ligions  triumphed  in  turns  ;  but  Hafed  at  length 
eftablifhed  an  equilibrium  between  them,  by 
employing  able  men  of  both  perfuahons.  The 
conteft  begun  under  Hafed  by  the  afpirers  to 
the  vizierfhip,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  caliph,  continued  under  Dhafer 
and  his  fucceffors  ;  and  in  a  great  meafure  was 
the  caufe  of  the  revolution,  which  took  place 
afterwards  in  Egypt.  Dhafer  was  affaffinated  by 
his  vizier,  under  the  pretence  of  avenging  an 
injury  ;  but  in  reality  that  he  might  govern  in 
the  name  of  Alfayez,  the  caliph’s  fon,  hill  an 
infant.  The  cruelties  exercifed  againft  his  uncles, 
as  if  the  authors  of  their  brother’s  death — cruel¬ 
ties  to  which  the  barbarous  vizier  made  the 
young  prince  a  wdtnefs — difordered  his  fenfes. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  eleven,  and  was  fucceeded 
by  A1  Aded,  his  grand-uncle,  the  eleventh  and 
the  la  ft  caliph  of  the  family  of  the  Fatimites. 
Under  the  two  laft  the  crufaders  were  fuccefsful 
in  Egypt. 
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Under  A1  Aded,  two  viziers  difputed  for  the  ai  Aded, 
fupreme  authority,  of  which  the  caliph  pofleffed 
only  the  ffiadow.  The  power  which  the  latter 
Fatimites  had  weakly  entrufted  to  their  prime 
miniders  remained  in  the  hands  of  Shawer  with 
the  title  of  king.  Shawer  was  expelled  by 
Dargan.  The  depofed  vizier  begged  aflidance 
from  Nuro’ddin,  the  emir  of  Damafcus,  who 
more  readily  granted  his  requeft  becaufe,  being 
extremely  zealous  for  his  religion,  he  faw  with 
pain  the  progrefs  which  the  crufaders,  by  means 
of  thefe  troubles,  were  making  in  Egypt.  Dar¬ 
gan,  fearing  that  he  fhould  be  abandoned,  not 
only  dripped  of  their  employments  thofe  officers 
whom  he  believed  to  be  in  the  interefts  of  his 
rival,  but  caufed  a  great  number  of  them  to  be 
maffacred,  which  conliderably  weakened  the 
kingdom.  Notwithdanding  thefe  cruel  per¬ 
fections,  Dargan  fell  a  facrifice.  Nuro’ddin 
fent  to  Shawer  a  body  of  troops  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Afado’ddin,  who  re-edablidied  him  in 
his  office.  When  he  ought  to  have  repaid  this 
fervice,  the  vizier  forgot  the  kindnefs,  and  fearing 
the  refentment  of  the  Syrian  emir, '  drengthened 
himfelf  againd  his  threats  by  an  alliance  with 
the  crufaders.  Nuro’ddin  fent  his  general  to 
attack  both  the  Franks  and  the  ungrateful  vizier. 
Afado’ddin  was  accompanied  on  this  expedition 
by  his  nephew  Saladin,  whom  he  made  governor 
of  Alexandria  after  he  had  taken  it  ;  but  this 
young  warrior  redored  it  to  the  crufaders,  in 
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confequence  of  a  treaty  made  with  them  by  his 
uncle.  The  latter,  freed  from  the  fear  of  the 
Syrians,  extended  their  conquefts  in  Egypt  in  fo 
alarming  a  manner  that  Shawer,  on  the  eve  of 
lofing  every  thing,  and  of  being  fhut  up  in  Cairo, 
had  recourfe  once  more  to  the  emir  of  Damafcus. 
Afado’ddin  the  general  then  re-appeared  with 
his  nephew  Saladin;  raifed  the  fiege;  and  de¬ 
feated  the  plots  formed  againft  him  by  Shawer,. 
who  expiated  by  death  his  infidelity  and  in¬ 
gratitude.  The  weak  Ala  Ded  appointed  the 
Syrian  grand-vizier  ;  but  he  died  two  months 
after,  in  confequence  of  a  debauch,  according 
to  the  account  of  fome  hiflorians,  and  his  nephew 
Saladin  was  raifed  to  the  throne. 

Siiadin,n;o  Saladin,  during  the  firft  years  of  his  power, 
wa6  obliged  to  employ  the  utmoft  of  his  dex¬ 
terity  in  order  to  fupport  himfelf :  on  the  one 
hand,  againft  Nuro’ddin,  the  emir  of  Damaf¬ 
cus,  whom  he  found  it  neceffary  to  perfuade 
that  notwithftanding  the  high  degree  of  power 
to  which  he  had  attained  he  was  (till  his  fub- 
je£t ;  and,  on  the  other,  againft  the  Egyptian 
emirs,  difpleafed  at  his  good  fortune.  He  fuc- 
ceeded  to  eftablilh  himfelf  on  the  throne;  con- 
ciliating  the  efteem  and  friendfhip  of  the  people 
by  a  juft  and  moderate  government,  and  the 
affection  of  the  troops  by  his  generofity  and 
viStories.  Nuro’ddin  continued,  for  fome  time, 
to  addrefs  him  in  the  language  of  a  mafter,  and 
fent  orders  to  him,  to  which  Saladin  was  ex- 
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pe£ted  to  fubmit.  Such  was  the  command  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  Abaflide  caliph  of  Bagdad,  and  to 
caufe  to  be  effaced  from  the  prayers  the  name  of 
theFatimite  caliph.  It  is  not  known  whether" the 
caliph  Ala  Ded  Was  alive  at  the  time  when  this 
change  happened,  but  at  any  rate  he  did  not 
long  furvive  it.  Saladin  feized  his  wealth, 
which  enabled  him  to  carry  on  his  expeditions 
againft  the  crufaders.  The  emir  of  Damafcus 
died  alfo ;  and,  after  having  been  fubjedt  to  this 
Syrian  monarchy,  Saladin  ruled  in  his  turn.  He 
took  poffeffion  of  Nubia;  and  as  he  was  the 
founder  of  his  own  monarchy,  he  left  it  more 
flourifhing  than  ever  it  was  under  airly  of  his 
fucceflors.  He  has  been  rendered  famous  in  the 
hiftory  of  Europe  by  the  crufades,  which  fup- 
ply  the  filence  of  the  former  refpedting  his  war¬ 
like' exploits,  and  thofe  of  the  fultans  of  Egypt 
of  that  period. 

The  dynafty  of  Saladin  is  called  the  Aayab-  Ai  A«ai, 
ite,  from  the  name  of  Ayab,  the  father  of  this 
prince.  It  exifted  no  longer  than  eighty  years .  f^o^Ai 
Thefe  kings  of  Egypt  adopted  the  title  of  ful- 
tan,  which  Saladin  affumed  when  he  aboliQied 
that  of  caliph.  Al  Afdal,  his  eldeft  fori,  pof- 
lefled  none  of  his  father’s  qualities.  He  was  in¬ 
capable  of  making  himfelf  be  either  loved  or 
feared.  Al  Aziz,  his  brother,  took  from  him 
the  fceptre  of  Egypt,  and  fent  him  to  refide  in 
Syria,  from  which  he  returned  after  the  death  of 

VOL,  Vt. 


226 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY. 


A1  Camel, 
1238. 


A1  Aziz  to  be  tutor  to  Almanfur  his  nephew. 
When  become  the  regent  of  a. kingdom,  which 
he  had  formerly  governed,  he  endeavoured  pri¬ 
vately  to  fupplant  his  nephew;  but  he  was  him- 
felf  anticipated  by  A1  Adel  his  uncle,  the  brother 
of  Saladin.  A1  Adel  gave  himfelf  out,  at  firft, 
as  the  tutor  of  his  grand-nephew  Almanfur;  but 
when  he  thought  he  had  fecured  the  fuffrages 
of  the  great,  by  the  prefents  he  diftributed,  he 
openly  aiTumed  the  title  of  fultan.  He  expe¬ 
rienced  oppofition,  but  he  furmounted  it.  Un¬ 
der  his  reign  the  crufaders  took  Damietta,  and 
made  confiderable  progrefs  in  Egypt.  A1  Adel 
had  left  the  government  of  it  to  his  fon  A1  Ca¬ 
mel,  and  lived  peaceably  himfelf  on  the  throne 
of  Damafcus.  He  died  at  an  advanced  age, 
maker  or  Mesopotamia  and  Arabia  the  Happy* 
which  had  been  conquered  for  him  by  one  of 
his  grand-fons. 

A1  Camel,  by  fettling  in  Egypt,  loft  the  ftates 
of  Syria.  The  princes  of  Balk  and  Edefla  took 
Damafcus.  He  however  recovered  it,  and 
combated,  during  his  whole  reign,  with  un¬ 
equal  fuccefs  againft  thofe  who  wifhed  to  de¬ 
prive  him  of  the  reft.  He  was  no  lefs  embar- 
rafled  in  Egypt,  tormented  fometimes  by  the 
quarrels  among  his  chriftian  fubjedts,  the  Jaco¬ 
bites,  and  the  Greeks,  who  occafioned  great  dis¬ 
turbance  ,  fometimes  by  the  oppofition  of  his 
brothers  or  his  relations;  but  oftener  by  the  re- 
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volt  of  the  emirs.  His  courage  and  prudence 
enabled  him  to  triumph  over  all  his  enemies. 

He  was  fond  of  men  of  letters,  collefled  them 
around  him  by  his  munificence,  and  took  plea- 
fure  in  their  converfation.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  Nojmoddin,  his  eldeft  fon,  was  carrying 
on  war  in  Syria.  The  emirs  proclaimed  fultan. 

Ala  Del,  his  youngeft.  The  eldeft  haftened  to 
affert  his  right ;  and  as  he' returned  in  force,  the 
fame  emirs  who  had  given  the  crown  to  his 
brother,  transferred  it  to  the  mod  powerful. 

Nojmoddin,  reflefting  on  this  inconftancy  of  Nojmoddin, 
the  great,  thought  he  could  procure  liability  to  39’ 
his  power  independently  of  their  caprices,  by  in- 
creating  the  number  of  the  mamalukes.  Thefe 
were  a  body  compofed  of  Circadian  Haves,  va¬ 
gabonds,  and  banditti,  without  country  and 
without  relations,  who  knew  no  other  mafter 
than  he  by  whom  they  were  paid.  The  prede- 
ceffors  of  Nojmoddin,  from  the  time  of  Sala- 
din,  had  maintained  bodies  of  them,  to  whom 
they  entrufted  the  guard  of  their  perfon.  The 
fultan  augmented  them,  placed  them  in  his  for_ 
trefles,  and  by  their  means  kept  the  emirs  in 
fubjeftion  duiing  his  whole  reign  :  but  this  mi¬ 
litia,  after  his  death,  became  extremely  fatal  to 
A1  Malek  his  fon. 

Though  at  a  diftance  when  his  father  died,  he  Atwaek, 
was  acknowledged  as  fultan,  through  the  policy  i5°‘ 
of  a  favourite  concubine  of  his  father,  named 
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Shajr-al-dor,  as  celebrated  by  her  genius  and 
courage  as  by  her  beauty.  She  took  advantage 
of  the  cabals  of  the  emirs  to  make  them  fenfible 
that  the  kingdem  had  need  of  one  chief,  efpe- 
cially  at  a  time  when  threatened  by  the  vi£io- 
rious  arms  of  Louis  IX.  king  of  France,  who 
was  advancing  towards  the  capital.  A1  Malek 
was  therefore  proclaimed  in  the  midft  of  con- 
fufion  and  intrigues.  The  victory  he  gained 
over  Louis  IX.  at  Maffoura,  which  ought  ta 
have  fecured  him  on  the  throne,  was  the  caufe 
of  his  lofing  it.  The  mamalukes,  become  info- 
lent  on  account  of  their  numbers  .and  fuccefs, 
wanted  to  impofe  laws  on  the  fultan  in  regard 
to  the  ranfom  of  his  prifoner.  He  relifted  their 
pretentions,  and  was  fo  imprudent  as  to  let  drop 

fome  hints  that  he  intended  to  difmifs  that  info- 

.  ► 

lent  body.  The  emirs,  the  chiefs  of  the  mama¬ 
lukes,  difcovered  that  A1  Malek  was  propoling 
to  make  peace  with  the  king  of  France,  on 
condition  that  the  latter,  with  the  excellent  and 
wrell-difciplined  troops  which  he  had  ftiil  re¬ 
maining,  would  affift  him  to  fubdue  the  rebel¬ 
lious  corps.  Thefe  chiefs  communicated  their 
difcovery  to  the  foldiers,  and  the  revolt  infrantly 
became  general.  The  young  prince,  who  wrent 
forth  to  appeafe  them,  was  wounded  by  Roe- 
noddin,  one  of  the  emirs,  and  took  Ihelter  in  a. 
wooden  tow^er  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile.  The 
enraged  foldiery  purfued  him  to  his  retreat  and 
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fet  it  on  fire.  The  fultan  jumped  into  the  Nile 
to  fave  himfelf  by  fwimming,  but  he  was  pierced 
by  their  arrows  even  in  the  ftream. 

The  fucceffion  to  the  throne  occafioned  new 
fcenes  of  confufion.  The  rebellious  foldiers  firft 
placed  upon  it  the  artful  concubine,  who  had  pro¬ 
cured  the  crown  for  A1  Malek ;  but  being  after¬ 
wards  afhamed  to  fee  themfelves  commanded  by 
a  woman,  and  a  flave,  they  proclaimed  A1  Moez, 
one  of  their  principal  emirs.  As  he  difpleafed 
them,  they  were  feized  with  remorfe  for  having 
excluded  from  their  inheritance  the  dynafty  of 
the  Ayabites.  They  fearched  for  and  difcover- 
ed  a  prince  of  that  race,  who  was  exceedingly 
well  fuited  to  their  purpofe,  being  only  fix  years 
of  age,  fo  that  the  principal  emirs  governed  un¬ 
der  his  name.  They  affigned  to  him  as  regent 
and  tutor  Azzoddin,  who  by  the  addrefs  of 
Shajr-al-dor,  whom  he  married,  did  not  long 
confine  himfelf  to  thefe  titles.  He  took  poflef- 
fion  of  the  throne  himfelf,  and  was  the  founder 
of  the  mamaluke  fultans,  who  were  afterwards 
deftrpyed  by  the  Turks. 

Islands  of  Africa. 

The  iflands  of  the  Red  Sea  may  be  confidered 
as  appendages  of  Egypt.  I  fhall  add  to  them 
thofe  of  the  ocean,  which  furround  this  large 
peninfula  as  far  as  the  Strait  of  Gibraltar. 

Bab  el-mandel  divides  into  two  parts  the  en- 
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trance  of  the  Red  Sea,  which  it  commands.  It 
was  formerly  the  canfe  of  bloody  wars  between 
the  Abyfhnians  and  the  Arabs  ;  but  at  prefent, 
while  the  Turks  are  makers  of  the  two  coafls,  it 
is  of  no  importance.  It  is  a  mountain  of  fand, 
two  or  three  leagues  in  circumference,  which 
produces  neither  fruit  nor  corn,  vegetables  nor 
grafs,  and  is  inhabited  only  by  a  few  wretched 
fifhermem  1  he  ifland  of  fuachem,  near  the  Red 
Sea,  is  larger,  but  not  more  valuable.  Barbora* 
oppofite  to  the  kingdom  of  Adel,  is  inhabited 
by  negroes,  who  carry  on  a  confiderable  trade. 
It  contains  excellent  pa  flu  res. 

Zocotora,  near  Cape  Gardafui,  is  fifty  leagues 
in  circumference,  and  has  two  excellent  har¬ 
bours :  it  is  governed  by  a  prince,  tributary  to 
the  Porte,  and  is  fertile  and  well  peopled.  It 
produces  aloes,  frankincenfe,  ambergris,  rice, 
dates,  and  coral.  The  inhabitants  call  them- 
felves  Arabs,  and  are  honed:  in  their  dealings. 
The  air  here  is  exceedingly  warm,  but  it  is  mo¬ 
derated  by  the  dews.  The  drefs  of  both  fexes 
is  light,  and  ferves  rather  as  ornament  than  as  a 
covering.  They  falute  each  other  by  an  incli¬ 
nation  of  the  head  :  this  was  the  falutation  of 
the  ancient  Arabs.  They  follow  the  mahometan 
religion  ;  are  unacquained  with  the  arts  and  the 
fciences,  and  believe  themfelves  very  learned 
when  they  know  enough  to  enable  them  to 
carry  on  their  trade. 
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We  are,  however,  told  by  fome  travellers, 
that  this  ignorance  can  be  afcribed  only  to  a 
particular  race  of  thefe  inhabitants,  whom  they 
call  Zocotorines;  they  are  faid  to  be  wanderers? 
or  Bedouins,  who  live  like  the  brutes.  There 
are  among  them  half  Bedouins  or  quarter  Be¬ 
douins,  according  as  they  approach  more  or  lefs 
to  the  civilization  of  the  Arabs.  If  thefe  tra¬ 
vellers  have  not  been  deceived,  or  do  not  de¬ 
ceive,  there  are  two  very  lingular  cuftoms 
among  the  Zocotorines  in  regard  to  nativity  and 
death.  When  a  father  finds  that  his  wife  is 
near  the  time  of  delivery,  he  kindles  a  fire  be¬ 
fore  the  door  of  his  hut,  and  declares,  with  a 
loud  voice,  that  he  commits  the  child  about  to 
be  born  to  fuch  a  perfon  to  be  his  adoptive 
father.  On  this  occafion,  he  no  doubt  takes 
care  to  name  one  who  is  in  a  condition  to  main¬ 
tain  it.  As  foon  as  the  child  is  brought  into  the 
world  it  is  carried  to  the  adopter,  who  educates 
it,  according  to  thefe  travellers,  with  all  the 
tendernefs  of  a  real  father.  This,  however, 
may  not  be  the  cafe  in  general.  Thefe  children 
are  called  the  children  offmoke.  It  thence  hap¬ 
pens  that  a  man  ci  a  benevolent  difpofition, 
who  has  no  iffue  of  his  own,  may  find  hitnfelf 
burdened  with  a  multitude  of  children  ;  and 
what  is  .dill  more  lingular,  it  is  not  uncommon 
that  he,  who  in  this  manner  has  got  rid  of  his 
own  children  adopts  others,  and  repays  the  af* 
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fe£tion  fhewn  to  his  own  offspring  by  that 
which  he  thews  to  the  offspring  of  others.  The 
women,  it  is  faid,  enjoy  a  like  privilege  of  de- 
daring,  before  they  are  brought  to  bed,  to 
whom  they  conflgn  the  child  which  they  are 
about  to  bring  forth. 

Another  Angularity,  but  a  very  cruel  one,  is, 
that  the  Zocotorines  make  no  diftinftion  between 
the  dead  and  the  dying.  As  foon  as  fucb  perfons 
are  given  over,  without  waiting  for  the  refult  of 
thofe  efforts  which  nature  fometimes  makes  in  a 
moment  of  qrifis,  they  inter  them  before  they 
have  breathed  their  laff  :  it  would  be  inhuman, 
they  fay,  to  allow  them  to  remain  in  a  ftate  of 
fuffering.  When  the  father  of  a  family  is  in 
that  condition,  he  fends  for  his  children,  his 
wives,  his  relations,  domeftics,  and  all  thofe  with 
whom  he  is  in  any  manner  connefted,  and  ex¬ 
horts  them  never  to  abandon  the  cuftoms  of 
their  anceftors  ;  never  to  form  alliances  with 
ffrangers  ;  to  be  revenged  of  thofe  who  infult 
them  ;  and  never  to  allow  relations  to  fuffer 
when  they  can  relieve  them  by  death.  In  regard 
to  him,  this  laff  part  of  the  exhortation  is  im¬ 
mediately  executed.  It  is  accomplilhed,  in  ge¬ 
neral,  by.  making  the  patient  fwallow  a  white 
liquor,  which  diftills  from  a  tree,  and  which  is  a 
fpeedy  poifon,  infallible  in  its  effect.  The  part 
of  the  exhortation  which  relates  to  vengeance  is 
put  in  pra&ice  with  equal  fidelity.  There  are 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY. 

few  countries,  therefore,  in  which  murder  is 
more  common  than  in  Zocotora. 

Travellers  have  believed  that  they  could  dif- 
cover  traces  of  chriftianity  in  the  religious  cere¬ 
monies  of  fome  parts  of  this  ifland,  becaufe  the 
inhabitants  have  priefts  and  erodes,  employ 
proceffions,  and  preferve  the  name  of  certain 
faints.  But,  on  clofer  examination,  thefe  erodes 
are  only  ftaves  ufed  for  ornament  without  any 
reference  to  religion  ;  and  their  priefts  ignorant 
men,  unacquainted  with  chriftianity.  They  caufe 
their  profelytes  to  make  proceffions  in  honour  of 
the  moon,  which  is  the  principal  objeCt  of  their 
worffiip.  In  regard  to  the  names  of  their  faints, 
they  are  fo  different  from  thofe  we  know,  that 
none  but  thofe  determined,  at  all  events,  to  dif- 
cover  chriftianity  in  Zocotora  could  find  in  them 
the  lead:  refemblance.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that 
the  word  Mary  is  common  ;  but  in  their  language 
it  fign  ifies  a  woman.  It  is  not  however  irnpof- 
lible,  that  as  this  ifland  was  peopled  from  Greece 
by  Alexander,  at  the  requeft  of  Ariftotle,  in 
order  to  fecure  the  trade  carried  on  with  aloes, 
chriftianity  may  have  been  tranfplanted  thither 
when  it  was  extended  to  Greece  ;  but  the  pre¬ 
tended  traces  which  remain  of  it  can  fcarcely 
afford  any  grounds  for  a  conjecture  of  this  kind. 
The  Zocotorines  are  fo  attached  to  circumcifion, 
that  they  deprive  thofe  of  a  finger  whofe  parents 
have  neglefted  to  perform  this  operation,  or  who 
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refufe  to  fubmit  to  it.  They  are  a  warlike 
people;  and  well  armed.  Though  they  refide  in 
an  ifland  they  are  abfolutely  ignorant  of  naviga¬ 
tion,  and  have  no  veffels  but  a  few  wretched 
rafts,  which  they  employ  for  fi  thing.  It  might, 
however,  be  expefled  that  they  would  have  a 
few  barks  made  in  imitation  of  thofe  which 
frequent  their  ifland  for  the  fake  of  commerce. 

Madagascar. 

Madagafcar,  the  larged  ifland  in  the  world,  is 
accompanied  with  others  placed  at  different 
diftances  from  it.  I-  have  alreadyi  fpoken  of 
Bourbon  and  the  Ifle  of  France.  Saint  Mary  is 
exceedingly  fertile,  and  the  neareft  to  the  large 
ifland.  Rodrigue  is  the  moft  diflant  in  the 
ocean.  Madagafcar  extends  along  the  coaft  of 
Africa,  and  is  faid  to  be  eight  hundred  leagues 
in  circumference.  The  ftrait  between  this  ifland 
and  the  continent  is  called  the  channel  of  Mo- 
fambique.  It  is  the  (horteft  route  to  India,  and 
that  generally  purfued  unlefs  when  veffels  are 
driven  from  their  courfe  by  tempefts.  It  has 
good  roads  and  harbours.  The  French  were 
the  flrft  Europeans  who  formed  fettlements  at 
Madagafcar.  Others  touched  there,  but  none 
of  rhem  penetrated  fo  far  into  the  country.  This 
ifland  contains  iron,  filver,  and  gold,  precious 
Hones,  fulphur,  faline  fprings, .  mineral  waters, 
and  others  the  furface  of  which  is  covered  with 
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a  fort  of  bitumen.  The  numerous  rivers  which 
interfeCt  the  country  are  bordered  by  fields  pro¬ 
per  for  cultivation,  and  abounding  with  pafture. 
All  forts  of  fruit-trees  grow  on  the  hills ;  and  the 
mountains  produce  timber  fit  for  every  kind  of 
building. 

The  inhabitants  are  divided  into  whites  and 
blacks.  The  former  appear  to  be  defcended 
from  the  Arabs  :  the  latter  confift  of  four  claffes. 
The  principal  clafs,  who  are  rather  of  a  copper 
colour  than  black,  have  no  affinitv  to  the  negroes 
either  in  their  hair,  which  is  long  and  fmooth, 
or  in  their  features.  They  are  fuppofed  to  be 
the  oldeff  inhabitants,  and  perhaps  the  aborigines 
if  poffible.  The  other  claffes  have  more  or  lefs 
of  the  negro,  according  to  the  mixtures  which 
have  taken  place.  The  ifland  is  divided  into 
provinces,  fome  of  which  are  fo  populous  that 
they  can  fend  into  the  field  a  hundred  thoufand 
men  in  arms.  The  manners  of  the  different 
tribes  are  doubtlefs  not  uniformly  the  fame ; 
and  in  fo  great  an  extent  of  country,  1  fhall 
mention  only  w7hat  is  moil  general,  or  what  may 
appear  moft  interefting  by  its  lingularity.  In  re¬ 
gard  to  natural  productions,  they  are  fo  various  in 
the  vegetable  and  animal  kingdom,  that  the 
nomenclature  alone  is  aftonifhing.  No  country 
perhaps  has  fo  many  productions  peculiar  to 
itfelf,  befides  thofe  which  it  poffeffes  in  common 
with  other  parts  of  the  world  :  among  thefe  are 
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wine  and  oil,  fix  kinds  of  honey,  gums,  fugar- 
canes,  pepper,  rice,  yams,  nourithing  roots, 
ginger,  cocoa-nuts,  faffron,  betel,  with  poifonous, 
odoriferous,  and  fibrous  plants  proper  for  making 
cloth.  All  our  quadrupeds,  both  wild  and 
domeftic,  are  found  in  it,  and  a  great  many  with 
which  we  are  not  acquainted  ;  as  well  as  infects, 
birds,  and  fifties,  the  la  ft  of  which  are  extremely 
abundant  in  the  rivers  and  on  the  fea  coafts. 

The  province  of  Matotane  is  the  feat  of  fuper- 
ftition,  though  the  inhabitants  have  neither 
temples  nor  mofques  ;  but  their  priefts,  who 
are  at  the  fame  time  phyficians,  aftrologers,  and 
divines,  difpenfe  to  them,  for  money  and  prefents, 
fmall  billets  infcribed  with  Arabic  or  unknown 
characters.  Thofe  who  receive  thefe  billets 
preferve  them  carefully  in  a  leather  bag,  which 
they  wear  fufpended  from  the  neck,  and  they 
believe  that  while  furnifhed  with  fuch  amulets 
they  can  be  affefited  neither  by  rains  nor  wind, 
thunder  nor  death.  They  can  brave  even  the 
force  of  poifon  and  the  arms  of  their  enemies, 
who,  as  they  imagine,  are  now  rendered  incapable 
of  wounding  them,  of  plundering  their  houfes, 
or  burning  their  villages.  They  are  univerfal 
prefervatives.  The  priefts  of  Matotane,  who 
are  celebrated  for  making  thefe  amulets,  fell 
them  alfo  in  the  other  provinces. 

The  people  of  the  bay  of  Atongil  and  their 
neighbours  are  diftinguithed  by  a  name  which 
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fignifies  the  defcendants  of  Abraham.  They 
obferve  the  fabbath  and  circumcihon  ;  but  they 
have  retained  none  of  the  other  Jewilh  praflices, 
which  muft  have  been  loft  or  confounded  with 
their  own  ; — for  thefe  people  are  fuppofed  to  be 
really  of  Jewilh  extra&ion.  They  are  remark¬ 
ably  cheerful  a  character  which  they  difplay, 
both  male  and  female,  in  their  labours.  Their 
favourite  occupation  is  agriculture.  Their 
women  diftinguifti  themfelves  from  thofe  of  the 
other  parts  of  the  ifland  by  their  prudence  and 
referve.  Two  natural  curiofities,  which  are  not 
far  from  their  country,  deferve  attention.  The 
firft  is  the  anram&tico ,  a  large  plant,  the  flowers 
of  which  have  the  form  of  a  vafe  with  a  cover. 
They  are  full  of  water,  and  contain  about  four 
pints.  The  other  is  the  j one ,  a  kind  of  porcupine 
as  large  as  a  cat,  the  flefh  of  which  is  excellent 
food.  It  produces  not  lefs  than  twenty  young 
ones  at  a  time,  and  conceals  itfelf  in  the  earth  in 
a  very  extraordinary  manner.  It  firft  digs  twro 
feet  in  a  perpendicular  direflion  ;  then  two  or 
three  obliquely  ;  and  again  afccnds  within  half  a 
foot  of  the  furface,  where  it  conftrufts  for  itfelf 
a  lodging  :  and  though  it  remains  there  five  or 
fix  months,  without  nourifhment,  comes  out  in 
as  good  condition  as  when  it  entered.  Its  flefli 
is  in  great  requeft  among  thofe  fond  of  dainties. 

The  varieties  of  the  ape  fpecies  at  Madagaf- 
car  are  exceedingly  numerous.  Ought  we  to 
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clafs  among  thefe  animals,  or  among  men,  naked 
beings  with  long  beards  and  briftly  hair,  which 
inhabit  the  thickeft  forefts,  avoid  intercourfe 
with  the  other  iflanders,  and  live  upon  fhh, 
game,  roots,  honey,  and  locufts,  without  any 
idea  of  agriculture  ?  As  they  have  a  certain 
kind  of  jargon,  and  as  both  fexes  cover  their 
private  parts,  they  are  placed  in  the  clafs  of  the 
human  fpecies. 

Cuftom,  and  that  kind  of  obligation  impofed 
on  travellers  to  give  people  a  national  character, 
have  made  them  affert,  that  the  iflanders  of  Ma- 
dagafcar  are  revengeful,  treacherous,  and  ex¬ 
ceedingly  cruel.  The  manner  in  which  they 
treat  their  prifoners  of  war  is  adduced  as  a  proof 
of  the  laftmentioned  quality.  They  take  a  bar¬ 
barous  delight  in  hacking  to  pieces  infants ;  rip¬ 
ping  up  the  bellies  of  pregnant  women,  and  of 
buffering  them,  in  that  manner,  to  expire.  No¬ 
thing  is  wanting  to  complete  this  picture  but 
that  they  fhould  eat  them  ;  which  it  is  faid  they 
do  in  forne  cantons  of  the  ifland,  where  they 
prefent  the  hands  to  their  chiefs  as  the  moft  de¬ 
licious  morfel. 

They  are  fond  of  fmging  and  dancing;  but 
converfation  and  walking  they  think  infipid. 
The  latter,  like  all  fouthern  nations,  they  confi- 
der  as  folly  ;  becaufe  to  go  continually  back¬ 
wards  and  forwards  is  fatiguing  one’s  felf  to  no 
pnrpofe.  They  are  not  unacquainted  with  any 
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of  the  arts  neceffary  for  life;  but  they  exercffe 
them  in  a  manner  different  from  us,  both  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  methods  they  employ,  and  the  form, 
as  well  as  the,  materials,  of  their  clothes,  furni¬ 
ture,  and- utenfils.  Their  workmen,  like  thofe 
of  India,  labour  as  much  with  their  feet  as  their 
hands;  They  ferve  the  workers  in  iron,  gold, 
filver,  and  wood,  as  a  vice  to  hold  fail  the  pieces 
on  which  they  are  employed  ;  the  potters  as  a 
wheel ;  and  enable  the  weavers,  fpinners,  and 
tailors,  to  fin i Or  and  perfect:  their  works.  Agri¬ 
culture  in  this1  chappy  country  is  not  attended 
with  much  tfouble.  The  fields  are  every  year 
covered  with  thick  grafs,  which  being  dried  by 
the  fun  is  fet  on  fire.  When  it  is  burnt,  the  in- 
habitants  turn  over  the  afhes,  and  fow  their 
feed,  which  foon  fpringsup,  and  produces  an 
abundant  crop-  Eifhing  and  hunting  require 
more  labour.  As  thefe  people  live  at  their  eafe, 
they  give  frequent  entertainments  to  each  other. 
On  thefe  occafions,  finging  and  dancing  form  al¬ 
ways  a  part  of  their  amufements.  Their  finging 
is  not  inharmonious,  nor  is  their  dancing  defti- 
tute  of  regularity  in  its  movements. 

Stuffs  of  thread,  made  from  bark  or  plants; 
gold  and  filver  tiffue,  or  embroidery,  applied  dif¬ 
ferent  ways  to  the  body  ;  chains,  bracelets,  col¬ 
lars,  and  ear-rings ;  form  the  drefs  and  ornaments 
of  both  fexes.  Polygamy  is  allowed  among  them 
in  its  utmoft  latitude.  Every  man  may  keep  as 
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many  wives  as  he  chooles,  and  can  maintain* 
The  women,  on  their  fide,  do  not  confine  them- 
felves  to  one  hufband.  They  have  often  two  or 
three  gallants,  and  often  abandon  the  hufband 
for  the  lover.  In  this  refpe£t  the  daughters  do 
not  degenerate  from  their  mothers;  and  fince 
promifcuous  intercourfe  is  thus  authorized,  it  is 
aftonifhing  that  there  Pnould  be  any  marriages 
at  all.  The  ceremony  indeed  is  fo  Ample,  that 
fcarcely  any  remembrance  of  it  can  remain.  A 
little  more  folemnitv  might  ftrengthen  their 
fidelity.  They  employ  dancing  at  their  funerals. 
The  relations  and  friends  of  the  malefex  fir  ft  be¬ 
gin  to  lament  over  the  body,  which  is  furround- 
ed  by  tapers,  while  the  women  and  girls  dance 
with  the  utmoft  gravity.  The  latter  then  go  and 
lament  in  their  turn,  afking  the  deceafed  why  he 
quitted  life  ;  whether  he  was  unhappy  in  it,  or 
had  not  a  fufficiency  of  gold,  filver,  and  Haves. 
They  afterwards  return  to  their  dancing,  while 
the  men  afk  queftions  of  the  like  kind  ;  and  thefe 
fcenes  are  fucceffively  repeated,  till  the  body  is 
carried  out  to  be  interred.  At  the  grave  they 
offer  up  facriftces,  the  greater  part  of  which  is 
deftined  for  the  devil,  whom  they  fear  much 
more  than  they  do  God.  Thefe  offerings  are  re¬ 
newed  from  time  to  time,  efpecially  in  moments 
of  diftrefs.  The  perfon  who  makes  the  offering 
then  approaches  the  grave,  and  fays :  “  Thou 
“  who  art  now  prefent  with  God,  give  me  advice 
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<e  refpedting  this  or  that  affair  ;”  which  fhews 
that  they  believe,  if  not  in  the  immortality,  at 
lead:  in  the  furvivance  of  the  foul. 

The  fame  language  is  fpoken  throughout  the 
whole  ifland  ;  but  the  pronunciation  is  different, 
which  makes  thofe  who  do  not  pay  particular  at¬ 
tention  believe  that  it  has  different  dialedfs : 
the  bafis  of  this  language  is  Arabic  intermixed 
with  Greek.  The  natives  write  from  right  to 
left.  Their  paper  is  beautiful.  It  is  made  in 
the  fame  manner  as  ours,  by  reducing  to  a  pafle 
the  bark  of  trees.  Their  commerce  is  carried 
on  by  exchange.  They  employ  as  a  circulating 
medium  gold  and  filver,  but  notin  coin.  They 
cut  off  at  hazard  a  piece  equal  in  value  to  the 
article  they  wifh  to  purchafe,  and  they  are  fel- 
dom  miftaken  in  the  quantity.  Their  war  con- 
fifts  in  attacking  the  enemy  by  furprize.  They 
march  along  unknown  routes^  creep  on  the 
ground  ;  conceal  themfelves  in  ambufh,  and  rufh 
upon  their  prey  like  ferocious  animals :  like 
them  alfo,  they  knock  down,  maffacre,  and  de- 
ftroy.  To  their  cruelty  they  add  devaftation  by 
fire.  They  have  arms  of  all  kinds.  Dancing 
adts  a  confpicuous  part  here  likewife.  While 
the  men  are  in  the  field,  the  women  dance  day 
and  night,  and  neither  eat  nor  deep  in  their 
houfes ;  but  even  thofe  moft  inclined  to  volup- 
tuoufnefs  never  allow  themfelves  the  fmalleft 
vol.  vr.  R 
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liberty  ;  as  they  believe  that  if  they  did  fo,  their 
hufbands  would  be  infallibly  killed  or  wounded. 

Thefe  inlanders  believe  in  the  exiftence  of  one 
God,  the  creator  of  heaven  and  earth,  who  is 
the  author  of  all  good ;  and  of  a  devil,  the  au¬ 
thor  of  all  mifchief,  who  has  a  great  number 
of  companions.  They  dread  the  latter  much 
more  than  they  do  God,  and  mention  him  firft 
in  their  prayers.  If  we  can  credit  fome  travel¬ 
lers,  it  might  be  believed  that  the  natives  of  Ma¬ 
dagascar  have  a  perfect  knowledge  of  our  reli¬ 
gion.  The  fall  of  Adam,  the  deluge,  the  Vir¬ 
gin  Mary,  the  death  of  Jefus  Chrift,  have  all 
been  found  by  tbefe  travellers  in  the  conversa¬ 
tion  of  their  priefts,  but  intermixed  with  fables, 
in  w'hich  we  muft.  Search  for  the  truth.  It  ap¬ 
pears,  however,  that  thefe  fables  are  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  their  belief  ■,  and  that  the  truths  pretend¬ 
ed  to  have  been  found  in  them  are  the  fruits  of 
the  imagination  of  travellers,  who,  full  of  their 
own  principles,  believed  they  could  trace  them 
out  in  fome  ambiguous  traditions,  or  fome  rites 
analogous  to  thofe  praftifed  in  the  chriftian  reli¬ 
gion.  Conlidering  the  refpect  which  thefe 
iflanders  pay  to  circumcifion,  they  ought  rather 
to  be  Jews :  it  is  performed  throughout  the 
whole  illand  on  the  fame  day,  and  with  the  ut- 
moft  Solemnity.  There  are  many  mahometans 
among  them ;  but  whatever  may  be  their  reli- 
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gion,  they  have  great  faith  in  conjurors,  force- 
rers,  and  amulets.  They  would  be  deficient  in 
one  part  of  fuperftiiion  if  they  had  not  fortunate 
and  unfortunate  days. 

Scattered  Islands. 

The  Commora  Ifles,  fituated  at  the  entrance  c?™™* 

Ifles, 

of  one  branch  of  the  channel  of  Mofambique, 
are,  according  to  the  moft  authentic  accounts, 
five  in  number  :  they  are  unequal  in  fize,  being 
from  ten  to  forty  and  fifty  leagues  in  circumfe¬ 
rence  ;  but  equal  in  regard  to  fertility.  I  Ihall 
here  mention  what  is  moll  remarkable  in  their 
productions,  and  the  manners  of  the  people,  with¬ 
out  being  very  particular  in  fpecifying  to  which 
of  the  iflands  it  belongs.  Their  rice,  when  boil¬ 
ed,  becomes  of  a  violet  colour.  The  inhabitants 
of  Augazya  never  fuffer  ftrangers  to  fee  their 
women,  without  permiffion  from  the  fultan. 

Their  government  is  ariftocratic,  and  the  wo¬ 
men  take  a  Ihare  in  it.  Thofe  of  Juanne  are  ne¬ 
groes,  hofpitable,  fimple,  and  open  5  void  of 
ambition,  and  extremely  indolent.  Every  thing 
is  done  by  the  women,  while  the  men  are  em¬ 
ployed  in  fmoking  and  chewing  betel.  The 
kings  live  in  a  familiar  manner  with  their  fub- 
jeCfs,  without  any  pomp  or  diftin&ion,  except 
that  of  adminiftering  juftice.  They  burn  the 
devil  in  effigy,  as  they  have  nothing  farther  in 
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their  power.  The  place  where  a  man  has  died 
fills  them  with  horror,  and  they  fly  from  it. 

Between  Madagafcar  and  the  continent  there 
are  feveral  fmall  defert  ifles,  which  from  their 
produdlions  are  called  Rabbit  Illand,  Deer 
Ifland,  and  Sheep  Illand.  The  tails  of  fome  of 
thefe  Iheep  have  been  found  to  be  twenty-nine 
inches  in  diameter,  and  to  weigh  thirty-four 
pounds.  The  illand  where  they  are  bred,  and 
become  fo  fat,  is  fandy  ;  produces  nothing  but 
briars,  and  is  deftitute  of  frelh  water. 

St.  Helena,  in  the  Great  Pacific  Ocean,  has 
been  formerly  a  defert.  Afcenfion  is  barren, 
without  grafs,  and  without  water;  but  it  has 
an  excellent  port,  and  abundance  of  tortoifes 
and  fi Hi.  In  the  rocks  there  is  a  place  called 
the  Pojl  Office,  becaufe  thofe  who  land  on  the 
illand  leave  a  letter  there  fealed  up  in  a  bottle. 
The  next  who  arrive  break  the  feal,  take  out 
the  paper,  and  leave  another  in  its  Head.  St. 
Matthew  is  .uninhabited  ;  but  it  contains  land 
capable  of  cultivation. 

Nearer  to  the  continent  are  the  illes  of  Anno- 
bon,  which  are  fertile  and  pretty  well  peopled. 
A  Portuguefe  governor  refides  here,  and  the  ne¬ 
groes  have  a  chief  alfo.  The  illand  of  Trinity  lies 
in  the  Ethiopic  gulph.  The  inhabitants  are  of 
fmall  ftature  ;  and  it  is  even  faid  that  young  na¬ 
vigators,  who  have  not  attained  to  their  full 


I 


-  UNIVERSAL  HISTORY. 

growth,  if  they  refide  on  this  ifland  never  be¬ 
come  bigger.  The  air  is  unwholefome,  and  often 
loaded  with  fogs,  the  pernicious  effects  of  which 
cannot  be  avoided,  but  by  confinement  within 
doors.  The  inhabitants  have  annually  two  crops; 
but  they  pay  dearly  for  this  advantage  by  the 
cruel  difeafes  with  which  they  are  tormented. 
This  fmall  fpot,  of  about  twelve  leagues  in  cir¬ 
cumference,  produces  excellent  fugar-canes, 
from  which  the  negroes  make  fugar.  The  Por- 
tuguefe,  who  form  part  of  the  population,  call 
themfelves  catholic  chriftians,  which  indeed  they 
are  as  far  as  their  ignorance  and  fuperflition 
will  allow.  When  the  Dutch  took  this  poll,  of 
fo  great  importance  to  their  commerce,  the  go¬ 
vernor  was  dignified  with  the  proud  title  of  vice¬ 
roy.  The  inhabitants  of  Cacombe  articulate 
words,  and  walk  upright;  but  their  women  have 
no  more  modefly  than  brutes.  This  is  all  we 
know  of  them.  In  Prince’s  Ifland  the  inhabitants 
go  naked,  except  their  women  and  chief.  The 
former  wear  on  their  head,  by  way  of  ornament, 
a  chaplet  of  flowers :  they  have  a  crofs  fufpended 
from  their  neck  ;  and,  like  Amazons,  bear  in 
their  hand  a  cimeter.  The  inhabitants  of  Fer¬ 
nand  Lopez  are  favages.  They  are  faid  to  be 
of  a  treacherous,  ferocious,  and  barbarous  dif- 
pofition :  becaufe,  perhaps,  they  are  miftruftful 
of  the  Europeans,  and  do  not  fuffer  them  to 
land  on  their  ifland,  without  great  precaution* 
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Cape  Verd  Islands. 

The  Cape  Verd  Iflands  are  fo  called  becaufe 
they  lie  between  Cape  Blanc  and  Cape  Verd  in 
Africa,  but  nearer  to  the  latter.  When  difco- 
vered  by  the  Portuguefe,  they  were  uninhabit¬ 
ed  ;  but  perhaps  they  had  not  been  fo  always. 
They  were  peopled  by  that  nation.  Mayo  pro¬ 
duces  excellent  fait,  which  is  entirely  the  work 
of  nature.  T  he  places  where  it  fpontaneoufly 
fhoots  into  cryftals  is  furrounded  by  rocks,  and 
the  water  enters  it  by  a  narrow  paffage  like  a 
fluice.  This  ifland  contains  three  fmall  towns; 
but  the  foil  is  dry  and  parched.  The  air  is  falu- 
brious,  and  the  inhabitants  are  healthy.  The 
fterility  of  the  ifland  obliges  them  to  live  tempe¬ 
rately  ;  but  they  are  not,  on  that  account,  of 
lefs  fize,  or  lefs  vigorous.  It  has  a  negro  gover¬ 
nor,  who  holds  his  commiffion  from  the  Portu¬ 
guefe  governor.  The  fea  abounds  with  fifh,  and 
particularly  doradoes.  The  flamingo,  a  large 
bird  which  frequents  the  marfhes,  and  often  flies 
to  a  great  diflance,  builds  its  nefl:  of  clay  in  the 
form  of  a  cone.  It  depofits  its  eggs  on  the  fum- 
mit,  and  placing  its  body  againfl:  the  fide  of  the 
cone,  covers  them  with  its  tail :  were  they 
covered  by  its  body  they  would  be  cruflred.  Bo- 
navifta  is  fo  called  becaufe  it  affords  a  beautiful 
profpefl  towards  the  fea.  The  nature  and  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  Ifle  of  Sal  is  indicated  by  its  name. 
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St.  Nicholas  has  two  ports,  and  excellent  wa¬ 
ter.  St.  Vincent  is  almoft  inacceflible  ;  but  it 
is  frequented  by  fhips  which  take  in  cargoes  of 
hides  procured  from  the  wild  cattle.  St.  Lucia 
is  high  and  mountainous.  St.  Anthony  is  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  a  mountain  little  inferior  in  height 
to  the  peak  of  Teneriffe.  The  negroes  carry  on 
an  advantageous  trade  in  fruits  with  the  veflels 
which  pafs  and  repafs.  The  ifland  of  Fuego 
takes  its  name  from  a  volcano  :  it  produces 
vines.  Brava  is  almoft  a  defert.  This  lift  is 
clofed  by  St.  Jago,  one  of  the  largeft  of  the 
Cape  Verd  Iflands,  being  about  thirty  leagues 
in  circumference.  It  is  the  mod  confiderable, 
and  the  belt  cultivated  of  the  whole.  A  gover¬ 
nor  and  abifhcp  refide  on  the  ifland  :  it  contains 
a  pretty  large  town  named  Praya,  with  a  ftrong 
fort  which  defends  the  harbour :  but  there  is 
another  larger,  which  is  the  capital ;  and,  like 
the  ifland,  named  St.  Jago.  It  produces  abun¬ 
dance  of  cotton,  with  which  it  carries  on  a  great 
trade  ;  and,  in  other  refpedls,  is  exceedingly 
fertile.  Its  horfes  are  held  in  high  eftimation. 

In  all  thefe  iflands  the  catholic  priefts  have  the 
charge  of  the  body  as  well  as  the  foul,  being  phy-? 
flcians,  furgeons,  and  apothecaries. 

/ 

The  Canary  Isles. 

Travellers,  when  they  pafs  the  furnace  of  the 
African  ifles,  and  get  beyond  Cape  Verd,  into 

R  4 


f 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY. 

the  delightful  temperature  of  the  Canaries, 
which  the  ancients  called  the  Fortunate  Ifles, 
experience  the  fame  pleafure  as  thofe  who  after 
a  fcorching  day  breathe  the  cool  air  of  an 
agreeable  evening.  The  name  Canaries  is  faid 
to  have  arifen  from  the  Canaanites,  who  ufed  to 
trade  hither.  Thefe  people  found  here  no- doubt 
what  we  find  hill — excellent  fruits,  and  cattle  to 
afford  th^em  frefh  provifions  after  their  long  navi¬ 
gation.  It  is  not  known  whether  they  formerly 
produc.d  rice,  which  is  abundant  at  prefent. 
They  fupply  tar  for  veffels,  and  thofe  pretty 
birds,  named  after  them,  which  our  young  ladies 
make,  the  companions  of  their  folitude. 

When  the  Portuguefe  fettled  in  thefe  ifles,  at 
the  beginning  of  the  fifteenth  century,  they 
found  them  inhabited  bv  a  people  whofe  origin 
is  unknown.  They  all  fpoke  the  fame  language, 
which  thev  ftill  retain.  It  has  no  refemblance 
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to  any  of  ours.  Their  manners,  cuftoms,  and 
religion,  were  almoft  the  fame  in  all  the  dif¬ 
ferent  iflands.  In  Grand  Canary  their  number 
amounted  to  thirty-thoufand ;  and  in  Teneriffe, 
to  fifteen  thoufand  men,  women,  and  children. 
They  are  faid  to  have  been  barbarous  people  ; 
yet  their  ferocity  did  not  induce  them  to  inflict 
more  fevere  punifhment  on  the  Spaniards,  who 
had  maltreated  them,  and  who  fell  into  their 
hands,  than  that  of  making  them  guard  their 
cattle.  They  called  themfelves,  and  are  ftill 
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named,  Guanches;  were  of  a  gigantic  ftature, 
which  has  fmce  decreafed  ;  and  had  a  lingular 
dexterity  of  throwing  Hones  with  a  force  equal 
to  that  of  a  mulket-ball.  This  talent  has,  in  a 
great  meafure,  been  loft  by  difufe.  Their  other 
arms  were  fticks  fliarpened  to  a  point  which  was 
hardened  in  the  fire,  or  headed  with  a  piece  of 
horn.  Polygamy  was  admitted  among  them. 
The  virginity  of  every  woman  who  married  be¬ 
longed  to  the  chief ;  and  both  the  hulband  and 
wife  confidered  it  as  a  mark  of  great  diftinflion 
when  he  deigned  to  make  ufe  of  his  right.  Every 
time  the  chief  was  renewed,  which  happened  on 
the  death  of  the  preceding  one,  a  certain  num¬ 
ber  of  perfons,  of  both  fexes,  facrificed  them- 
felves  in  honour  of  him,  and  to  render  his  reign 
happy.  The  devotion  of  thefe  victims  was  re¬ 
warded  by  the  favours  which  the  monarch  con¬ 
ferred  on  their  families.  The  Guanches  are  ac¬ 
tive  and  lively;  naturally  warlike  ;  and  fo  nimble 
that  they  climb  the  fteepeft  rocks,  jump  from 
the  one  to  the  other  by  the  help  of  a  pole,  though 
at  a  confiderable  diftance,  and  Hand  on  the  ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  moft  projefting  point,  provided 
there  is  room  only  to  receive  their  toes.  There  is 
no  certainty  of  keeping  them,  even  when  (hut  up 
in  towers,  as  they  find  means  to  fcale  theinfide 
of  the  walls ;  and  by  balancing  their  bodies  are 
enabled  to  overcome  every  obftacle.  They  fpeak 
their  native  language  with  great  rapidity,  and 
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pronounce  only  with  their  teeth  and  lips.  The 
few  who  remain  of  thefe  people  have  become 
chriftians  through  a  dread  of  the  inquifition. 

Palma  is  almoft  twenty-fix  leagues  in  circum- 
ference,  and  conrains  a  volcano,  the  eruptions  of 
which  are  not  uncommon :  they  are  generally 
preceded  by  an  earthquake.  It  has  a  very  pretty 
town,  produces  excellent  wine,  and  its  malmfey 
is  in  high  requeft.  Ferro,  or  the  Ifland  of  Iron, 
which  the  French  make  their  firft  meridian,  as 
the  Dutch  do  Teneriffe,  has  neither  fprings, 
wells,  nor  rivers.  No  water  is  conveyed  to  it 
from  any  other  place,  and  yet  eight  thoufand 
fouls,  and  above  eleven  thoufand  quadrupeds, 
meet  with  an  abundant  fupply  of  that  necef. 
fary  article.  A  tree  refembling  an  oak,  which 
grows  in  the  middle  of  the  ifland,  is  daily  co¬ 
vered  with  a  thick  cloud ;  from  this  cloud  a 
kind  of  pure  fweet  water  diflils  on  the  leaves 
and  branches,  from  which  it  trickles  down  into 
a  large  flone  refer  Voir  to  the  quantity  of  twenty 
hogfbeads.  This  lingular  phenomenon  is  attefl- 
ed  by  travellers,  fome  of  whom  affert  that  they 
faw  the  tree,  and  is  not  contradicted  but  by  one, 
who  is  no  farther  a  philofopher,  fay  fome  au¬ 
thors,  than  by  being  incredulous.  This  is  an  afto- 
nifhing  faff,  yet  not  impoffible  ;  and  every  thing 
that  is  not  impoffible,  and  is  certified  as  truth 
by  men  of  judgment  and  good  fenfe,  may  be  be¬ 
lieved.  It  would,  however,  have  been  more 
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credible  had  thefe  travellers  made  feveral  trees 
and  refervoirs  inftead  of  one. 

Gomera  produces  fugar-canes  and  wine.  The 
inhabitants  of  this  ifland  admit  a  community  of 
women.  Every  man,  indeed,  has  one  of  his 
own,  but  they  would  think  it  uncivil  not  to  lend 
their  wives  to  thofe  who  afk  them.  It  is  always 
the  lifter's  fon  who  inherits.  Teneriffe  is  cele¬ 
brated  by  its  peak  of  mountain,  which  can  be 
feen  at  fea  from  the  diftance  of  more  than  thirty 
leagues.  It  is  a  volcano  which  throws  up  allies, 
(tones,  and  burning  lava.  Its  crater  is  called 
by  the  Spaniards  the  devil's  cauldron.  The 
Guanches  confider  it  to  be  the  mouth  of  hell. 
The  greater  part  of  thefe  people  who  outlived 
the  devaftation  occafioned  by  the  Spaniards  are 
found  in  Teneriffe,  where  they  have  a  town  in¬ 
habited  entirely  by  themfelves.  They  (till 
fpeak  their  own  language,  which  has  feme  ana¬ 
logy  to  that  of  the  Moors  in  Barbary.  They 
acknowledge  one  fupreme  being,  whom  they 
believe  to  be  good  and  compaffionate.  It  ap¬ 
pears  by  their  traditions,  that  they  once  had  a 
king  to  whom  they  fwore  fidelity.  Their  laws 
were  few  in  number.  Except  for  great  crimes, 
they  had  no  punilhment  but  fhame,  that  painful 
fentiment,  a  torment  infeparable  from  thofe  who 
do  evil.  Their  monarchs  had  no  other  palaces 
than  thofe  formed  by  nature  in  the  bofom  of  the 
rocks.  Caves  are  (till  feen  there,  which  are  dif- 
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tinguiffied  by  the  name  of  the  royal  caverns. 
Mutual  confent  was  fufficient  to  conftitute  mar¬ 
riage,  and  repugnance  or  difguft  to  produce  a 
divorce.  Befides,  refpect  for  the  fex  was  a  fun¬ 
damental  law,  which  could  never  be  infringed 
without  incurring  the  pain  of  death.  They 
pradHfed  a  kind  of  baptifm,  which  was  per¬ 
formed  by  fome  young  woman  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  who,  on  the  requeft  of  the  parents, 
poured  a  little  water  over  the  head  of  the  new 
born  infant  :  by  this  ceremony  fhe  contraSled 
an  alliance  with  the  family.  The  educatibn  of 
young  perfons  was  entirely  confined  to  bodily 
exercifes.  Thev  embalmed  their  dead.  This. 
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office  and  art  were  referved  for  the  priefts  and 
priefteffes,  the  former  of  whom  embalmed  the 
men,  and  the  latter  the  women.  Their  veft- 
ments  ferved  both  to  conceal  their  nakednefs 
and  as  an  ornament.  It  is  not  aftonifhing  that 
Teneriffe  ffiould  be  the  principal  habitation  of 
the  Guanches.  On  account  of  its  fruits  and  lhady 
groves,  the  fragrance  of  the  air  and  happy  fitua- 
tion,  it  is  perhaps  the  moft  delightful  fpot  in 
the  univerfe.  Grand  Canary  is  called  alfo 
Palma,  from  the  name  of  its  capital.  In  fer¬ 
tility  and  beauty  it  rivals  Teneriffe.  Forteven- 
tura  and  Lancerota  are  two  pretty  large  iflands, 
accompanied  with  four  fmaller  ones — St.  Clara_j 
Graciofa,  Rocca,  and  All^ranza. 


Madeira  and  the  Azores... 

Madeira  and  Porto  Santo  lie  almod  exadlly 
oppofite  to  the  mouth  of  the  Strait  of  Gibraltar, 
but  at  a  great  didance  in  the  ocean.  The  for¬ 
mer  is  about  forty  leagues  in  circumference.  It 
is  celebrated  for  its  excellent  wine,-  and  the  fa¬ 
vour  of  its  fruits,  of  which  the  inhabitants  by 
means  of  the  fugar  produced  in  the  ifla-nd  make, 
the  bed  preferves  in  the  world.  The  clergy 
here  are  exceedingly  rich.  The  churches  are 
places  of  rendezvous  for  lovers,  for  people  of 
bufinefs,  and  for  thofe  who  go  abroad  on  parties 
of  pleafure.  As  foon  as  divine  fervice  is  over 
they  become  like  an  exchange  or  coffee-houfe. 
When'  there  are  feveral  daughters  in  a  family, 
they  walk  two  and  two  before  the  mother,  hav¬ 
ing  their  faces  covered  by  large  veils,  but  their 
neck  and  fhoulders  quite  bare.  They  are  at- 
tended  by  an  old  man,  who  walks  gravely  by 
their  fide  with  a  fword,  a  poniard,  and  a  chap¬ 
let  ;  but  this  formidable  efcort  does  not  prevent 
ogling  and  other  ligns  with  all  their  ufu'al  confe- 
quences.  Some  authors  have  given  the  lafi 
touch  to  this  pidture,  by  telling  us  that  every 
vice,  and  particularly  incontinence,  prevails  here 
throughout  all  ranks:  The  Portuguefe  in  this 
ifland  are  haughtier  than  any-where  elfe.  The 
meaned  valet  walks  in  date  with  his  fword  and 
his  poniard,  and  footmen  never  wait  at  table 


354 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY. 


without  a  long  rapier  by  their  fide.  The  num= 
ber  of  afylums  renders  murder  very  common. 
An  aflaflm  need  only  touch  the  wall  of  a  chapel 
.  to  be  in  fafety.  Porto- Santo  lies  oppofite  to  the 
kingdom  of  Morocco.  The  Portuguefe  Eaft- 
India  fhips  touch  here  to  procure  frefh  provi- 
fions.  It  has  never  yet  been  determined  whe¬ 
ther  the  Azores  belong  to  Africa,  America,  or 
Europe  :  they  are  at  an  equal  diftance  from  all 
thefe  parts  of  the  world  in  the  .  Atlantic  Ocean, 
and  are  exceedingly  convenient  to  the  Portuguefe 
for  their  voyages  to  Brafil.  The  air  in  thefe 
iflands  is  remarkably  healthful,  and  no  venomous 
or  noxious  animal  can  exift  in  them.  The  Tail¬ 
ors,  it  is  faid,  when  they  arrive  here  are  imme¬ 
diately  freed  from  all  vermin.  Pico,  which  is 
almoft  as  high  as  Teneriffe,  can  be  feen  at  a 
great  diftance.  St.  Michael  would  be  a  delight¬ 
ful  abode,  wrere  not  the  inhabitants  in  continual 
dread  of  being  fwallowed  up  by  earthquakes. 
St.  Mary,  furrounded  by  rocks,  refembles  a  for¬ 
tified  caftle  :  it  produces  nourithing  roots,  has 
feveral  boiling  fountains,  one  of  which  is  of  a 
petrifying  quality,  and  abounds  with  provifions 
of  every  kind.  It  is  furrounded  by  a  tempeftu- 
ous  fea.  Storms  are  announced  by  a  cloud 
-  which  covers  the  fummit  of  the  higheft  moun¬ 
tain  in  the  ifland.  A  fort  of  murmuring  noife 
is  heard  in  the  air,  the  cattle  feem  uneafy,  and 
the  birds  retire  to  places  of  concealment.  The 
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fea  becomes  agitated,  and  (hips  muft  fly  as  foon 
as  poflible,  and  abandon  this  dangerous  coaft. 
Angra  is  the  capital  of  Tercera,  and  of  all  the 
Azores  :  it  is  the  refldence  of  the  governor  and 
the  fuffragan  bifhop  of  Lifibon  :  it  contains  im- 
menfe  magazines  of  naval  flores  for  the  refitting 
of  veflels.  Praya,  a  place  of  confiderable  trade, 
is  the  fafeft  haven  in  the  ifland.  Fagel  takes 
its  name  from  the  beech-trees  with  which  it  is 
covered.  It  is  not  deftitute  of  cedar,  and  other 
valuable  kinds  of  timber.  Corvo  abounds  with 
ravens.  In  the  lafl  place,  Graciofa  and  Flores 
indicate,  by  their  names  alone,  the  valuable  gifts 
they  enjoy  from  nature,  which  are  fcattered  in 
profufion  over  an  extent  of  five  or  fix  leagues, 
amidft  the  dreary  uniformity  of  the  ocean. 

Abyssinia. 

The  continent  of  Africa,  to  which  we  fliall 
now  call  the  reader’s  attention  from  the  ifiands, 
prefents  a  number  of  fmall  ftates  bordering  its 
coafts,  but  few  large  empires  that  extend  far 
into  the  country.  .The  mod  confiderable  of  the 
latter  is  Abyflinia.  It  is  believed  that  this 
country  was  the  ancient  kingdom  of  Saba,  and 
that  it  was  formerly  governed  by  women.  At 
any  rate  there  are  two  famous  in  hiftory  :  one 
who  paid  a  vifit  to  Solomon,  and  carried  back 
to  her  ftates  the  Jewifii  religion  ;  the  other  call¬ 
ed  Candace,  who  received  from  one  of  her 
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eunuchs,  inftrudled  and  baptized  by  the  apoftle 
Philio,  the  chriftian  religion.  The  latter  ftill 
prevails,  but  mixed  with  fome  of  the  Jewifh 
rites.  The  chriftianitv  of  the  Abyffinians  is  the 
fame  as  that  of  the  Copts.  The  patriarch  of 
Alexandria  in  Egypt  is  the  head  of  their  church, 
and  confirms  their  bilhops  by  admitting  them 
into  his  communion.  The  emperor  of  Abyffinia' 
muft,  in  general,  afiume  the  priefthood  before 
his  coronation,  after  which  he  continues  to  dif- 
charge  the  facerdotal  fun&ions  on  occafions  of 
public  folemnity.  It  is  for  this  reafon,  perhaps, 
that  he  has  been  called  by  the  Europeans  Pref- 
ter  John,  a  title  of  which  no  other  origin  is 
known.  It  is  never  given  to  him  by  the  Abyf¬ 
finians. 

This  empire  has  loft  twenty-eight  provinces 
through  the  incmfions  of  its  neighbours,  by 
whom  it  has  been  confiderably  reduced  :  it  is, 
however,  ftill  very  extenfive.  Thefe  Ioffes  lhew 
great  weaknefs  in  the  great  body  of  the  people, 
much  negligence  or  incapacity  in  the  emperors, 
and  their  want  of  ability  to  call  forth  the  re- 
fources  of  fo  fine  an  empire.  Its  principal  ene¬ 
mies  are  the  Galli  or  Gallani,  who  enclofe  it  on 
three  fides.  Some  of  the  European  literati  make 
them  to  be  defcended  from  the  Jews,  tranfported 
into  Afiyria  by  Salmonazar,  to  Babylon  by  Ne¬ 
buchadnezzar,  or  bar.ilhedby  Titus  and  Vefpa- 
fian  as  far  as  Ethiopia.  They  employ  circum- 
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cifion,  and  this  is  one  of  the  ftrongeft  proofs  ad¬ 
duced  of  their  Judaifm.  According  to  the 
Abyflinians  they  came  from  the  eaftern  coafts 
of  the  Red  Sea,  from  which  they  muft  have 
been  expelled  by  the  Arabs.  Thefe  exiles  may 
have  been  originally  a  tribe  of  the  Celtae  or 
Gauls,  who  intermixing  with  the  Caffres  and 
other  people  of  Africa,  might  .have  adopted 
their  ferocity,  and  degenerated  from  the  good 
qualities  of  their  anceftors,  retaining  only  their 
valour.  But  it  is  not  improbable  that  they  may 
be  the  defendants  of  thofe  ancient  Ethiopians, 
celebrated  by  their  courage  and  invafions,  whofe 
fpirit  they  have  preferved.  Hiftory,  which  has 
left  a  chafm  of  feveral  centuries  between  the 
Ethiopian  conquerors  whom  I  have  already 
mentioned  in  fpeaking  of  Judea,  and  the  Abyf- 
finians  who  feem  to  occupy  their  place,  exhibits 
thefe  Galli  as  a  generous  nation,  who  always  re¬ 
turn,  without  being  difcouraged,  to  the  poffef- 
lions  which  have  been  torn  from  them. 

They  profefs  to  believe  in  one  fupreme  being 
who  governs  the  World,  but  to  whom  they  pay- 
no  worlhip  :  they  fhew  no  affe&ion  for  their 
children,  and  fuffer  them  to  wander  about  like 
little  favages.  The  children  learn  of  themfelves 
what  they  muft  always  praftife — that  is,  the  ufe 
of  arms.  They  are  not  fuffered  to  quit  the 
badge  of  infancy,  which  is  long  hair,  until  they 
have  killed  a  ferocious  animal  or  an  enemy. 
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The  moft  convincing  proofs  muft  be  given  of 
their  having  aftually  performed  this  exploit. 
Their  onfet  in  war  is  terrible  :  they  never  give 
nor  a  Ik  quarter.  They  have  no  commander-in¬ 
chief.  Each  tribe  has  its  own,  who  is  elected 
every  eight  years.  They  are  called  lubos.  Their 
firft  operation  muft  be  an  incurfion  into  the  em¬ 
pire  of  Abyffinia,  which  ferves  them  as  a  palef- 
tra  or  place  of  exercife.  It  would  have  been 
abfolutely  deftroyed  long  ago  had  they  not  been 
often  engaged  in  civil  wars,  which  afforded 
fome  refpite  to  the  Abyflinians. 

This  empire  lies  entirely  in  the  torrid  zone, 
yet,  on  account  of  the  great  rains,  the  fo- 
refts,  mountains,  and  rivers,  there  are  dift rifts 
in  it  as  temperate  as  Spain  and  Portugal \ 
but  the  low  fandy  plains  reflect  a  heat  infup- 
portable  to  any  other  people  except  Abyf- 
flni:  ns.  The  winds  here  are  impetuous,  the 
thunder  awful,  and  the  rains  like  torrents  :  the 
feafon  of  thefe  meteors  is  unwholefome,  and 
produces  difeafes.  'i  he  moifture  and  the  heat — 
the  valuable  means  of  fecundity — cover  their 
meadows  with  grafs  always  renewed,  and  their 
trees  with  bloffom  a 'd  fruits  at  the  fame  time. 
1  hey  promote  the  fpeedy  vegetation  of  a  kind 
of  very  fmall  grain,  called  teff,  of  which  they 
make  excellent  bread,  the  principal  part  of  their 
nourifbment.  Nature,  while  fhe  gave  to  the 
Ab\  ilinians  ferpents  of  an  immenfe  fize,  made 
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them  a  prefent  of  a  plant,  by  the  touch  and 
fmelJ  of  which  alone,  it  is  faid,  they  are  thrown 
into  a  date  of  torpor.  Some  of  thefe  monders 
have  a  large  mouth,  which  they  open  to  a  pro¬ 
digious  extent,  inhale  a  great  quantity  of  airs 
and  having  retained  it  fome  time,  throw  it  out 
with  fuch  force,  and  in  fuch  abundance,  that 
they  can  overturn  and  poifon  at  the  diftance  of 
feveral  paces. 

Abyffinia  has  all  our  quadrupeds,  but  with 
fome  variation.  The  oxen,  for  example,  are  of 
fuch  prodigious  (ize,  that  one  of  their  horns  is 
capable  of  containing  more  than  twenty  pints. 
In  others  the  horns  are  fo  foft  and  flexible  that 
they  hang  down  like  a  broken  arm.  Their  horfes 
are  remarkably  beautiful :  there  is  one  kind  as 
large  as  the  elephant,  but  better  and  more  deli¬ 
cately  made.  A  man  may  pafs  under  their  belly 
without  (looping.  The  Abyflinians  do  not  tame 
their  elephants  :  they  remain  in  a  wild  (late,  and 
are  very  dedruflive.  Their  plains  are  ravaged 
alfo  by  the  rhinoceros,  as  well  as  by  lions  and 
tigers.  The  crocodile  and  the  hippopotamus  are 
in  the  Nile,  the  larged  river  of  Abyflinia,  as  if 
in  their  empire.  The  former  of  thefe  amphi¬ 
bious  animals  is  well  known,  but  the  fecond  is 
almofl  inacceflible,  and  never  difcovers  itfelf  but 
by  the  dedruflion  it  occafions.  This  animal  is  ai¬ 
med  as  large  as  the  elephant,  and  like  it  is  armed 
with  tuiks.  It  is  called  the  fea-horfe,  though  it 
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partakes  more  of  the  ox  than  of  the  former. 
It  is  lefs  formidable  at  land,  on  account  of  its 
weight,  than  it  is  in  the  water,  where  it  often 
overfets  barks  and  other  frnall  veffels  :  it  tears 
and  devours  not  fo  much  for  the  fake  of  food 
as  to  glut  itfelf  with  blood.  When  it  bellows 
the  earth  is  faid  to  tremble.  At  land  it  fhuns 
man  and  flies  from  him,  but  the  female  is  ex¬ 
tremely  dangerous  when  fhe  has  young.  The 
male  aflociates  with  feveral ;  and,  like  the  cock 
arnidft  his  hens,  feems  attentive  and  jealous, 
and  never  fuffers  a  rival. 

The  cramp-fifh  is  common  in  Abyffinia.  It  is 
employed  in  medicine,  being  applied  in  cafes  of 
fever  as  if  to  render  the  difeafe  torpid.  The 
pipi,  a  Angular  bird,  attaches  itfelf  to  fportfmen, 
and  never  leaves  them  till  it  has  pointed  out 
game,  becaufe  it  lives  on  the  offals;  but  they 
muft  take  care  to  follow  it  well  armed  as  it  may 
fometimes  lead  them  alfo  to  a  dangerous  animal, 
fuch  as  a  ferpent  or  tiger.  Another  bird,  called 
moroCy  enables  the  natives  to  difcover  honey, 
which  is  made  by  a  certain  kind  of  bees  below  the 
earth.  Abyffinia  is  often  ravaged  by  clouds  of 
locufts,  which  occaflon  famine  by  devouring  the 
plants,  and  peflilence  by  their  dead  bodies,  which 
cannot  all  be  burnt  or  interred.  They  are  eaten 
frefh,  or  dried  and  reduced  to  powder,  which 
is  afterwards  converted  into  a  pafte  j  but  it  is 
not  an  agreeable  food. 
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»ugh  there  are  a  great  many  mahometans, 
and  pagans,  in  Abyffinia,  the  chriftians  are 
10ft  numerous.  Of  the  idolatry  of  the 
is  very  little  is  known  ;  but  it  feems  to 
t  rather  in  fuperftitious  rites  than  in  the 
ition  of  idols.  The  court  language  is  a 
ure  of  almoft  all  thofe  of  the  empire  :  it  is 
ient  neither  in  expreflion  nor  richnefs.  The 
ent  Ethiopic  ftill  retains  its  dignity  ;  it  is 
iloyed  in  the  emperors’  letters  patent,  in  the 
lie  regifters,  and  divine  fervice. 

.'he  Abyfiinians,  if  we  except  thofe  Ethiopians 
o  at  Rome  in  the  time  of  Auguftus  were 
ught  horridly  ugly,  are  well  made  ;  they  are 
a  tall  majeftic  ftature  ;  rather  brown  than 
r  ;  have  lively  fparkling  eyes  ;  a  well-fhaped 
fe,  not  at  all  flat ;  thin  lips,  and  very  white 
eth.  Their  difpofition  inclines  them  to  be 
rtuous :  they  poflefs  all  the  fimplicity  of  nature; 
ave  a  great  deal  of  candour,  and  exhibit  every 
gn  of  innocence.  They  rarely  quarrel  with 
ach  other,  and  readily  fubmit  to  the  decifion 
of  the  firft  arbiter  they  meet.  The  adminiftration 
of  juftice  is  neither  tedious  nor  complex.  They 
are  extremely  affe&ed  in  their  manners,  and  re¬ 
markably  fond  of  drefs.  Their  wives  are  allow¬ 
ed  to  vifit  their  relations.  Thofe  of  quality  do 
not  lay  their  inclinations  under  any  reftraint — a 
privilege  not  very  agreeable  to  men  of  inferior 
rank,  who  are  foolilh  enough  to  marry  them  ; 
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but  the  relations  co  pel  them  to  bear  their  dis¬ 
grace  with  patience  Thofe  of  common  rank 
perforin  all  the  laborious  part  of  their  domeftic 
economy.  There  are  fome  kinds  of  work  which 
the  male  Haves  refufe  to  do  ;  fuch  as  that  of 
grinding  their  corn,  a  talk  that  occurs  every 
day  A  marriage  to  be  firm  and  valid  muft  be 
folemnized  in  church  :  it  is  prohibited  within 
certain  degrees  of  confanguinity,  and  divorces 
are  allowed,  in  order  that  a  feparation,  when 
it  takes  place,  may  occafion  no  trouble,  each 
party  in  general  retain  their  own  property.  A 
woman  convidied  of  adultery  is  p  uni  (lied  by 
film,  ing  her  head,  depriving  her  of  her  poffellions, 
a  d  expelling  her  in  a  mean  drefs  from  the  houfe 
of  her  hufb  nd  to  gain  her  livelihood  by  her 
needle.  What  is  very  lingular,  a  woman  is 
pun;  -ed  alfo  for  the  libertinifm  of  her  hufband, 
bu(  c  Iv  by  a  flight  fine  :  the  hufband’s  infidelity 
is  luJt  pofed  to  be  owing  to  her  fault,  as  fhe 
ought  to  have  found  means  to  pleafe  him. 

Their  dilhes  are  excellent,  and  of  various 
kinds.  They  drink  neither  cyder  nor  wine, 
though  they  might  make  the  latter  in  abundance, 
bu'  hydromel,  the  bafisof  which  is  honey  brought 
to  a  ftate  of  fermentation.  They  never  drink 
but  at  the  end  of  their  meals :  their  maxim  is, 
that  thev  ought  to  plant  before  they  water. 
Their  furniture  is  neat,  and  more  or  lefs  magni¬ 
ficent  according  to  their  riches.  The  molt 
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whimfical  article  is  the  pillow  of  their  bed,  if 
we  can  apply  that  name  to  a  kind  of  fork,  on 
which  they  do  not  reft  their  head  but  the  neck, 
for  fear  of  deranging  their  hair  which  they  fuffer 
to  hang  down.  The  men  bind  it  up  in  various 
ways  ;  but  the  women  let  it  float  over  their 
fhoulders,  and  intermix  it  with  ornaments  of 
gold  and  precious  ftones.  The  emperor  alone 
has  a  right  to  make  ufe  of  a  cap.  It  is  not  long 
flnce  they  became  acquainted  with  the  tools 
employed  in  different  arts  ;  and  for  thefe,  as  well 
as  for  the  art  of  building,  they  were  indebted  to 
the  jefuits  :  before,  they  could  only  place  one 
ftone  above  another  in  an  irregular  manner. 
They  had  no  idea  of  flairs,  or  of  different  ftories, 
which  they  call  a  houfe  upon  a  houfe.  Not- 
withftanding  their  paucity  of  tools,  they  had 
cloth,  fluffs  exceedingly  well  wove,  and  jewels 
oftheneateft  workmanfhip.  They  feldom  travel 
into  other  countries  ;  and  even  if  they  had  an 
inclination  to  do  fo,  they  are  prevented  by  the 
Turks  and  the  Galli,  who  keep  their  frontiers  as 
if  in  a  ftate  of  blockade.  They  are  unwilling 
alfo  that  the  entrance  into  their  country  ihould 
be  opened.  They  depend  on  fadlors  for  difpofing 
of  their  merchandize  by  exchange,  which  is 
never  in  favour  of  the  Abv ffinians  ;  fo  that  with 
an  inexhauftible  ftore  of  productions — (kins,  furs, 
leather,  honey,  wax,  gold,  ivory,  and  abundance 
of  fuperfluities — Abyffinia  is  extremely  poor. 

s  4 
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The  women  never  have  occafion  for  the  aid  of  a 
midwife  :  they  bring  forth  with  wonderful  fa¬ 
cility,  and  fuckle  their  children  without  trouble 
or  embarraffinent. 

Abyffinia  is  as  fertile  in  the  animal  as  in  the 
vegetable  kingdom,  nor  is  it  inferior  in  the 
mineral.  It  contains  filver,  but  more  gold,  and  a 
great  deal  of  lead  and  iron.  It  is  not  faid  that  it 
is  deftitute  of  copper  or  tin.  The  fait  dug  from 
mines,  extracted  from  faline  fprings,  or  colledled 
in  the  form  of  a  cruft  in  the  immenfe  plains, 
though  very  common,  is  confidered  as  a  valuable 
article :  every  perfon  carries  a  fmall  bit  of  it 
fufpended  in  a  bag  from  the  girdle.  When  two 
friends  meet  they  produce  their  bits  of  fait,  and 
give  them  to  each  other  to  lick  :  to  negledt 
this  ceremony  would  be  thought  a  great  in¬ 
civility.  It  is  faid  that  the  heat,  which  renders 
the  mouth  parched,  gave  rife  to  this  whimfical 
cuftom  ;  but  they  might  moiften  the  mouth  and 
render  fpeaking  eafier  by  each  ufing  his  own  fait, 
without  licking  that  of  another.  This  lingular 
mode  of  falutation  reminds  us  of  a  ftill  more 
lingular  manner  of  receiving  vifits,  related  by  a 
miffionary  who  had  been  introduced  at  the  court 
of  a  labo,  or  petty  prince  of  the  Galli.  <c  He 
“  was  fitting,”  fays  he,  “  on  the  ground  in  the 
<c  middle  of  his  hut,  having  his  courtiers  around 
<c  him,  each  with  a  rod  in  his  hand.  As  foon  as 
ee  I  entered,  the  whole  company  put  thernfelves 
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*c  in  motion,  and  belaboured  me  with  their  rods : 

“  I  betook  myfelf  to  flight ;  and  when  I  had 
“  reached  the  door,  which  was  the  eftablilhed 
fignal,  the  baftinading  ceafed,  and  they  re- 
“  ceived  me  with  compliments.”  When  alked 
why  they  ufe  this  ceremonial  with  friends,  who 
are  invited  and  expected,  they  reply,  “  that  it  is 
"  to  teach  thofe  who  vifit  them  that  there  is  no 
“  nation  braver  than  theirs,  and  that  thofe  who 
<(  accoft  them  mutt  humble  themfelves.” 

The  natural  curiofities  of  Abyffinia  are  enor¬ 
mous  mountains,  the  rocks  of  which  exhibit  the 
appearance  of  walls,  towers,  and  cities;  others 
fuch  a  fmooth  furface  as  renders  them  almoft  like 
a  mirror ;  and  fome  hollowed  out  by  nature,  or 
in  which  have  been  cut  out  apartments, churches, 
and  palaces.  At  the  bottom  of  thefe  mountains 
there  are  fleep  precipices  where  the  torrents  roll 
down  large  ftones  with  a  mo  ft  tremendous  noife  ; 
and  on  their  fummits  plains,  the  inacceffible 
edges  of  which  convert  them  into  prifons,  where 
the  firft  children  of  their  kings,  whofe  competi¬ 
tion  for  the  throne  was  apprehended  to  be  pro- 
duftive  of  mifchief,  were  formerly  expofed  to 
languith  in  mifery.  The  beautiful  rivers  by 
which  Abyflinia  is  watered  flow  down  from 
thefe  mountains.  The  Nile  is  only  a  rivulet  till 
it  is  joined  by  the  Gemma,  which  is  much  larger 
and  more  rapid  than  itfelf.  Thus  augmented, 
it  runs  twelve  leagues  acrofs  the  lake  Dambee, 
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without  mingling  its  water  with  it ;  and  it  then 
becomes  a  large  and  majeftic  river,  but  it  does 
not  begin  to  acquire  great  reputation  till  it  leaves 
its  own  country. 

The  government  of  the  Abyffinian  monarchs 
has  always  been  defpotic,  without  their  power 
being  confined  by  written  laws,  or  the  authority 
of  any  body  except  that  of  the  clergy,  who 
have  fometimes  oppofed  an  effeftual  refiftance 
to  the  arbitrary  will  of  the  emperors  :  they  call 
them  naguhst  which  fignifies  king  of  kings. 
Their  feal  has  engraved  on  it  a  lion  holding  a 
crofs,  with  this  legend  :  The  lion  of  the  tribe  of 
Judah  has  conquered.  They  do -not  conceal  them- 
felves  from  public  view,  like  the  eaftern  mo¬ 
narchs  ;  but  fhew  themfelves  readily  to  their 
people,  who  never  approach  them  but  with  ce¬ 
remonies  almoft  equivalent  to  adoration.  They 
live  more  in  tents  than  in  palaces ;  but  thefe 
tents  are  as  magnificent  as  palaces,  while  their 
guard  forms  a  real  army,  and  their  court  a  pom¬ 
pous  and  fplendid  retinue.  It  is  augmented 
even  by  the  women  during  military  expeditions, 
to  which  they  are  a  great  incumbrance.  The 
breaking  up  of  this  camp,  and  the  removal  of  it 
from  one  place  to  another,  is  a  real  calamity, 
even  in  the  ti  ne  of  peace,  to  thofe  countries 
through  which  the  army  paffes,  becaufe  the 
roads  mull  be  repaired,  and  provifions  furnifhed 
and  conveyed  to  it  by  the  inhabitants,  who  are 
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fucceflively  ruined  by  thefe  paflages  throughout 
the  whole  empire.  It  is  rather  aftonifhing  to  fee 
a  camp  divided  into  pariih.^s  ;  each  of  which  has 
its  own  clergyman,  with  deacons  and  other  ec- 
clefiaftics,  who  aflift  in  divine  fervice,  and  the 
inftruftion  of  youth. 

The  crown  is  hereditary,  but  does  not  necef- 
farily  pafs  to  the  eldeft.  The  emperor  choofes 
for  his  fucceflor  one  of  his  children  whom  he 
wifhes  to  favour ;  and  this  cuftom  has  frequent¬ 
ly  given  rife  to  civil  w^ars.  To  prevent  thefe,  a 
fcheme  was  devifed,  in  confequence  of  which 
all  thofe  princes  who  had  a  right  to  the  throne 
were  confined  on  the  top  of  a  mountain,  almoft 
inacceffible,  where  they  were  clofely  guarded. 
This  cuftom  was,  however,  abolifhed  on  account 
of  the  indirect  reproach  of  an  infant.  The  em¬ 
peror  had  a  great  fondnefs  for  this  child,  who 
was  only  eight  years  of  age.  One  day,  while  he 
was  fporting  with  him,  one  of  his  courtiers  ap¬ 
proached,  and  obferved  to  the  king  that  the 
child  was  growing  tall.  On  thefe  words,  the 
young  prince  looking  tenderly  at  his  father, 
faid  :  “  Have  I  become  big  enough  to  be  fent  to 
“  the  mountain  !”  The  emperor,  affe&ed  by  this 
arch  apoftrophe,  abolifhed  the  cuftom,  and  made 
his  council  fwear  that  it  fhould  never  be  re-efta- 
blifhed. 

The  ceremony  of  the  coronation  Is  magnifi¬ 
cent  :  a  great  part  of  it  confifts  of  ecclefiaftic 
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rites,  fuch  as  reading  the  liturgy  and  finging 
pfalms.  The  grand-almoner  announces  the  mo¬ 
narch  to  the  people,  as  the  prince  chofen  to  go¬ 
vern  them.  The  king  takes  on  oath  that  he  will 
difcharge  his  duty  with  juftice  and  moderation. 
The  metropolitan  then  places  the  crown  on 
his  head,  puts  on  his  royal  robe,  and  gives  him 
a  crofs  to  hold  in  his  hand  for  a  fceptre  :  this 
badge,  however,  is  not  peculiar  to  the  emperor, 
as  it  is  borne  by  every  prieft. 

In  imitation  of  Solomon,  from  whom  they 
pretend  to  be  defcended,  the  Abyffinian  empe¬ 
rors  maintain  feveral  wives;  and,  like  him,  of  dif¬ 
ferent  religions.  That  they  may  have  a  Rill 
greater  refemblance  to  him,  they  allow  each  to 
exercife  her  own  religion  ;  fo  that  it  is  not  un¬ 
common  to  fee  around  the  palace,  or  royal  tents, 
mofques  and  pagan  temples  clofe  to  a  church. 
At  the  emperor’s  marriages,  which  are  frequent, 
the  ecclefiaftical  guefts  or  others  are  obliged,  as 
is  the  cafe  at  thofe  of  his  fubjefts,  to  confume 
every  thing  that  has  been  ferved  up.  They  never 
retire  from  their  repafts,  if  they  can,  till  they 
are  fcarcely  able  to  ftand  ;  but  the  ceremony  al¬ 
ways  commences  with  religious  rites.  Of  all 
thefe  wives,  the  prince  choofes  one  whom  he 
caufes  to  be  proclaimed  emprefs,  and  who  en¬ 
joys  great  privileges.  The  naguhs,  or  Prefter 
John,  receives  facred  orders,  though  not  always 
the  priefthood :  in  general,  he  confines  himfelf 
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to  the  deaconffiip,  and  he  affumes  thefe  orders, 
as  appears,  that  he  may  enjoy  the  privileges  of 
the  clergy  j  enter  into  the  fanftuary  ;  prefent  the 
crofs  to  be  killed  ;  and,  above  all,  have  autho¬ 
rity  in  that  body  of  which  he  forms  a  part  by 
his  ordination.  The  children  of  the  great,  even 
when  at  the  breaft,  are  initiated  into  the  eccle- 
fiaftical  date. 

Except  in  regard  to  the  discipline  of  the 
church,  to  which  the  emperor  ftri&ly  conforms, 
he  enjoys  abfolute  authority  in  every  thing.  One 
whimfical  cuftom  is,  that  he  muft  never  be  feen 
at  his  meals.  All  employments,  both  at  court 
and  in  the  army,  are  difpofed  of  by  purchafe.  It 
may  thence  be  judged  how  the  troops  are  com¬ 
manded,  and  in  what  manner  juftice  is  admi- 
niftered.  The  form  of  proceeding  in  courts 
ofjuftice  is  wifely  eftabliflied.  Neither  coun¬ 
sellors  nor  attornies  are  employed.  The  parties 
are  heard  publicly,  and  the  judge,  having  con¬ 
futed  the  aflembly,  pafles  fentence  ;  but  he  is 
not  obliged  to  follow  the  general  opinion.  As 
he  buys  his  office,  the  fentence  often  favours  of 
the  neceffity  of  paying  ;  becaufe  he  incurs  no  pu- 
nilhment,  and  is  expofed  to  no  lhame  by  being 
unjuft.  The  law  of  retaliation  is  eftabliihed  in 
this  country,  A  murderer  is  given  up  to  the  re¬ 
lations  of  the  deceafed  :  this  cuftom  authorizes 
cruelty,  and  multiplies  revenge.  The  Abyffi- 
nians  would  be  capable  of  carrying  on  war  with 
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fuccefs  were  they  better  difciplined,  and  better 
commanded.  They  are  not  badly  armed  ;  but 
in  their  camps  there  is  too  much  luxury,  and  too 
little  exercife,  fo  that  when  they  encounter  the 
enemy  they  are  deftitute  of  experience,  and  are 
eafily  thrown  into  confufion  :  befides,  their  army 
is  always  inferior  in  number  to  what  would  be 
required  for  the  defence  of  a  large  empire,  con¬ 
tinually  threatened  byreftlefs  and  warlike  neigh¬ 
bours.  This  defedt  arifes  from  the  naguhs, 
through  a  fault  of  the  government,  being  one  of 
the  pooreft  princes  on  the  earth:  not  that  his  re¬ 
venues,  were  they  faithfully  carried  to  the  trea- 
fury,  would  be  inconiiderable  ;  but  they  pafs 
through  fo  many  hands,  and  there  are  fo  many 
exceptions  and  privileges,  that  what  remains  to 
him  amounts  to  very  little. 

The  Abyffinian  annals  contain  an  account  of 
the  queen  of  Saba’s  journey  to  Jerufalem.  Some 
circumftances  in  it  appear  more  like  fable  than 
truth  ;  yet  one  is  inclined  to  give  credit  to  it  at 
bottom.  With  regard  to  the  converfion  of  queen 
Candace,  by  one  of  her  eunuchs,  who  had  been 
inftrudted  by  the  apoftle  Philip,  the  account  of 
it  correfponds  with  that  given  in  the  gofpel  of 
St.  Luke.  Chriftianity,  however,  did  not  be¬ 
come  the  prevailing  religion  in  Ethiopia,  till  to¬ 
wards  the  middle  of  the  fourth  century.  Atha- 
nafius,  the  great  patriarch  of  Alexandria,  fent 
thither  a  bifhop,  whofe  fucceffor  is  the  abuna , 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY. 

the  only  perfon  in  Abyffinia  who  exercifes  the 
facerdotal  fun&ions.  It  is  a  cuftom,  obferved 
with  a  rigour  which  has  rendered  it  a  law,  that 
this  abuna  muft  never  be  an  Abyflinian  ;  and  this 
circumftance  affords  the  Alexandrians  the  fure 
means  of  preferving  their  fupremacy.  They, 
however,  frequently  abufe  it ;  for,  in  general, 
they  fend  only  ignorant  men,  who  purchafe  that 
office  by  money.  As  they  buy,  they  fell  alfo  all 
the  lucrative  places  in  the  church. 

In  the  church  of  Abyffinia  there  are  degrees 
of  all  kinds:  depferas ,  or  chanters;  komos ,  a  kind 
of  high-priefts,  &c.  They  marry  and  perform 
divine  fervice  with  a  confiderable  degree  of  de¬ 
cency.  Pfalms  are  fung  in  the  churches,  and 
mafs  is  chanted,  but  always  with  a  low  voice. 
They  have  no  carved  images.  Their  tenets  are 
the  fame  as  thofe  of  the  church  of  Alexandria, 
which  acknowledges  only  one  nature,  and  one 
will,  in  Jefus  Chrift.  They  believe  in  the  real 
prefence,  ufe  fupreme  unftion  for  the  lick,  and 
pra&ife  public  confeffion.  Penitents  are  never 
abfolved  without  reproaches  and  blows,  with  a 
ftick  or  whip  upon  the  ffioulders.  They  have 
monks  of  all  kinds,  extremely  auftere,  tempe¬ 
rate,  and  poor,  colle£ted  in  monafteries,  and  dif- 
perfed  in  caverns,  or  on  the  mountains  :  thefe 
monks  live  in  a  ftate  of  celibacy.  A  certain  per¬ 
fon  having  one  day  alked  the  emperor’s  fecretary, 
who  had  been  a  monk,  if  they  made  vows,  he 
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replied  :  “  The  votaries,  proftrated  on  the  earth* 

“  promife  aloud  to  their  fuperior  to  obferve 
“  chaftity ;  but  they  add,  quite  low,  in  the  fame 
“  manner,  as  you  obferve  it.”  Circumcifion 
among  the  Abyffinians  is  merely  a  political  infti- 
tution,  as  is  alfo  the  prohibition  to  eat  certain 
kinds  of  food.  They  admit  the  three  firft  coun¬ 
cils,  with  the  books  of  the  Old  and  New  Tefta- 
ment ;  invoke  the  Virgin  Mary,  faints,  and  an¬ 
gels  ;  pray  for  the  dead,  and  adminifter  bap- 
tifm.  They  do  all  thefe  rather  from  habit  than 
education.  They  have  no  fchools  or  univerfities 
to  inftruft  young  men  in  ufeful  knowledge 
and  the  principles  of  religion.  Their  language  - 
even  has  no  terms  expreffive  of  thefe  eftablifti- 
ments. 

There  is  no  regular  chronology  of  the  Abyf- 
finian  emperors,  or  great  naguhs,  but  for  the 
laft  four  hundred  years.  Some  traditionary  faffs 
refpeffing  the  princes  defcended  from  Solomon, 
who  reigned  before,  are  (fill  preferved :  fuch, 
for  example,  as  the  Angularity  of  the  three  bro¬ 
thers,  who,  to  avoid  all  difpute,  having  agreed 
in  an  amicable  manner  to  reign  together,.  divid¬ 
ed  the  day  and  the  night  into  three  parts,  in  or¬ 
der  that  they  might  each  reign  eight  hours. 
This  expedient,  fay  the  Abyffinian  annals,  was 
attended  with  the  belt  confequences.  About 
the  beginning  of  the  tenth  century,  the  throne 
was  ufurped  by  a  woman,  whofe  pofterity  pre- 
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ferved  it  for  three  hundred  years.  But  refpeCt- 
ing  this  dynafty,  we  have  only  a  few  circum- 
ftances,  ranged  in  a  very  imperfeCt  chronologi¬ 
cal  order,  which  took  place  after  the  entrance 
of  the  Portuguefe  into  Abyffinia,  under  the  great 
Alphonfo  Albuquerque. 

This  general,  having  undertaken  to  fecure  the  David,  150$, 
trade  of  his  nation  on  the  Red  Sea,  call:  his  eyes 
towards  the  emperor  of  Abyffinia,  as  being  able 
to  afford  it  protection.  He  fent  thither  an  am- 
baffador,  who  found  means  to  procure  a  favour¬ 
able  reception,  and  to  infpire  the  emprefs  He¬ 
len,  the  grand-mother  and  guardian  of  David 
the  young  king,  with  the  defire  of  forming  an 
alliance  with  the  king  of  Portugal,  in  order  to 
obtain  affiftance  from  him  againft  the  mahome- 
tans  who  infefted  the  frontiers  of  the  empire. 

This  able  negotiator  perfuaded  the  grand-mother 
and  grand-fon  that  the  aid  would  be  much  more 
certain  if  they  embraced  the  catholic  religion. 

Helen  ffiewed  it  the  moft  diftinguiffied  favour, 
and  David  followed  her  example.  This  conduCl 
gave  offence  to  the  whole  clergy,  fo  that  intef- 
tine  broils  were  now  added  to  the  foreign  war, 
which  he  imagined  he  ffiould  be  able  to  prevent. 

The  Portuguefe,  indeed,  came  to  his  affiftance; 
but  fo  few  in  number  that  they  were  not  able  to 
procure  him  any  decifive  fuccefs.  After  twenty 
years  fpent  in  military  operations,  during  which 
the  emperor  had  againft  him  a  great  part  of  his 
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kingdom,  he  was  obliged  to  retire,  with  a  hand¬ 
ful  oi  faithful  adherents,  to  a  dry  and  inaccef- 
fible  rock.  Blockaded  by  his  enemies,  abandon¬ 
ed  and  hated  by  his  fubjects,  though  brave  and 
virtuous,  he  died  a  prey  to  grief  and  misfor¬ 
tune,  in  that  horrid  afylum,  in  the  forty-fecond 
year  of  his  age,  and  the  thirty-third  of  his 
reign. 

3  His  fon  Claude,  who  fucceeded  him,  pur- 
fued  a  courfe  entirely  different  from  that  of  his 
father.  He  endeavoured  to  regain  the  favour  of 
the  Abvflinian  clergv  :  but  he  found  himfelf 
thwarted  by  the  Fortuguefe,  who  had  acquired 
a  great  afcendency  at  court,  efpecially  with  wo¬ 
men  devoted  to  catholicifm.  Claude,  however, 
■who  managed  the  two  religious  parties  with 
great  policy,  tolerated  a  catholic  patriarch,  but 
did  not  abandon  the  abuna  ;  and  in  this  manner 
he  was  able  to  make  ufe  of  the  Portuguefe,  who 
were  from  time  to  time  recruited  by  the  viceroy 
of  G03.  Thev  were  fometimes  fufficiently  ftrong 
to  demand  from  him  .  favours,  contrary  to  the 
neutrality  he  had  refolved  to  obferve,  and  difa- 
greeable  to  the  Abyffinian  clergy.  On  thefe  occa- 
fions,  Claude  always  complied  with  their  wiflies  ; 
but  he  at  length  feparated  the  Portuguefe,  un¬ 
der  pretences  which  were  never  wanting,  and 
diftributed  them  in  places  at  fuch  a  diltance 
from  each  other,  that  he  had  no  occaffon  to  fear 

thev  would  ever  unite  and  dictate  laws  to  him. 

•» 
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This  fovereign,  who  is  characterized  as  valiant 
and  wife,  was  killed  in  a  battle  againft  Novo, 
the  general  of  king  Adel,  a  mahornetan  prince, 
who  refided  on  the  borders  of  the  Red  Sea.  It 
is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  political  balance, 
which  Claude  held  between  the  two  religions, 
never  inclined  in  favour  of  the  catholics  farther 
than  protection  ;  as  he  always  openly  profeffed 
that  of  his  anceftors. 

As  he  left  no  . legitimate  children  he  was  fuc-  Minas, 15^ 
ceeded  by  his  brother  Minas.  This  prince  did 
not  behave  with  the  fame  prudence  towards  the 
Portuguefe,  or  the  jefuit  miffionaries,  who  ac¬ 
companied  them  :  he  declared  himfelf  openly 
againft  them;  caufed  their  churches  to  be  fhut 
up,  and  perfecuted  their  profelytes.  This  con¬ 
duct  of  Minas  is  afcribed,  by  the  Portuguefe  au¬ 
thors,  to  his  ferocious  difpofition,  and  the  edu¬ 
cation  he  had  received  among  the  Moors.  Others 
fay,  that  he  became  cruel  towards  the  miffion¬ 
aries  only  becaufe  he  obferved  that  they  favoured 
two  of  his  nephews,  who  had  fucceffively  revolt¬ 
ed  againft  him  ;  and  even  excited  the  rebellion 
of  thefe  princes,  who,  by  their  illegitimate  birth, 
were  excluded  from  the  throne.  Minas  was 
fuccefsful,  and  triumphed  over  them.  Pie  did 
not,  however,  adopt  the  cruel  refolution  of  maf- 
facring  the  Portuguefe  or  the  miffionaries ;  nor 
was  he  fo  imprudent  as  to  banitli  them:  he  only 
determined  to  confine  them  clofely  in  his  king- 
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dom,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they  could  neither 
keep  up  any  correfpondence  with  their  friends 
abroad,  nor  fend  to  demand  affiftance.  He  ex¬ 
cluded  them  from  all  intercourfe  with  his  troops; 
took  back  the  property  that  had  been  given 
them  ;  and  fuffered  them  to  fall  into  a  flate  of 
poverty,  which  is  always  degrading.  It  is  not 
known  whether  this  prince,  who  was  continually 
engaged  in  war  during  his  fhort  reign,  died  in 
battle,  or  whether,  after  a  defeat  which  he  ex¬ 
perienced  from  the  Turks,  he  was  obliged  to 
conceal  himfelfin  the  mountains,  where  he  lan- 
guifhed  out  his  life  as  a  fugitive  and  a  wan¬ 
derer. 

j567  His  fon  Malac  inherited  the  crown  notwith- 
flanding  the  misfortunes  of  his  father.  The 
reign  of  this  prince  was  attended  with  a  confi- 
derable  fhare  of  happinefs,  though  continually 
involved  in  war,  either  againfi  his  revolted  fub- 
je£ts,  or  againfi  the  ancient  enemies  of  his  em¬ 
pire — the  Galli  and  the  Mahometans.  He  had 
neither  time,  nor,  perhaps,  inclination,  to  renew 
the  perfecut-ion  of  his  father  againfi  the  miflion- 
aries  and  their  profelytes.  He  fuffered  them  to 
live  in  peace,  without  doing  them  hurt  or  fhew- 
-ing  them  favour.  Malac  had  fome  intercourfe 
with  the  viceroy  of  Goa  :  he  requeued  he  would 
fend  him  workmen  to  call  cannon,  to  manufac¬ 
ture  gunpowder,  and  to  make  fwords  and  other 
weapons;  but  he  never  fpoke  of  auxiliary  troops, 
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His  inconflancy  in  regard  to  the  choice  of  a  fuc- 
ceffor  occafioned  a  great  deal  of  difturbance 
after  his  death. 

He  had  for  fome  time  caft  his  eyes  on  Zadeng-  Zadenghel, 
he],  his  brother’s  fon,  with  an  intention  of  1596' 
naming  him  his  fucceffor.  Afterwards  he  con¬ 
ceived  fo  much  friendfhip  for  Jacob,  one  of  his 
natural  fons,  who  was  then  fcarcely  pad  the  pe¬ 
riod  of  infancy,  that  he  caufed  him  to  be  acknow¬ 
ledged  by  all  the  chiefs.  When  at  the  point  of 
death  he  changed  his  fentiments  once  more,  and 
urged,  as  he  faid  to  his  nobles  affembled  around 
him,  by  love  for  his  country  and  the  intered  he 
took  in  its  prefervation,  ratified  the  choice  he 
had  before  made  of  his  nephew,  as  being  the  fit¬ 
ted:,  under  the  exiding  circumlfances,  to  fill  the 
throne,  to  which  he  was  invited  by  his  age,  his 
valour,  and  his  other  qualities  ;  but  thefe  very 
qualities  induced  a  part  of  the  principal  men  of 
the  date  to  confer  the  crown  upon  Jacob,  then 
feven  years  of  age,  under  whom  they  hoped  to 
hold  the  reins  of  government  themfelves.  They, 
therefore,  feized  Zadenghel  and  confined  him  in 
in  prifon  ;  but  another  faction  fet  him  at  liberty. 

He  afterwards  got  Jacob  into  his  hands;  but, 
indead  of  treating  him  with  inhumanity,  and 
caufing  his  nofe  and  ears  to  be  cut  off,  to  render 
him  incapable  of  reigning,  as  advifed,  he  was 
fatisfied  with  banilhing  him  to  an  agreeable  part 
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of  the  kingdom,  under  the  infpe&ion  of  a  gover¬ 
nor,  bv  whom  he  was  narrowly  watched. 

Zadenghel  (hewed  himfelf  worthy  of  his 
uncle’s  choice.  He  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
his  army  againft  the  Galli,  and  a  battle  taking 
place  his  two  wings  were  routed.  The  main 
body  alfo  being  thrown  into  diforder  and  begin¬ 
ning  to  fly,  his  generals  came  to  him  to  requefl: 
he  would  retire  before  the  enemy  could  have 
an  opportunity  of  furrounding  them  ;  but  the 
intrepid  young  man,  who  was  only  twenty-four 
years  of  age,  inftead  of  following  their  advice, 
difmounted  from  his  horfe  with  his  fword  in  one 
hand  and  his  buckler,  in  the  other,  and  addrefled 
them  as  follows.  tc  I  am  refolved  to  die  on  the 
“  fpot  where  I  now  ftand.  You  may  efcape 
“  the  fword  of  the  enemy  ;  but  you  will  never 
“  efcape  the  infamy  of  having  abandoned  an 
C£  emperor  whom  you  all  recently  proclaimed.” 
On  tbefe  words  the  foldiers,  who  were  on  the 
point  of  flying  like  a  flock  of  timid  fbeep,  threw 
themfel-ves  on  the  Galli  with  the  fury  of  lions, 
and  gained  a  complete  yidory,  which  was  follow¬ 
ed  by  feveral  others.  After  this  advantage, 
which  fecured  the  efteem  of  his  fubje&s,  he 
might  have  reigned  in  peace,  had  he  not  excited 
their  hatred  by  a  predileflion  for  the  catholic 
religion.  The  Abyffinian  clergy  were  incenfed 
at  this  condud  3  and  the  fa&ion  which  defied 
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Jacob  was  revived.  Both  parties  flew  to  arms, 
and  Zadenghel  was  defeated  and  killed  before 
the  expiration  of  the  fecond  year  of  his  reign. 

It  was  not,  however,  the  faction  of  Jacob  that  Sufnee, 1558 
triumphed.  On  the  death  of  Malac,  when 
Zadenghel  fucceeded,  another  of  his  nephews, 
named  Sufnee,  had  appeared  as  a  competitor ; 
but  he  was  obliged  to  fly  and  to  retire  to  a  place 
of  concealment.  Having  heard  in  his  retreat  of 
his  brother’s  death,  he  again  made  his  appearance, 
and  took  poffeffion  of  the  throne.  Jacob  loft 
his  life  in  the  difpute,or  while  they  were  difputing 
in  his  name  ;  for  he  was  ftill  too  young  to  aflert 
his  right  in  perfon.  Sufnee,  when  victorious, 
behaved  with  great  moderation  in  regard  to  the 
partifans  of  his  nephew,  and  endeavoured  to 
gain  their  fupport  by  lenity  and  mildnefs. 

It  is  not  known  what  reafons  could  induce 
Sufnee  to  declare  himfelf  for  the  catholic  religion, 
and  to  perfecute  his  own  to  fuch  a  degree  as  to 
bring  Abyffinia  to  the  brink  of  ruin,  unlefs  it 
was  a  defire  of  being  freed  from  the  fhackles  of 
his  clergy,  become  too  powerful  ;  but  he  fome- 
times  impofed  on  himfelf  chains  which  were  no 
lefs  galling.  There  was  at  that  time  in  Abyffinia 
a  jefuit  named  father  le  Pays,  a  man  of  great 
talents  and  addrefs,  who  took  it  into  his  head  to 
fubdue  that  empire  for  the  pope.  According 
to  the  fyftem  of  his  brethren  who  had  preceded 
him,  he  conceived  that  his  million  ought  to  be 

T  4 


280 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY. 


fupported  by  troops.  He  infinuated  himfelf  into 
the  confidence  of  the  emperor  ;  and  induced 
him,  by  flattering  his  \vifhes,  to  check  the 
authority  of  the  great  who  reftrained  his  own, 
and  with  that  view  to  fend  for  a  body  of  Portu- 
guefe  troops  :  at  the  fame  time  he  advifed  him 
to  favour  the  Roman  religion,  and  to  grant  it 
his  decided  protedbon  and  fignal  favours,  in 
order  to  diminifh  infenfibly  the  power  of  the 
Abyffinian  clergy.  On  the  other  hand,  le  Pays 
wrote  to  Portugal,  and  transmitted  thither,  by 
the  way  of  Goa,  inftrudbons  refpedling  the 
facility  and  advantage  of  rendering  itfelf  fupreme 
ruler  in  that  vaft  empire.  He  promifed  nothing 
lefs  than  one  third  of  it  to  Portugal ;  and  to  the 
pope  the  addition  of  a  rich  and  powerful  church. 
A  pretty  confiderable  body  of  Portuguefe  troops 
were  therefore  fent  out  to  him  ;  and  he  received 
alfo  from  the  court  of  Rome  every  authority  he 
could  wilh,  in  regard  to  the  changes  to  h>e  made 
in  the  rules  and  dodfrines  of  the  church. 

The  firfl  fplendid  conqueft  of  father  le  Pays 
was  that  over  Celia  Chriftos,  the  emperor’s  bro¬ 
ther,  who  publicly  abjured  the  Abyflinian  faith 
and  embraced  the  catholic.  Several  circum- 
ffances  gave  the  emperor  reafon  to  believe  that 
his  fubjedls  did  not  approve  the  changes  which 
he  intended.  A  new  Jacob,  who  appeared 
with  arms  in  his  hand,  fupported  himfelf  by  the 
favour  of  the  clergy  much  longer  than  he  could 
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have  done  by  the  afliftance  of  his  partifans  alone. 
A  reinforcement  of  miflionaries,  newly  arrived, 
had  experienced  on  their  route  fome  indirect 
infults,  which  indicated  the  malignant  difpofition 
of  the  natives  towards  them.  The  emperor 
finding,  or  believing,  himfelf  freed  from  the  re- 
volters,  and  being  fupported  by  his  brother 
Celia  Chriftos,  refolved  to  ftrike  an  important 
blow.  After  fome  conferences,  held  for  the 
fake  of  form,  between  the  catholics  and  the 
Abyffinians,  Sufnee  iffued  an  edict  by  which  he 
gave  orders  that  no  perfon,  under  pain  of  the 
fevereft  punifhment,  fhould  in  future  advance 
that  there  was  only  one  nature  in  Jefus  Chrift. 

In  regard  to  this  exertion  of  authority,  ad¬ 
vantage  had  been  taken  of  the  abfence  of  the 
abuna.  He  therefore  haftened  to  aftert  his 
dignity,  and  being  feconded  by  Emana  Chriftos, 
another  of  Sufnee’s  brothers,  hoifted  the  ftand- 
ard  of  defiance,  and  excommunicated  the  catho“ 
lies.  Emana  Chriftos  was  joined  by  Eulos,  the 
emperor’s  fon-in-law,  and  Caflo,  the  fteward  of 
his  houfehold,  who  all  three  confpired  againft 
the  life  of  the  prince.  Elaving  failed  in  their 
attempt,  they  had  recourfe  to  arms.  Eulos,  too 
prefumptuous,  and  perfuaded  that  his  charafler, 
as  the  emperor’s  fon-in-law,  would  fecure  him 
from  all  violence,  proceeded  boldly  through  his 
father-in-law’s  army,  and  advanced  towards  his 
tent,  attended  only  by  feven  perfons,  but  he  was 
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killed  juft  as  he  was  about  to  enter  it  with  an 
intention  far  from  pacific.  On  this  cataflrophe 
his  party  difperfed.  The  albuna  loft  his  life  on 
this  occafion  alfo.  Sufnee  then  iflued  an  edi£t 

r 

forbidding  the  pra61ice  of  the  Abyflinian  rites. 
Remonfirances  were  made  from  all  quarters, 
and  infurreftions  every-where  took  place.  To 
the  former  the  emperor  oppofed  exhortations  ; 
to  the  latter  arms,  which  under  his  command 
were  victorious  :  at  laft  he  himfelf  abjured  the 
Abyflinian  religion,  and  embraced  that  of 
Rome. 

A  patriarch  was  expefted  at  Lifbon  to  con¬ 
firm  the  changes  which  had  taken  place,  and  to 
give  a  folid  form  to  the  infant  church.  Father 
le  Pays  had  not,  however,  the  fatisfaflion  of  be¬ 
holding  the  fuccefs  of  his  labours,  as  he  died 
before  the  arrival  of  the  patriarch.  The  latter, 
who  was  a  jefuit,  named  Mendez,  came  accom¬ 
panied  by  nineteen  of  his  brethren,  two  of  whom 
were  confecrated  bifhops  in  order  to  fupply  his 
place  in  cafe  of  neceflity.  They  were  received 
with  the  greateft  demonffrations  of  refpeCt  and 
affeCtion.  Nothing  could  be  more  pompous 
than  the  ceremony  in  which  was  confummated, 
not  only  the  union  of  the  Abyflinian  church, 
but  the  fubmiflion  of  the  emperor  and  all  his 
court  to  the  church  of  Rome.  Bafilides  his 
eldefl  fon,  his  relations,  the  viceroys,  and  the 
grandees  delegated  for  that  purpofe,  being  all 
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prefent,  Sufnee  fell  upon  his  knees  before  the 
patriarch,  and  took  the  following  oath : 

“  We  the  fukan  Sufnee,  emperor  of  Ethio- 
“  pia,  believe  and  acknowledge  that  St.  Peter, 
“  the  prince  of  the  apoftles,  was  eftabliflied  by 
u  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  chief  of  the  whole 
“  chriftian  church,  and  received  from  him  the 
“  principality  and  fovereignty  of  the  whole 
“  world  when  he  faid — Thou  art  Peter,  and  on 
<e  this  ftone  I  will  build  my  church,  and  will 
“  give  thee  the  keys  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven  : 
<c  and  when  he  faid  to  him  on  another  occafion — 
“  Feed  my  lbeep.  We  believe  alfo  that  the 
“  pope  of  Rome  has  the  fame  power  and  the 
“  fame  authority  over  the  , whole  chriftian 
“  church,  and  we  promife  and  fwear  to  our  St. 
“  Peter,  Urban  VIII.  and  to  his  fucceflors,  true 
“  and  fincere  obedience,  fubjecting  ourfelves 
“  and  our  empire  at  his  feet.  So  help  us  God, 
“  and  his  holy  evangelifts,  &c.” 

It  is  here  feen  that  nothing  was  wan  tin  a-  to 
this  formula,  which  was  fworn  to  by  all  prefent, 
after  the  emperor  had  done.  Celia  Chriftos,  be¬ 
fore  he  took  the  oath,  delivered  a  fpeech,  in 
which  he  called  to  mind  the  difobedience  of 
fome  perfons  to  the  liturgic  commands  of  the 
emperor  ;  and  holding  his  naked  fword  in  his 
hand,  faid — “  What  is  paft  cannot  be  recall- 
“  ed  $  but  thofe  who  do  not  perform  their  duty 
“  Ihall  be  judged  by  this  fword.”  In  the  fame 
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affembly  the  emperor  caufed  his  fon  Bafilides 
to  be  acknowledged  as  his  fucceffor,  and  made 
him  take  the  oath  of  fidelity.  Celia  Chriftos, 
always  hurried  on  by  his  zeab  added  to  the  for¬ 
mula  the  following  words,  which  were  much 
praifed  by  the  jefuits :  “  I  fwear  to  obey  him  as 
“  a  faithful  fubjeft  as  long  as  he  fhall  main- 
“  tain,  defend,  and  favour  the  holy  catholic 
<c  faith,  without  which  I  fhall  be  his  firft  and 
<c  greatefl' enemy.”  The  emperor  gave  orders 
that  all  the  ladies  of  the  court  fhould  take  the 
fame  oath  the  day  following,  which  was  accord¬ 
ingly  done. 

He  did  not  experience  the  fame  compliance 
among  the  clergy  and  the  people,  who  could  be 
induced  neither  by  threats,  punifhment,  nor  the 
molt  flattering  promifes,  to  fubmit  to  the  differ¬ 
ent  edifts  which  appeared  to  abrogate  their 
faith  and  their  rites.  They  were  averfe  to  many 
ufages  which  he  wifhed  to  introduce :  fuch  as 
kneeling  down  in  the  church ;  having  fixed  al¬ 
tars,  crucifixes,  and  images  in  relief;  auricular 
confeflion ;  and  other  practices.  Whilft  the 
frightened  ecclefiaftics  were  deferting  their  mo- 
naileries,  and  flying  to  the  mountains,  the  em¬ 
peror  ordered  a  magnificent  palace  to  be  erefled 
for  the  patriarch  and  his  companions.  He 
caufed  to  be  conflrucied  alfo  a  fuperb  cathedral ; 
but  as  it  was  built  in  the  form  of  a  crofs  it  dif- 
pleafed  the  Abyffinians,  accuflomed  to  the  cir- 
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cular  form.  Being  kept  as  captives  at  court  and 
in  the  environs,  they  avenged  themfelves  in  the 
places  which  were  more-  remote.  In  their  turn 
they  maltreated  the  catholics,  and  found  gover¬ 
nors  who  encouraged  their  hatred.  One  of  the 
emperor’s  fons-in-law,  named  Tecla,  viceroy  of 
the  kingdom  of  Tigre,  revolted  ;  but  being  pur- 
fued  by  his  father-in-law  he  was  taken,  and 
hung  at  the  head  of  his  army: — an  infamous  pu- 
nifhment,  which  the  naguhs  inflicted  alfo  on  the 
filler  of  the  unfortunate  prince.  It  was  a  re¬ 
markable  thing  for  a  woman  to  be  hung  in 
Ethiopia,  and  particularly  a  woman  of  that 
quality.  This  fpeflacle  irritated  all  the  female 
fex,  who  ought  not  to  be  confidered  as  indiffer¬ 
ent  in  matters  of  religion. 

The  patriarch,  on  his  part,  employed  the  ut- 
mofl  rigour  and  the  utmofl  zeal  in  order  to  efla- 
blifli  his  principles.  He  rebaptized  the  Abyf- 
finians,  reordained  the  priefts,  and  caufed  the 
bodies  of  the  fchifmatics  who  had  been  buried 
in  the  catholic  churches  to  be  difinterred,  under 
a  pretence  that  they  were  defiled  by  them.  He 
was  involved,  however,  in  a  very  ferious  quarrel 
with  the  emperor’s  daughter.  This  princefs,  a 
woman  of  gallantry,  had  two  hufbands,  and 
lived  publicly  with  a  lover  whom  the  pretended 
to  be  defirous  of  marrying:  for  this  purpofe 
fhe  demanded  a  difpenfation  from  the  patriarch, 
who  refufed  to  fhew  the  fame  compliance  as  the 
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ancient  abuna.  The  princefs  incenfed,  flattered 
her  father,  excited  the  other  women  to  efpoufe 
her  caufe,  and  attacked  the  old  emperor  with 
remonftrances.  He  at  length  yielded  to  their 
repeated  entreaties,  and  mitigated  the  feverity 
of  his  ediCis  againfl  the  Abyflinian  rites.  The 
haughty  patriarch  took  up  the  affair  with 
warmth,  but  the  king  had  not  leifure  to  attend 
to  his  reprefentation,  as  he  was  obliged  to  march 
againfl;  the  rebels,  who  defeated  him  feveral 
times,  and  compelled  him  to  feek  fafety  by 
flight.  He,  however,  colle&ed  a  more  nume¬ 
rous  army,  marched  againfl  them  again,  and  be¬ 
came  victorious  in  his  turn. 

After  the  combat,  while  traverfing  the  field 
of  battle  with  a  melancholy  air,  accompanied 
by  the  greater  part  of  the  officers  of  his  court, 
they  addrefled  him  as  follows  :  “  Behold  thefe 
“  thoufands  of  fiain.  They  are  neither  maho- 
“  metans  nor  gentiles ;  they  are  your  own  vaf- 
“  fals,  our  blood  and  relations  :  whether  you 
“  conquer  or  are  conquered  you  plunge  a  fword 
“  into  your  own  bofom.  Thofe  people  who 
“  make  war  againfl  you  are  confcious  of  no 
<c  wrong  :  they  take  up  arms  only  to  defend 
“  their  ancient  religion,  which  you  are  defirous 
“  of  forcing  them  to  renounce.  What  abun- 
<c  dance  of  blood  has  this  unhappy  change  al- 
“  ready  caufed  to  be  filed  !  And  how  much 
“  more  will  it  occafion  to  be  wafted  if  you  do 
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“  not  allow  your  fubje£ts  to  follow  the  religion 
“  handed  down  to  them  by  their  fathers  ! 
“  Without  it  we  {hall  never  have  reft,  and  you 
<s  will  have  neither  kingdom  nor  fubjefts.” 
This  pathetic  exhortation,  amidft  the  dead  and 
the  dying,  made  a  deep  impreflion  on  the  mind 
of  the  prince.  It  was  enforced  likewife  by  the 
emprefs,  by  his  other  wives,  and  by  Bafilides  his 
fon ;  and  Sufnee,  at  length,  fuffered  to  be  ex¬ 
torted  from  him  an  edi£t  which  allowed  liberty 
of  confcience. 

In  a  moment  every  thing  was  re-eftablifhed. 
The  ecclefiaftics  began  to  officiate  in  their  ufual 
manner,  and  adminiftered  the  communion  in 
both  kinds  ;  circumcifion  was  pra&ifed;  and  the 
people  broke  the  chaplets  and  other  inftruments 
of  devotion  which  they  had  received  from  the 
miffionaries.  In  the  churches  they  chanted 
fongs  of  thankfgiving,  one  of  which  concluded 
with  the  following  words  :  “  Rejoice,  ling  hal- 
tc  leluja ;  the  (beep  of  Ethiopia  are  delivered 
“  from  the  wolves  of  the  Weft.”  Owing  either 
to  grief  or  difeafe,  the  confequence  of  the  fa¬ 
tigue  to  which  he  had  been  expofed  by  war,  in- 
furreftion,  and  revolt,  or  rather  to  poifon,  as 
fome  have  believed,  Sufnee  fell  lick.  During 
the  time  of  his  illnefs,  the  patriarch  Mendez 
ufed  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  induce  him  to  re¬ 
voke  his  edict  in  favour  of  toleration  ;  but  the 
dying  prince  plainly  perceived,  as  is  always  the 
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cafe,  that  in  this  extremity  ail  power  would 
drop  from  his  hands.  “  What  can  I  do,”  faid 
he  to  Mendez,  “  [  have  no  longer  an  empire 
<c  nor  authority  ?”  He  died  at  the  age  of  fixty- 
one,  in  the  twenty-fourth  year  of  his  reign? 
which  would  have  been  happy  and  glorious,  fay 
fome  authors,  had  the  jefuits  never  entered  his 
empire. 

As  a  tree  bent  by  force,  when  freed  from  its 
conftraint,  fuddenly  bends  itfelf  in  a  contrary 
diredtion,  thofe  who  had  been  the  foremolt  to 
fubjedt  themfelves  to  the  catholic  church  were 
the  moll  eager  to  feparate  from  it,  and  to  ef¬ 
face,  if  polfible,  by  demonftrations  of  zeal,  the 
traces  of  their  apoftacy.  Never  were  the  catho- , 
lies  more  violently  perfecuted.  The  patriarch 
Mendez  endeavoured  to  fupport  himfelf  in  his 
tottering  condition.  He  claimed  from  the  new 
emperor  a  fulfilment  of  his  oath,  and  the  pro- 
mifes  made  to  the  church  :  he,  however,  re¬ 
ceived  no  other  anfwer  than  that  he  fhould  de¬ 
liver  to  an  officer,  fent  for  the  purpofe,  all  the 
fire-arms  he  had  in  his  palace,  and  difmifs  his 
colleagues  and  all  the  catholic  priefts.  Thofe 
who  concealed  themfelves  and  remained  after 
this  order  were  punifhed  with  death.  The  dif¬ 
ferent  attempts  made  to  re-eftablilh  this  million 
were  entirely  fruitlefs.  The  refult  of  them  was, 
that  they  caufed  the  empire  of  Abylfinia  to  be 
fo  clofely  Ihut  againft  foreigners,  that  we  are 
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entirely  ignorant  of  the  events  which  have  taken 
place  in  it  fince  that  period.  We  know  only 
that  the  hatred  excited  by  the  overbearing  con- 
daft  of  the  jefuits  extends  among  the  Abyfli- 
nians  to  all  Europeans  of  whatever  nation  or  re¬ 
ligion.  They  are  all  confounded  under  the  ge¬ 
neral  name  of  Franks,  which  they  never  pro¬ 
nounce  without  adding  fome  imprecation  or 
malediction. 

I  ' 

Coasts  of  the  Red  Sea  and  of  the  Ocean, 

The  following  reflexions  were  excited  by 
infpefting,  on  a  map,  the  countries  which  lie 
adjacent  to  Abyflfmia.  When  geographers  are 
embarrafled  with  any  vacancy,  occafioned  by  the 
errors  of  travellers,  they  fill  it  up  with  provinces 
of  their  own  creation,  which  they  ereft  into 
kingdoms.  They  raife  mountains,  plant  forefts, 
dig  out  beds  for  rivers,  fcatter  huts  or  tents 
throughout  the  plains,  and  people  cities  with 
inhabitants.  Next  come  the  hiftorians,  who 
give  to  thefe  nations  manners,  cuftoms,  and  re¬ 
ligion  ;  and  who  then  tell  us  that  all  thefe  things 
are  little  known.  This  is  nearly  the  cafe  in 
regard  to  the  coafts  of  the  Red  Sea,  along  the 
borders  of  Abyflinia,  and  beyond  the  Strait  of 
Bab-el-mandel,  comprehending  the  coafts  of  the 
Ocean  and  Zanguebar. 

Barnagafb  is  a  poor  and  fmall  kingdom,  or 
the  laft  province  of  Abyflinia,  the  king  or  go- 
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vernor  of  which  lives  in  a  miferable  and  wretch¬ 
ed  manner  :  we  may,  therefore,  judge  what 
the  hate  of  the  people  mud  be.  Balou  or  Bali  is 
inhabited  by  mahometans,  enemies  to  the  Abyfli- 
nians,  who  enrich  themfelves  by  plunder.  De¬ 
kin  and  Dancali,  on  the  coaft  of  Abek,  are  in¬ 
habited  by  a  people  who  are  the  allies  of  the 
Abylhnians,  and  as  it  were  their  faftors.  It  was 
chiefly  through  their  port,  called  Balyur,  that 
the  Europeans,  invited  by  the  naguhs,  entered 
the  kingdom.  Ajan,  near  Cape  Guardafui,  on 
the  Ocean,  contains  within  its  narrow  but  very 
long  boundaries  the  kingdom  of  Adel.  The 
inhabitants  are  white;  but  they  become  gradually 
browner  towards  the  fouth.  There  are  among 
them  a  great  many  negroes,  and  in  the  back 
part  of  the  country  Bedouin  Arabs,  all  maho¬ 
metans,  mortal  enemies  of  the  Abyfiinians,  and 
interefted  in  being  fo,  becaufe  they  enrich  them¬ 
felves  by  the  plunder  they  take  from  them. 
They  are  no  lefs  hoftile  to  the  Europeans,  againft 
whom  they  carefully  fhut  every  entrance  into 
Abyflinia,  through  a  dread  that  this  harafled 
empire  might  call  in  foreigners  to  defend  it 
from  their  incurfions.  It  is  not,  therefore,  on 
account  of  its  fafety  they  are  fo  vigilant,  but 
that  they  may  be  better  enabled  to  fecure  their 
prey. 

The  king  of  Adel  is  under  the  proteflion  of 
the  grand-feignior,  but  without  being  tributary. 
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His  kingdom,  which  was  formerly  very  extenfive, 
contains  feveral  cities.  It  is  faid  to  have  been 
founded  by  an  Abyfiinian  prince,  of  the  royal 
blood,  who  efcaped  from  a  prifon  in  which  he 
was  confined.  To  maintain  his  power  he  be¬ 
came  a  mahometan.  Being  an  apoltate  and 
perfecuted,  he  had  thus  two  motives  for  enter¬ 
taining  a  mortal  hatred  to  his  former  country¬ 
men  ;  and  his  hatred  transmitted  to  his  defend¬ 
ants  is  the  more  formidable  as  it  is  advantageous 
to  them.  Mangadoxo  borders  upon  Adel.  The 
capital  of  this  kingdom  is  fituated  on  a  bay, 
formed  by  a  river  which  is  fubject  to  an  annual 
inundation.  It  is  a  place  of  confiderable  trade. 
The  inhabitants  are  mahometans ;  and  being  at 
the  fame  time  brave  are  a  fcourge  to  all  their 
neighbours.  They  make  ufe  of  poifoned  arrows. 
Ajan  contains  a  republic  called  Brava.  Seven 
brothers  flying  from  the  tyranny  ot  a  king  of 
Arabia  the  Happy,  to  whom  they  were  fubjefts, 
found  on  this  point  of  land  an  afylum,  which 
they  tranfmitted  to  their  defendants.  The 
Portuguefe,  during  their  firft expeditions,  ravaged 
all  this  coaft,  and  left  behind  them  a  terror 
which  ftill  fubfifts. 

Zanguebar,  which  follows,  .contains  thirty- 
eight  kingdoms,  bordered  by  twenty-one  iflands. 
This  country  is  faid  to  be  covered  with  lakes 
and  forefts,  which  render  the  air  unhealthful. 
The  inhabitants  are  a  ferocious,  hardy,  ignorant 
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people,  who  either  go  quite  naked,  or  clothe 
tbemfelves  in  (kins.  The  greater  part  of  the 
Caffres  are  black.  They  are  extremely  fufpi- 
cious  of  Grangers.  We  have,  therefore,  but  an 
imperfeft  knowledge  of  thefe  thirty-eight  king¬ 
doms,  the  number  and  properties  of  which  are 
not  fully  afcertained.  We  have  more  authen¬ 
tic  information  refpedting  thofe  which  follow. 

Melinda. 

Melinda,  fituated  under  the  line,  produces 
neither  rice  nor  corn ;  but  it  has  potatoes  and 
fruits,  various  kinds  of  plants,  paftures,  and 
flocks  in  abundance.  The  capital,  known  by 
the  fame  name,  enjoys  a  favourable  fituation  ;  is 
well  built ;  and  carries  on  a  confiderable  trade 
in  gold,  copper,  and  quickfilver,  ivory,  and 
drugs,  which  it  gives  in  exchange  for  fluffs  and 
corn.  The  inhabitants  are  of  all  colours,  and  of 
all  religions.  They  ufe  circumcifion,  and  go 
naked.  The  king’s  retinue  is  compofed  of  wo¬ 
men,  who, attend  him  with  fongs,  and  fill  the 
air  which  he  breathes  with  the  odour  of  per¬ 
fumes.  All  his  adtions,  civil  or  domeflic,  and 
all  refolutions  refpedting  peace  or  war,  are  de¬ 
termined  by  the  opinion  of  the  lab  is,  or  footh- 
fayers,  whoforetel  future  events  by  the  entrails 
of  a  deer,  which  they  confult  in  prefence  of  the 
monarch,  To  prevent  their  falling  into  too  great 
miftakeSj  they  no  doubt  take  care  to  have  pre- 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY, 


293 


fcribed  to  them  what  they  ought  to  predift.  No 
perfon  is  exempted  from  being  called  into  a 
court  of  judice ;  not  even  the  great  lords,  who 
may  be  accufed  with  impunity.  The  king  hears 
the  caufe  feated  on  his  throne,  pronounces  fen- 
tence,  and  retires  with  the  criminal  to  an  adjoin¬ 
ing  apartment,  where  the  latter  is  obliged  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  his  fault  in  the  mod;  humiliating  at- 
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titude  :  the  mildnefs  or  feverity  of  the  punifli- 
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ment  depends  on  the  firicerity  of  his  confeflion. 
His  clothes  are  dripped  off,  he  is  flretched  out 
on  the  ground,  and  the  monarch  gives  him  as 
many  blows  with  his  rod  of  juftice  as  he  thinks 
proper  :  he  then  rifes,  puts  on  his  clothes,  re¬ 
turns  the  king  thanks,  and  as  foon  as  he  has 
killed  his  feet,  every  thing  is  forgotten.  He  re¬ 
turns  to  the  hall  with  a  ferene  air  ;  the  king 
difmides  him  in  a  friendly  manner  before  his 
whole  court ;  fends  him  back  to  his  government, 
recommending  to  him  to  adminider  judice  with 
fidelity;  andcaufes  him  to  be  accompanied  with 
the  ufual  marks  of  honour.  Thefe  princes, 
though  formerly  ill  treated  by  the  Portuguefe, 
live  with  them  at  prefent  on  very  good  terms. 
The  chiefs  of  Lamo,  Pemba,  Zauzibar,  Quirim- 
ba,  Amfia,  Anifa,  and  many  other  countries, 
fome  of  which  are  only  five  or  fix  leagues  in  cir¬ 
cumference,  afiume  the  title  of  kings.  Some  of 

them  are  tributarv  to  Portugal. 
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Monbaza,  Quiloa. 

The  capital  of  the  kingdom  of  Monbaza  is  in 
an  ifland.  The  houfes  are  built  in  the  Italian 
manner,  with  terraces  on  which  people  may- 
walk  from  the  one  end  of  the  town  to  the  other. 
The  Portuguefe  attacked  this  place  on  account 
of  its  being  a  convenient  port,  and  took  poflef- 
fion  of  it,  but  were  guilty  of  fo  many  flagrant 
a£ts  of  oppreflion,  that  they  were  expelled,  or 
at  lead;  loft  the  citadel.  They  are  now  only  to¬ 
lerated  ;  and  live  like  the  other  nations  who  are 
invited  hither  by  commerce.  In  this  motly  mix¬ 
ture  of  Moors  and  Caftres,  whites  and  mulat- 
toes,  mahometans  and  pagans,  it  would  be  dif¬ 
ficult  to  guefs  which  were  the  primitive  people. 
This  kingdom  was  expofed  to  the  incurfions  of 
the  Imbis,  a  favage  tribe  in  the  interior  part  of 
Africa.  .^They  live  merely  by  rapine  ;  eat  their 
prifoners,  and  even  their  relations,  whom  they 
knock  on  the  head  when  they  are  fick?  in  order 
that  they  may  .regale  on  their  flefti.  Their  fa¬ 
vourite  beverage  is  human  blood.  Skulls  ferve 
them  as  cups..  When  ready  to  engage  in  com¬ 
bat,  they  are  preceded  by  herds  of  cattle  follow¬ 
ed  by  men  bearing  fire ;  the  meaning  of  which 
is,  that  all  the  prifoners  muft  expefl  to  be  roaft- 
ed  and  devoured.  Nothing  can  be  fo  terrible  as 
the  fate  of  thofe  who  fall  into  the  hands  ofthefe 
cannibals,  and  that  of  the  country,  through 
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which  they  pafs.  Every  one  flies  and  conceals 
himfelf  on  their  approach.  The  mahometans 
have  attempted  to  convert  them,  in  order  that 
they  might  thus  he  civilized,  or  to  deftroy  them, 
but  they  have  fucceeded  in  neither  :  all  they 
have  been  able  to  do  is  to  drive  them  from  their 
neighbourhood  :  but  they  ftill  fometimes  make 
their  appearance.  Thefe  monfters  worfliip  as  dei¬ 
ties  their  horrid  monarchs,  who  afiume  the  title 
of  emperors  of  the  whole  earth,  and  even  brave 
heaven  itfelf.  When  incommoded  by  the  fun  or 
the  rain,  they  bend  their  bows,  and  difcharge 
their  arrows,  accompanied  with  impotent  im¬ 
precations  againft  the  fun  and  the  firmament. 

Quiloa,  which  flands  in  an  ifland,  is  as  well 
built  as  Monbaza.  It  is  peopled  with  the  fame 
variety  of  nations ;  abounds  with  the  fame  pro¬ 
ductions  ;  and  is  enlivened  by  the  fame  com¬ 
merce.  It  has  fuffered  more  than  Monbaza, 
from  the  melancholy  effeCts  of  the  imperious 
fway  of  the  Portuguefe,  who  found  there  kings, 
whofehiftory  is  preferved,  and  whofe  fucceflion 
is  knowm.  Thefe  princes  difdained  to  fubmit  to 
foreigners,  who  came  with  their  artillery  to  fpread 
terror  and  defolation  along  their  coafts  :  they 
refitted  their  attacks,  but  were  overpowered. 
Their  capital,  after  being  plundered,  fell  a  prey 
to  the  flames,  notwithftanding  the  offers  which 
the  kins:  made  of  becoming  tributary  to  Portu- 
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gal,  if  his  citv  was  fared.  Almevda,  the  com- 
mander  of  the  fleet,  had  it  then  in  his  poffeflion. 
The  monarch  required  hoftages  before  he  would 
confent  to  vint  him,  in  order  to  hold  a  con¬ 
ference.  The  haughty  Portuguefe  offered  him 
his  gauntlet.  As  this  was  refufed,  he  wilhed  to 
add  alfo  his  helmet.  None  of  thefe  pledges  be¬ 
ing  thought  fufficient,  the  Portuguefe  foldiers, 
who  were  readv  waiting  with  torches  in  their 
hands,  darted  them  among  the  houfes,  on  a 
fignal  given, and  the  city  was  confumed.  It  was, 
however,  rebuilt,  and  is  now  well  peopled. 
Monbaza  and  Quiloa  have  been  oftener  under 
the  fame  monarch  than  feparated. 

Mozambique. 

Mozambique  is  a  very  fmall  ifland,  but  a  place 
of  great  utilitv  to  the  Portuguefe  for  touching 
at  in  their  voyages  to  India.  They  find  here  all 
kinds  of  refrefnments,  which  are  procured  from 
the  continent,  where  they  are  produced  in  abund¬ 
ance  :  as  for  the  ifland  itfelf,  it  is  entirely  bar¬ 
ren.  It  is  faid  alfo  to  be  only  fix  mulket-fliots 
in  length,  and  two  in  breadth  :  it  is,  therefore, 
almoft  covered  by  the  important  fortrefs  which 
the  Portuguefe  have  conftrudted  on  it,  both  to  de¬ 
fend  the  port,  and  to  keep  in  fubjecfion  the 
petty  kings  of  the  continent,  from  whom  they  re¬ 
ceive  their  provifions,  and  even  water.  In  the 
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ifland  there  is  but  one  {mail  fpring,  which  does 
not  afford  a  fufficient  fupply  of  that  neceffary 
article.  Gold  and  {laves  are  the  principal  ob- 
je£ts  of  the  trade  with  the  coaft,  which  is  carried 
on  by  the  Portuguefe  only  in  an  indirect  man¬ 
ner.  As  the  negroes  have  no  confidence  in  them, 
the  exchanges  are  made  by  means  of  Moorifh  fac¬ 
tors.  The  things  molt  valued  by  the  almofl  fa- 
vage  tribes  of  the  interior  parts  are  bells,  knives, 
fciffars,  and  all  forts  of  toys.  Inftances  are 
known  of  their  giving  fifteen  cows  for  a  razor. 
It  is  certain  that  among  thefe  negroes  there  is  no 
humanity  :  fathers  fell  their  children,  and  child¬ 
ren  their  fathers,  mothers,  and  filters.  They 
carry  on  perpetual  war  with  each  other,  and  eat 
their  pri.foners  :  they  do  not,  therefore,  much 
dread  flavery.  A  few  bracelets,  fmall  rings  of 
gold  or  ivory  put  under  the  lower  and  above  the 
upper  fip,  to  make  them  project,  and  render 
them  large,  with  a  few  red  ftreaks  painted  on 
the  body,  are  the  principal  ornaments  of  the  ne¬ 
groes  of  both  fexes. 

The  Coast  of  Sofala, 

Sofala,  the  capital  of  which  is  alfo  fituated  in 
an  ifland,  is  {till  fubjett  to  Portugal.  It  is  of 
the  fame  utility,  and  attended  with  the  fame 
advantages,  as  Mozambique ;  but  for  the  trade 
with  the  continent  it  is  of  the  utmoft  import¬ 
ance.  On  account  of  the  large  quantity  of  gold 
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which  Sofala  furnifhes,  it  is  fuppofed  to  be  the 
ancient  Ophir  of  Solomon.  When  difcoverea 
by  Anaga,  the  Portuguefe  admiral,  it  was  go¬ 
verned  by  an  old  blind  mahometan  king,  named 
Jufef.  The  Portuguefe  having  alked  permifiion 
to  erect  there  a  fort,  which,  as  they  faid,  would 
be  of  great  fervice  to  that  prince,  he  pretended 
to  believe  them ;  but  when  the  building  was 
pretty  far  advanced,  Mufaph,  his  fon-in-law,  re- 
prefented  to  him  how  dangerous  it  would  be  to 
fiiffer  ftrangers  to  fortify  themfelves  within  his 
dominions.  The  blind  prince,  however,  re¬ 
plied  :  “  Would  you  have  me  attack  thefe 
“  ftrangers  at  the  moment  of  their  arrival,  when 
“  they  are  in  good  health,  and  well  provided 
<e  with  every  thing  neceffary  ?  Suffer  them  to 
“  remain  at  peace  for  fome  time  ;  the  heat  and 
“  the  atmofphere  of  our  climate,  to  which  they 
“  are  not  accuftomed,  will  deftroy  one  half  of 
<c  them,  and  render  the  other  fick  ;  we  may 
“  then  attack  them  with  advantage,  and  fliall 
“  get  poffefhon  of  the  fort  which  they  have  built 
“  for  us.”  Mufaph’s  impatience  would  not  fuf 
fer  the  father-in-law  to  follow  out  his  plan  to 
the  end.  He  was  compelled  to  attack  the  fort  : 
but  the  Portuguefe,  as  he  had  forefeen,  though 
reduced  to  a  fmali  number,  being  ftill  too  vi¬ 
gorous,  not  only  defended  themfelves,  but  pur- 
fued  Jufef  to  his  palace,  where  he  was  put  to 
death.  Since  that  pe-riod,  they  have  kept  the 
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fort,  which  is  ftill  in  their  poffeflion,and  the  kings 
pay  them  tribute.  It  is  even  believed  that  the  lath 
fovereign  was  a  Portuguefe:  perhaps  fome  hidal¬ 
go  of  a  mixed  breed,  who  did  not  difdain  to  (hade 
his  brows  with  an  African  crown.  In  this  king¬ 
dom  there  are  fome  traces  of  police  eftablifh- 
ments.  The  feverity  of  the  laws  againft  adul¬ 
tery  is  carried  lo  far,  that  a  man  found  fitting  on 
the  fame  fopha,  or  the  fame  mat,  with  a  mar¬ 
ried  woman,  is  fubjeffed  to  the  punifnment  of 
death.  The  people  have  great  refpeft  for  the 
memory  of  their  relations,  and  preferve  their 
bones  with  every  mark  of  veneration.  All  kinds 
of  religion  are  prevalent  among  them  ;  but  the 
primitive  inhabitants  are  negroes. 

Monomotapa. 

n  ,  r  t  * 

The  vaft  empire  of  Monomotapa,  which,  in 
many  refpeffs,  may  be  compared  with  that  of 
Abyflinia,  is  faid  to  be  from  feven  to  eight  hun¬ 
dred  leagues  in  circumference.  The  air,  in  ge¬ 
neral,  is  good,  and  the  foil  fertile.  The  inhabi¬ 
tants  are  expofed  in  fome  places  to  intenfe  heat, 
and  in  others  to  extreme  cold ;  for  while  the 
plains  are  fcorched  by  die  fun,  the  mountains 
are  covered  with  fnow.  It  is  obferved,  with 
fome  degree  of  aftonifhment,  that  thefe  people, 
though  at  a  diflance  from  the  tropic,  are  real 
negroes ;  whereas  in  the  diftri&s  of  Lybia  and 
America,  where  the  fun  is  vertical,  the  inha- 
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bitants  have  neither  a  black  colour,  nor  woolly 
hair.  Young  perfons  of  both  fexes  go  almoft 
entirely  naked,  having  no  covering  except  what 
modefty  dictates  :  the  reft  leave  their  bodies 
bare  as  far  as  the  girdle.  Polygamy  is  ufual 
among  them.  The  ,firft  woman  whom  a  huf- 
band  marries  is  always  miftrefs  of  his  family,  and 
her  children  inherit  his  property.  It  is  not  al¬ 
lowed,  even  at  court,  to  wear  ftuffs  of  foreign 
manufacture,  left  they  fhould  be  attended  with 
fome  fecret  charm.  This  political  law  has,  in 
all  appearance,  been  fupported  by  fuperfti- 
tion,  in  order  that  it  might  be  more  ftriCtly 
obferved. 

The  emperor’s  retinue  is  fplendid.  When  he 
appears  in  public,  on  days  of  ceremony,  he  wears 
a  frnall  fpade  fufpended  by  his  fide,  the  emblem 
of  agricultural  induftry ;  and  has  in  each  hand 
an  arrow,  one  of  which  is  the  fymbol  of  punifh- 
ment,  and  the  other  of  protection.  The  govern¬ 
ment  is  exceedingly  mild.  There  are  no  taxes, 
and  the  emperor  requires  nothing  from  his  fub- 
je£ts  but  a  few  days’  labour.  He  even  takes  care 
to  fupply  the  labourers  with  provifions,  though 
he  is  not  bound  to  do  fo  ;  and  hence  it  happens, 
that  every  one,  inftead  of  fhunning,  is  eager  to 
difcharge  his  talk.  The  children  of  the  tributary 
princes  or  great  officers  of  ftate  are  educated 
at  court,  where  they  are  infpired  with  fidelity  to 
the  fovereign,  and  ferve  as  pledges  for  that  of 
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their  parents.  Every  year  the  monarch  fends 
all  the  provinces  an  officer,  on  whofe  arrival  the 
people  every-where  extinguilh  their  fires ;  but 
they  receive  from  his  hands  fomething  to  re¬ 
kindle  them.  A  refufal  to  conform  to  this 
ufage  is  confidered  as  an  aft  of  rebellion.  This 
ceremony,  therefore,  is  like  an  oath  of  alle¬ 
giance.  Thefe  monarchs  are  greatly  beloved  by 
their  fubjefts,  whofe  affeftion  they  take  care  to 
preferve  by  frequent  marks  of  benevolence. 
When  the  king  drinks,  fneezes,  or  coughs,  one 
of  the  grandees  prefent  calls  out  with  a  loud 
voice :  “  Pray  for  the  health  and  profperity 
“  of  the  emperor.”  The  fame  words  are  repeat¬ 
ed  from  mouth  to  mouth  ;  and  this  invitation  is 
thus  propagated  even  to  the  extremity  of  the 
empire. 

The  adminiftration  of  juftice  is  fpeedy  and  fe- 
vere  :  one  mode  is  by  a  purgative  draught, 
which  is  employed  as  the  water  of  bitternefs  was 
among  the  Jews.  Thofe  on  whom  it  produces 
no  effeft  are  declared  innocent.  The  capital  is 
beautiful,  and  contains  an  emprefs  and  nine 
queens,  each  of  whom  has  a  diftinft  court.  One 
of  them  is  the  proteftrefs  of  the  Portuguefe,  and 
another  of  the  Moors.  All  the  reft  have  each 
fome  fuperintendence  of  the  like  kind.  Harveft: 
is  a  period  of  feftivity,  and  the  emperor  never 
fails  to  atten  d  it.  When  he  is  prevented  by  war 
or  other  bufinefs,  the  emprefs  prefides  in  his 
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Head.  Care  is  taken  that  the  court  may  be  al¬ 
ways  accompanied  by  a  number  of  rope-dancers, 
muficians,  and  buffoons,  to  amufe  the  populace  : 
the  chiefs  of  thefe  bands  are  men  of  import¬ 
ance.  There  are  here  regular'armies,  which  are 
called  out  in  turns.  One  province  of  the  country 
is  fuppofed  to  be  inhabited  by  amazons.  How¬ 
ever  this  may  be,  it  is  certain  that  there  are  al¬ 
ways  in  the  armies  bodies  of  women.  Their 
arms  are  bows  and  arrows,  javelins,  fabres,  cut- 
laffes,  poniards,  and  light  battle-axes,  exceed¬ 
ingly  fharp  :  thefe  they  manage  with  great 
dexterity ;  becaufe  they  are  taught  to  ufe  them 
from  their  infancy.  The  emperor  prefers  them 
to  his  other  troops  for  guarding  his  perfon.  He 
has  alfo  a  pack  of  two  hundred  dogs,  whom 
he  confiders  as  not  the  lead  faithful  of  his  pro- 
tedlors. 

Among  the  dignitaries  of  his  court,  the  chief 
are  :  the  governor  of  the  kingdom ;  the  mafter  of 
his  houfehold,  who  has  the  fingular  privilege  of 
naming  the  emprefs  on  the  deceafe  of  the  reign¬ 
ing  one,  but  in  regard  to  this  point  he  and  the 
emperor  underfland  each  other ;  the  captain  of 
the  muficians;  the  chief  of  the  foothfayers;  the 
keeper  of  the  pharmaceutic  articles — the  oil 
utenfils,  and  ingredients  which  the  chief  footh- 
fayer  employs; — and  the  porter.  The  two  chiefs 
of  the  kitchen  are  generally  princes  of  the  blood, 
and  the  cooks  are  all  people  of  quality.  They 
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never  ferve  after  they  are  twenty  years  of  age. 
It  is  fuppofed  that  before  that  period  they  have 
never  known  a  woman  :  if  they  deceived  in  re¬ 
gard  to  this  point,  they  would  be  expofed  to  the 
fevered  punithment.  The  emperor  is  never  feen 
while  at  his  meals.  It  appears  that  the  ancient 
religion  was  paganifm,  but  without  polytheifm 
and  idolatry;  or  rather  a  kind  of  tbeifm,  mixed 
with  vague  notions  of  Chrillianity,  and  fuper- 
ffitions  which,  however,  are  not  difgraced  by 
inhumanity.  The  foretelling  of  future  events 
by  the  calling  of  lots  is  punilhed.  They  ac¬ 
knowledge  a  fovereign  being,  whom  they  call 
the  creator  and  governor  of  the  world.  They 
pay  a  great  many  honours  to  a  virgin  ;  and  have 
temples  and  convents  dedicated  to  her,  in  which 
they  devote  their  daughters  to  celibacy, as  among 
the  catholics,  the  Greeks,  and  the.  Abyffinians. 
It  is  believed  that  they  have  long  had  intercourfe 
with  the  lallmentioned  people  ;  and  it  is  faid 
that  the  two  empires  were  once  united,  though 
they  are  at  a  great  dillance  from  each  other. 
They  invoke  the  dead,  and  pray  for  them.  One 
of  their  emperors  caufed  himfelfto  be  baptized 
byajefuit;  but  he  abandoned  the  faith  when 
informed  that  he  mull  abfolutely  renounce  a 
plurality  of  women.  The  Portuguefe  are  in 
poffeffion  of  the  gold  mines,  which  are  under 
the  protection  of  the  forts  they  have  been  per- 
ijiitted  to  conhruct.  Gold  is  found  alfo  among 
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the  fand  at  the  furface  of  the  earth.  No  country 
is  more  abundant  in  elephants.  There  are 
oftriches  in  it  as  large  as  oxen ;  but  thefe  oxen, 
no  doubt,  mutt  be  of  fmall  fize. 

The  hiftory  of  the  laft  emperor  with  whom 
we  are  acquainted  is  as  follows.  A  bloody 
war  took  place  between  the  children  of  Fami- 
gar-Bachi,  who  at  the  age  of  forty-feven  left 
fixty-four  fons.  They  were  all  deftroyed  in  the 
conteft  except  three.  Two  of  thefe  agreed  to 
reign  each  fix  months  in  turn.  The  firfl  who 
occupied  the  throne  difpatched  the  fecond,  and 
the  former  was  killed  by  one  of  his  uncles 
named  Nahi ;  the  third  made  his  efcape  to  a  dis¬ 
tant  country,  where  he  purchafed  a  fmall  eftate, 
which  he  cultivated  with  his  own  hands,  and 
where  he  lived  in  retirement.  He  married,  and 
had  a  fon  named  Alfondi.  This  prince,  as  he 
grew  up,  acquired  the  love  and  excited  the  ad¬ 
miration  of  all  thofe  around  him  by  his  modefty 
and  the  gentlenefs  of  his  difpofition.  In  the 
courfe  of  time  he  tignalized  his  courage  and  in¬ 
trepidity  in  hunting  elephants,  lions,  tigers,  and 
other  ferocious  animals. 

Having  heard  of  a  war  kindled  up  in  Mono- 
motapa,  between  Nahi  his  grand  uncle,  of 
whole  relationthip  he  was  ignorant,  and  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  king,  he  provided  himfelf  with  arms 
an  horfes,  and,  at  the  head  of  a  choice  body  of 
trocy  ■.  marched  to  offer  his  fervices  to  the  em- 
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peror.  Alfondi  foon  diftinguiffied  himfelf  by 
exploits,  which  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
whole  army.  He  excited,  above  all,  the  notice 
of  his  grand-uncle,  who  gave  him  the  command 
of  a  body  of  troops,  with  which  he  difplayed 
his  military  talents  fo  much,  that  Nahi  thought 
he  could  not  do  better  than  to  put  him  at  the 
head  of  the  army.  In  the  courfe  of  fix  months 
the  young  general  gained  fo  many  battles  that  he 
compelled  the  enemy  to  fue  for  peace.  In  order  - 
to  reward  his  fervices,  the  emperor  gave  him 
the  princefs  his  daughter  in  marriage,  without 
having  the  lead;  fufpicion  of  his  real  birth.  Al- 
fondi  was  equally  ignorant  of  it  himfelf.  By  a 
fentiment  extremely  natural  he  invited  his  fa¬ 
ther  to  be  a  witnefs  of  his  good  fortune.  The 
old  monarch  recognized  in  his  fon-in-law  the 
nephew  whofe  throne  he  occupied.  He  re- 
figned  the  fceptre  to  him  with  pleafure,  and  the 
new  king  transferred  it  to  his  fon.  He  was 
crowned  with  his  fpoufe  amidft  the  acclamations 
of  the  people,  whofe  efleem  he  never  ceafed  to 
merit  by  his  juftice  and  beneficence.  It  would 
not  be  difficult,  with  the  help  of  a  few  embel- 
liffiments,  to  convert  this  hiftoryinto  an  intereft- 
ing  romance. 

Moxcemugi. 

Vaft  empires  may  be  eafily  cut  out  in  the  de- 
lerts  which  lie  remote  from  the  coafls.  Monce- 
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mugi  is  one  of  thofe  kingdoms,  which  the  inria* 
gination  may  extend  as  far  as  it  choofes,  with¬ 
out  being  checked  by  any  certain  bounds,  ex¬ 
cept  in  defcending  towards  the  fea,  where  it  is 
bordered  by  Monomotapa,  and  the  other  coun¬ 
tries  already  described.  We  are  indebted  to 
the  intermediate  nations  for  every  thing  we 
know  refpecting  it.  The  accounts  given  of  this 
kingdom  pafs  from  mouth  to  mouth  among  the 
curious  Europeans,  as  their  riches  pafs  from 
hand  to  hand  ;  but  neither  of  them  are  thus 
tranfmitted  without  alteration.  We  however 
know  that  it  is  an  abfolute  monarchy,  and  that 
it  contains  idolaters,  mahornetans,  and  caffres. 
By  the  laft  is  underftood  infidels,  and  people 
defiitute  of  religion.  By  caffres  the  Europeans 
underhand  alfo  negroes,  who  form  the  greater 
part  of  the  population  of  Moncemugt. 

There  are  found  here  alfo,  under  the  name  of 
Giagas,  the  Imbis  or  the  fame  favage  people 
who  harafs  Mombaza  and  Quiloa.  It  is  not 
improbable,  that  they  may  be  the  fame  alfo  as> 
the  G alii,  who  ftrike  fo  much  terror  into  the 
Abyffinians.  It  is  the  centre  of  Africa,  which 
gives  birth  to  thefe  monfters,  along  with  lions 
and  tigers,  who  equally  thirft  after  blood.  The 
emperor  of  Monoemugi,  much  to  his  fhame, 
employs  thefe  cannibals  againft  a  republic  of 
Amazons,  who  often  make  incurfions  into  the 
fouthern  frontiers  of  his  hates.  He  keeps  thefe 
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female  warriors  in  check  by  means  of  the  Gia- 
gas  ;  not  becaufe  they  dread  their  valour,  but 
becaufe  they  fear  their  barbarity,  and  are  ap- 
prehenfive  of  being  roafted  alive  by  that  diabo¬ 
lical  race ;  fo  that  when  their  troops  engage 
the  conteft  is  dreadful,  and  no  quarter  is  given 
on  either  fide.  This  appears  to  be  an  epifode 
in  the  romance  of  Alfondi. 

\ 

Caffraria. 

There  is  no  country  properly  called  Caffraria; 
but  as  this  word  fignifies  the  country  of  infidels* 
the  name  of  Caffraria  may  be  juftly  given  to 
thofe  vaft  regions  which  extend  from  the  Hot¬ 
tentots  to  the  equinoftial  line,  or  beyond  it,  as 
the  inhabitants  are  idolaters,  abandoned  to  the 
ftrangeft  and  moll  inhuman  fuperftitions,  and  to 
forcery,  much  more  than  any  other  nation  in  the 
world.  The  cruelty  and  ferocity  of  thefe  fa- 
vages,  added  to  the  exceffive  heat  and  bad  air 
of  the  climate,  deterred  the  miffionaries  from 
rifquing  their  lives  and  their  labours  by  going 
thither.  Few  have  penetrated  very  far  into  the 
country.  Of  thofe  who  attempted  to  do  fo, 
fbme  foon  died  by  the  unwholefomenefs  of  the 
climate,  the  bad  nourilhment,  and  the  dreadful 
fatigue  to  which  they  were  expofed ;  and  the 
reft  were  difcouraged  from  remaining  among 
thefe  favages  by  the  little  fuccefs  they  expe¬ 
rienced.  On  their  return  they  publifhed  fuch 
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Shocking  accounts  of  their  fufFerings,  that  no 
more  miflionaries  were  fent  out :  and  hence  it 
happens  that  we  are  fo  little,  acquainted  with 
the  interior  parts  of  this  vaft  country. 

Hottentots. 

The  extremity  of  Africa  is  inhabited  by  the 
Hottentots,  an  indigenous  nation,  who  mult  not 
be  confounded  with  the  cadres.  They  are  a  dif¬ 
ferent  people,  who  have  neither  the  fame  colour 
nor  the  fame  manners.  They  feem  to  have  fome 
nfttions  of  the  deluge.  We  may  fuppofe  them  to 
be  the  progeny  of  the  ancient  Troglodytes,  de- 
fcended  from  Abraham  by  his  wife  Kethura. 
Their  language  is  a  compound  of  the  mod;  ex¬ 
traordinary  founds.  It  refembles  the  clucking 
of  turkey-cocks  when  they  fight,  mixed  with 
the  chattering  of  the  magpie  and  the  Screaming 
of  the  owl.  The  ear  can  diftinguiffi  in  it  no¬ 
thing  articulate.  It  is  a  kind  of  monfler  among 
languages.  The  pronounciation  depends  upon 
certain  impulfes  of  the  tongue  againft  the  pa¬ 
late,  and  certain  vibrations  of  fuch  a  ftrange 
nature,  that  it  is  impoffible  for  any  but  thofe 
who  have  been  accuftomed  to  them  from  their 
infancy  to  perform  them.  It  is  equally  diffi¬ 
cult  for  the  Hottentots  to  learn  our  languages, 
which  they  never  fpeak  well.  Their  country, 
which  is  mountainous,  contains  beautiful  mea¬ 
dows  in  the  defiles,  and  even  on  the  Summits, 
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watered  by  ftreams  of  the  pureft  water  in  the 
world.  The  fea  around  them  is  well  ftored 
with  fhli.  'I  hefe  people  fwim  in  an  upright 
polfure,  as  if  walking,  and  make  ufe  of  their 
arms  as  a  balancing  pole.  This  is  a  Angularity 
peculiar  to  them  which  ought  to  be  imitated. 

The  Hottentot  nation,  which  is  very  confi- 
derable,  confifts  entirely  of  wandering  tribes,  as 
every  palloral  nation  mull  be  ;  but  they  wander 
only  within  a  certain  fpace  ;  that  is  to  fay,  the 
Hottentots,  after  having  exhaulfed  one  diftrifit 
of  their  land,  remove  their  huts  to  another,  and 
return  to  the  former,  which  they  find  in  a  little 
time  covered  with  new  grafs.  By  thefe  means 
the  different  tribes  are  never  confounded.  They 
carry  on  war  againfi:  each  other.  Their  quar¬ 
rels,  when  any  arife,  are  determined  by  neigh¬ 
bours.  They  give  mutual  afiiflance  to  each 
other  to  repel  a  common  enemy;  and  the  Dutch 
have  fometimes  experienced,  to  their  great  lofs, 
the  force  of  fuch  leagues. 

When  a  child  is  born,  they  wafii  it  with  the 
juice  of  figs,  which  they  fuffer  its  body  to  im¬ 
bibe  in  the  fun ;  and  afterwards  anoint  it  with 
greafe,  or  greafe  mixed  with  butter.  The  fa¬ 
ther  or  mother  gives  it  the  named f  fome  animal 
for  which  they  have  the  greateff  fondnefs ;  and 
as  foon  as  weaned,  they  teach  it  to  fmoke.  The 
Hottentots  are  of  a  good  ftature ;  they  are  llraight 
r-r d  well  made,  and  from  five  feet  and  a  half  to 
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fix  feet  in  height.  The  women  are  fmaller :  theif 
complexion  is  of  an  olive  colour.  They  have 
large  heads,  lively  eyes,  a  flat  nofe,  thick  lips, 
teeth'  white  as  ivory,  hair  like  that  of  negroes 
and  exceedingly  black,  and  large  broad  feet. 
Thofe  of  the  women,  however,  are  fmall  and 
delicate.  Nature,  as  if  the  wifhed  to  fpare  their 
modefty,  has  given  them,  according  to  the  ac¬ 
count  of  fome  travellers,  a  piece  of  hard  tkin, 
which  hangs  down  from  the  lower  part  of  the 
belly,  and  forms  a  kind  of  fmall  apron:  a  Angula¬ 
rity  which  muft  be  exclufively  peculiar  to  the 
Hottentot  race. 

There  is  not  a  more  indolent  being  in  the 
world'  than  a  Hottentot :  “  To  think,”  fays  he, 
“  is  to  labour  :  and  to  labour,  is  the  fcourge  of 
“  life.”  Thefe  people,  therefore,  fpend  the 
greater  part  of  it  in  idlenefs,  and  the  rnoft  afto- 
nifhing  ignorance.  On  certain  occafions,  how¬ 
ever,  they  can  exert  the  utmoft  aftivity.  In  run¬ 
ning  they  furpafs  the  fleeted  horfe  ;  make  ufe 
of  the  bow  with  great  dexterity  ;  and  difcharge 
flones  as  well  as  their  affagays  and  rackums,  or 
flicks,  with  great  force  and  precifion.  They  are 
diftinguifhed  for  their  affection  to  each  other, 
their  hofpitality  and  their  compaflion  toward? 
the  unfortunate  and  Arangers  :  but  this  natural 
benevolence — fuch  is  the  force  of  early  preju¬ 
dices — is  belied  by  their  barbarous  conduct  to 
decrepid  old  men,  were  they  even  their  fathers, 
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When  a  man  has  attained  to  that  date,  the  fon, 
or  neared  relation,  adembles  all  the  male  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  kraal  or  hamlet ;  reprefents  to  them 
the  miferable  condition  of  the  old  man ;  and  re¬ 
quires  that  he  may  be  banilhed  from  among 
them.  This  demand  is  never  refufed.  They 
then  place  him  upon  a  riding-ox,  and,  followed 
by  a  great  part  of  the  inhabitants,  conduft  him 
to  a  hut  erefted  on  purpofe  in  fome  remote 
and  folitary  fpot.  They  depofit  a  few  articles 
of  provifion  within  his  reach,  and  then  depart ; 
thus  leaving  him  to  perifh  of  age  and  hunger,  if 
he  is  not  devoured  by  favage  animals.  When  a 
woman  brings  forth  twins,  they  always  put  to 
death  one  of  them.  Another  cudorn,  no  lefs 
whimlical,  is,  that  a  Hottentot,  when  he  comes 
of  age,  and  is  received  among  the  men,  mud 
beat  his  mother,  to  ihew  that  he  is  no  longer  a 
child. 

Their  drefs  confids  of  a  mantle  which  thev 
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call  krofs,  made  of  the  fkin  of  fome  animal  well 
rubbed  over  with  cows’  dung,  butter,  or  greafe, 
either  frefli  or  rancid,  as  to  them  both  are  equally 
agreeable.  It  may  be  faid,  in  general,  that  this 
ointment  is  their  real  covering  ;  for  on  all  folemn 
occafions  and  days  of  ceremony,  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  thefe  greafy  fubdances,  with  which  they 
make  ftripes  on  their  bodies  and  befprinkle  them 
with  foot,  chalk,  or  a  red  powder  named  buc'm, 
forms  their  principal  ornament.  The  men  go 
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bare-beaded  but  the  women  wear  a  kind  of 
caps.  They  confider  it  highly  elegant  to  fufpend 
blown  bladders  from  their  hair.  The  covering 
of  their  legs,  which  alfo  diftinguifhes  them  from 
the  men,  confifts  of  the  bowels  of  animals  newly 
killed  bound  round  their  ancles  in  the  form  of 
half-boots.  As  a  badge  of  heroifm,  they  place, 
in  great  ceremony,  around  the  neck  of  a  man 
who  has  rendered  himfelf  famous  by  killing  fome 
ferocious  bealt,  the  bloody  inteftines  of  the 
animal  or  of  any  other,  and  leave  them  there 
till  they  become  putrid,  fo  that  they  may  be 
finelt  at  a  distance.  One  mark  of  their  cleanlinefs 
is,  to  carry  always  in  their  hand  the  tail  of  a  fox 
or  wild  cat,  which  ferves  them  as  a  handkerchief. 
They  live  nlerely  on  ffefh ;  pork,  fifh  without 
fcales,  hards,  and  rabbits,  are  forbidden  to  the 
men  by  their  traditions.  The  two  latter  animals 
are  allowed  to  the  women  ;  but  both  fexes  eat 
with  great  avidity  old  hides,  from  which  they 
tear  off  the  hair  after  they  have  foftened  them  in 
water.  When  broiled  on  the  coals  they  form  a 
delicious  morfel.  They  do  not  even  negleft 
their  own  vermin.  They  never  make  ufe  of  fait 
or  fpiceries.  Their  ufual  drink  is  water  cows* 
milk  for  the  men,  and  that  of  fheep  for  the 
women.  A  man  never  eats  with  his  wife,  but 
on  the  day  of  his  wedding.  Both  fexes  are 
paffionately  fond  of  brandy  and  tobacco. 

Their  hamlets  are  called  kraals.  They  have 
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each  an  hereditary  chief,  as  well  as  a  general  chief 
of  the  tribe  who  is  called  konque.  The  latter 
commands  the  army ;  direfts  all  their  negocia- 
tions  ;  prelides  in  the  council,  and  judges  civil 
and  criminal  caufes  brought  before  him  by  ap¬ 
peal  from  the  other  kraals.  Their  huts  are  con- 
ftru&ed  of  very  thick  mats,  made  of  ruthes, 
which  are  manufactured  by  the  women.  They 
are  ereCted  by  the  men,  who  make  all  the  houfe- 
hold  utenfils  as  well  as  their  arms,  when  they 
choofe  to  give  themfelves  the  trouble.  They 
manage  metals  with  dexterity;  are  good  potters, 
and  remarkably  expert  in  the  care  of  cattle  and 
fheep.  The  quality  of  doftor  to  thefe  valuable 
animals  is  a  dignity  in  the  kraal,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  that  of  midwife.  The  latter  is  chofen 
by  the  women.  A  third  dignity,  fuperior  to  the 
other  twro,  is  matter  of  the  religious  ceremonies. 
The  perfon  inverted  with  it  folemnizes  marriages 
and  funerals,  and  performs  the  operation  of  de¬ 
priving  the  males  of  one  terticle.  All  the  men, 
under  pain  of  death,  rauil  be  fubjefted  to  this 
cruel  and  lingular  law,  between  the  age  of  eight 
and  nine.  They  pretend  that  to  the  want  of  the 
left  tefticle  they  are  indebted  for  their  great 
agility  in  running  ;  but  it  is  fuppofed  to  be  a 
religious  ceremony,  for  which  they  can  affign  no 
reafon. 

It  is  difficult  to  defcribe  the  whimfical  cere¬ 
monies  which  accompany  their  marriages,  their 
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funerals,  and  the  principal  a£Hons  of  their  life — - 
fuch  as  being  received  among  the  number  of 
the  men,  or  being  declared  a  hero.  In  regard 
to  the  nuptial  ceremony,  the  men  fquat  down 
in  a  circle,  and  the  women  do  the  fame  at  fome 
diftance.  1  he  prieft,  or  Juri ,  then  enters  the 
circle  of  the  men,  and  befprinkles  the  future 
fpoufe  with  his  urine  j  after  which  he  proceeds 
to  the  bride  and  does  the  fame  thing-,  going; 
backwards  and  forwards  from  the  one  to  the 
other  three  times,  if  his  refervoir  holds  out. 
While  befprinkling  them  he  repeats  the  follow¬ 
ing  form  of  prayer  :  “  May  you  long  live  happy 
“  together  !  may  you  have  a  fon  before  the  end 
“  of  the  year,  and  may  that  fon  be  a  comfort  to 
“  your  old  age  !  may  he  be  a  man  of  courage  and 
“  a  great  hunter!”  At  funerals  the  fame  cere¬ 
mony  is  performed  by  two  old  men,  one  of  whom 
befprinkles  the  male  circle  and  the  other  the 
female.  Before  a  child  can  be  admitted  to  the 
rank  of  the  men  he  muft  be  examined  and  have 
the  confent  of  the  kraal.  When  approved,  he 
is  befprinkled,  amidft  a  circle  of  the  male  fex,  by 
an  old  man  who  addreffes  him  in  the  following 
manner  :  “  All  thy  words,  thoughts,  and  adfions, 
“  muft  in  future  be  worthy  of  a  man  who  has 
44  attained  to  the  years  of  maturity.  May  thy 
44  good  fortune  long  attend  thee  !  increafe  and 
<c  multiply.  May  thy  beard  foon  appear  ! 
*(  Avoid  the  company  of  thy  mother,  under  pain 
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tc  of  being  banifhed  from  the  fociety  of  the 
“  men.”  Before  this  period  the  young  man  ru.3 
frequented  the  company  only  of  the  women, 
who  teach  all  the  cuftoms,  laws,  ceremonies, 
practices,  and  traditions  of  the  nation.  They 
are  the  depofitaries  of  them.  In  a  word,  to 
eftablifh  the  courage  of  a  young  man  and  raife 
him  to  the  dignity  of  a  worthy  he  muft  be  be- 
fprinkled  alfo  by  fome  warrior  decorated  with 
the  heroic  ruff.  All  thofe  fubjected  to  this  cere¬ 
mony  not  only  receive  the  facred  afperfion  with 
gravity  and  refpedt,  but  they  haften  to  rub  it 
over  their  bodies,  making  furrows  in  the  greafe 
with  their  nails  in  order  that  the  water  may 
reach  their  fkin,  as  if  anxious  that  a  drop  of  it 
might  not  be  loft. 

The  religion  of  the  Hottentots  is  very  little 
known.  When  afked  any  queftions  on  this 
fubjeft  they  obferve  an  obftinate  filence  and  re¬ 
turn  no  anfwer.  No  people  are  more  bigotted 
to  their  cuftoms  and  traditions.  It  is  impoftible 
to  convert  one  of  them.  We  know  that  they 
believe  in  a  fupreme  being  whom  they  call  the 
God  of  Gods.  They  offer  to  him  neither  prefents 
nor  victims  ;  but  they  make  facrifices  to  the 
moon,  which  they  honour  as  an  inferior  deity, 
the  fenfible  image  of  an  invifible  God.  They 
adore,  with  profound  veneration,  a  certain  infect 
or  beetle,  which  is  peculiar  to  their  country. 
|ts  back  and  belly  are  green  with  red  and  white 
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,  foots  ;  it  has  two  wings,  and  its  head  is  furnifhec! 
Vith  two  horns.  As  foon  as  it  is  obferved,  the 
whole  village  cover  their  bodies  with  buchu , 
begin  to  dance  and  to  ling,  and  make  a  noife 
with  the  gom-gom,  which  is  of  two  kinds,  the  large 
and  fmall.  This  inftrument  is  compofed  of  a 
calebalh,  and  emits  a  hoarfe  hollow  found. 
Happy,  thrice  happy,  is  the  fortunate  mortal 
on  whom  the  beneficent  infect  alights  !  He  be¬ 
comes  himfelf  a  kind  of  idol  or  an  objedt  of 
worfhip. 

They  believe  in  the  immortality  of  the  foul, 
and  that  after  death  it  hovers  around  its  former 
manfion.  For  this  reafon  they  take  care  to  leave 
entire  the  hut  of  a  deceafed  perfon,  his  furni¬ 
ture,  and  his  arms.  As  foon  as  a  man  or  a  wo¬ 
man  dies,  they  abandon  the  fpot,  and  decamp. 
They  offer  up  facrifices  to  a  malignant  deity, 
named  Tonquoa ,  merely  on  chance,  without 
knowing  whether  they  have  offended  him  ;  but 
as  they  believe  that  he  treats  as  offences  what¬ 
ever  he  thinks  proper,  they  endeavour  to  fecure 
his  favour.  Before  they  enter  the  water  to  crofs 
a  river,  they  always  throw  fome  of  it  over  their 
body.  In  general,  before  they  attempt  any  dif¬ 
ficult  or  hazardous  enterprize,  they  affume  a 
grave,  ferious,  and  thoughtful  air.  Singingand 
dancing  form  part  of  all  their  ceremonies,  except 
thofe  of  marriage.  Polygamy  is  allowed,  but  it 
is  not  common.  They  admit  of  divorre,  and  nj;- 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY* 

nifli  adultery.  They  have  fome  traditions,  which, 
they  preferve  with  great  care.  One  o t  them  is, 
that  their  firft  parents  offended  the  fupreme  Be¬ 
ing  fo  much,  that  he  curfed  them  and  their  po- 
fterity,  and  hardened  their  hearts.  Another  is, 
that  when  God  fent  them  to  their  prefent 
country,  they  entered  it  by  a  window.  The 
name  of  the  man  was  Noh,  that  of  the  woman 
Hinguoh. 

The  Dutch  purchafed  from  the  Hottentots  all 
the  land  which  they  poffefs  at  the  Cape.  They 
paid  the  price  with  hone  fly,  and  fulfilled  with 
fcrupulous  exaflnefs  all  the  conditions  by  which 
the  rights  and  limits  of  the  two  people  were  re¬ 
gulated.  Some  evil-minded  perfons,  however, 
involved  them  in  hoftili ties  ;  but  both  parties 
found  fo  little  advantage  in  war,  that  they  foon 
entered  into  a  treaty  of  peace.  It  feems  to  be 
eftabliihed  on  the  bafis  of  confidence  and  mutual 
benefit ;  and,  of  courfe,  muft  be  lading.  The 
planters  have  extended  a  great  way  into  the 
country.  They  are  rivals  to  the  natives,  not  only 
in  their  care  of  cattle,  but  in  what  concerns 
agriculture,  which  the  Hottentots  have  at  length 
learned  not  to  negleft. 


Bencuela. 

We  have  already  entered  the  country  of  mon¬ 
gers,  and  fhall  now  continue  to  advance.  Un- 
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happy  human  race,  to  what  excefles  may  it  not 
abandon  itfelf! 

The  kingdom  of  Benguela  is  one  of  the  moll 
unwholefome  in  the  world.  The  ftagnant  waters, 
expofed  to  the  aCiion  of  the  fcorching  fun,  foon 
become  putrid,  and  the  earth  even  poifons  its 
productions.  It  mull,  however,  be  confeffed, 
that  the  whole  coaft  is  not  curfed  with  the  fame 
evils ;  but  the  inhabitants  of  the  countries  ex¬ 
pofed  to  them  are  obliged  to  bring  from  other 
diftridfs  whatever  they  eat  or  drink.  Notwith- 
ftanding  this  precaution,  the  fmall  number  who 
efcape  the  malignity  of  the  climate  have  a  re- 
femblance  to  fpeftres  rather  than  to  human  be¬ 
ings.  Their  voice  is  fo  broken  that  one  might 
be  induced  to  believe  that  they  voluntarily  con¬ 
fine  their  breath  between  their  teeth.  Yet,  as 
if  the  fcourges  of  nature  were  not  fufficient, 
thefe  negroes  employ  the  little  induftry  they 
poffefs  to  augment  their  evils.  Eefides  violence, 
there  is  no  ftratagem  which  they  do  not  employ 
to  furprize  their  countrymen,  in  order  that  they 
may  fell  them  as  flaves.  Their  women,  accom¬ 
plices  in  this  horrid  robbery,  feduce  gallants  by 
carefies ;  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  caught  by  their 
hufbands,  and  caufe  thefe  viCtims  of  lafcivious 
paffion  to  be  transferred  from  their  arms  into 
chains.  They  are  liars,  affafims,  and  thieves, 
deltitute  of  morality  or  religion,  and  have  not  a 
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fingle  virtue  to  make  up  for  tbefe  vices  ;  fo 
that  we  might  be  tempted  not  to  pity  them  on 
account  of  the  ravages  occafioned  in  their  coun¬ 
try  by  the  Giagas. 

Thefe  people,  called  alfo  Jajas,  if  we  may 
judge  from  their  ferocity,  are~in  all  probability 
the  fame  as  the  Imbis  and  the  Galli.  A  travel-* 
ler,  who  redded  feveral  years  among  them,  has 
made  us  acquainted  with  their  cuftoms.  The 
title  given  to  their  chief  is  great  Giaga.  He  has 
twenty  thoufand  men,  under  the  command  of 
twelve  captains.  He  never  undertakes  any 
thing  without  confulting  the  devil,  whom  they 
call  mckijfo.  This  ceremony  continues  a  whole 
day:  he  is  afiifted  by  fifty  women  and  two 
forcerers,  who  make  a  variety  of  geftures  around 
him,  and  repeat  certain  incantations.  They 
dye  his  forehead,  temples,  and  belly,  with  pow¬ 
ders,  confecrated  by  their  magical  words  over 
a  large  fire  ■,  put  into  his  hand  his  cajingola , 
or  hatchet ;  and  fav  to  him:  <c  Go,  march 
“  againft  the  enemy ;  fpare  no  one,  for  thy 
“  mokijfo  will  attend  thee.”  His  firfl  exploit 
is  to  fplit  the  head  of  a  young  boy,  who  is 
brought  to  him  for  that  purpofe.  This  boy 
is  followed  by  four  men,  two  of  whom  he 
butchers  himfelf ;  the  other  two  are  put  to 
death  by  his  orders  without  the  camp :  a  ge¬ 
neral  entertainment  then  takes  place;  and  re¬ 
calls  are  given  at  which  human  flefh  is  not  fpar- 
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ed.  They  have  no  idols  ;  but  it  is  faid  that  they 
often  adore  their  mokijfo. 

The  drefs  of  a  great  Giaga  is  as  follows : 
he  has  long  hair  tied  behind,  and  intermixed 
with  fhells ;  a  girdle  made  of  the  eggs  of  the 
oftrich,  and  a  plain  pagne  of  fluff,  manufaftured 
from  the  fibres  of  the  palm-tree.  His  body, 
marked  with  various  figures,  is  every  day  greafed 
with  human  fat.  Fie  wears  in  his  nofe  and  ears 
pendents  of  copper  two  inches  in  length.  The 
Giagas,  as  well  as  the  inhabitants  of  Benguela, 
fet  a  greater  value  upon  copper  than  on  gold  : 
fome  of  their  women  have  collars  of  that  metal 
which  weigh  feventeen  pounds.  The  guard  of 
the  grand  Giaga  is  compofed  of  women.  When 
he  drinks  they  throw  themfelves  on  their  knees, 
and  fing  and  clap  their  hands.  Every  day  he 
gives  an  exhortation  to  his  troops.  If  any  of 
them  turn  their  backs  on  the  enemy  they  are 
condemned  to  death,  and  eat  by  their  comrades. 
However  laborious  may  have  been  their  march, 
whenever  they  encamp  they  fortify  it  with  ab- 
batis  of  trees  and  dry  hedges.  A  particular 
corps  of  very  robud  men  is  dedined  for  this  pur- 
pofe.  The  huts  are  difpofed  in  regular  order 
quite  clofe  to  each  other;  and  they  place  at  the 
door  their  bows,  arrows,  and  darts,  fo  that  on  the 
lead  alarm  every  one  can  be  completely  armed 
in  a  moment. 

The  Giagas  do  not  permit  their  wives  to  rear 
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their  children : — they  inter  them  as  foon  as  they 
are  born  :  but  the  motive  for  this  ftrange  prac¬ 
tice  is  not  known.  Is  it  for  the  purpofe  of  ex- 
tinguiihing  among  them  all  natural  affedlion, 
and  that  their  women,  who  are  as  warlike  as  the 
men,  may  accuftom  the mfe Ives  not  to  be  mov¬ 
ed  by  fentiments  of  pity?  They  recruit  their 
numbers  by  young  men  whom  they  carry  off  in 
the  courfe  of  their  expeditions.  They  put 
around  their  necks  a  collar  as  the  mark  of  their 
fervitude,  which  they  retain  tiil  they  l^ve 
brought  in  the  head  of  an  enemy.  Nothing 
has  fo  much  influence  on  their  minds  as  the 
hope  of  being  delivered  from  the  collar,  that 
badge  of  flavery ;  and  to  attain  to  this  honour 
thefe  young  men  brave  every  danger  with  the 
mod  intrepid  courage.  When  a  man  of  dif- 
tindlion  dies,  the  two  wives  for  whom  he  had 
the  greateft  affedtion  are  placed  at  his  fides 
after  their  arms  have  been  broken,  and  in  that 
manner  are  buried  along  with  him.  If  they  are 
not  fuffocated  by  the  earth  thrown  into  the 
grave  they  expire  amidft  lingering  torments. 

Thefe  barbarians  make  war  only  for  the  fake 
of  plunder;  they  never  flop  but  to  confume 
their  booty,  and  when  it  is  exhaufted  they  re¬ 
commence  their  operations  ;  the  word  is,  that 
what  they  cannot  carry  off  they  deffroy,  burn, 
or  demolifh,  -leaving  nothing  behind  them  but  a 
defert,  Unlefs  fatigued  by  their  expeditions, 
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or  tired  of  bloodfhed  and  daughter,  they  fhew 
no  defire  of  fettling,  as  they  have  done  in  the 
more  fertile  plains  of  Benguela.  It  may  be 
readily  conceived  that  with  fuch  guefts  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  country  are  in  no  very  agree¬ 
able  fituation;  they  are,  therefore,  fcarcely  ever 
mentioned :  we  know  only  that  they  have  fome 
government,  and  that  their  conftitution  is  mo¬ 
narchical. 

Congo. 

In  following  the  coaft  we  arrive  at  Congo. 
Europeans  in  this  country  might  believe  therii- 
felves  at  home,  becaufe  they  find  here  counties, 
marquifates,  and  duchies.  There  however  re¬ 
mains  only  a  part — nearly  a  half — of  this  empire, 
from  which  provinces  acknowledged  at  prefent 
as  empires  have  been  detached.  The  king 
takes  the  title  of  mani ,  which  dignifies  lord. 
Thus  mani  Congo  is  the  lord  of  Congo.  Befides 
the  great  Ioffes  this  country  has  fuffered  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  furrounding  provinces,  thofe  which 
remain,  more  towards  the  centre,  have,  under 
the  protection  of  the  Europeans,  often  given 
proofs  of  their  independence. 

Con<m  is  one  of  the  mod  fertile  countries  in 

O 

the  world.  The  grafs  here  is  fo  high  and  thick 
that  it  affords  fhelter  to  the  ferocious  animals, 
and  by  thefe  means  becomes  the  fource  of  great 
danger  to  the  natives.  The  traveller  never  ad- 
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Vances  a  ftep  without  dreading  to  fee  dart  up 
before  him  a  lion,  tiger,  or  fome  other  ravenous 
animal,  befides  the  ferpents  and  venomous  in¬ 
fects  which  conceal  themfelves  among  the  long 
grafs.  The  inhabitants  know  no  other  means 
of  delivering  themfelves  from  thefe  pelts,  than 
by  fetting  fire  to  the  grafs  when  it  is  dry.  The 
animals,  driven  from  their  retreat  by  the  fames, 
become  iurious,  and  throw  themfelves  on  thofe 
they  meet,  however  numerous.  Travellers,  who 
obferve  the  conflagration  at  a  diltance,  have  no 
other  refource  than  to  afcend  a  tree  as  fait  as 
poliible,  in  which  the  negroes  are  exceedingly 
expert ;  but  the  Europeans,  lefs  accultomed  to 
fuch  manoeuvres,  are  obliged  tocarrvwith  them 
ladders  of  ropes,  which  their  negroes  make  fait 
to  the  branches.  There  are  two  harvelts  in  the 
courfe  of  the  year,  and  yet  famines  take  place, 
through  the  indolence  and  inexperience  of  thefe 
people,  who  can  never  be  perfuaded  to  Itore  up 
a  fufficiency  to  fupply  them  from  one  feafon  to 
another.  They  have,  however,  grain  and  nou- 
rilhing  roots,  the  prefervation  of  which  wrould 
be  attended  with  very  little  labour  or  diffi¬ 
culty  ;  but  being  placed  in  a  country  which 
forms  a  kind  of  terreftrial  paradife,  on  account 
of  the  beauty  of  its  flowers,  the  favour  of  its 
fruits,  the  abundance  of  its  filh,  and  the  multi¬ 
plication  of  the  cattle  with  which  it  abounds, 
they  never  think  of  any  thing  but  enjoyment, 
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As  they  are  accuftomed  to  the  heat  of  their 
burning  climate,  it  neither  chagrins  nor  tor¬ 
ments  them. 

Congo  is  exceedingly  populous  notwithftand- 
ing  the  multitude  of  flaves  drawn  from  it  every 
year,  but  the  women  are  remarkably  prolific.  It 
is  pretended  that  without  this  perpetual  emi¬ 
gration,  without  wars,  and  the  mortality  occa¬ 
sioned  by  epidemical  difeafes,  and  without  fa¬ 
mines,  it  would  be  ovcrftocked  with  inhabitants, 
who  would  devour  each  other.  We  muff  not 
expeft  to  find  here  an  extenfive  trade ;  the 
whole  amounts  only  to  a  little  barter  among  the- 
negroes  for  the  moft  urgent  necefiaries  of  life.. 
If  they  have  mines  of  gold,  filver,'  copper,  and 
other  metals,  as  they  boaff,  they  never  employ 
them.  Their  money  confifls  of  fmall  Shells 
named  zevibis ,  which  are  nfhed  up  in  the  Bamba: 
they  are  current,  not  only  in  Congo,  but  in  the 
seisrhbourintr  kingdoms. 

It  is  curious  to  hear  the  reafoning  of  a  Congo 
negro,  when  he  fits  on  his  mat  fmoking  his 
pipe,  covered  with  a  few  wretched  rags,  and 
fcorched  by  the  perpendicular  rays  of  the  fun  : 
<c  Other  countries,”  fays  he,  “  are  the  work- 
“  manfhip  of  angels,  mine  is  that  of  God  him- 
“  felf;  my  king  is  the  richeft,  wife  ft,  and 
“  moft  powerful  of  monarchs ;  my  countrymen 
“  are  the  nob.!  eft  and  happieft  people  in  the 
M  univerfe.  Why  talk  to  me  of  the  mag- 
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41  nificence  of  the  courts  of  your  monarchs  in 
*  Europe  and  Alia;  of  their  immenfe  revenues, 
“  the  grandeur  of  their  palaces,  the  opulence 
“  and  felicity  of  their  fubjeffs,  and  of  the  great 
“  progrefs  they  have  made  in  the  arts,  fciences, 
“  and  manufactures  ?  All  this,  even  if  true,  is 
“  far  below  the  dignity  and  the  fplendour  of 
“  my  fovereign,  and  his  kingdom.  There  can 
“  be  only  one  Congo  in  the  world  ;  all  the  reft 
“  was  created  for  the  glory  of  our  monarch,  and 
<f  the  happinefs  of  his  fubjeCts. 

“  The  fea  pays  us  a  continual  tribute  of 
“  zembisj  while  other  nations  are  obliged  to 
“  dig  the  mountains,  and  to  break  the  rocks,  in 
“  order  to  extract  gold  and  filver,  which  are 
“  only  the  excrements  of  the  earth.  What 
“  but  the  poverty  and  the  fterility  of  your 
“  country  can  induce  you  to  expofe  yourfelves 
“  to  fo  many  labours  and  dangers  to  come  and 
“  traffic  with  us  ?  What  need  have  I  of  your 
“  fluffs,  and  all  the  produce  of  your  manufac- 
“  tures  ?  They  cofl  you  great  labour  to  make 
“  them,  while  I  am  enjoying  repofe.  Your 
“  iboes  I  can  do  without ;  for  my  feet,  rendered 
*c  callous,  are  neither  burnt  by  the  fand  nor 
“  wounded  by  the  ftones.  Of  what  ufe  to  me 
“  are  your  hats  ?  My  head  is  defended  by  my 
“  hair,  which  is  impervious  to  the  rays  of  the 
“  fun.  Your  mattreffes,  your  carpets,  and  other 
*(  articles  of  the  like  kind,  would  ferve  only  to 
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“  expofe  me  to  more  heat.  Ifleep  in  tranquillity 
“  on  the  bare  ground ;  and  when  the  friendly  ze- 
“  phyrs  arife,  the  intervention  of  a  wall,  or  of  a 
“  piece  of  cloth  extended  to  ferve  as  a  tent, 
“  does  not  rob  me  of  that  sift  of  nature.  If 
“  drenched  by  the  rain,  I  only  fhake  mvfelf  and 
“  am  foon  dry.  My  wives  procure  me  Haves, 
tc  and  with  thofe  whom  I  fell  I  purchafe  every 
“  thing  not  fupplied  by  my  fmall  field,  which  is 
“  cultivated  by  my  women.  I  buy,  in  the  like 
“  manner,  my  domeftic  utenfils,  when  I  am  not 
tc  acquainted  with  the  art  of  making  them. 
<f  While  1  indulge  in  enjoyment,  the  price  of 
“  my  children  furnifhes  me  with  pipes,  tobacco, 
“  and  brandy,  which  rejoice  my  heart;  and  with 
£C  other  women,  who  bring  me  other  Haves,  by 
“  whom  I  am  enriched.” 

As  the  capuchins  one  day  entered  their 
church  at  St.  Salvador,  which  is  the  capital  of 
the  country,  they  faw  a  negro  fending  forth 
loud  cries,  Hamping  on  the  ground  with  his  feet, 
and  twifting  his  arms  like  a  perfon  in  defpair. 
On  their  running  up  to  him  to  enquire  the  caule 
of  his  difirefs,  he  replied  ;  “  Alas !  I  had  bro- 
£t  thers,  a  filler,  a  father,  a  mother,  a  wife,  and 
“  children.  Unhappy  wretch  !  I  have  fold  them 
“  all,  and  I  have  none  left  of  my  family  by 
£C  whom  I  can  make  money.”  The  good 
fathers,  in  great  furprize,  began  to  remonfirate 
with  him,  and  to  fliew  how  much  he  violated 
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reafon  and  nature  by  this  excefs  of  inhumanity  : 
upon  which  he  replied  :  “  I  have  done  nothing 
“  but  what  has  been  pra£lifed  at  all  times  in 
ec  this  country. — What  crime  have  I  committed 
in  felling  them  ?  I  have  only  prevented  them 
“  from  ferving  me  in  the  fame  manner.” 
Though  chriftianity,  which  was  eftablilhed  here 
about  the  end  of  the  fifteenth  century,  has  leffen- 
ed  this  practice,  it  is  far  from  being  entirely 
abolifhed.  The  Europeans  quiet  their  con- 
fcience,  in  regard  to  this  infamous  traffic,  by 
faying,  that  if  they  did  not  purchafe  them  they 
would  be  fold  to  others :  but  thefe  others  would 
not  carry  them  from  their  native  land  to  fubje£t 
them  in  America  to  a  kind  of  life  contrary  to 
their  early  habits ;  and  were  they  left  in  their 
own  country,  even  though  in  a  Hate  of  flavery, 
their  condition  would  be  preferable  on  account 
of  the  general  indolence  of  the  people.  No 
purchafe,  therefore,  of  this  kind  can  be  made 
without  remorfe,  except  that  of  the  prifoners  of 
war  taken  by  the  Jagas  or  other  monfters,  be- 
caufe  by  thefe  means  they  are  refcued  from  a 
cruel  death  :  but  the  greater  number  are  not 
,of  this  fort.  Befides,  there  is  a  highly  criminal 
inhumanity  in  thofe  planters,  who  refcue  thefe 
unhappy  wretches  from  the  butchering  Jagas 
only  to  fubjeff  them  to  a  continuance  and  ex¬ 
cefs  of  labour  which  renders  their  life  worfe 
than  death. 
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Before  the  introduction  of  chriftianity,  the  re¬ 
ligion  of  Congo  was  a  monftrous  compound  of 
idolatry  and  fuperftition,  with  the  moft  abfurd 
ceremonies,  and  the  moft  deteflable  cuftoms. 
They  acknowledged  a  fupreme  being  who 
created  their  country,  but  who  abandons  all 
things  in  this  lower  world  to  the  government  of 
a  great  number  of  inferior  deities.  Some  of 
thefe  prefide  over  the  air,  and  others  over  fire, 
the  fea,  the  earth,  drought,  rain,  heat,  and  cold, 
men  and  women,  barrennefs,  famine  ;  in  a  word, 
over  all  bleflings  and  evils.  The  gangas,  or 
priefts,  fpecify  to  their  profelytes  the  particular 
domains  of  each  of  thefe  gods,  in  order  to  di- 
re£l  them  in  their  oblations ;  but  they  do  not 
afiign  to  them  any  effablifhed  form.  By  one 
they  are  reprefented  as  an  animal,  by  another  as 
a  tree,  a  flone,  or  fome  grotefque  idol,  rudely 
carved.  Their  worfhip  confifls  in  genuflexions, 
fumigations,  and  offerings,  which  are  of  advan¬ 
tage  to  the  gangas.  They  are  fuppofed  to  have 
the  power  of  producing  fertility,  banifhing  tem- 
pefls,  and  healing  the  lick.  They  are  faid  to 
know  alfo  what  occafions  a  perfon’s  death  :  for 
thefe  people  imagine  that  no  one  dies  naturally, 
but  that  all  men  leave  the  world  through  the 
'  malice  of  fome  enemy.  No  doubt  is  entertain¬ 
ed  that  the  gangas  can  point  out  a  forcerer,  and 
this  affords  them  an  excellent  opportunity  of  be¬ 
ing  revenged  ot  their  enemies,  and  of  freeing  the 
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earth  from  unbelievers.  This  abominable  notion 
is  the  fource  of  eternal  difcord  and  murder. 

The  chief  of  the  gangas,  called  ch  ilombe ,  enjoys 
fo  great  authority,  that  the  governor  of  the  p  o- 
vince  where  he  refides,  in  order  that  he  may  be 
received  and  live  there  in  tranquillity,  is  obliged 
to  purchafe  his  friendfhip  and  protection.  No 
one  is  allowed  to  enter  his  houfe  without  per- 
miffion,  left  force  imprudent  ftranger  fhould  de¬ 
file  the  facred  fire  which  he  preferves  in  it. 
When  he  removes  to  a  diftance,  to  remain  any 
time,  it  is  a  capital  offence  for  the  negroes  to 
have  intercourfe  with  their  wives  or  concubines 
till  his  return.  He  enjoys  in  abundance  every 
advantage,  convenience,  and  pleafure  of  life  j 
but,  like  Damocles,  he  always  beholds  the 
fword  fufpended  over  his  head.  He  muft  not 
die  a  natural  death  ;  fuch  a  misfortune  would 
occafion  the  ruin  of  the  whole  world  :  to  pre¬ 
vent  this  fatal  cataftrophe,  when  he  falls  fick,  or 
becomes  too  old,  he  is  knocked  on  the  head,  or 
ftrangled. 

The  greater  part  of  the  chriftians  of  Congo 
have  nothing  of  their  religion  but  the  name. 
They  feem  to  be  entirely  unacquainted  with  the 
doCtrines  and  fundamental  principles  of  the 
gofpel.  Others  refpeCt  them  fo  little  that, 
befides  their  lawful  wives,  they  do  not  hefitate  to 
keep  a  number  of  concubines.  Many  of  them, 
who  make  a  fhow  of  carrying  chapieis  and 
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erodes,  have,  concealed  under  their  clothes* 
falifmans  and  amulets.  Thefe  irregularities,  fo 
contrary  to  chriftianity,  arife  in  a  great  meafure 
from  the  depravation  of  the  Portug.uefe,  who  by 
their  manners  difgrace  the  religion  they  profefs, 
and  fet  the  word  examples  before  the  negroes, 
who  are  too  much  difpofed  to  imitate  them. 
They  are  owing  alfo  to  the  want  of  inftrucbon. 
The  few  priefts  who  go  from  Portugal  are  not 
fufficient  to  teach  the  natives  ;  and  thofe  of  the 
country  are  too  ignorant.  There  is  only  one 
bifhop  in  the  whole  kingdom.  The  churches 
are  badly  conftruffed,  have  very  few  ornaments, 
and  the  ceremonies  are  rarely  accompanied  with 
that  pomp  and  fplendour  which  render  them  fo 
venerable  in  the  catholic  temples.  Chriftianity, 
in  this  country,  is  therefore  of  a  disfigured  and 
degraded  kind,  the  external  part  of  which  is  not 
fufficiently  ftriking  to  fupplant  in  the  mind  deep-, 
rooted  fuperftitions. 

All  the  lands  of  Congo  belong  to  the  king* 
He  derives  from  them  a  tribute  which  he  aug¬ 
ments  as  they  pafs  from  one  hand  to  another  •, 
but  this  practice  is  the  ruin  of  agriculture.  The 
zimbis  and  fines,  together  with  the  prefents 
received  from  governors,  who  extort  large  fums 
from  the  people,  form  the  whole  of  his  revenue. 
That  of  the  lands  is  received  by  the  dukes,  who 
tranfmit  it  to  court.  Their  diftionefty  or  open 
/  refufal  to  give  up  what  they  have  ionee  got  into 
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their  hands,  often  occafions  war.  No  perfon  is 
defied  king  except  a  prince  of  the  royal  family  ; 
but  it  is  of  no  importance  whether  he  be  of  the 
neared:  or  the  mod:  didant  branch.  The  choice 
generally  falls  upon  him  who  has  taken  the 
precaution  to  bring  mod:  troops  to  the  fpot 
where  the  ele&ors  ademble,  or  to  fecure  the 
eleflion  beforehand  by  prefents.  As  foon  as 
they  have  agreed,  they  convoke  all  the  grandees 
of  the  kingdom  in  a  plain  near  the  capital.  The 
^flembly  then  repair  to  the  cathedral,  where 
there  are  two  arm-chairs,  one  for  the  bidrop,  and 
the  other  for  the  chief  of  the  eleflors.  The  latter 
is  furrounded  by  the  candidates,  wrho  are  yet 
ignorant  on  whom  the  choice  will  fall,  and  wait 
with  impatience  to  hear  his  name  proclaimed. 

The  chief  of  the  electors,  however,  is  in  no 
great  hade  ;  but  makes  a  long  fpeech  on  the 
duties  of  royalty,  which  he  at  length  concludes 
by  declaring  the  name  of  the  fuccefsful  canditate. 
He  then  defcends  from  his  feat,  takes  the  defied 
fovereign  by  the  hand  and  prefents  him  to  the 
bidiop,  before  whom  he  falls  down  on  his  knees. 
The  prelate  harangues  in  his  turn  ;  exhorts  him 
above  all  to  be  a  zealous  defender  of  the  catholic 
church  ;  makes  him  take  an  oath  to  that  effefl ; 
conducts  him  to  the  throne,  and  places  the  crown 
on  his  head.  The  air  then  refounds  with  the 
acclamations  of  the  pegple  and  the  found  of 
piudeal  indruments.  Some  days  after,  the  mo- 
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narch  performs  two  important  ceremonies,  the 
frit  of  which  confirts  in  his  giving  a  folemn 
benediSlion  to  all  the  people,  and  the  fecond  in 
inverting  the  grandees  with  the  principal  digni¬ 
ties  and  fiefs  of  his  empire. 

For  the  benediftion,  a  throne  is  erefted  in  the 
rnoft  elevated  part  of  a  large  fquare,  from  which 
the  prince  can  fee  every  thing,  and  be  feen  him- 
felf  by  all  the  fpeclators.  If  there  be  any  one 
among  the  minirters  or  nobility  who  has  incurred 
his  difpleafure,  he  is  driven  from  the  circle  as 
unworthy  of  his  benediftion :  this  is  a  convenient 
method  to  get  rid  of  thofe  who  have  offended 
him,  as  there  is  no  room  for  explanation  or 
refiftance.  The  people  fall  with  fury  on  the 
difgraced  objefl  of  the  monarch’s  refentment,and 
drag  him  about  with  fo  much  violence,  and  ufe 
him  fo  ill,  that  he  feldom  efcapes  deftruflion. 
When  the  affembly  is  compofed  only  of  faithful 
fubjecfs,  the  king  extends  his  hands,  and  withes 
them  every  kind  of  happinefs  :  the  people  then 
tertify  their  joy  and  gratitude  by  loud  fhouts 
and  the  clapping  of  hands.  The  dirtribution  of 
the  fiefs  is  made  with  the  fame  pomp.  Should 
thofe  who  are  difappointed  in  their  hopes  of  re¬ 
ceiving  the  dignities  they  with  for  venture  to 
fhew  the  leaft  figns  of  difcontent,  they  would 
not  be  better  treated  by  the  affembly  than- thofe 
who  not  being  in  favour  are  fo  imprudent  as  to 
make  their  appearance  during  this  folemnity. 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY. 

On  thefe  occafions,  as  well  as  on  all  others,  the 
kings  of  Congo  appear  with  the  moft  fplendid 
retinue.  One  Angularity  which  renders  the 
court  numerous  is,  that  as  .few  perfons,  even 
among  the  great,  can  read  or  write,  they  are 
obliged,  if  the  orders  iffued  by  the  fovereign  are 
in  the  leaf:  complicated,  to  receive  them  in 
perfon  :  thus  there  is  always  a  crowd  :  and  from 
the  inclinations  of  the  body,  genuflexions,  and 
other  proteftations  of  fubmiflion,  ufed  in  the 
country,  one  might  be  induced  to  take  them  for 
a  band  of  flaves. 

The  queen,  who  has  the  title  of  manilombala, 
is  the  fovereign’s  only  lawful  wife.  Being  mif- 
trefs  of  all  the  other  women,  the  has  always 
around  her  a  great  many  young  females,  who 
are  not  more  rigid  in  their  morals  than  their  mif- 
trefs.  The  king  always  finds  a  variety  among 
them  fufficient  to  gratify  his  tafte.  He  alfo  keeps 
concubines  publicly,  notwithftanding  the  remon- 
(trances  of  his  confeffor  and  of  the  mitflonaries. 

The  defcription  given  of  his  troops  during  the 
general  review,  which  takes  place  every  year, 
in  the  month  of  July,  is  Angularly  curious.  It  is 
attended  by  all  the  princes  and  nobility  of  his 
court;  and  every  foldier  is  ambitious  of  appear¬ 
ing  on  that  occafion  to  the  belt  advantage.  The 
reader  may  judge  from  what  follows  how  far  this 
is  the  cafe.  Some  are  armed  with  bows  and  ar¬ 
rows  of  different  fizes  y  others  have  large  fwords, 
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daggers,  and  cutlafles ;  fome  have  no  other  arms 
or  clothes  than  long  targets  3  fome  are  covered 
from  the  girdle  to  the  knees  with  the  fkins  of  di¬ 
vers  animals,  and  others  have  their  face  and  bo¬ 
dies  painted  with  different  figures.  The  more 
monftrous  their  appearance,  the  more  warlike 
they  imagine  themfelves  to  be.  Thofe  who 
are  not  rich  enough  to  procure  a  large  fword 
of  fieel  get  one  of  hard  wood.  Their  colours 
confifi,  in  general,  of  dirty  tattered  rags.  Their 
arms,  formed  of  brafs  and  fieel,  are  half  eat  away, 
with  ruft,  and  thofe  of  wood  are  badly  made 
and  badly  painted.  To  complete  the  picture, 
invalids,  both  old  and  young,  as  well  as  the 
blind  and  lame,  being  obliged  to  be  prefent,  fome 
are  feen  without  legs  and  arms,  or  maimed  and 
mutilated  a  thoufand  different  Ways.  All  have 
their  heads  ornamented  with  plumes  of  various 
colours,  each  according  to  his  own  peculiar  tafte. 
Befides  arms,  they  generally  carry  with  them 
fome  utenfil  which  indicates  their  trade. 

The  nobility  pafs  along  the  ranks  to  exhort 
thefe  brave  troops  to  perform  their  duty  on  the 
day  of  battle  ;  and  to  combat  valiantly  under  the 
fiandards  of  their  mighty  monarch  :  “  Where  is 
“  there  one  equal  to  him  under  the  heavens  ?” 
cries  one  troop:  “  Who  can  be  compared  to 
him  r”  exclaims  another:  “  May  he  live  for  ever!” 
fays  a  third :  and  all  joining,  as  it  were,  in  full 
chorus,  pour  forth  the  following  prayer :  <e  May 
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<c  his  throne  be  exalted  above  the  fun  and  the 
“  ftars  !  may  his  enemies  be  confounded,  and 
“  trod  underfoot  like  the  dull:!’'  Thefe  cla¬ 
mours  are  combined  with  the  cladiing  of  arms, 
the  found  of  mufical  inftruments;  and  the  whole 
fcene  concludes  with  a  fham-fight  and  a  grand 
entertainment.  When  it  is  neceffary  to  attack 
the  enemy,  drafts  are  no  doubt  made  from  thefe 
troops  ;  but  however  good  the  choice,  the  army 
of  the  king  of  Congo  is  far  from  being  formid¬ 
able,  as  they  obferve  no  order  in  their  march,  nor 
difcipline  in  camp.  The  foldiers  charge  with 
fury  ;  but  when  once  engaged,  they  no  longer 
liften  to  command  ;  and  one  fugitive  hurries  on 
the  whole  army.  The  fame  infubordination  pre¬ 
vails  when  they  are  viflors ;  and  when  they 
plunder,  it  is  impoflibje  to  drag  them  away  from 
the  booty. 

Eefore  the  introduffion  of  chriftianity,  the 
king’s  favourite  concubines,  at  lead  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  twelve,  were  interred  along  with  him  ; 
but  they  all  folicited  for  that  honour,  and  fought 
with  each  other  to  obtain  it.  This  cuftom  is 
abolifhed ;  but  that  of  mournful  lamentations, 
during  eight  days,  at  the  funerals  of  the  great, 
and  the  pradlice  at  anniverfaries  of  loading  the 
tables  with  provifions,  and  getting*  intoxicated,  • 

are  (till  retained.  Then  follow  the  ceremonies 
of  the  church,  which  are  performed  with  a 
pomp  proportioned  to  the  dignity  of  the  perfoii. 
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The  royal  vault  is  ornamented  with  a  fuit  of 
black  hangings,  which  are  renewed  every  year, 
notwi  hftanding  the  bad  odour  that  exhales,  for 
fome  time  after,  from  the  body  depofited  in  the 
middle  of  it  in  a  beautiful  coffin. 

The  precautions  employed  in  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  juftice  difplay  prudence  and  wifdom  j 
but  an  incorruptible  negro  is  next  to  a  miracle. 
A  creditor  may  make  a  have  of  his  debtor* 
Three  crimes  are  accounted  capital:  murder,  re¬ 
bellion,  and  forcery  ;  the  punifhment  for  the  laft 
is  burning.  Picking  of  pockets  and  Healing 
privately  are  crimes  worthy, of  punifhment;  but 
to  rob  boldly,  or  to  take  any  thing  by  force,  is 
a  noble  afition,  confidered  as  more  heroic  in 
proportion  to  the  largenefs  of  the  booty.  ■ 

The  inhabitants  of  Congo  poffefs  none  of 
thofe  arts  of  induftry  by  which  labour  is  alle¬ 
viated  in  other  countries.  Every  thing  among 
them  is  performed  with  the  moll  painful  toil. 
Labour  fupplies  the  place  of  art  and  ingenuity. 
They  do  not  weave,  but  pafs  their  threads 
through  each  other  one  by  one.  A  Hone  or  a 
piece  of  hard  wood  is  their  anvil,  which  they 
hold  between  their  feet  :  they  forge  the  iron 
with  a  fhapelefs  mallet,  but  can  neither  file  nor 
polifii  it.  They  are  equally  clumfy  in  working 
with  clay  or  wmod  ;  but  in  whatever  relates  to 
their  own  conveniency  they  exceL  A  negro 
mull  be  very  poor  if  he  has  not  two  negroes  to 
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carry  him  ftretched  out  at  full  length  in  a  pa¬ 
lanquin.  He  who  is  obliged  to  walk  on  foot 
never  burthens  himfelf  with  any  thing,  for  the 
wife  carries  the  bag  which  contains  their  pro- 
vifions.  It  hangs  at  her  back,  fufpended  by  a 
thong  which  paffes  round  her  forehead.  Be- 
fides  this  load  fhe  has  fometimes  In  her  arms  a 
child  which  Ihe  fuckles,  and  drags  another  along 
by  the  hand.  The  hufband,  in  the  mean  time, 
gravely  fmokes  his  pipe  clofe  by  her  fide,  and 
never  offers  to  affift  her.  This  painful  take  is 
often  renewed,  becaufe  the  negroes  are  fond 
of  changing  their  refidence,  as  it  is  fo  eafy  for 
them  to  carry  every  thing  along  with  them. 
They  ought,  however,  to  be  deterred  from  pur- 
fuing  this  wandering  kind  of  life,  by  the  diffi¬ 
culty  and  danger  of  travelling  in  a  country  in- 
fefted  by  ferocious  animals,  deftitute  of  bridges, 
and  without  open  roads,  except  from  one  town 
to  another;  through  forefts  obftru&ed  by  under¬ 
wood,  and  amidfi:  grafs  that  rifes  above  their 
heads.  But  none  of  thefe  obftacles  are  capable 
'  of  curing  their  mania  for  travelling. 

Among  the  lower  claffes,  when  a  girl  is 
thought  to  be  of  an  age  fit  for  a  huffiand,  her 
parents  make  her  retire  for  a  month  to  a  parti¬ 
cular  tent,  where  ffie  receives  the  addreffes  of 
different  fuitors  and  the  prefents  they  bring  her. 
At  the  end  of  that  period  fhe  gives  her  hand  to  the 
perfon  who  is  moft  agreeable  to  her  take.  Among 
the  great  there  are  few  marriages  which  have 
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not  been  preceded  by  a  noviciate  or  trial.  It  is 
believed  that  a  couple,  before  they  enter  into  an 
engagement  for  their  whole  lives,  ought  to  be 
intimately  acquainted  with  each  other ;  they 
agree  therefore  to  take  a  trial  of  each  other  for 
two  or  three  years.  When  the  conditions  are 
accepted  by  the  parents  and  the  girl,  fhe  re¬ 
moves  with  as  much  privacy  as  polhble  to  the 
houfe  of  her  future  hufband,  and  thus  com¬ 
mences  her  noviciate.  When  the  term  agreed, 
on  arrives,  it  is  generally  the  woman  who  foli- 
cits  for  a  folemnization  of  the  marriage.  As 
to  the  la  ft  ceremony  the  hufband  is  very  indif¬ 
ferent,  becaufe  he  is  about  to  impofe  on  himfelf 
a  fort  of  reftraint ;  and  in  regard  to  children  he 
cares  very  little  whether  they  be  baftards  or  le¬ 
gitimate :  but  he  is  often  induced  to  fubmit 
through  a  defire  of  getting  poffeftion  of  the 
dowery.  Sometimes  the  ceremony  is  preceded 
by  ruptures  and  divorces,  during  -which  the 
woman  takes  care  to  provide  herfelf  with  a  pro¬ 
tector  ;  but  this  gives  the  hufband  no  offence, 
and  he  is  not  prevented  by  thefe  irregularities 
from  making  her  his  lawful  wife.  The  mar¬ 
riage  is  celebrated  before  a  prieft,  when  one  can 
be  found,  for  the  people  here  fpoken  of  are 
catholics.  On  thefe  occafions  nothing  is  fpared 
in  order  to  treat  the  gueffs.  The  poor,  rather 
than  be  deficient  in  this  refpecf,  would  fell  one 
or  two  of  their  children  to  purchafe  a  calf  or  an 
ox,  together  with  port  wine  and  brandy :  the 
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repaft  continues  as  long  as  there  is  any  thing  to 
eat,  and  the  whole  is  accompanied  with  Tinging 
and  dancing  until  the  guefts  fall  afleep  on  the  fpot. 

Their  noify  fongs,  intermixed  with  cries  and 
lhouts,  frighten  an  European;  and  the  negroes 
laugh  at  ours.  They  have  both  tiring  and  wind 
intfruments,  but  even  when  played  in  the  mo  ft 
mafterly  manner  they  form  a  difmal  and  me¬ 
lancholy  concert.  The  more  immodeft  their 
dances  are,  the  more  they  confider  them  agree¬ 
able.  Both  fexes  are  fometimes  fo  much  heated 
by  them,  that  they  become  feized  with  a  kind 
of  phrenzy  which  makes  them  forget  the  rules 
of  decency,  and  in  this  the  fpe£lators  participate. 
The  immodeft  and  licentious  confufion  which 
then  takes  place  exceeds  that  of  the  moft  inde¬ 
cent  bacchanalians.  To  thefe  exceffes,  which  » 
are  frequent,  is  afcribed  a  great  part  of  their 
difeafes.  Befides  keeping  their  pores  fnut  by 
the  greafe  with  which  they  almoft  always  anoint 
themfelves,  they  contratl  them  alfo  by  means 
of  the  cold  water  into  which  they  plunge,  when 
quite  difgufling  with  fweat  produced  by  thefe 
violent  movements.  Though  the  difeafes  thence 
refulting  are  of  a  very  common  kind,  their  phy- 
ficians  are  unacquainted  with  the  art  of  curing 
them  :  the  greater  part  of  their  patients  die. 
The  fmall-pox  alfo  occafions  great  ravages ;  and 
the  other  kind  is  a  fcourge  no  lefs  common  and 
terrible.  They  do  not  fay  that  thefe  difeafes  were 
introduced  among  them  by  the  Europeans:  with 
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regard  to  the  latter  they  mutt  ufe  frequent 
bleeding,  until,  as  is  faid,  the  whole  mafs  of  their 
blood  be  changed.  .  The  rains  in  this  hot  and 
moid  climate  are  almoft  all  mortal.  An  opi¬ 
nion  generally  prevails  that  it  is  doing  a  fervice 
to  a  man  in  the  agonies  of  death  to  affitt  him  to 
die  fpeedily ;  the  leatt  cruel  are  thofe  who  haf- 
ten  death  by  ttunning  the  patient  with  cries  and 
fhouts,  or  diffling  him  with  careffes.  It  is  re¬ 
lated  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  province  of 
Matamba,  that  when  any  of  their  relations  are 
at  the  point  of  death  they  lay  hold  of  them  by 
the  legs  or  arms,  raife  them  in  the  air  as  high  as 
they  can,  and  then  fuffer  them  to  fall  to  the 
ground.  After  looking  at  them  fome  time 
when  dead  or  expiring,  they  throw  themfelves 
on  the  body,  kifs  it,  and  prefs  it  againfh  their 
bread  with  fighs,  and  other  marks  of  forrow, 
which  might  be  capable  of  exciting  the  pity  of 
thofe  who  are  not  acquainted  with  the  indiffer¬ 
ence  and  want  of  affeflion  that  prevail  in  all 
their  families. 

Aipion to,4'  The  hi  dory  of  Congo,  before  the  arrival  of  the 

ijo2.  Portuguefe,  is  only  a  confufed  mafs  of  vague 
traditions.  As  the  natives  were  unacquainted 
with  the  art  of  writing,  they  have  preferved  few 
fa£ts,  and  dill  fewer  dates.  They  fpeak  of  a 
monarch  named  Luqueni,  who  united  a  number 
of  fmall  dates,  and  formed  of  them  the  vad  empire 
of  Congo.  This  empire  was  in  a  date  of  great 
decline  on  the  arrival  of  the  Portuguefe,  in  1484, 
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under  the  command  of  Soufa.  The  facility 
with  which  they  induced  the  reigning  prince  to 
embrace  chriftianity  is  wonderful.  It  was  the 
work  of  a  few  letters  of  exhortation  from  the 
king  of  Portugal,  and  of  a  voyage  of  an  uncle  of 
the  king  of  Congo  who  was  inffrucfed  and  con¬ 
verted  at  Lilbon.  On  his  return  he  cathechized 
his  nephew  with  the  affiffance  of  a  few  miffion- 
aries  who  had  been  fent  to  accompany  him. 

The  Mani  Congo  ca'ufed  himfelf  to  be  baptized, 
and  affumed  the  name  of  John,  while  his  queen 
took  that  of  Eleonora,  in  honour  of  the  king  and 
queen  of  Portugal.  Their  example  was  follow* 
ed  by  their  whole  court  ;  and,  as  is  generally  the 
cafe,  the  people  imitated  the  court.  This  prince, 
however,  wavered  in  his  religion ;  but  A1  Soufa 
his  fon  and  fucceffor  adhered  to  it  with  firmnefs. 

He  may  be  ftyled  the  apoftle  of  Congo,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  zeal  which  he  (hewed  in  fending 
for  miffionaries  to  inftrucf  his  fubjeffs. 

He  fent  his  fon  to  Lifbon  in  order  that  heDj,nP^.r0' 

I  5^1-  Don 

might  give  him  a  chriftian  education.  This  Fiancis» 

00  1530.  Don 

prince  when  he  mounted  the  throne  affumed  the  153*- 

1  Don  Henry, 

name  of  Don  Pedro,  and  imitated  the  zeal  and  >54°-  Dori 

Alvarez  I. 


piety  of  his  father.  His  ion,  Don  nrancis,  did  1542  d™*' 

.  .  Alvarez  II. 

not  degenerate  ;  but  ne  enjoyed  the  crown  only 
two  years,  and  at  his  death  left  it  to  his  coufin 
Don  Diego.  As  the  latter  died  without  children, 
the  Portuguefe,  now  become  powerful  in  the 
kingdom,  arrogated  to  themfelves  the  right  of 
giving  it  a  fovereign.  The  princes  of  the  blood, 
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the  governors  of  the  provinces,  and  the  nobility, 
united  to  oppofe  this  pretenfion.  They  attacked 
the  Portuguefe,  and  having  defeated  them, 
raifed  to  the  throne  Don  Henry,  who  is  fuppofed 
to  have  been  a  natural  fon  of  Don  Diego.  On 
a  (fuming  the  crown  he  found  himfelf  involved 
in  a  war,  and  having  loft  a  battle  and  his  life  at 
the  fame  time,  Don  Alvarez  I.  his  fon,  was 
placed  on  the  throne  in  his  (lead.  This  prince 
thought  it  neceffary  to  juftify,  at  Lifbon,  the 
violence  offered  to  the  Portuguefe  when  they  at¬ 
tempted  to  oppofe  the  election  of  his  father. 
His  exculpation  was  heard  r  but  it  gave  rife  to  a 
coolnefs  between  the  two  nations,  which  proved 
injurious  to  the  chriftian  religion.  Notwith- 
ftanding  the  preffmg  entreaties  of  the  king,  he 
was  not  able  to  obtain  miffionaries.  This  prince 
had  to  oppofe  an  irruption- of  the  Giagas,  which 
was  followed  by  a  famine  and  the  plague.  The 
Portujruefe  £ave  him  no  affiftance  under  thefe 
misfortunes ;  and  it  appears  that  they  wifhed  to 
compel  him  to  difcover  to  them  the  gold  mines 
of  his  kingdom,  which  his  predeceffor  had  always 
carefully  concealed.  His  confeifor,  though  a 
Portuguefe,  had  advifed  him  not  to  entruft  to 
foreigners  a  fecret  of  fo  much  importance  to  his 
empire.  Don  Alvarez  II.  however,  complied, 
being  urged  by  the  circumftances  of  the  mo¬ 
ment  ;  and  was  received  into  favour  by  the 
court  of  Lifbon,  which  at  length  fent  out  thofe 
miflionaries  of  whom  the  chriftian  religion  had  at 
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that  time  fo  much  need.  The  good  king  affifted 
them  as  far  as  he  was  able  ;  and  had  the  pleafure 
of  leaving  to  his  fon,  along  with  the  fceptre, 
chriftianity  fully  re-eftablifhed. 

It  is  commonly  reported  that  the  new  king:,  Don  Eer- 
. r  &  nard- 1614. 

Don  Bernard,  was  killed  in  a  duel  bv  his  brother  Don  Alva- 

3  J  rez  III 

Alvarez  Ilf.  If  the  latter  obtained  the  crown  1615.  Don 
by  fratricide,  he  effaced  the  odioufnefs  of  this  1622.  Don 
crime  from  the  minds  of  his  fubjedls  by  a  fs^Don 
humane,  religious,  and  juft  condudt.  Thefe  fe^Don 
noble  qualities  gave  reafon  to  lament  that  his  f6'j"ezDJJ' 
„  reign  was  fhort.  It  lafted  only  feven  years. 

The  kings  who  fucceeded  him,  Don  Pedro  II.  Ajvarez  VI- 
Don  Garcias  I.  Don  Ambrofio,  Don  Alvarez  IV. 
and  Don  Alvarez  V.  reigned  altogether  only 
fifteen  years.  The  laft  fully  deferved  the  mif- 
fortune  which  hurried  him  in  the  flower  of  his 
age  from  the  throne  to  the  grave.  Having  con¬ 
ceived  unjuft  fufpicions  againft  the  duke  de 
Bomba  and  the  marquis  de  Chiona  his  brother, 
thefe  two  princes  were  obliged  to  raife  troops 
for  their  own  defence.  The  refult  of  the  war 
was  not  aufpicious  to  the  king.  He  was  taken 
prifoner  by  the  two  brothers ;  but,  inftead  of 
abufing  their  vi&ory,  they  treated  the  vanquifhed 
monarch  with  great  refpedt,  and  conveyed  him 
back  to  his  capital,  which  they  reftored  to  him. 

The  favage  Alvarez,  afhamed  of  being  indebted 
for  his  crown  and  his  life  to  his  fubjedts,  no 
fooner  found  himfelf  at  liberty  than  he  levied  an 
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army,  and  marched  againft  the  two  brothers. 
In  this  expedition  he  was  ftill  more  unfortunate 
than  in  the  former,  as  it  coft  him  his  life.  The 
duke  de  Bomba  was  proclaimed  king  in  his 
Head,  under  the  name  of  Alvarez  VI.  but  was 
almoft  immediately  affaflinated  by  the  marquis 
de  Cliiona,  his  brother,  who  affumed  that  of 
Don  Garcias  II. 

DonGatcias  Though  he  afcended  the  throne  by  a  crime, 

jj,  i  0  3  ^  * 

DonAnto-  Don  Garcias,  at  firft,  gave  great  hopes,  on  ac- 
D°n  Alva-  count  of  his  ability  in  governing,  as  well  as  of 
i66^.Hcon  his  juftice  and  his  zeal  for  religion.  All  thefe 
viii.ei666.  virtues,  however,  were  foon  effaced  by  his  am¬ 
bition.  He  conceived  a  defign  of  fecuring  the 
crown  to  his  eldeft  fon,  Don  Alphonfo,  without 
election,  and  contrary  to  the  laws.  For  that 
purpofe  it  was  neceffary  to  deftroy  the  princes  of 
the  blood,  who,  in  preference  to  him  and  the 
duke  de  Bomba,  had  a  right  to  the  crown,  which 
by  the  victory  of  the  two  brothers  had  been 
transferred  to  a  foreign  family,  or  to  a  very  dis¬ 
tant  branch  of  that  on  the  throne.  Don  Garcias 
fpared  none  of  thefe  unfortunate,  princes  whom 
he  could  difcover.  The  catholic  priefts  remon- 
ftrated  againft  his  conduft ;  but  he  had  recourfe 
to  the  foothfayers,  forcerers,  and  magicians, 
who  had  affumed  an  afcendancy  while  the  Por- 
tuguefe  deprived  Congo  of  miflionaries.  Thefe 
people  flattered  the  credulous  and  fuperftitious 
mind  of  Don  Garcias ;  but  obferving  that  his 
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elded  Ton,  Don  Alphonfo,  attached  to  chridia- 
nity,  did  not  relifh  their  idolatrous  rites,  thefe 
impodors  found  means  to  infpire  the  father  with 
fufpicions  againd  him.  This  fon,  for  whom 
Don  Garcias  had  committed  fo  many  cruelties, 
he  accufed  before  an  affembly  of  the  dates  of  an 
attempt  to  poifonhim.  He  then  caufed  him  to 
be  declared  unworthy  of  the  throne,  and  his  fe- 
cond  fon,  Don  Antonio,  to  be  crowned  in  his 
prefence. 

The  fird  aftion  of  Don  Antonio,  on  fucceed- 
ing  his  father,  was  to  put  to  death  his  elder  bro¬ 
ther.  He  had  received  orders  for  this  purpofe 
from  Don  Garcias  when  on  his  death-bed,  as 
well  as  to  fpare  none  of  the  princes  of  the  blood 
whom  he  might  get  into  his  power.  Thefe  or¬ 
ders  he  punctually  executed,  and  carried  his  pre¬ 
cautions  fo  far  as  to  difpatch  his  younged  bro¬ 
ther.  As  the  greater  part  of  the  princes,  having 
efcaped  the  poniard  or  Don  Garcias,  took  fliel- 
ter  in  the  kingdom  of  Angola,  he  made  driCt 
fearch  to  difcover  thofe  who  had  concealed 
themfeives  in  his  own,  and  they  were  all  maf- 
facred.  By  thefe  meafures,  he  accudomed  him- 
felf  fo  much  to  blood,  that  he  died  it  with  as 
little  remorfe  as  if  he  had  been  born  among  can¬ 
nibals.  The  tyrant  at  lad  proceeded  to  fuch  ex- 
cefs  of  cruelty,  that  he  fcarcely  could  procure 
domedics  to  ferve  him.  The  catholic  prieds  re- 
mondrated  not  only  againd  thefe  cruelties,  but 
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alfo  again#  the  inceftuous  marriage  he  had  con¬ 
tracted  with  one  of  his  relations.  He  was,  how¬ 
ever,  fo  incenfed,  that  he  deprived  the  clergy 
of  their  property,  and  declared  that  he  would 
extend  his  indignation  to  all  the  Portuguefe. 

The  latter  put  themfelves  in  a  ftate  of  de¬ 
fence,  and  began  by  taking  pofleffion  of  the 
gold  mines.  Don  Antonio,  to  oppofe  them,  le¬ 
vied  an  army,  as  is  faid,  of  five  hundred  thou- 
fand  men.  His  foothfayers  affured  him  of  vic¬ 
tory  ■,  and  that,  efcorted  by  the  greateft  of  the 
Portuguefe  lords,  he  would  enter  in  triumph  St. 
Paul  de  Loanda,  the  capital  of  the  kingdom  of 
Angola,  to  which  he  wTas  leading  his  troops. 
When  the  two  armies  met,  the  prudent  Don 
Antonio  retired  to  an  eminence,  from  whence  he 
could  have  a  view  of  the  combat.  The  Portu¬ 
guefe,  who  did  not  amount  to  four  thoufand,  foon 
difperfea  the  whole  multitude,  and  a  detach¬ 
ment  marched  diredtly  towards  the  eminence. 
The  guard  made  no  refiftance ;  Don  Antonio 
fell,  and  his  head  was  carried  round  in  triumph 
on  the  point  of  a  lance  an  entrance  very  dif¬ 
ferent  from  what  had  been  predicted  by  his 
foothfavers.  All  that  we  know  of  his  two  fuc- 

j 

ceffors,  Don  Alvarez  VII.  and  Don  Alvarez  VIII. 
does  not  deferve  a  place  in  hiftory  ;  and  if  any 
events  of  importance  have  fince  occurred,  we  are 
entirely  ignorant  of  them. 
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Angola. 

The  kingdom  of  Angola  is  a  province  dis¬ 
membered  from  Congo.  The  greater  part  of  it  t 
is  fubjed  to  the  dominion  of  the  Portuguefe.  It 
has  been  extended  along  with  the  religion  which 
they  introduced  into  it;  but  the  latter  is  as  little 
known,  and  as  badly  pradifed,  as  in  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Congo.  Religious  feftivals  are,  however, 
celebrated  here  with  more  pomp  and  magnifi¬ 
cence.  The  king  of  Angola  does  not  exercife 
over  thefe  provinces  all  the  authority  he  wifhes; 
and  he  is  fometimes  obliged  to  employ  force  for 
the  purpofe  of  making  his  orders  be  refpeded. 
On  thefe  occafions  he  is  faid  to  have  armies  of 
five  or  fix  hundred  thoufand  men,  difciplined 
after  the  method  of  Congo.  The  general  di- 
reds  all  their  movements,  and  communicates  his 
orders  by  the  found  of  mufical  inftruments.  His 
foldiers  attack  the  enemy  with  loud  fhouts,  and 
in  appearanee  with  much  fury ;  but  if  they  are 
once  thrown  into  confufion  by  any  panic  or  ac¬ 
cident,  they  can  be  rallied  neither  by  the  gene¬ 
ral  nor  his  inftruments.  All  the  drums  and 
trumpets  of  Africa  could  not  drown  the  horrible 
cries  of  one  of  thefe  armies  when  flying.  The 
great  number  of  flaves  with  which  this  kingdom 
carries  on  trade,  are  procured  on  thefe  occa- 
flons,  and  wars  are  often  undertaken  for  no  other 
purpofe. 
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The  fir  ft  governor  who  fhdok  off  the  yoke  of 
Congo,  being  called  Angola,  gave  his  name  to 
the  country,  which  was  before  known  by  that 
of  Dango.  For  along  time  he  tranfmitt'ed  to 
the  king  of  Congo  the  tribute  which  he  Owed 
him  as  governor;  but  feeing  that  prince  engaged 
in  a  foreign  war,  he  rendered  himfelf  indepen¬ 
dent.  The  Mani  Congo,  inftead  of  making  him 
return  to  his  duty  by  force,  thought  himfelf  ex¬ 
tremely  happy  to  obtain  affiftance  from  him 
againft  his  enemies.  They  liv  ed  afterwards  on 
good  terms,  and  Angola  attained  to  a  great  age, 
beloved  and  refpeded  by  his  people*  Finding 
his  end  approaching,  as  he  had  no  male  child¬ 
ren,  he  was  defirous  of  tranfmitting  the  fceptre 
to  his  eldeft  daughter  Zunda  Riangola.  He 
communicated  his  projed  to  his  prime  minifter, 
whom  he  had  raifed  to  that  dignity  from  a  ftate 
of  flavery.  The  ambitious  minifter  pretended  to 
approve  the  meafure,  as  he  refolved  to  turn  it  to 
his  own  advantage.  The  old  king  being  one  day 
in  his  palace,  the  minifter  fpread  a  fudden  alarm, 
and  fent  a  meffenger  to  announce  that  the  ene¬ 
my  were  at  the  gates.  The  monarch,  in  great 
trepidation,  begged  the  minifter  to  fave  him 
from  the  impending  danger.  The  latter,  who 
was  young  and  vigorous,  took  Angola  on  his 
fhoulders,  carried  him  to  the  remote  corner  of 
a  wood,  and  finding  no  one  near  him,  pulled 
out  a  dagger,  and  plunged  it  into  his  heart.  He 
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then  returned  as  if  ovmrwhelmned  with  grief  for 
the  lofs  of  the  king,  whom  he  pretended  to  have 
been  killed  by  an  accident.  The  princefs,  for 
whom  the  throne  was  deltined,  found  it  necef- 
fary  to  diffemble  her  fentiments,  and  to  fuffer 
the  affaffm  to  place  himfelf  upon  it;  but  whe¬ 
ther  naturally  ,  or  through  the  effedts  of  poi- 
fon,  he  was  foon  after  carried  off  by  a  fudden 
death. 

Zunda  Riangola  having  affumed  the  diadem,  zundaRtan- 
refolved  not  to  marry,  that  Ihe  might  have  nei-  s°h' 
ther  a  companion,  nor  a  cenfor  of  her  condudt  ; 
but  the  invited  to  refide  with  her  a  lifter,  named 
Tumma  Riangola,  who  had  two  fons.  The 
queen  being  jealous  of  the  eldeft,  the  darling  of 
the  people,  who  looked  up  to  him  with  great 
hope,  caufed  him  to  be  affaffinated.  The  mo¬ 
ther,  in  the  fitmolt  diftrefs,  levied  an  army  ta 
attack  the  murderer  of  her  fon.  The  two  filters 
took  the  field  at  the  head  of  their  troops,  but 
thofe  of  the  queen  gave  way,  and  Ihe  was  taken 
prifoner.  Tumma  Riangola  threw  herfelf  like 
one  frantic  on  her  barbarous  filter,  and  plunged 
a  dasher  into  her  bofom.  Neither  Ihe  nor  her 
hulbana,  however,  would  accept  the  crown, 
which  they  conferred  upon  their  fecond  fon  An¬ 
gola  Chilvagnh 

This  prince  had  a  great  number  of  wives,  and  ^huvigni  r 
many  children,  whom  he  eltablilhed,  during  his  D“mbi  An- 

°  gol,. 

life-time,  in  different  governments,  At  his  death 
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Ninga  An¬ 
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Bandi  An¬ 
gola. 


he  was  fucceeded  by  the  eldeft  of  his  fons, 
Dambi  Angola,  who  being  apprehenfive  that 
his  brothers  might  league  againtl  him  to  deprive 
him  of  the  crown,  had  recourfe  to  the  ufual  ex- 
pedient  of  putting  to  death  as  many  as  he  could. 
Dambi,  who  was  a  monfter  of  avarice  and  cruel¬ 
ty,  died  univerfally  detefted.  His  funeral,  how¬ 
ever,  was  magnificent,  according  to  the  tafte  of 
the  country;  and  his  grave  was  covered  by  a 
mountain  of  human  bodies  maflacred  in  honour 
of  his  memory.  His  fucceffor,  Angola  Chil¬ 
vagni  II.  was  an  intrepid  warrior,  and  a  man  of 
great  liberality,  but  exceedingly  vain.  His  flat¬ 
terers  made  him  believe  that  he  was  one  of  the 

■4 

gods  of  the  country;  and  he  required  that  divine 
honours  fhould  be  paid  to  him.  Ningha  An¬ 
gola,  who  fucceeded,  though  not  his  fon,  dif- 
played  an  inhuman  character,  and  indulged  in 
the  greatefl:  cruelties.  He  died  after  a  very  fhort 
reign  ;  and  in  order  that  his  death  might  re¬ 
ferable  his  life,  he  was  interred  in  the  moft  fo- 
lemn  manner  amidfl:  a  hecatomb  of  human  bo¬ 
dies. 

Bandi  Angola  carried  his  cruelty  fo  far,  that 
he  alienated  the  affection  of  his  fubjedts,  and 
that  they  preferred  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
Giagas  to  remaining  in  his.  The  cannibals  ran 
to  the  afiiftance  of  their  neighbours,  as  if  they 
had  been  haftening  to  a  fplendid  banquet.  The 
king  of  Congo  and  the  Portuguefe  thought  it 
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good  policy  not  to  fuffer  the  king  of  Angola  to 
be  oppreffed  by  thefe  barbarians,  who  might 
afterwards  fall  upon  them.  They  therefore  fent 
troops  to  the  relief  of  Bandi.  The  Portuguefe, 
in  particular,  rendered  him  the  moll  effential 
fervices ;  but  by  way  of  reward  he  entertained  a 
defign  of  caufing  them  all  to  be  maffacred.  The 
princefs,  the  king’s  daughter,  being  enamoured 
of  their  brave  general,  informed  him  of  the  plot. 
He  accordingly  faved  himfelf  in  time,  carried  his 
countrymen  in  fafety  to  Congo,  and  fet  out  for 
Portugal,  from  which  he  returned  with  a  rein¬ 
forcement  that  made  Bandi  tremble.  The  Por¬ 
tuguefe  overran  the  country  with  fire  and  fvvord; 
but  the  greateft  mifchief  they  did  to  the  mo¬ 
narch  was  by  fupporting  a  plan  formed  againlt 
his  life.  The  confpirators  made  ufe  of  a  ftrata- 
gem,  which  fliews  that  this  prince  was  very  ill 
ferved  by  his  fpies.  They  went  to  inform  him 
that  a  rebel  was  marching  through  the  country, 
and  caufing  terrible  devaftation.  On  their  en¬ 
treaty,  Bandi  allowed  them  to  raife  troops,  with 
which  they  made  a  feint 'of  going  to  attack  an 
enemy,  who  did  not  exift.  They  then  pretend¬ 
ed  that  they  had  defeated  him  ;  and  thus  inr- 
duced  .the  king  to  repair  to  the  camp  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  triumph.  He  went  thither 
without  any  fufpicion ;  and  being  furround- 
ed  by  the  confpirators,  was  inftantly  difpatch- 
ed. 
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He  left  a  fon  and  three  daughters,  all  born  by 
one  female  fiave.  According  to  the  laws  of  the 
country,  none  of  thefe  children  could  inherit 
the  throne,  on  account  of  the  fervile  hate  of 
their  mother  ;  yet,  by  means  of  intrigue,  the  fon, 
named  Nighola-m-Bandi,  was  acknowledged  as 
fovereign.  He  was  indebted  for  his  good  for¬ 
tune  chiefly  to  his  lifters,  who,  by  their  excel¬ 
lent  qualities,  and  well-timed  liberality,  had 
gained  the  efteem  of  the  great,  and  the  afteftion 
of  the  people.  The  eldeft  was  called  Zingha 
Bandi ;  the  names  of  the  other  two  were  Cambi 
and  Fungi.  The  king’s  firft  care  was  to  endea¬ 
vour  to  bring  about  a  peace  with  the  Portuguefe; 
and  he  entrufted  the  negociation  to  his  After 
Zingha.  She  was  the  fame  perhaps  who  be¬ 
fore  the  death  of  her  father  had  informed  the 
Portuguefe  general  of  the  defign  formed  to  de- 
ftroy  him,  as  well  as  his  countrymen ;  and,  in 
that  cafe,  the  monarch  could  not  have  chofen  an 
envoy  more  likely  to  fucceed. 

This  princefs  waited  on  the  Portuguefe  vice¬ 
roy,  attended  by  a  retinue  worthy  of  her  rank, 
and  was  received  with  the  greateft  marks  of  dif- 
tindlion.  On  entering  the  hall  of  audience,  fhe 
obferved  a  magnificent  chair  deftined  for  the 
viceroy,  and  oppofite  to  it,  on  the  ground,  a  fu- 
perb  carpet  and  two  cufhions  for  her.  She  was 
difpleafed  with  this  ceremonial  ;  but  without 
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feeming  offended,  (he  made  a  private  fign  to  one 
of  the  ladies  of  her  fuite,  who  immediately  fell 
on  her  knees  on  the  carpet,  and  leaning  on  her 
elbows,  prefented  her  back  to  her  miftrefs. 
Zingha  placed  herfelr  upon  it,  and  remained  in 
that  fituation  during  the  whole  conference.  The 
Portuguefe,  among  other  conditions  of  peace, 
required  that  the  king  of  Angola  fhould  acknow¬ 
ledge  himfelf  a  vaffalof  the  crown  of  Portugal, 
and  pay  an  annual  tribute.  The  haughty  prin- 
cefs  rejefted  thefe  terms  with  indignation. 
tc  They  are  fit  to  be  propofed,”  faid  (he,  “  only 
“  to  a  people  conquered  by  the  force  of  arms, 
“  and  not  to  a  powerful  fovereign,  who  folicits 
“  of  his  own  free  will  the  friendfhip  of  the  Por- 
“  tuguefe.”  Zingha  obtained  what  the  defired. 
When  the  viceroy  was  taking  leave,  he  re¬ 
marked  to  her,  that  the  lady  on  whom  the  had 
fat  remained  kill  in  the  fame  pofture,  and  beg¬ 
ged  fhe  would  defire  her  to  rife  ;  upon  which 
fhe  replied  :  “  It  does  not  become  the  ambaffa- 
“  drefs  of  a  great  king  to  make  twice  ufe  of  the 
“  fame  chair:  1  leave  her  to  you.” 

The  princefs  was  fo  charmed  with  the  polite- 
nefs  of  the  Portuguefe,  and  the  honours  paid  to 
her,  that  fhe  remained  fome  time  at  Loanda, 
their  capital.  Her  attention  was  particularly 
attrafiled  by  the  troops ;  the  arms,  good  order, 
and  difciplineof  which  lhe  much  admired.  Whe¬ 
ther  from  policy  or  tafte,  (lie  caufed  herfelf  to 
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be  inflrufted  in  the  chriflian  religion,  and  was 
baptized.  When  fhe  returned  to  her  brother, 
Ihe  prevailed  on  him  to  receive  inflruCtion,  and 
to  fend  for  miffionaries  ;  but  when  they  arrived 
the  king  would  not  hear  them.  He  delayed  alfo 
to  ratify  the  treaty  concluded  by  his  filler,  and 
thefe  tergiverfations  rekindled  the  war.  There 
is  reafon  to  conjecture,  that  Zingha,  incenfed  at 
this  infult  offered  to  her  by  her  brother,  though 
fhe  abflained  from  openly  efpoufing  the  party  of 
the  Portuguefe,  did  not  declare  in  his  favour. 
He  became  therefore  fufpicious  of  her;  and 
being  uncertain  refpeCting  the  fate  of  the  war, 
entrufled  his  only  fon  to  a  chief  of  the  Giagas, 
his  neighbour,  that  in  cafe  of  any  finifter  event, 
he  might  be  protected  from  the  cruelty  of 
his  lifter.  Fortune  was  not  favourable  to  this 
prince.  The  Portuguefe  defeated  his  army, 
and  Unit  him  up  in  a  fmall  ifland,  where  he  was 
expofed  to  the  danger  of  being*  devoured  by 
wild  bealts,  or  of  perifhing  by  famine.  His 
filler,  it  is  faid,  prevented  this  cataftrophe, 
and  it  is  believed  that  fhe  caufed  him  to  be 
poifoned. 

Zingha  afcended  the  throne  to  the  prejudice 
of  her  nephew.  She  alfo  juflified  the  other  fear 
of  her  brother ;  and  having  induced  the  young 
prince,  by  feigned  careffes,  to  vifit  her,  flabbed 
him  with  her  own  hand.  This  commencement 
fully  fhewed  what  might  be  expeCled  from  her 
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in  future ;  and  the  Portuguefe  foon  perceived 
that  in  her  they  would  have  a  formidable  enemy. 
They  had  got  into  their  hands  the  moft  beautiful 
part  of  Angola  ; — an  ufurpation  the  was  as  little 
difpofed  to  fuffer  as  the  was  to  confine  herfelf 
within  the  province  of  Matamba,  the  only  pof- 
feflion  they  feemed  willing  to  leave  to  her  under 
the  name  of  kingdom.  Zingha  declared  war  as 
foon  as  fhe  had  made  the  neceffary  preparations 
to  ftrengthen  her  power  by  alliances  with  the 
Giagas,  and  other  idolatrous  princes.  She  en¬ 
tered  into  a  treaty  alfo  with  the  king  of  Congo, 
and  even  with  the  Dutch,  who  were  then  at 
war  with  the  Portuguefe.  The  princefs  attack¬ 
ed  the  latter  with  great  boldnefs,  and  gained 
fome  advantages ;  but  in  the  midft  of  her  fuc- 
cefs  was  deferted  by  her  allies.  The  Dutch 
were  obliged  to  retire,  and  the  king  of  Congo 
recalled  his  troops.  Misfortunes  fucceeded  each 
other  fo  rapidly,  that,  being  abandoned  even  by 
her  own  fubje&s,  fhe  was  reduced  to  the  necef- 
fity  of  quitting  her  Rates,  and  of  taking  flielter 
in  the  deferts. 

The  Portugtiefe  now  entertained  hopes  that 
they  fhould  be  able  to  make  her  comply  with 
their  wifhes.  They  fent  her  an  offer  of  peace, 
provided  fhe  would  fubmit  to  pay  a  certain  tri¬ 
bute,  and  agree  to  fome  other  conditions,  which, 
they  faid,  .were  not  difagreeable  to  her  fubje£ls. 
She,  however,  replied  :  <e  My  people  may  wear 
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“  chains  if  they  are  bafe  enough  to  fuffer  them 
“  to  be  impofed  on  them  :  as  for  me,  I  lhall 
tc  never  be  dependent  on  a  foreign  power/’ 
This  refolution  was,  in  fome  meafure,  not  un- 
expefled.  Finding,  therefore,  that  there  was 
no  more  room  for  negociation,  they  appointed 
king  of  Angola  a  perfon  chofen  from  among^the 
princes  of  the  royal  family.  They  obliged  him 
to  embrace  the  chrillian  religion,  and  at  baptifm 
gave  him  the  name  of  John.  He  lived  only  a 
Ihort  time  ;  and  was  fucceeded  by  another  called 
Philip,  who  was  raifed  to  the  throne  on  the  fame 
conditions. 

Zingha,  highly  incenfed  to  find  herfelf  ftrip- 
ped  of  her  fineft  provinces,  and  to  fee  another 
thruftinto  her  place,  threw  herfelf  in  defpairinto 
the  hands  of  the  Giagas  openly  renounced  the 
chrillian  religion, and  adopted  that  of  the  pagans, 
wdth  all  their  fuperftitious  rites  and  inhuman  fa- 
crifices.  She  was  defied  their  chief,  and  be¬ 
came  more  ferocious  than  their  finghilles,  or  the 
moll  barbarous  of  their  priells.  Zingha  revived 
that  practice  of  the  Giagas,  by- which  women, 
when  they  brought  forth  children,  ceafed  to  be 
mothers.  She  obliged  them  to  dellroy  all  their 
offspring  below  feven  years  of  age.  She  re-ella- 
blilhed  all  the  diabolical  ceremonies  of  thefe 
monllers,  and  appeared,  under  arms,  at  their 
head.  Having  as  much  Ikill  and  vigour  as  the 
moll  expert  foldier,  to  bend  the  bow,  or  hurl  the 
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javelin,  flie  was  the  foremod  to  ex-pofe  herfelf 
to  the  moil  imminent  danger ;  and  acoxuired  fo 
much  credit  among  thefe  cannibals,  by  conform¬ 
ing  to  their  manner  of  life,  and  even  out-do¬ 
ing  them,  if  poflible,  in  cruelty,  that  on  the 
lead  fignal  they  were  ready  to  follow  her  on  the 
mod  perilous  enterprizes.  With  this  confufed 
multitude,  of  whom  the  compofed  a  formidable 
army,  Zingha  entered  the  provinces  fubjeCt  to 
the  Portuguefe.  She,  however,  did  not  amufe 
herfelf  with  attacking  fortified  places,  for  which 
her  troops  were  not  proper,  but  ravaged  the 
level  country  with  the  fury  of  a  ferocious  ani¬ 
mal  ;  madacred  and  burnt,  plundered  and  de- 
ftroyed,  wherever  due  went ;  and  having  re¬ 
tired,  loaded  with  booty,  re-appe  red  again 
when  die  was  fuppofed  to  be  at  a  confiderable 
didance. 

This  war  continued  feveral  years.  Zingha 
experienced  fome  lodes ;  but  die  found  means 
to  repair  them  by  her  valour  and  prudence. 
Attempts  were  made  to  leden  her  authority,  by 
fpreading  a  report  among  the  Giagas  that  die 
inclined  to  chridianitv,  and  was  ready  to  return 
to  that  religion.  To  dedroy  this  opinion,  fo 
fatal  to  her  power,  die  united  herfelf  more 
clofely  than  ever  to  the  Jinghillcs,  and  indulged 
with  more  ardour  in  all  thofe  abominations  which 
could  gain  the  affections  of  the  foldiers.  She 
had  among  them  a  number  of  fpies,  who  com- 
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municated  to  her  whatever  they  did  or  faid. 
By  making  proper  ufe  of  thefe  difcoveries,  fhe 
was  at  length  confidered  as  a  divinity  ;  her 
words  were  like  the  refponfes  of  an  oracle  ;  and 
a  look  or  a  gefture  were  often  a  fentence  of 
death,  which  ftruck  terror  into  the  moft  intrepid. 

The  Portuguese  could  find  no  other  means  of 
checking  her  impetuous  courfe  than  by  oppofing 
to  her  another  chief  of  the  Giagas.  While  they 
were  engaged  in  hoffili ties,  the  Europeans  en¬ 
joyed  forne  tranquillity  ;  but  they  were  at  the 
fame  time  afraid  that  thefe  barbarians,  by  often 
meeting  each  other  in  the  field,  might  at  laft 
unite,  which  would  render  the  fate  of  their 
provinces  ftill  worfe.  They  endeavoured,  there¬ 
fore,  to  induce  Zingha  to  adopt  a  pacific  dif- 
pofition,  and  fent  an  embaflador  to  her  under  a 
pretence  of  becoming  mediators  between  her 
and  the  Giagas  her  enemies.  As  they  imagined 
that  (lie  was  not  abfolutely  averfe  to  chriftianity, 
they  difpatched  along  with  the  embaflador, 
whofe  name  was  Don  Gafpar  Borgia,  a  priefl: 
called  Don  Antonio  Coeglio,  who,  while  the 
former  was  treating  in  regard  to  political  affairs, 
was  to  try  to  revive  in  her  mind  thofe  fparks  of 
religion  which  were  fuppofed  not  to  be  alto¬ 
gether  extinguifhed. 

Each  difcharged  his  commiffion  with  prudence 
and  ability  3  but  neither  of  them  fucceeded. 
She  replied  to  the  former,  that  fhe  would  confider 
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it  an  honour  to  be  allied  to  their  king,  but  none 
to  be  his  fubjeft  ;  and  that  in  regard  to  the  fe£t 
of  the  Giagas,  among  whom  the  had  lived  for 
feveral  years,  and  who  had  fupplied  her  with  an 
immenfe  number  of  foldiers,  both  her  honour 
and  intereft  required  that  {he  (hodld  always 
afford  them  fupport  and  protefiiion.  She  told 
the  latter  that  (he  remembered  extremely  well 
that  {he  had  embraced  chriftianity,  and  had  been 
baptized  ;  but  that  the  time  was  not  then  proper 
fpr  fpeaking  to  her  of  any  change  :  and  (he  de- 
fired  them  to  remember  that  it  was  entirely 
owing  to  them  that  fhe  had  abjured  their  religion. 

The  negociation,  therefore,  returned  without 
fuccefs,  but  not  without  hopes. 

Opportunities,  indeed,  occurred  of  renewing 
the  attempt.  Zingha  having  experienced  Ioffes 
and  vexation,  Don  Salvador  Correa,  the  Portu- 
guefe  viceroy,  a  man  of  great  moderation  and 
prudence,  thought  the  moment  favourable  for 
overcoming,  by  kind  offers,  that  fpirit  which 
could  not  be  fubdued  by  force.  He  therefore 
difpatched  two  capuchin  miffionaries,  men  dif- 
tinguithed  by  their  wifdom,  who  wrere  charged 
to  thank  her  for  fome  favours  flie  had  conferred 
on  the  chriftians  in  her  ftates,  and  to  folicit  a 
continuance  of  them.  She  received. them  with 
kindnefs,  and  granted  their  requeft.  fhey 
embraced  this  opportunity  of  repr'efenting  to 
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her  the  crime  of  her  apoftacy,  and  what  danger 
Hie  incurred  by  perfifting  in  it. 

The  queen  was  moved,  and  fetching  a  deep 
figh,  addrelfed  them  as  follows  :  “  O  my  fathers ! 
<c  may  God  have  pity  on  a  princefs,  wounded 
££  in  the  muff  fenfible  part.  It  is  by  the  fault  of 
“  another  that  I  am  reduced  to  the  condition  in 
“  which  you  now  fee  me.  I  ihould  not  have 
££  been  fo — I  ihould  not  now  live  in  torture, 
“  which  words  cannot  exprefs — had  i  not  been 
££  deprived  of  my  rights.  Have  compaffion 
“  upon  me.  I  have  been  robbed  of  my  Hates, 
££  and  attempts  are  now  made  to  oblige  me  to 
“  lofe  my  foul.  I  am  perfectly  fenfible  that  I 
“  am  not  in  the  right  way  3  but  I  muff  continue 
“  in  my  error,  unlefs  I  clioofe  to  become  an  ob- 
££  je£f  of  contempt  to  my  people.  I  muff:  alfo 
££  remain  in  it,  until  the  ufurpers  reftore  every 
££  thing  they  have  taken  from  me.  Reflect, 
££  yourfelves,  how  unfortunate  I  am  to  fpend  all 
“  my  life  in  the  tumult  of  arms,  and  amidft 
££  flaugh’ter.  Pray  then  to  God  for  me,  that  he 
££  would  deign  to  break  the  chains  with  which  I 
“  am  loaded  ;  becaufe  I  am  too  weak  to  do  it 
£C  mvfelf.  In  that  cafe  I  promife  to  the  divine 
£t  IMajefty  that  1  will  grant  you  every  power  you 
££  wifh,  in  order  that  you  may  labour  for  the 
£C  converfion  of  my  people  ;  and,  at  the  fame 
££  time,  I  will  afiifr  you  with  all  my  forces.” 
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The  conclufion  of  this  fpeech,  which  was  ac¬ 
companied  with  tears,  convinced  the  miflionaries 
that  the  Portuguefe  would  never  be  able  to  bend 
this  haughty  princefs,  as  long  as  they  perfifted  in 
attempting  to  make  her  fubmit  to  the  tribute 
and  homage  w’hich  they  wifhed  to  irnpofe  upon 
her.  The  viceroy,  to  whom  they  reported 
what  they  had  done,  was  of  the  fame  opinion. 
Though  oppofed  by  his  council,  he  relaxed  in 
his  pretenfions ;  entered  into  a  fincere  negotiation 
with  Zingha  ;  and,  having  reftored  to  her  fome 
provinces,  acknowledged  her  as  the  ally,  and 
not  the  fubjedl,  of  Portugal.  The  queen  was 
affeffed  by  this  open  and  generous  condutt :  {he 
relaxed  alfo  on  her  part ;  granted  with  good  will 
what  could  never  have  been  extorted  from  her 
by  force  ;  and  thought  of  nothing  but  the  evil 
{lie  had  done,  particularly  in  regard  to  religion. 

She  had,  however,  little  time  remaining  for 
that  purpofe.  as  (lie  was  already'  feventy-five 
years  of  age  ;  but  the  exerted  herfelf  with  all  the 
ardour  of  a  young  convert.  She  returned  with 
the  utmoft  fincerity  into  the  bofom  of  the 
church,  and  exhorted  her  fubjeffs  to  follow  her 
example.  She  was  fo  much  feared  and  refpeff- 
ed  that  this  change  occafioned  no  commotion. 
The  Jinghilles  murmured,  but  they  durft  not  at¬ 
tempt  to  excite  any  difturbance.  Having  firft 
employed  gentle  means,  the  iffued  fevere  editfs 
againft  idolatry  ;  and  in  order  to  retlore  mar- 
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riage  to  an  honourable  eftate,  Ihe  fubjedled  her- 
felf  to  that  bond,  and  made  Fungi  Cambi,  who 
was  almoft  as  old,  follow  her  example.  She 
prohibited  polygamy,  and  forbade  mothers  in 
future  to  expofe  their  children,  or  to  get  rid  of 
them  in  any  other  manner.  We  might  confider 
as  marks  of  her  converfion  the  churches  Ihe  built, 
and  the  riches  with  which  Ihe  endowed  them ; 
but  thefe  equivocal  figns  are  of  lefs  importance 
than  the  uninterrupted  proofs  which  fhe  gave 
of  fincere  piety,  and  the  care  fhe  took  to  ad- 
minifter  jullice,  to  relieve  the  wants  of  her 
people,  and  to  inftrudl  them  herfelf  as  their 
catechift  and  mother. 

1  Zingha  died  while  engaged  in  thefe  laudable 
occupations,  at  the  age  of  nearly  eighty.  She 
exprefsly  forbade  the  inhuman  facrifices,  ufed 
among  the  Giagas,  to  be  revived  at  her  death  ; 
but  the  ladies  of  the  court,  more  affedfed  by  the 
fear  of  feeing  the  ancient  pradlice  renewed, 
than  encouraged  by  the  prohibition,  all  fled 
when  the  body  was  about  to  be  depofited  in 
the  grave,  and  did  not  appear  again  until  it  was 
covered  with  earth.  They  abandoned  them- 
felves  then,  like  the  reft  of  the  people,  to  fighs 
and  lamentation:  their  regret,  being  founded  on 
efteem,  was  fincere.  Every  perfon  was  infpired 
by  the  fame  fentiments,  and  even  thofe  who 
were  difpleafed  at  her  change  of  religion,  and 
who  had  fullered  by  it,  forgave  her  on  account 
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of  her  eminent  qualities.  Her  death  put  an 
end  to  the  empire.  Her  lifter  fwayed  the 
fceptre  only  for  a  year,  with  a  hand  enfeebled 
by  age.  The  kings  appointed  by  the  Portu- 
guefe — or  rather  they  themfelves,  in  the  name  of 
thefe  princes — united  under  their  dominion  all 
the  provinces  poflefled  by  Zingha ;  and  tired  at 
length  of  maintaining  thefe  phantoms  of  fove- 
reigns,  they  converted  the  kingdom  of  Angola 
into  one  of  their  moft  ufeful  colonies,  under  the 
command  of  a  viceroy. 

Loango. 

Loango  is  alfo  a  part  detached  from  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Congo.  In  travelling  through  the  pro¬ 
vinces  fome  cuftoms  are  found  not  common  in 
the  whole  country.  Such,  for  example,  as  that 
in  Camma,  where  the  hufbands  are  fo  free  from 
jealoufy,  that  they  offer  their  wives  to  their 
friends  and  even  to  ftrangers.  If  they  receive 
them  they  are  the  more  efteemed :  and  the  cafe 
is  the  fame  after  they  have  been  well  beat  by 
their  hufbands;  this  treatment  is  a  mark  of  con¬ 
jugal  affeftion.  At  Gobbi,  in  the  time  of  a 
plague,  one  of  the  miffionaries  faw  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  burn  their  deity  after  they  had  invoked  it 
in  vain.  “  Since  it  can  be  of  no  ufe  to  us,” 
faid  they,”  “  in  fuch  a  calamity  as  this,  what 
afliftance  can  we  expeft  from  it  in  others?” 
When  the  miffionaries  went  into  any  of  the 
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houfes,  they  were  informed  that  entrance  into 
the  apartment  of  their  wives  was  forbidden  : 
this  prohibition  is  to  prevent  ftrangers  from 
going  thither,  as  they  think  themfelves  obliged 
to  give  two  nights  cf  their  wives  to  thofe  who 
vifit  thfem. 

The  inhabitants  of  Loango  are  known  by  the 
name  of  Barmas.  They  are  tail,  vigorous,  and 
well  rnade^  and  exceedingly  civil,  though  they 
were  formerly  anthropophagi.  Polygamy  is 
every-where  allowed.  Except  the  difference, 
which  has  been  mentioned  in  regard  to  Gamma, 
jealoufy  prevails  in  general  throughout  the  na¬ 
tion.  Opulent  people  have  ten  or  twelve  law¬ 
ful  wives,  who  are,  howrever,  as  much  (laves  as 
the  ref  ;  that  is  to  fay,  are  burthened  with  ail 
the  laborious  part  of  their  domeftic  economy. 
They  never  eat  with  their  hulbands;  they  feed 
on  what  they  leave ;  and  never  fpeak  to  them 
but  on  their  knees,  and  with  the  utmoft  fubmif- 
fion.  The  children  follow  the  fate  of  their  mo¬ 
ther,  and  according  to  her  condition  are  born 
Haves  or  free.  They  never  inherit  the  property 
of  their  father,  which  at  his  deceafe  falls  to  his 
brother  or  eldeft  filter.  White  children,  who 
have  grey  eyes,  with  white  or  red  hair,  are  fome- 
times  born  of  negro  parents  :  on  the  firft  view, 
one  might  take  them  for  Europeans,  but  on 
examining  them  more  clofely  their  complexion 
has  the  cadaverous  appearance  of  a  corpfe. 
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They  are  weak -lighted,  and  do  not  fee  clearly 
but  by  moon-light :  they  are  faid  to  be  incap¬ 
able  of  engendering.  When  any  of  them  are 
born,  they  are  prefented  to  the  king,  who  makes 
them  forcerers  and  foothfayers,  or  fometimes 
counfellors.  The  Portuguefe  call  them  albinos. 

Every  perfon  here  has  a  deity  of  his  own, 
which  he  calls  mokiffo.  and  fetiche.  The  houfes 
are  covered  with  them,  under  all  kinds  of  figures 
— of  men  and  women,  birds,  trees,  and  others  of 
the  like  kind.  The  moll  devout  carry  them 
fufpended  from  their  necks  in  a  fmall  box. 
None  but  old  men  are  fet  apart  for  the  wor- 
fhip  of  thefe  gods..  They  are  confecrated  by 
the  enganga  mokiffo ,  or  chief  of  the  magicians, 
with  the  moft  ridiculous  ceremonies,  but  which 
give  to  the  pridts  great  authority.  They  pre¬ 
tend  to  the  art  of  difeovering  thofe  who  have 
occafioned  death — which,  as  in  Congo,  is  never 
fuppofed  to  be  natural ;  and  this  indication  is 
attended  with  the  fame  advantages  to  the 
prielts,  and  produces  the  fame  misfortunes  to 
the  nation,  as  in  the  former  kingdom. 

The  royal  family  believe  in  tranfmigration  ; 
the  others  place  the  fouls  of  their  dead  in  their 
domeftic  gods,  and  by  thefe  means  convert 
them  into  tutelary  fpirits,  for  whom  they  pre¬ 
pare  beautiful  habitations,  or  a  kind  of  chapels, 
where  they  offer  to  them  the  fir  ft  fruits  of  all 
their  productions :  they  neither  tafte  food  nor 
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drink  until  it  has  been  tailed  by  a  mokiffo. 
Someconfign  the  fouls  of  the  deceafed  to  heaven, 
and  others  banifh  them  below  the  earth,  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  merit,  after  they  have  fojourned  in 
the  body.  Others  are  perfuaded  that  they  die 
with  the  body,  unlefs  they  are  kept  alive  by 
conjuration  :  this  is  Hill  a  fource  of  profit  to  the 
forcerers.  The  fovereigns  of  this  country  have 
found  means  to  make  the  people  believe  that 
they  themfelves  are  mokiffos — the  caufes  of 
good  and  evil — abundance,  peace,  and  happi- 
nefs,  when  they  are  well  pleafed,  but  war,  fa¬ 
mine,  and  calamities  of  every  kind,  when  their 
fubjefls  deviate  from  their  duty.  Every  perfon 
who  holds  a  diftinguifhed  office  is  elfeemed  by 
the  people  in  proportion  to  his  dignity.  Such 
ideas  are  exceedingly  well  calculated  to  pro¬ 
mote  fubordination.  They  bury  many  things 
with  their  dead ;  and  mourn  for  them,  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  rank,  certain  hours  and  days,  but 
never  more  than  three,  during  which  time  they 
mull  make  dreadful  lamentations.  Foreigners 
are  not  interred  in  the  country,  as  they  ima¬ 
gine  that  their  bodies  would  occafion  to  it  fome 
misfortune.  They  are  thrown  into  a  river  or  into 
the  fea. 

The  Europeans  cannot  trade  here  until  they 
have  obtained  the  king’s  permiffion,  which  they 
are  obliged  to  purchafe.  His  fubje&s  give  him 
the  title  of  fambo  ponge>  which  fignifies  god. 
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This  is  no  doubt  proper,  fince  they  believe  that 
all  events  depend  upon  him  in  his  quality  of 
mokifTo.  The  chief  officers  of  the  kingdom  are 
held  in  great  refpeft.  Every  man  being  born  a 
foldier,  they  are  all  obliged  to  appear  at  re¬ 
views,  and  to  take  the  field  when  called  upon  ; 
but  they  are  wretched  troops.  The  laws,  ex¬ 
cept  thofe  againft  treafon,  are  not  very  fevere  ; 
yet  any  of  the  king’s  wives,  if  convicted  of  adul¬ 
tery,  would  be  burnt  alive.  His  daughters, 
lifters,  and  other  relations,  however,  whom  he 
gives  in  marriage  to  the  grandees  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  enjoy  full  liberty  in  this  refpetf,  and  may 
abufe  it  if  they  think  proper :  the  hufband  has 
not  the  fame  privilege.  The  king  eats  in  one 
hall,  and  drinks  in  another.  No  one,  under 
pain  of  death,  muft  fee  him  on  thefe  occafions. 
The  adminiftration  of  juftice  is  his  principal  oc¬ 
cupation,  and  employs  his  time  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  day.  When  he  appears  in 
public  it  is  with  great  pomp,  amidft  the  noife 
of  acclamations  and  of  mufical  inftruments. 
The  albinos,  with  dwarfs  and  pigmies,  form 
part  of  his  retinue :  the  latter  race  of  men  are 
found  in  the  frontiers,  at  the  diftance  of  a 
month’s  journey  from  the  capital.  Their  chief 
bufinefs  is  the  hunting  of  elephants,  which 
feem  to  contemn  their  diminutive  fize ;  and 
they  occafion  great  deftrudtion  among  thefe 
enormous  quadrupeds.  Though  of  fmall  fta- 
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ture,  they  are  formidable  enemies.  It  is  a  mark 
of  great  favour  to  be  admitted  to  reft  one’s 
hands  on  the  king’s  knees,  and  to  recline  the 
head  on  his  bofom.  The  crown  does  not  pafs  in 
fucceftion  to  the  monarch’s  children,  but  to  the 
eldeft  of  thofe  ol  his  brother  or  his  filter.  The 
kings  are  in  alliance  with  Portugal,  but  they 
do  not  feem  to  be  dependent  on  it.  Chrif- 
tianity  is  in  a  more  feeble  ftate  here  than  in 
Congo  and  Angola. 

Thefe  three  kingdoms  have  often  been  harafled 
by  the  Giagas.  It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  it 
was  a  woman  who  added  a  kind  of  religious 
fanaticifm  to  the  ferocity  of  thefe  monfters, 
and  who  confequently  rendered  their  barbarity 
more  adlive  and  dangerous ;  her  name  w~as  Tern 
Bam  Dumba.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Donais, 
the  captain  of  one  of  thefe  wandering  hordes, 
who  traverfe  the  deferts  of  Africa,  and  Muffafa 
his  wife.  The  places  on  the  fea-coaft  often  fell 
a  prey  to  the  cruelty  of  thefe  barbarians,  as 
they  were  more  populous,  and  therefore  more 
capable  of  fupplving  them  with  the  means  of 
oduttintr  themfelves  with  human  blood,  their 
thirft  of  which  was  infatiable.  They  drank  it 
from  the  fculls  of  thofe  they  had  butchered  ; 
and  to  make  the  flefti  of  their  unhappy  vittims 
tender,  they  expofed  them  to  the  moft  cruel  tor¬ 
ments.  Quizzuva,  one  of  thefe  chiefs,  caufed 
a  fquare  before  his  habitation  to  be  paved  with 
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the  bones  of  thofe  he  had  devoured.  When 
Donais  died,  his  fpoufe  Muffafa,  a  bold  and  in¬ 
trepid  woman,  affumed  the  command  ;  and,  hav¬ 
ing  been  educated  from  her  infancy  amidft 
daughter,  was  always  the  foremoll  in  battle, 
and  the  laft  to  retire.  She  was  fond  of  appear¬ 
ing  in  the  drefs  and  with  the  armour  of  a  man. 
The  warlike  difpofition  which  fhe  obferved  in 
her  daughter  induced  her  to  equip  her  in  the 
fame  manner,  and  to  make  her  follow  her  in  her 
expeditions. 

Tern  Bam  Dumba  improved  fo  much  under 
her  mother,  that  the  latter  did  not  hefitate  to 
place  her  at  the  head  of  a  party  of  her  troops. 
The  daughter,  amidlt  the  licentioufnefs  of  a 
camp,  abandoned  herfelf,  without  referve,  to 
her  voluptuous  inclinations.  She  had  lovers 
without  number,  whom  fhe  put  to  death  pri¬ 
vately  as  foon  as  fhe  began  to  be  tired  of  them. 
Her  mother  reclaimed  her,  however,  from  her 
excefifes.  Tem  Bam.  Dumba  revolted  openly 
againll  her,  and  corrupted  her  ,  army.  Her  ex¬ 
ploits  made  her  to  be  confidered  by  the  foldiers, 
not  only  as  an  extraordinary  young  woman,  but 
as  a  divinity.  She  herfelf  pretended  to  be  in- 
fpired,  and  deflined  to  lay  the  foundations  of  an 
empire  which  would  eternize  her  memory.  Be-- 
ing  dreffed  and  armed  like  a  man,  fhe  appeared 
at  the  head  of  her  troops,  and  addreffed  them  as 
follows  :  “  I  am  defirous  of  reviving  the  laws 
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“  and  ceremonies  of  the  ancient  Giagas,  which 
“  will  be  the  infallible  means  of  rendering  you 
“  all  rich  and  happy.  The  example  I  am  about 
e£  to  give  is  worthy  of  your  courage.  If  you 
“  do  not  follow  it  I  fhall  believe  that  you  have 
‘s  degenerated  from  vour  illuflrious  race.” 

After  this  fpeech,  which  attracted  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  her  foldiers,  ilie  fent  for  her  only  Ton;  the 
megacra  then  threw  him  into  a  mortar,  pounded 
him  herfelf,  and  having  reduced  his  body  to  a 
pafte,  placed  it  on  the  fire  in  a  kettle,  with  cer¬ 
tain  powders,  roots,  and  oil,  made  an  ointment 
of  it,  and  pulling  off  her  clothes,  caufed  her 
whole-  body  to  be  rubbed  over  with  it  in  the 
prefence  of  the  people.  te  All  thofe,”  faid  (he, 
“  who  fhall  anoint  their  bodies  as  I  have  done 
44  mine  will  be  invulnerable,  and  fure  of  fuc- 
44  ceeding  in  all  their  enterprizes.”  She  then 
added,  that  the  ointment  to  be  more  efficacious 
ought  to  be  made  from  the  flefh  of  the  children  of 
the  moft  diftinguilhed  families,  voluntarily  facri- 
ficed  by  their  parents.  This,  charm  was  fup- 
pofed  to  infpire  people  alfo  with  military  talents, 
and  to  give  them  prudence  and  wifdom  in  their 
councils.  Tern  Bam  Dumba  enafted  laws 
which  all  tended  to  excite  a  fpirit  of  ferocity. 
Male  children  were  excluded,  till  a  certain  age, 
from  the  kilombo,  or  camp ;  thofe  who  appeared 
there  before  the  preferibed  period  were  devoted 
to  deftruefion,  and  women  were  forbidden  to 
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bring  forth  in  it  under  pain  of  being  condemn-  ■ 
ed  to  devour  their  own  offspring,  or  of  fubmit- 
ting  to  death  themfelves.  Children  bom  de¬ 
formed  or  imperfeCl  were  ordered  to  be  thrown 
to  the  dogs.  Thefe  laws  fhe  called  quixilles, 
that  is  to  fav,  inviolable.  This  horrid  code  con- 
eluded  with  an  injunction  to  her  fubjeCbs  to  feed 
always  on  human  fiefh,  in  preference  to  any 
other.  We  are  told  of  one  of  her  worthy  dif- 
ciples,  who  caufed  a  young  woman  to  be  but¬ 
chered  every  day  for  her  table.  Thus  two 
paflions  carried  to  excefs — vengeance  and  ambb 
tion — converted  into  monfters  two  women,  who 
were,  perhaps,  formed  to  be  heroines.  A  dif- 
tinCtion,  however,  ought  to  be  made  between 
the  penitent  Zingha,  and-  Tern  Bam  Dumba — 
tranquil  amidft  her  crimes,  and  opening  to  her- 
felf  the  grave  by  a  continuation  of  atrocities. 

After  facrificing  a  great  number  of  lovers  to 
conceal  her  debaucheries,  fhe  became  fo  far 
enamoured  of  a  common  foldier,  named  Cu- 
lemba,  that  fhe  married  him.  He,  however,  re¬ 
quired  intreaty  before  he  would  comply  with 
her  wifhes  ;  and  when  he  at  laft  confented  he 
refolved  to  anticipate  her  defign  as  foon  as  he 
fhould  find  that  her  paffion  began  to  cool.  Cu- 
lemba  watched  his  fpoufe  fo  narrowly,  that, 
notwithftanding  her  afteCcation,  he  difeovered 
that  fhe  looked  on  him  with  an  eye  of  indiffer¬ 
ence.  From  fuch  fentiments  to  hatred  the  tran- 
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fition  is  fhort ;  but  he  did  not  fuffer  that  tranfi- 
tion  to  take  place — he  difpatched  her  by  poi- 
fon,  and  fucceeded  her  on  the  throne.  In  the 
room  of  that  megaera  he  took  an  amiable  con¬ 
cubine,  who  foftened  his  manners,  and  made 
him,  quit  the  fatigues  of  war  for  a  life  of  peace 
and  tranquillity.  Chinguri,  his  fucceffor,  whofe 
name  fignifies  lion,  was  like  that  king  of  the 
animals — iniatiable  for  blood  and  rapine.  He 
was  killed  in  a  battle,  and  his  fucceffor  Ca- 
luximbo,  though  a  great  warrior,  was  of  a  ten¬ 
der  and  humane  difpofition.  He  was  delirous 
of  mitigating  fome  of  thofe  laws  which  had  been 
made  by  Tern  Bam  Dumba :  this  attempt  dif- 
pleafed  his  fubjedts,  who  affaffmated  him  to  ap- 
peafe,  as  they  faid,  the  manes  of  Tern  Bam 
Dumba.  After  him,  till  the  year  1 657,  we  find 
a  feries  of  the  chiefs  of  thefe  Giagas  Mufimbi ; 
which  was  fo  much  the  longer  as  they  appeared 
only  for  a  moment  on  that  bloody  throne.  He 
who  had  received  protection  maffacred  his  be- 
nefadfor  ;  the  fon  affaffinated  the  father ;  and  it 
is  much  to  be  withed  that  all  the  foldiers  had 
imitated  their  commanders  to  exterminate  this 
curfed  race. 

The  kingdoms  of  Anziko,  Fungeno,  Biafar, 
and  Calbaria,  which  are  more  or  lefs  diffant 
from  Loango,  towards  the  interior  part  of  the 
country,  pour  forth  on  the  coafts  monffers  of  a 
like  kind.  It  is  faid  that  the  Anzikefe  can  dif- 
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charge  twenty-eight  arrows  before  the  firft  falls 
to* the  ground;  To  have  two  teeth  fewer  above 
and  two  below  is  confidered  bv  their  women 

j 

as  an  ornament,  but  they  mull  not  be  pulled 
out  until  they  are  fit  for  marriage  :  thofe  who 
fhould  refufe  to  have  this  mark  of  beauty  wrould 
be  dilhonoured.  When  they  take  prifoners 
they  tie  them  to  a  flake,  and  fubje£t  them  to  a 
proof  of  their  courage  by  (hooting  at  them  as  if 
at  a  mark,  but  in  fuch  a  manner  that  the  ar¬ 
rows  only  pafs  near  them :  thofe  who  teftify 
fear  are  killed  and  eaten,  but  thofe  who  appear 
intrepid  they  adopt.  They  recruit  their  armies 
with  thefe  prifoners,  accuftom  them  to  human 
flefh,  if  they  are  not  accuffomed  to  it  already, 
and  foon  render  them  as  barbarous  and  fero¬ 
cious  as  themfelves. 

Guinea. 

Returning  from  the  interior  part  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  inhabited  by  the  monflers  before  mentioned, 
we  arrive  at  Guinea,  the  air  of  which  is  un- 
wholefome  on  account  of  the  vapours  and  ex¬ 
halations  raifed  by  the  exceflive  heat.  The 
mofquitos  or  gnats  are  here  exceedingly  trouble- 
fome.  Their  fling  is  fo  painful  and  poifonous 
that  it  inflames  the  neighbouring  parts,  and 
occafions  ulcers.  It  is  difficult  to  land  on  the 
coafts  of  Guinea,  as  it  is  bordered  by  a  kind  of 
reef  or  bank  of  fand  ;  and  veflels  are  expofed  to 
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great  danger  in  approaching  it,  except  at  the 
months  of  rivers.  The  trade  for  flaves  muft  l?e 
carried  on  at  certain  periods.  If  it  be  continued 
beyond  thefe,  the  fhips  run  the  rifque  of  being 
detained  a  whole  feafon,  and  of  lofmg  all  the 
profit  of  their  voyage.  The  country,  which  is 
watered  by  a  great  many  ftreams,  is  exceedingly 
fertile,  and  well  covered  with  wood. 

Benin. 

The  kingdom  of  Benin  has  a  capital  of  the 
fame  name,  which  for  that  country  is  remarkably 
well  built.  A  fight  of  the  market  would  not 
much  excite  the  appetite  of  an  European.  The 
fieih  of  dogs,  of  which  the  negroes  are  exceedingly 
fond,  roafted  apes,  bats,  rats,  and  lizards,  may  be 
feen  expofed  in  it  for  fale.  The  king  is  never 
approached  but  by  three  minifters,  who  convey 
to  him  the  verbal  petitions  of  his  fubjedls  and 
carry  back  his  anfwers.  One  may  readily  believe 
that  thefe  lords  deliver  them  in  fuch  words  as 
are  belt  fuited  to  their  own  views.  When  the 
monarch  finds  death  approaching,  he  fends  for 
the  chief  of  them,  and  tells  him,  in  private, 
which  of  his  children  he  appoints  to  be  his 
fucceffor,  but  his  name  muft  be  difclofed  to  no 
other  perfon.  In  this  manner  he  has  it  in  his 
power  to  raife  to  the  throne  whichever  of  them 
he  pleafes.  In  general  they  are  very  numerous. 
They  all  pay  their  court  to  the  confidant  j  and. 
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as  may  be  readily  conceived, with  great  folicitude, 
as  all,  except  he  for  whom  the  crown  is  deftined, 
are  fure  of  being  put  to  death.  At  the  monarch’s 
funeral  the  body  is  thrown  into  a  deep  pit, 
having  a  narrow  mouth,  and  along  with  it  as 
many  courtiers,  women,  and  officers  in  his 
fervice,  as  it  is  capable  of  containing,  and  it  is 
then  ffiut  up.  Next  morning  it  is  opened,  and 
they  are  alked  feveral  times,  in  fucceffion, 
whether  they  have  found  the  king,  until  no 
more  fighs  or  lamentations  are  heard  :  it  is  then 
judged  that  they  have  departed  with  the  prince, 
and  gone  to  ferve  him  in  the  other  world.  The 
night  following  the  prlefts  of  the  idols  difperfe 
themfelves  throughout  the  ftreets,  affaffinate 
without  diftinftion  every  perfon  they  meet,  and 
fend  them  to  affift  thofe  who  had  gone  before 
with  the  king. 

The  inhabitants  of  Benin,  however,  are  ac¬ 
counted  mild  and  humane,  and  enemies  to  every 
kind  of  violence.  Though  very  much  addifted 
to  women,  they  avoid,  contrary  to  the  cuftora  of 
the'  other  negroes,  all  coarfe  obfcenity  in  their 
converfation  ;  but  they  have  no  objection  to 
double  entendres.  Thofe  who  poffefs  the  art  of 
wrapping  up  indelicate  ideas  in  decent  words 
are  accounted  witty.  Poligamy  is  generally 
praflifed,  as  well  as  the  circumciiion  of  both 
fexes.  They  are  exceedingly  jealous  of  each 
other,  but  not  of  the  Europeans  for  they  do  not 
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think  it  poffible  that  their  women  can  have  fo 
little  take  as  to  be  fond  of  the  whites.  They 
pay  and  receive  vifits,  converfe  with  each  other, 
and  eat  together,  which  is  a  proof  of  a  fociable- 
nefs  very  uncommon  among  the  blacks.  The 
trials  by  ordeal,  formerly  pradtifed  in  Europe, 
are  in  ufe  at  Benin  fuch  as  thofe  by  red-hot 
iron,  immerfion,  and  potions  adminiftered  by  the 
priefts.  They,  are  afraid  of  their  fhadow,  and 
with  great  reafon,  as  they  imagine  it  to  be  a  real 
being,  who  will  one  day  witnefs  againft  them 
whether  they  have  led  a  good  or  a  bad  life. 
This  perfuafion  is  as  powerful  a  reftraint  as  a 
great  many  laws.  Their  magiftrates  are  orna¬ 
mented  with  a  collar  of  coral,  which  is  a  badge 
of  their  dignity.  To  lofe  it,  or  fuffer  it  to  be 
flolen,  is  a  crime  worthy  of  death.  On  the  Have 
coaft  lie  the  kingdoms  of  Cano  and  Popo.  The 
name  of  this  coaft  indicates  the  trade  which  is 
there  carried  on. 

/ 

JUIDA. 

All  the  Europeans  who  have  been  at  Juida 
fpeak  of  it  with  admiration,  as  being  one  of  the 
molt  delightful  countries  in  the  univerfe.  Ima¬ 
gination  cannot  paint  any  thing  more  agreeable 
and  enchanting  than  the  verdure  of  the  meadows 
and  the  beauty  of  the  Helds.  The  whole  king¬ 
dom  is  like  a  garden,  enclofed  on  one  fide  by 
the  fea,  and  on  the  other  by  high  mountains. 
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Some  travellers  make  it  fcarcely  fixteen  leagues 
in  circumference  ;  but  in  fo  fmall  a  fpace  the 
population  is  prodigious.  One  village  often 
contains  more  inhabitants  than  fome  kingdoms 
on  the  coaft.  The  houfes  hand  contiguous  in 
the  villages,  which  are  never  at  a  greater  diftance 
from  each  other  than  a  gun-fliot.  In  one  field 
the  natives  may  be  feen  tilling,  fowing,  and 
.reaping,  in  the  fame  feafon  ;  and  the  tree  from 
which  they  collect  ripe  fruit  gratifies  the  fmell, 
at  the  fame  time,  with  the  perfume  of  its  bloffom. 
The  men  fell  every  thing  in  the  markets  and 
fairs,  except  bread  and  liquors,  the  diftribution 
of  which  is  referved  for  the  women,  who  are  ex¬ 
pert  in  traffic,  and  excellent  and  ready  calcu¬ 
lators. 

The  inhabitants  of  Juida  feem  to  poffefs 
many  of  the  qualities  of  the  Chinefe  : — the  fame 
love  of  labour,  the  fame  induftry,  the  fame  ce¬ 
remonious  civility,  the  fame  jealous  affe&ion  for 
their  wives,  the  fame  cunning  to  cheat  in  com¬ 
merce,  and  the  fame  external  politenefs  to¬ 
wards  ftrangers.  Yv  ere  they  to  meet  an  Euro¬ 
pean  a  hundred  times  the  fame  day,  a  hundred 
times  would  they  fall  down  on  their  knees  and 
kifs  the  ground,  and  would  not  rife  but  on  a 
fignal  given  by  the  perfon  whom  they  were  fa- 
luting.  They  do  the  fame  thing  to  each  other; 
fo  that  hundreds  of  them  may  be  feen  at  once 
on  their  knees,  as  if  all  engaged  in  fome  act  of 
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public  devotion.  The  women  perform  all  the 
fevere  labours,  and  particularly  thofe  of  agricub 
ture.  People  who  meet  thofe  of  the  king,  run 
the  rifk  of  lofing  their  lives  ;  and  for  that  reafon 
they  call  out  to  the  men,  at  a  diftance,  to  retire 
from  the  way.  The  monarch  in  his'  palace  is 
ferved  by  females  only.  Young  women,  how¬ 
ever,  are  not  very  defirous  of  being  admitted  in¬ 
to  it ;  becaufe,  unlefs  the  monarch  cafts  a  fa¬ 
vourable  eye  upon  them,  they  are  condemned  to 
perpetual  celibacy.  A  beauty  who  had  been 
carried  thither  by  force,  made  her  efcape,  and 
threw  herfelf  into  a  well.  There  are  reckoned 
to  be  a  thoufand  of  them.  This,  palace  is  like  a 
park,  from  which  he  fometimes  takes  twenty,  in 
order  to  be  fold ;  but  their  places  are  foon  fup- 
plied  by  thofe  whom  the  great  men  of  his  court 
prefent  to  him,  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  his 
favour.  The  women,  like  the  reft,  are  made  to 
labour  in  companies  in  the  fields.  They  are  ex¬ 
ceedingly  prolific,  and  the  men  are  ardent  and 
vigorous.  A  viceroy  once  formed  an  army  of 
his  fons  and  grandfons,  to  the  number  of  two 
thoufand.  A  captain,  not  very  old,  once  com¬ 
plained  that  he  had  only  feventy  children  alive, 
having  loft  the  fame  number.  Families  of  a  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  children  are  not  uncommon.  It  is 
needlefs  to  fay  that  polygamy  is  praflifed.  In  no 
country,  have  the  men  more  wives,  andno-where 
are  hey  more  jealous. 
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Thefe  negroes  are  mofl:  dextrous  thieves.  If 
complaints  are  made  on  this  head,  the  king  or¬ 
ders  the  criminal  to  be  fought  for  and  punifhed; 
but  as  the  monarch’s  fon  and  his  other  rela¬ 
tions  get,  in  genera],  paft  of  the  plunder,  they 
conceal  the  thief.  If  a  girl  has  given  any  proofs 
of  fecundity  before  marriage,  fhe  is  more  court¬ 
ed,  becaufe  it  is  then  certain  that  fhe  will  have 
children.  A  divorce  may  be  obtained  by  giving 
to  the  parents  double  the  expenfe  of  the  mar¬ 
riage  entertainment,  which  never  amounts  to  a 
large  fum.  It  feldom  exceeds  a  fheep,  or  fome- 
thingof  the  like  kind.  The  women  inhabit  cer¬ 
tain  huts  at  a  diftance,  when  nature,  in  concert 
with  the  laws  of  the  country,  require  it.  Cir- 
cumcifion  is  in  ufe  for  both  fexes.  The  m'en 
look  upon  their  wives  as  (laves,  and  fell  them 
without  regret ;  but  they  preferve  and  have  the 
mod  tender  affection  for  their  male  children. 
The  latter  entertain  the  utmoft  refpe£t  for  their 
father,  and  the  eldeft  brother,  who  alone  is 
heir.  Some  imagine,  that  they  can  difcover  in 
thefe  cuftoms,  traces  of  Judaifm.  Twofcourges 
prevail  here — an  unwholefome  atmofphere,  and 
apaffion  for  gaming:  that  for  mufic  and  dancing 
is  alfo  ftrong,  but  far  lefs  dangerous.  Their 
dancing  is  not  deftitute  of  precilion,  nor  their 
finging  of  harmony.  People,  fays  a  certain  au¬ 
thor,  mud  be  careful  not  to  pronounce  the  word 
death  before  the  king,  as  they  would  be  cx- 
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pofed  to  the  danger  of  lofing  their  lives.  They 
do  not  run  the  fame  rifk  with  others ;  but  Hill 
they  are  not  beheld  with  a  favourable  eye  if  they 
are  fo  indifcreet  as  to  utter  it.  They,  however, 
raife  maufolea  to  the  memory  of  their  rela¬ 
tions,  and  often  pay  a  vifit  to  thefe  funeral  mo¬ 
numents. 

If  the  ancient  pagans  boafted  of  having  thirty 
thoufand  idols,  thofe  of  Juida  have  four  times  as 
many.  They  call  them  fetiches,  and  confider 
them  as  the  governors  of  the  univerfe  ;  for  God, 
according  to  their  belief,  does  not  interfere  with 
it.  He  is  too  great,”  fay  they,  “  to  give 
“  himfelf  any  trouble  refpedfing  things  fo  incon- 
“  fiderable  as  the  world  or  man.”  An  inhabi- 
bitant  of  Juida  explains  his  mythology  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  “  The  number  of  our  gods,”  fays  he,  ‘c  is 
“  infinite  ;  when  one  of  us  willies  to  undertake 
<c  any  thing  of  importance,  he  firfi:  fearches  for 
“  a  god  who  may  enfure  fuccefs  to  his  defign. 
“  Having  gone  out  with  this  idea,  he  affumes  for 
t£  his  god  the  firfi:  objeft  he  meets ; — a  dog,  a  cat, 
“  or  any  other  animal,  and  even  inanimate 
<c  things,  fuch  as  a  Hone  or  a  log  of  wood.  He 
cc  then  prefents  fome  offerings  to  the  object  he 
“  has  chofen  for  his  god;  and  promifes,  if  it 
<c  grant  fuccefs  to  his  undertaking,  that  he  will 
cc  confider  it  as  a  deity,  and,  as  fuch,  pay  it 
£C  divine  honour.  If  his  enterprize  be  attended 
“  with  fuccefs,  die  has  found  out  a  new  god. 
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“  and  he  daily  prefents  to  it  offerings  ;  but  if  it 
(C  proves  unfortunate,  he  rejedls  it  as  a  thing  of 
cc  no  ufe.” 

They,  however,  acknowledge  three  principal 
deities: — the  fea,  large  trees,  and  a  certain  kind 
of  ferpent.  That  which  they  invoke  has  a  head  ■ 
of  a  large  fize,  and  almoft  round,  with  eyes 
open  and  mild.  Its  tongue,  which  is  pretty 
fnort,  is  pointed  like  a  dart  3  and,  unlefs  when 
about  to  attack  fome  venomous  ferpent,  it  is  not 
very  aflive  in  its  motion.  Its  tail  is  flender  and 
{harp-pointed  :  its  lkin  is  exceedingly  beautiful ; 
the  ground  of  it  being  white  covered  with  un¬ 
dulating  marks,  in  w'hich  yellow,  blue,  and 
brown,  are  intermixed  in  a  moft  agreeable  man- 
ner.  This  ferpent,  which  is  of  a  mild  and  gentle 
nature,  fuffers  itfelf  to  be  approached  and  han¬ 
dled.  The  largeft  are  about  fix  feet  in  length, 
and  as  thick  as  the  arm.  They  are  mortal  ene¬ 
mies  to  the  venomous  fnakes,  which  they  attack 
wherever  they  meet  them  3  and  they  feem  to 
confider  it  as  their  duty  to  deliver  mankind  from 
them.  It  is  this  utility,  perhaps,  which  has  pro¬ 
cured  them  the  adoration  with  which  they  are 
honoured.  The  father  of  the  whole,  which 
they  fay  comes  from  Ardra,  is  ftill  alive,  as  they 
imagine,  in  a  temple,  where  he  is  furrounded  by 
priefts  devoted  to  his  fervice.  They  receive 
there  immenfe  prefents  in  valuable  articles  and 
provifions. 
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The  king  fets  an  example  of  this  devotion  ; 
but  it  is  faid  from  intereft,  becaufe  he  (hares  in 
the  profit.  Young  women,  touched  by  this 
ferpent,  are  feized  with  a  kind  of  phrenzy  which 
cannot  be  cured  but  in  private  apartments, , 
where  they  are  kept  fome  time  by  the  priefts  at 
the  expenfe  of  their  parents.  They  are  attack¬ 
ed  by  this  phrenzy  in  public  ;  and  no  one  can 
affign  a  caufe  for  it.  They  are  conducted  away 
by  old  women  appointed  for  that  purpofe.  In 
the  time  of  the  traveller  who  relates  thefe  faffs* 
the  king’s  daughter  was  no  more  exempted  from 
this  phrenzy  than  others  ;  and  was  lubjefted  to 
the  like  treatment.  Thefe  ferpents  every-where 
glide  about,  and  are  every  where  refpeffed. 
However  inconvenient  they  may  be,  great  care 
muff  be  taken  not  to  do  them  any  hurt.  Some 
Englifnmen  having  found  one  of  them  in  a  maga¬ 
zine  killed  it,  as  they  were  ignorant  of  its  invio¬ 
lability  ;  but  they  were  all  maflacred.  The  grand- 
ferpent  is  attended  not  only  by  priefts,  but  alfo 
by  prieftefies,  who  are  widows  or  old  maids. 
Thefe  prieftefies  recruit  their  number  by  carry¬ 
ing  away  during  fifteen  nights,  from  every  part 
of  the  kingdom,  all  the  young  women  they  can 
find.  Thefe  megasras  initiate  their  pupils  into 
every  refinement  of  gallantry  ;  and  fell,  to  the 
highefi:  bidder,  their  favours,  in  the  price  of 
which  they  participate  ;  but  if  nothing  is  to  be 
gained,  they  become  the  mod  vigilant  guardians 
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of  their  honour:  not  fo  much  through  a  prin¬ 
ciple  of  virtue,  fay  certain  authors,  as  through 
fpite — a  common  fault  in  old  maids. 

The  government  of  Juida  is  monarchical. 
The  punifhment  of  death  is  feldom  employed. 
If  a  grandee  be  guilty  of  any  crime,  the  king  de¬ 
taches  four  or  five  hundred  of  his  women  to 
plunder  and  pull  down  his  houfe.  This  fentence 
is  foon  executed  ;  for  no  one  dares  to  refill 
them.  A  creditor  who  is  not  able  to  recover  a 
debt  due  to  him  feizes  the  firfl  flave  he  meets, 
without  taking  the  trouble  to  enquire  to  whom 
he  belongs.  The  mailer,  to  get  back  his  Have, 
is  obliged  to  difcharge  the  debt,  and  then  caufes 
the  debtor  to  pay  him.  For  this  reafon,  people, 
in  general,  take  care  to  arreft  the  flaves  of  the 
rich.  The  crown  is  hereditary;  and  the  fon 
fucceeds  the  father,  but  with  the  confent  of  the 
great  men  of  the  kingdom.  The  heir  apparent 
is  educated  like  a  plain  individual  of  the  lowefl 
rank  ;  and  no  one  is  allowed  to  let  him  know  his 
extraction.  When  his  father’s  life  is  prolonged, 
he  grows  old  in  this  ignorance,  and  in  that  of 
bufinefs  ;  fo  that  he  finds  himfelf  incapable  of 
mounting  the  throne,  and  the  great  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  his  bad  government.  The  king  of  Juida 
is  crowned  by  a  nobleman  of  Ardra,  who  is  fent 
for  with  great  pomp.  When  he  arrives,  he  ap¬ 
proaches  the  prince,  makes  a  profound  bow,  and 
addreffes  him  in  a  fliort  fpeech.  He  then  takes 
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off  his  helmet,  and  holding  it  between  his  hand^ 
turns  towards  the  people*  and  fays  with  a  loud 
voice:  “  Behold  your  king.  Be  faithful  to  him* 
“  and  your  prayers  fhall  be  heard  by  the  king  of 
“  Ardra,  my  mailer.”  This  expreffion  feems  to 
indicate  a  kind  of  vaffaiage  on  the  part  of  the 
fovereign  of  Jidda*  but  it  extends  no  farther 
than  words. 

The  king’s  revenues  arife  from  certain  duties 
on  merchandize,  fines*  and  confifcations *  but 
chiefly  from  the  productions  of  his  lands,  which 
are  cultivated  by  ferfs  The  king  is  prefent  at 
the  cultivation  of  them,  which  is  conduced  by 
the  great  amidil  the  found  of  mufical  inftru- 
ments.  The  implements  of  hufbandry,  and  the 
arms  of  the  labourers,  move  together  in  cadence. 
Thefe  Haves,  who  often  work  againll  their  in¬ 
clination,  might  be  confidered  as  the  happieft 
people  in  the  world.  They  never  approach  the 
king  but  with  marks  of  refpect,  which  amount 
almofl  to  adoration.  No  one  is  permitted  to  fee 
him  drink.  If  thofe  who  have  an  opportunity 
of  knowing,  are  alked  where  the  king  fleeps, 
they  reply  by  another  queftion :  “  Where  does 
“  God  fleep  ?” 

By  the  ceremony  of  the  coronation  of  the 
kings  of  Juida,  it  might  be  judged  that  there  is 
a  great  intimacy  between  him  and  that  of  Ar¬ 
dra.  The  latter  kingdom,  being  governed  by  a 
weak  prince,  became  expofed  to  the  arms  ot 
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Trudo  Audati,  king  of  Dahomey,  who  from 
the  interior  part  of  the  country  had  pufhed  his 
conquefts  as  far  as  Ardra,  where  he  intended  to 
hop ;  but  having  difcovered  that  the  court  was 
diftrafted  with  inteftine  broils,  by  the  help  of 
which  it  would  not  be  impoffible  to  get  poflef- 
fion  of  that  fine  country,  he  led  thither  his 
troops  fluflhed  with  their  vidtories  over  other 
people.  The  king  of  Ardra,  without  lofs  of 
time,  requefted  affiftance  from  the  king  of  Jui- 
da  ;  reprefenting  to  him  that  it  was  not  his  in- 
tereft  to  fuffer  him  to  be  crufhed  by  an  enemy, 
who  might  afterwards  attack  him.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  fufpicion,  the  king  of  Juida  not 
only  involved  himfelf  in  a  war  with  which  he 
had  no  concern,  but  made  ufe  of  fome  un¬ 
guarded  expreffions  which  difoleafed  Trudo 
Audati.  This  prince,  after  having  defeated  the 
king  of  Ardra,  whofe  head  he  caufed  to  be  cut 
off,  threw  himfelf  into  the  kingdom  of  Juida  ; 
and,  without  experiencing  any  refiftance,  ad¬ 
vanced  ftraight  forwards  to  Sabee,  or  Xavier,  the 
capital. 

He  was  indebted  for  this  facility  of  conqueft 
to  the  ftate  in  which  the  kingdom  happened  to 
be  at  that  period.  During  feveral  preceding 
reigns,  the  kings  had  lived  in  the  mod  ftupid 
indolence.  Luxury  and  effeminacy,  the  effedls 
of  great  riches,  had  crept  in  among  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  formerly  fo  laborious.  They  were  intoxi- 
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cated  with  profperity,  and  entirely  fubdued  by 
pleafure.  The  king  of  Dahomey  had,  therefore, 
only  to  appear  with  his  cannibal  hordes,  in  or¬ 
der  to  put  to  flight  the  timid  multitude.  The  go¬ 
vernors  of  the  frontiers,  being  neither  encou* 
raged  nor  aflifted,  made  peace  on  as  favourable 
terms  as  they  could.  Plundering,  ravaging, 
and  driving  before  him  an  immenfe  multitude, 
hurried  on  by  terror,  Trudo  Audati  arrived  at 
the  river,  the  only  defence  of  the  city.  As  he 
did  not  flatter  himfelf  with  the  hope  that  the  paf- 
fage  would  not  be  difputed,  he  encamped  to 
give  his  foldiers  time  to  breathe  ;  but,  inftead  of 
military  preparation  and  means  of  defence,  he 
faw  priefts,  followed  by  crowds  of  people,  come 
every  evening  and  morning  to  offer  up  facrifice 
to  the  great  ferpent,  and  afterwards  return  with 
loud  fhouts. 

During  thefe  ridiculous  ceremonies,  the  king 
of  Dahomey  caufed  fearch  to  be  made  fora  ford; 
which  being  found,  two  hundred  foldiers  pafled 
the  river,  and  marched  towards  the  town  with 
their  colours  difplayed,  and  amidft  the  found  of 
mufical  inftrutnents.  They  took  pofleffion  of 
the  palace,  from  which  the  king  with  difficulty 
efcaped ;  and  having  fet  fire  to  it,  Trudo  was 
informed,  by  the  flames,  of  their  fuccefs.  He 
then  eroded  the  river  with  his  whole  army,  and 
found,  what  he  never  could  have  believed  had 
he  not  feen  it,  that  all  the  inhabitants  had  aban- 
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donedto  the  enemy  their  property,  women,  child¬ 
ren,  and  gods,  without  attempting  to  defend 
them.  The  gods  were  the  firft  vidtims  of  the 
king  of  Dahomey.  While  plundering  the  houfes, 
his  troops  made  a  general  malfacre.  The  chief 
men  of  Juida  efcaped  with  their  king  to  a  barren 
ifland,  where  the  monarch  made  fome  fruitlefs 
attempts  to  recover  his  throne.  The  conqueror 
being  already  mailer  of  the  kingdom  of  Ardra, 
placed  that  of  Juida  under  the  government  of  a 
viceroy,  and  allowed  to  the  inhabitants,  whom 
he  permitted  to  remain  in  their  houfes,  the  free 
exercife  of  their  ancient  religion,  their  laws,  and 
their  cuftoms.  This  event  took  place  in  the  year 
1630. 

Trudo  Audati  having  never  feen  a  white  man, 
beheld  with  a  kind  of  furprize  the  firlt  prefented 
to  him,  who  was  an  Englilli  captain  found  in  the 
town.  He  was,  however,  foon  reconciled  to 
his  colour,  and  took  pleafure  in  his  converfa- 
tion.  The  principal  objedl  of  his  quellions  was 
commerce,  of  which  he  had  before  no  idea. 
When  its  utility,  and  the  method  of  carrying  it 
on,  were  explained  to  him,  he  (hewed  a  great 
defire  for  putting  it  in  practice.  The  Englilh- 
man,  like  a  true  merchant,  requelled  fome  dimi¬ 
nution  in  the  duties  ;  reprefenting  to  him,  that 
as  he  was  a  greater  prince  than  the  king  of  Jui¬ 
da,  he  hoped  he  would  treat  him  with  more  in¬ 
dulgence.  The  king  ot  Dahomey,  a  barbarian, 

c  c  2 


38B 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY. 


who  might  have  been  fuppofed  incapable  of  juf- 
tice  or  politenefs,  replied :  <£  Being  a  greater 
<c  prince,  I  might  reafonably  exafl  higher  du- 
“  ties  3  bat  as  you  are  the  fir  ft  Englifh  captain  I 
“  have  feen,  I  will  treat  you  like  a  new-married 
“  wife,  to  whom  nothing  at  firftis  refufed.”  A 
Portuguefe  meftizo,  rather  black  than  white,  who 
was  in  the  prince’s  train,  related  to  the  Englifh- 
man  feveral  of  Trudo’s  exploits,  which  feemed 
to  fhew  that  in  war  he  was  as  cunning  as  valiant. 
He  bellowed  great  praife  alfo  on  his  mildnefs 
and  humanity  ;  and  informed  him,  that  if  he 
allowed  the  ufe  of  human  flefh  it  was  in  order 
that  he  might  not  thwart  the  tafte  of  the  nation. 
He  added,  that  he  had  never  ate  of  it  himfelf, 
but  that  it  was  fold  publicly  in  his  camp.  The 
Englifhman  faw  it  expofed  in  the  fhambles  : — a 
horrid  fpeflacle,  which  made  the  hair  of  the 
wretched  Juidaians  Hand  on  end,  and  filled 
them  with  the  utmoft  terror. 

Ardra. 

The  kingdom  of  Ardra  is  much  larger  than 
that  of  Juida,  on  which  it  borders  ;  but  it  is  far 
from  being  peopled  in  proportion  to  its  extent. 
The  reafon  afligned  is,  that  the  two  fexes  marry 
at  a  too  early  period.  The  mod  unreftrained 
Jibertinifm  prevails  in  this  country.  The  gran¬ 
dees  are  acquainted  with  the  Portuguefe  lan¬ 
guage,  which  they  read  and  write.  Such  of  the 
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lower  clafles  as  can  do  neither,  have  fmall  cords 
on  which  they  make  knots  ■,  and  as  each  of  thefe 
has  a  particular  fignification,  they  can  thus  com¬ 
municate  their  thoughts  to  a  great  diftance. 
It  is  aftonilhing  with  what  facility  they  combine 
and  retain  the  ideas  attached  to  each  knot ;  but 
it  is  neceffary  that  they  fhould  be  previoufly 
acquainted  with  their  meaning.  A  third  perfon 
cannot  underhand  them.  Our  diplomatic  de- 
cypherers  would  be  much  embarrafied  with 
fuch  writing.  The  Ardraians  are  fond  of  loading 
themfelves  with  clothes  on  occafions  of  cere¬ 
mony  ;  but  in  general  they  leave  the  upper 
part  of  the  body  bare  from  the  girdle,  and  both 
fexes  go  entirely  naked  till  they  attain  to  the  age 
of  twelve  or  thirteen.  Birth  and  fortune  are 
both  difregarded  in  marriages.  A  man  of  the 
lowed:  condition  may  make  pretenfions  to  a  wo¬ 
man  of  the  firft  quality.  The  king’s  chief  fpoufe, 
who  is  always  hie  who  has  brought  forth  the 
firft  male  child,  is  diftinguiflied  by  the  title  of 
queen.  She  has  the  ftrange  privilege  of  felling 
the  reft  of  the  king’s  concubines  to  fupply  her 
wants,  when  the  king  does  not  take  care  to  make 
fufficient  provifion  for  that  purpofe.  A  woman 
who  brings  forth  twins  is  difhonoured  ;  as  if  it 
were  not  poffible  that  both  the  children  could 
belong  to  the  fame  man.  Agriculture  is  held 
in  eftimation  by  the  people  of  this  country,  and 
is  carried  on  with  great  activity ;  but  they  do 
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not  employ  animals.  They  cultivate  the  ground 
with  their  own  hands,  without  ufing  a  plough, 
and  it  produces  more  abundantly 

The  chief  prieh  is  called  marabou.  He  is  the 
fecond  perfon  in  rank,  and  the  prime-miniher. 
Their  gods  are  fetiches,  highly  refpefted  ;  much 
confulted  and  loaded  with  prefents,  which  their 
priehs  caufe  to  be  brought  to  them.  They 
believe  in  one  fupreme  god,  of  whom,  they  have 
a  very  imperfeft  idea  3  and  the  fame  is  the  cafe 
in  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  foul,  which  they 
make  to  die  wuth  the  body,  or  to  pafs  into  fome 
other.  The  high-prieft  pretends  to  fortel  future 
events,  after  he  has  converfed  with  a  hatue  of 
the  fize  of  a  young  child,  which  hands  in  the 
hall  of  audience.  This  hatue  is  white,  and  re- 
prefents  the  devil.  In  every  town  there  is  a 
houfe  of  education  for  females,  under  the  infpec- 
tion  of  the  marabou.  Each  lord  is  obliged  to 
fend  thither  his  wife,  and  to  let  her  remain  there 
for  fome  time.  The  principal  part  of  the  edu¬ 
cation  confihs  in  learning  various  kinds  of  dances. 
The  king’s  children  exercife  different  trades  3 
and  apply,  in  particular,  to  commerce.  When 
they  enter  into  the  military  hate,  they  are  never 
advanced  to  any  command  3  but  whatever  may 
be  their  profehion,  they  are  always  treated 
with  much  refpedi  by  the  people.  By  the  police 
laws  of  this  country,  he  wrho  occupies  a  houfe  in 
which  a  fire  breaks  out  is  punifbed  with  death. 
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Such  accidents  are,  therefore,  exceedingly  rare. 
We  have  already  feen  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Ardra  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  fubdued  by  the 
king  of  Dahomey,  They  had  been  before  ex- 
pofed  to  a  like  danger  from  a  people  in  the 
interior  part  of  the  country  ;  but  were  delivered 
from  it  by  the  fuperflition  of  their  enemies. 
Th  is  formidable  nation  was  that  of  the  I-oes, 
whofe  chief  fetiche  is  the  fea,  which  they  are 
prohibited  by  their  priefts  from  either  approach¬ 
ing  or  feeing.  The  people  of  Ardra  fecured 
themfelves  from  a  total  invafion  by  retiring  to 
the  coafts. 

<  •  i 

European  Settlements. 

All  the  flave  coaft  is  interfperfed  with  fettle- 
ments  and  forts  belonging  to  the  Portuguefe, 
French,  Englifh,  Dutch,  Danes,  and  other  na¬ 
tions  ;  but  it  may  be  faid  that  they  are  cemented 
with  blood,  fince  fo  much  of  it  has  been  fhed  by 
the  blacks  on  the  one  fide,  who  at  different 
times  have  revolted  againft  the  ufurpers,  and  by 
the  white  men  on  the  other,  who,  through  com¬ 
mercial  jealoufy,  have  been  engaged  in  wars 
among  themfelves.  It  would  appear  that  the 
Europeans,  when  they  land  on  thefe  coafts, 
affume  the  ferocity  of  the  country.  They  no 
longer  retain  refpeft  for  each  other,  nor  com¬ 
panion  for  the  unhappy  negroes.  They  not 
only  familiarize  themfelves  with  buying,  fellings 
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and  examining  them  like  heads,  but  they  even 
brand  marks  on  them  with  their  own  hands  ; 
tear  the  child  from  the  mother,  and  the  wife 
from  her  hufband,  without  being  affeSled  by 
their  lamentable  cries  ,  crowd  them  together  in 
ffiips,  attached  by  a  chain  to  the  bench  which 
ferves  them  as  a  bed,  where  they  are  condemned 
to  refpire  air  rendered  infeCVious  by  their  breath, 
except  during  a  few  hours  of  the  day,  and  fome- 
times  only  once  in  two  days,  when  they  are 
permitted  to  quit  the  gloomy  hold,  to  enjoy  a 
fhort  view  of  the  fun.  Some  Europeans,  lefs 
hardened,  and  particularly  thofe  who  make  the 
voyage  for  the  fird  time,  confefs  that  they  can¬ 
not  help  being  melted  into  tears  at  the  moment 
when  thefe  unhappy  victims  of  European  avarice 
quit  the  fhores  of  the  country  which  gave  them 
birth.  The  foul  is  penetrated  by  their  dghs  and 
lamentations,  their  reluctance  to  quit  their  na¬ 
tive  land,  and  their  emotions  of  grief  on  feparat- 
ing  from  their  friends.  Their  defpair  is  the  more 
violent,  as  they  depart  in  full  perfuafion  that 
they  are  carried  away  to  be  butchered  and  de¬ 
voured.  Unfortunate  beings !  death  would  be 
preferable  to  the  fate  which  awaits  them  in  the 
colonies.  Will  means  never  be  devifed  to  abolilh 
fo  infamous  a  traffic? 

The  mifunderdanding  among  the  Europeans, 
and  their  quarrels,  followed  by  dedruClive  wars, 
have  avenged  in  fome  meafure,  and  dill  avenge. 
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the  Africans  for  the  bad  treatment  they  have  ex¬ 
perienced  from  the  whites.  When  they  arrive 
on  thefe  coafts,  they  feem  to  vie  with  each  other 
in  perfidy  and  cruelty.  It  is  not  neceftary  that 
they  fbould  be  at  war  in  Europe  to  make  them 
lay  fnares  for  each  other,  and  carry  on  bloody 
wars  in  Africa  : — competition  is  a  fufficient  mo¬ 
tive  for  jealoufy.  They  excite  that  of  the 
blacks  againft  their  rivals  in  induftry,  and  give 
vent  to  their  malice  by  aSlions  unknown  to  thefe 
barbarous  tribes.  To  what  crimes  are  not  men 
incited  by  the  infatiable  third  of  gold  !  To  tear 
it  from  thofe  who  covet  it  as  much  as  themfelves, 
nation  againft  nation,  the  Portuguefe,  French, 
Englifh  and  Dutch,  excite  the  wretched  blacks, 
the  inftruments  of  their  avarice;  and,  by  calum¬ 
nies  and  maffacres,  render  them,  if  they  can,  ir¬ 
reconcilable  enemies  to  their  competitors.  If  the 
Englifh  fee  the  Dutch  about  to  eftablifh  an  ad¬ 
vantageous  correfpondence  with  a  nation  rich  in 
gold  and  ivory,  they  aflaftinate  a  few  women  be¬ 
longing  to  it ;  and,  with  great  art,  throw  the 
odium  of  the  atrocity  on  the  Dutch.  The  na¬ 
tion,  too  credulous,  immediately  quarrels  with 
them,  and  the  Englifh  profit  by  the  rupture. 
Hence  that  deliberate  hatred  which  calculates, 
with  mercantile  nicety,  what  may  be  gained  by 
the  ruin  or  death  of  a  commercial  rival,  and 
which  ftifles  every  fentiment  of  humanity.  Some 
Englifhmen,  in  a  fmall  veffel,  being  overtaken 
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by  a  ftorm  within  hail  of  a  Dutch  (hip,  which 
was  in  a  better  ftate  to  withftand  the  fury  of 
the  elements, requeued  affiftance;  buttheDutch 
captain  replied  coolly  :  “  Do  you  imagine  that 
“  we  are  much  interefted  in  your  fituation  r” 
“  But  we  are  about  to  nerilh !”  £c  Perifh,”  re- 
turned  the  Dutchman,  “  and  may  God  have 
“  mercy  on  your  fouls.” 

The  French  boaft  of  having  firft  difccvered 
the  coaft  of  Guinea,  and  the  firft  returns  from 
that  country  were,  it  is  faid,  brought  to  Dieppe. 
The  inhabitants  manufactured  from  their  ivory 
a  number  of  trinkets  and  toys,  which  gained 
them  a  reputation  they  ftill  enjoy.  The  Portu- 
guefe,  however,  difpute  with  them  the  priority ; 
and  it  appears  that  both  nations  touched  on  the 
coaft  almoft  at  the  fame  time,  about  the  middle 
of  the  fifteenth  century.  The  Dutch  did  not 
go  thither  till  towards  the  end  of  the  fixteenth 
century,  a  hundred  and  fifty  years  later ;  and 
the  Englifh  arrived  there  nearly  about  the  fame 
period.  This  coaft  is  fo  extenfive  that  the  Euro¬ 
peans  in  fharing  it  had  no  occafion  to  entertain 
any  deftruftive  jealoufy  ;  but  commerce  is  like 
ambition,  and  never  knows  where  to  flop.  But 
this  competition  has  been  of  fome  ufe  to  tbe- 
negroes  ;  it  has  made  them  acquainted  with  the 
price  of  European  merchandize,  whieh  muft 
have  remained  unknown  to  them ;  and  they 
have  by  thefe  means  acquired  a  profit,  which  if 
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It  has  not  rendered  them  opulent,  has  at  lead 
made  them  comfortable. 

It  is  doing  too  much  honour  to  thefe  petty 
dates  to  call  them  kingdoms,  and  to  give  the 
appellation  of  kings  to  their  chiefs  :  feveral  of 
them,  however,  affume  that  title.  Axim  is  calb 
ed  a  kingdom,  but  Ante  only  a  country.  In 
the  like  manner,  we  are'  told  of  the  kingdoms 
of  Commendo  and  Fetu,  the  country  of  Saboo, 
the  kingdom  of  Fantin,  Aquamboo,  and  many 
others,  the  monarchs  of  which  confider  them- 
felves  as  elegantly  drelfed,  if,  when  they  give 
audience  to  the  Europeans,  they  can  put  on, 
without  a  fhirt  or  veil,  a  fcarlet  coat,  which  they 
have  received  as  a  prefent,  and  cover  their 
woolly  hair  with  a  gold- laced  hat.  We  are 
told  likewife  of  a  queen  of  Angonna,  a  country 
governed  by  a  woman  :  this  princefs  polfeffed  a 
great  and  magnanimous  foul,  with  much  cou¬ 
rage  and  prudence.  She  never  would  marry, 
that  fhe  might  referve  her  authority  undivided  ; 
but  fhe  kept  a  yoUng  Have,  who,  under  pain  of 
death,  was  obliged  to  confine  his  fervices  to  her 
alone.  She,  however,  changed  him  with  great 
modefly,  in  order  that  die  might  have  only  one 
at  a  time.  It  is  computed  that  more  than  feven 
thoufand  pounds  of  gold  are  imported  to  Eu¬ 
rope  every  year  from  Guinea.  The  Portuguefe 
have  no  longer  any  fettlements  in  that  country, 
but  they  ftill  trade  thither.  Thofe  of  the 
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French  are  far  inferior  to  the  Englifh  and  Dutch 
fettlements,  but  they  are  fufficient  to  fupply 
their  Weft-India  iflands  with  flaves. 

Particularities  of  the  Gold  Coast. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  gold  coaft,  if  we  can 
believe  travellers,  are  addidted  to  every  vice : 
they  are  cunning  and  deceitful ;  diffemblers, 
flatterers,  thieves,  gluttons,  and  drunkards ; 
avaricious  and  incontinent  to  excefs.  They  are 
fo  much  the  more  dangerous  with  thefe  quali¬ 
ties  as  they  are  ingenious,  have  a  ready  concep¬ 
tion,  and  an  excellent  memory.  Every  thing 
might  be  apprehended  from  fuch  an  affemblage, 
were  it  not  correfled  by  indolence,  lazinefs,  and 
a  paflion  for  finging  and  dancing.  When  en¬ 
gaged  in  their  amufements,  if  any  one  came  to 
tell  them  that  the  whole  country  was  on  fire, 
they  would  reply,  “  Let  it  burn.”  Both  fexes 
are  handfome  and  well  made.  The  woman 
have  become  fond  of  drefs  only  fince  they  were 
firiL  vifited  by  the  Europeans  ;  they  are  addidled 
to  gallantry,  and  very  enticing  in  their  beha¬ 
viour  ;  they  feldom  lofe  their  labour,  and  their 
hufbands  by  a  fhameful  tolerance  encourage 
their  amours,  which  they  find  profitable,  but 
they  punifh  adultery  among  themfelves.  All 
the  negroes  ufe  frequent  ablutions,  and  attend 
much  to  the  cleanlinefs  of  their  perfons.  This 
coaft  abounds  unfortunately  with  meftizos,  in 
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confequence  of  the  libertinifm  of  the  whites 
with  the  female  negroes  ;  in  regard  to  vice  they 
are  the  refufe  of  both  races.  Their  equivocal 
colour,  which  inclines  to  yellow  fpotted  with 
black  and  white,  renders  their  appearance  hor¬ 
rid  when  they  grow  old. 

The  negroes  do  not  attain  to  a  great  age. 
Potatoes,  yams,  putrid  fifh,  and  a  few  handfuls 
of  maize,  reduced  to  a  kind  of  pafte  with  palm- 
oil,  form  their  ufual  food.  On  folemn  occafions 
they  kill  an  ox  or  a  flieep,  and  alfo  poultry.  If 
they  eat  little,  they  drink  a  great  deal  of  palm- 
wine  and  brandy.  The  women,  who  are  as  fond 
of  thefe  liquors  as  the  men,  make  abundant  ufe 
of  them,  and  even  accuftom  their  children  to 
them.  The  mod  important  of  thefe  occafions, 
when  great  daughter  is  made  among  their  cattle 
and  poultry,  are  their  marriages,  the  ceremonies 
of  which  however  are  exceedingly  fimple. 
When  a  young  man  conceives  an  affe&ion  for 
a  young  woman  he  alks  her  confent,  and  if  fhe 
refufes  her  father  obliges  her  to  comply.  A 
feftival  is  then  celebrated,  and  the  bride  re¬ 
ceives  a  new  drefs,  and  enters  among  tfie  other 
wives,  who  are  always  very  numerous,  and  en¬ 
joy  rank  according  to  their  riches. 

Among  the  opulent  clafs  two  of  the  principal 
ones  are  exempted  from  labour.  The  firft  is  fhe 
who  appears  to  be  the  oldeft,or  the  mother  of  the 
firft  born :  the  fecond,  named  bojjim,  is  confe- 
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crated  to  the  domeftic  idol,  and  is  generally  a 
beautiful  Have,  befides  the  privilege  of  doing 
nothing,  the  hufband  is  obliged  to  give  her  one 
night  every  week;  but  through  old  age  or  ca¬ 
price  flie  may  be  reduced  to  the  rank  of  the 
reft.  The  girls  are  exceedingly  free  in  their 
conduct,  and  the  boys,  when  they  have  fcarcely 
got  beyond  the  age  of  infancy,  are  remarkably 
petulant.  But  notwithftanding  this  facility,  it  is 
neceflary  that  there  lhould  be  in  every  village 
one  or  more  abelecres,  or  public  women  ;  when 
they  cannot  be  found  the  young  men  apply  to 
the  old  ones,  who  procure  them.  They  are  in- 
ftrudled  by  the  matrons,  and  form  a  public  trea- 
fure  of  more  value  than  riches.  When  the  Eu¬ 
ropeans  have  been  robbed,  they  fometimes  carry 
away  the  abelecres  as  hoftages.  The  whole  village 
then  rifesup  againft  the  criminal,  and  the  ftolen 
goods  are  reftored.  Pregnant  women  are  highly 
refpedled  ;  they  bring  forth  with  great  eafe,  and 
the  nature  of  the  climate  renders  unneceffary  the 
precautions  employed  by  the  women  in  Europe. 
Circumcilion  is  praftifed.  At  firft  children  re¬ 
ceive  only  three  names  ; — that  of  the  day  of  their 
birth,  that  of  the  father  or  mother,  and  that  of 
the  grand-father  or  grand-mother,  according  to 
their  fex :  but  this  triple  nomenclature  may  be 
increafed  to  infinity,  in  regard  to  the  men,  by 
their  qualities  or  noble  adlions,  which  become 
fo  many  furnames  that  form  a  lift  extremely  dif- 
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ficult  to  be  remembered.  As  their  fucceffions 
are  not  direfl,  they  appear  to  the  Europeans  fo 
confufed  as  to  be  entirely  incomprehenlible, 
but  the  negroes  can  explain  them  with  wonder¬ 
ful  eafe.  The  ceremonies  which  they  ufe  in  fa- 
lutation  when  they  meet  or  vilit  each  other, 
would  alfo  be  a  laborious  ftudy  to  the  former, 
were  they  obliged  to  employ  them.  Great  men 
never  approach  each  other  till  after  twro  hours 
fpent  in  receiving  and  anfwering  mefTages  by 
their  fervants ;  the  cafe  is  the  fame  when  they 
take  leave,  and  the  melfages  are  not  ended  even 
when  they  have  loll  light  of  each  other.  No¬ 
thing  can  be  fo  lively  as  their  markets  and  fairs; 
if  the  found  of  a  mufical  inltrument  is  heard,  all 
trade  and  bufinefs  gives  way  to  the  mufic.  The 
women  lillen  with  attention,  while  their  eyes 
fparkle  with  pleafure ;  the  men  excited  to  joy 
begin  to  move  their  limbs  with  great  agility, 
and  in  a  little  time  the  whole  aflembly  are  in 
motion,  capering  through  each  other,  and  they 
continue  in  this  manner  all  the  way  till  they  get 
home.  Every  day  at  fun-fet  there  is  in  each 
village  a  rultic  ball.  Their  dancing,  on  the  firlt 
view,  appears  to  be  merely  llamping  with  the 
feet,  accompanied  with  contortions  of  the 
limbs,  and  a  hollow  murmuring  noife  or  lliouts. 
The  performers  advance  in  two  bands,  intermix 
with  each  other  and  recede,  beat  the  ground 
with  their  feet,  hang  down  their  heads,  and 
pronounce  a  few  words  as  they  pafs.  Their 
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movements  are  fometimes  quick  and  fometimes 
flow,  but  exhibit  a  kind  of  diforder,  which, 
however,  is  not  deftitute  of  method,  as  it  is  re¬ 
newed  with  the  moil  perfe£l  imitation.  With 
thefe  gambols  they  feem  highly  delighted,  but 
they  are  not  fond  of  indulging  in  them  before 
ftrangers. 

In  regard  to  the  priefts  of  the  fetiches,  their 
authority  over  the  negroes,  whether  fick  or  in 
health  ;  their  cunning  ;  their  method  of  making 
fuperftition  take  deep  root  in  the  mind,  and 
of  enriching  themfelves  at  the  expenfe  of  their 
credulous  devotees ;  together  with  the  fetiches 
themfelves,  the  power  afcribed  to  them,  the 
refpeff  paid  to  them,  and  their  religious  rights  y 
have  all  fuch  a  refemblance  to  what  has  been 
already  faid,  that  it  is  unneceflary  to  dwell 
longer  on  the  fubjeft.  Some  believe  in  God 
alone,  and  fome  believe  in  the  exiftence  of 
a  god  and  a  devil.  In  regard  to  the  formef, 
they  do  not  think  it  neceflary  to  worfhip  the 
deity,  for  they  fay,  what  obligation  are  they  un¬ 
der  to  him  ?  what  has  he  done  for  them  ?  are 
they  not  forced  to  cultivate  the  ground  in  order 
to  procure  maize  and  potatoes  ?  to  plant  trees, 
if  they  wifh  to  have  fruit  ?  to  make  nets,  if  they 
with  to  eat  filh  ?  whereas  the  Europeans  have 
all  thefe  without  putting  themfelves  to  much 
trouble ;  and,  what  is  ftill  more,  they  imagine 
that  the  Europeans  find  ready  made  all  theutenfils 
and  toys  which  they  bring  to  their  country,  and 
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that  they  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  colleft  them: 

Let  the  Europeans  then,”  fay  they,  “  adore  a 
<c  god  who  is  fo  good  to  them  ;  for  us,  we  offer 
“  prefents  to  the  devil  alone,  becaufe  he  can  do 
<£  us  injury.”  There  are  places,  however,  where 
they  are  not  afraid  of  offending  him,  and 
where  they  drive  him  from  their  villages  with  a 
loud  noife.  During  the  eight  days  which  pre¬ 
cede  this  expulfion,  they  are  permitted  to  in¬ 
dulge  in  fatire,  and  men,  women,  and  children, 
are  at  liberty  to  fay  all  the  ill  they  know  of 
each  other,  and  to  make  known  in  their  fongs 
each  other’s  frauds  and  villanies.  Thofe  who 
fear  thefe  difcoveries  are,  in  general,  the  rich 
and  powerful,  who  have  no  other  means  of  pre¬ 
venting  them  than  by  fupplying  the  people  with 
ftrong  liquors,  and  their  inve&ives  are  then 
changed  into  panegyric. 

The  whole  kingdom  is  governed  by  the  mo¬ 
narch,  but  each  village  has  a  chief  named  cabo- 
ceros,  who,  under  his  authority,  is  charged  to 
maintain  good  order,  to  prevent  and  put  an  end 
to  quarrels,  and  to  caufe  the  police  to  be  re- 
fpeffed.  The  rich  form  themfelves  into  a  clafs, 
who  may  be  confidered  as  the  nobility  of  the 
country  ;  and  by  their  liberalities,  prefents,  and 
entertainments,  to  the  people,  they  obtain  the 
right  of  having  feveral  trumpets  founded  before 
them,  and  two  bucklers  carried  in  triumph 
throughout  the  whole  village,  arriidft  the  found 

VOL.  VI. 


4°f 


B  D 


402 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY. 

of  mufical  inftruments,  preceded  bv  their  wives, 
who  dance,  fing,  and  fend  forth  fhouts  of  joy. 
Thele  nobility  enter  into  a  kind  of  brother¬ 
hood,  and  affemble,  at  certain  fixed  periods,  to 
enjoy  a  feaft.  When  thefe  days  of  ceremony 
are  ended,  they  return  to  the  clafs  of  the  people. 
Even  the  king’s  theinfelves  do  not  deviate  much 
from  it,  and  they  readily  appear  in  public  to 
converfe  with  their  fubjefts.  They  pour  out 
palm  wine  or  brandy,  which  they  prefent  to 
the  populace  in  a  gourd,  and  when  they  have 
drunk  they  become  exceedingly  familiar ;  but 
of  whatever  kind  this  dignity  may  be,  it  occa- 
fions  war  and  difputes  here  as  in  other  countries. 

Ivory  Coast. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  Ivory  Coaft  are  lefs- 
hofpitable  than  thofe  of  the  Gold  Coaft.  They 
are  exceedingly  fufpicious  of  ftrangers,  and  the 
latter  in  their  turn  dread  them  as  a  deceitful, 
favage  people ;  it  is  even  believed  that  they  are 
cannibals.  When  they  conceive  a  fondnefs  for 
any  thing,  and  it  is  not  given  to  them,  or  if 
they  are  not  allowed  to  take  it,  they  feem  highly 
difpleafed.  It  is  very  aftonilhing  that  it  has 
never  yet  been  afeertained  whether  the  ele¬ 
phants’  teeth  are  procured  by  the  death  of  the 
animal,  or  whether  it  cafts  them  every  year,  as 
the  ftag  does  its  horns.  The  latter  is  the  moft 
probable,  becaufe  elephants’  teeth  are  often 
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found  in  thofe  countries  which  the  animal  fre¬ 
quents,  even  when  there  is  no  appearance  of 
the  carcafe  in  the  neighbourhood ;  befides, 
what  a  number  of  them  mu  ft  die  to  give  the 
quantity  of  ivory  which  this  coaft  furnifties! 
On  account  of  this  abundance,  it  is  called  the 
Teeth  Coajb.  Some  aflert  that  ten  thoufand 
pounds  weight  of  it  are  fold  in  one  day ;  but 
we  ought  undoubtedly  to  underftand  here  a 
whole  year. 

As  the  inhabitants  of  this  country  refide  near 
a  ftormy  and  deep  fea,  they  are  good  fwimmers 
and  excellent  divers.  There  is  a  kingdom  here 
named  Guiomera,  which  in  1723  was  governed 
by  a  king,  called  Afamouchon.  A  chevalier 
Damon  found  means  to  give  him  a  tafte  for  the 
French  manners,  and  was  fo  well  treated  by 
him  as  to  excite  the  jealoufy  of  the  Englifh.  In 
this  part  of  Africa  there  are  ferpents  thirty-fix 
feet  in  length,  which  fwallow  men  entire.  It  is 
fubjeft  to  furious  tempefts,  dreadful  ftorms  of 
thunder,  prodigious  falls  of  rain,  and  hurricanes 
which  overturn  every  thing,  and  which  are  fol¬ 
lowed  by  calm  and  ferene  weather.  If  a  com- 
parifon  can  be  made  between  things  totally  dif¬ 
ferent,  we  might  fay  that  the  character  of  the 
inhabitants  refembles  their  climate ; — mild  and 
pacific  at  one  time,  and  the  next  moment  iraf- 
cible  and  worked  up  into  a  paffion,  fo  as  to  be 
ready  to  maflacre  all  thofe  who  fall  in  their  way. 
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Certain  contrails  are  found  alfo  in  their  man¬ 
ners,  the  purity  of  which  has  been  praifed  by 
fome  travellers,  while  others  fay  that  they  are 
void  of  modefty,  and  live  under  no  reftraint ; 
and,  that  nothing  may  be  wanting  to  complete 
the  contrail,  the  women,  we  are  told,  except  in 
regard  to  colour,  would  be  confidered  in  Europe 
as  beauties,  on  account  of  their  regular  features, 
animated  looks,  and  fine  delicate  fhape,  while 
the  men  are  coarfe,  ftupid,  and  dull.  But  it  is 
to  be  obferved,  that  there  are  few  nations  on 
this  coafl,  refpefling  whom  contradictory  ac¬ 
counts  are  not  given  by  travellers. 

The  negroes  are  great  admirers  of  .our  curio- 
fities,  trinkets,  and  locks,  but  particularly  our 
watches.  They  are  however  Hill  more  allonifh- 
ed  at  our  art  of  making  paper  fpeak,  as  they 
exprefs  it,  which  to  them  is  a  prodigy.  If  they 
are  difpatched  with  a  letter,  the  contents  of 
which  have  been  communicated  to  them,  they 
cannot  be  perfuaded  that  the  fantaftical  figures 
infcribed  on  it  are  able  to  convey  to  the  reader 
the  thoughts  of  an  abfent  perfon,  though  they 
fee  it  by  experience.  They  fometimes  alk  it 
ironically  what  it  contains,  as  if  they  meant  to 
furprize  it  in  a  fault  ;  and  their  allonilhment  is 
inexpreffible  when  they  are  told  what  the  fub- 
je£l  of  it  is  :  they  can  form  no  idea  of  writing, 
and  imagine  that  the  white  men  have  a  familiar 
demon  by  whom  they  are  inllruCted  on  thefe 
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occafions.  This  opinion,  which  is  fomewhat 
fimilar  to  that  of  the  natives  of  the  Gold  Coaft, 
who  believe  that  every  thing  brought  to  them 
by  the  Europeans  is  produced  fpontaneoufly, 
without  any  pains  or  trouble  on  their  part,  ren¬ 
ders  the  negroes  like  our  children,  or  certain 
inhabitants  of  our  great  cities,  whofe  credulity 
is  often  abufed. 

Coast  of  Malaguetta. 

Malaguetta  is  a  certain  kind  of  pepper,  infe¬ 
rior  to  that  of  Alia,  which  was  fome  time  in 
vogue,  though  it  is  little  fought  after  at  prefent. 
It  was  on  this  coaft  that  the  French  firft  carried 
on  trade  ;  traces  of  their  refidence  here  ftill  ex- 
ift,  in  the  name  of  a  village  called  Paris,  and  in 
the  memories  of  the  inhabitants,  who  have  had 
French  furnames  hereditary  in  their  families  for 
more  than  a  century.  They  taught  them  alfo 
to  aftume  the  names  of  faints,  fuch  as  Peter, 
Paul,  John,  and  Andrew.  A  pretty  ample  de- 
fcription  of  their  cuftoms  has  been  given  by  dif¬ 
ferent  travellers ;  but  it  is  not  known  how  they 
could  acquire  fuch  minute  information,  fince 
they  confefs  that  they  were  not  acquainted 
with  their  language,  and  that  it  is  impoflible  to 
learn  it.  I  fhall  content  myfelf,  therefore,  with 
what  could  be  gathered  from  obfervation.  The 
natives  are  tall  and  well  made  -3  they  have  lefs 
covering  to  their  bodies  than  any  other  people 
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on  the  coaft;  and  are  fond  of  prefents,  which 
they  call  datis,  and  which  they  alk  with  im¬ 
portunity.  Their  priefts  are  called  marabous. 
The  principal  wife  is  interred  with  her  hulband. 
They  have  among  them  mulattoes,  defeended 
from  the  Portuguefe,  who  carry  on  a  great  trade 
in  the  interior  part  of  the  country  ;  and  who 
would  render  it  much  more  extenfiye  were  they 
regularly  fupplied  with  European  goods.  The 
king  refides  on  the  river  Seftos,  which  is  navi¬ 
gable  for  fhips. 

Sierra  Leona. 

The  country  of  Sierra  Leona  was  fo  called  by 
the  Portuguefe,  on  account  of  its  mountains 
filled  with  lions.  It  pofleffes  all  the  beauties 
which,  in  a  warm  country,  can  arife  from  groves, 
forefts,  and  cafcades.  The  inhabitants  are  not 
unworthy  of  fuch  a  delightful  refidence.  They 
are  mild,  fociable,  and  obliging  ;  not  at  all  felf- 
interefted,  and  exceedingly  indultrious.  The 
women  take  delight  in  adding  the  fetiche  ■,  that 
is  to  fay,  in  exhibiting  themfelves  in  a  certaip 

drefs,  as  if  confecrated,  to  attrati  the  notice  of 

/  *  , 

the  men.  Their  principal  ornament  on  thefe 
occafions  is  a  very  delicate  {tripe,  made  with 
red  or  yellow  varnilh,  around  the  forehead. 
They  form  circles  alfo,  in  the  fame  manner, 
around  their  arms  and  body.  The  negroes  are 
highly  delighted  with  this  whimfical  ornament. 
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In  fpeaking  of  drefs,  I  mull  not  omit  that  of  their 
advocates  or  defenders  of  law-fuits.  They  wear 
a  maik  on  the  vifage  ;  have  caftanets  in  their 
hands  and  bells  on  their  legs;  and  all  thefe  are  for 
the  purpofe  of  keeping  alive  the  attention  of  the 
judges.  This  mode  might  not  be  altogether 
ufelefs  in  Europe.  The  women  likewife  wear 
on  their  legs  bells  of  copper  or  filver,  which 
make  a  pretty  agreeable  harmony  when  they 
dance.  Being  paffionately  fond  of  this  exercife, 
they  imitate,  with  great  pleafure,  the  European 
dances.  They  are  more  modeft  and  more  referved 
than  the  other  women  of  the  country  :  but  in 
regard  to  the  men,  fome  fay  they  are  jealous, 
and  others  praife  them  for  their  condefcenfion. 
Chriftianity  has  been  known  here  formerly  ;  but, 
at  prefent,  it  feems  to  be  forgotten,  and  all  the 
negroes,  from  the  king  downwards,  wear  a- 
mulets,  and  other  badges  of  fuperftition. 

Monou,  Quoja,  Hondo,  Mandingo,  Fouli, 

Jalof,  &c. 

There  are  ftill  a  great  many  other  nations  in 
Guinea,  fome  of  which  lie  a  great  way  up  the 
country,  and  have  no  direft  intercourfe  with  the 
coaft.  Others  are  connected  with  the  fea  only 
by  a  fmall  tongue  of  land,  and  therefore  are  very 
-little  known  to  the  Europeans.  The  obfcure 
accounts  given  by  the  natives  of  thefe  countries, 
make  us  acquainted  with  the  names  of  kingdoms* 
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the  extent  and  even  pofition  of  which  are  very 
uncertain.  Such  is  the  empire  of  Monou,  the 
kingdoms  of  Quoja,  Hondo.  Mandingo,  Fouli, 
Jalof,  and  feveral  others.  Thefe  people  have 
related  many  things,  in  regard  to  their  manners 
and  cuftoms,  which  are  fimilar  to  thofe  already 
known  ;  but  one  thing  peculiar  to  them,  if  true, 
is  what  is  faid  refpefiing  their  focial  difpofition. 
The  following  portrait  does  honour  to  thefe 
people  too  much  degraded  by  prejudice. 

They  are  milder  and  more  moderate,  it  is  faid, 
than  the  negroes  on  the  coait,  and  feem  to  hold 
a  mean  rank  between  the  latter  and  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Daho'mey,  the  Jagas,  and  other  ferocious 
tribes  in  the  interior  parts.  They  are  not  fond  of 
fhedding  human  blood  -}  nor  does  ambition  kindle 
up  among  them  the  flames  of  war.  They  never 
engage  in  it  but  through  neceffity,  and  for  their 
own  defence.  They  live  in  the  greateft  har¬ 
mony-;  are  always  ready  to  aflift  each  other,  and 
to  give  their  friends,  when  in  need,  part  of  their 
clothes  and  provifions,  and  even  to  anticipate 
their  wants  by  voluntary  prefents.  On  account 
of  this  flattering  picture,  fome  authors  fay  that 
the  travellers  from  whom  it  is  taken  were  de- 
firous  of  exhibiting  to  us  a  new  utopia,  and  by 
this  reflexion  they  raife  unfurmountable  doubts 
refpefting  thefe  perfections,  which  are  therefore 
'  confidered  as  merely  imaginary.  What  is  aflert- 

edj  in  particular,  of  their  circumfpe£tion  in  un^ 
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dertaking  war,  is  contradidled  by  the  avowal 
that  there  are  conquerors  among  them  ;  that 
they  fend  many  flaves  to  be  fold  on  the  coaft ; 
that  each  nation  is  dependent  on  the  other,  and 
that  the  commerce  between  them  is  not  free. 
All  thefe  muft  be  owing  to  force ;  and  confe- 
quently  to  wars  of  ambition  and  intereft. 

As  little  purity  prevails  among  the  manners 
of  the  people  ;  for  both  the  men  and  the  women 
are  equally  devoted  to  fenfual  pleafures.  The 
latter  employ  philtres  and  potions,  made  of 
herbs,  to  invigorate  their  hufbands.  The  edu¬ 
cation  given  among  the  Quojas  to  young  boyi 
and  girls,  in  fchools  eftabliflied  for  the  purpofe, 
may  be  claffed  among  their  libidinous  incite¬ 
ments.  Young  perfons  indeed  are  taught  to 
hunt,  to  fi(h,  and  to  handle  arms;  but  particu¬ 
larly  dances,  accompanied  with  immodeft  gef- 
tures,  and  fongs  compofed  of  expreffions  fuited 
to  them.  The  inftrudlion  given  to  girls  is  found¬ 
ed  on  obfcenity  alfo.  Thofe  of  both  fexes  who 
receive  an  education  of  this  kind  form  a  fort  of 
powerful  fociety,  of  which  the  king  is  the  head. 
The  high-pried  prepares  a  compofition  called 
belli,  which  he  (hews  to  the  people  as  fomething 
facred.  It  has  no  certain  figure.  The  bellimo , 
or  high-prieft,  gives  it  one  at  pleafure ;  but 
whatever  may  be  its  form,  the  people  are  ob¬ 
liged  to  drew  it  the  utmoft  refpett,  and  thofe  who 
fail  to  do  fo  experience  the  fevered  chaftifement 


409 


4io 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY. 


from  the  belli.  The  belli,  however,  before  he  can 
punidi  muft  have  the  king’s  confent ;  without 
which  his  power  is  of  no  avail.  This  is  a  politi¬ 
cal  reftridtion  very  remarkable. 

The  Quojas  have  alfo  a  great  veneration  for  the 
jannanins ,  who  are  the  fpirits  of  their  deceafed 
relations.  They  believe  that  they  are  always 
hovering  around  them;  and  that  on  important 
occafions  they  give  fenfible  figns  of  their  pre¬ 
fence.  When  a  woman  is  accufed  of  adultery, 
by  the  depofition  of  her  huflband,  Ihe  is  declared 
innocent  upon  her  own  oath ;  but,  after  taking 
the  oath,  if  proofs  are  adduced  again!!  her,  !he 
is  conduced  in  the  evening  to  the  public  fquare, 
where  the  council  is  aflembled  to  try  her.  The 
jannanins  are  firft  invoked,  and  the  woman’s  eyes 
are  covered  with  a  bandage,  in  order  that  die  may 
not  fee  the  fpirits  who  are  ready  to  carry  her  off, 
When  die  has  thus  been  left  fome  time  in  a  flate 
of  apprehenfion  refpedting  her  fate,  an  old  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  council  reprefents  to  her  how  diame- 
ful  her  condudt  has  been,  and  threatens  her  with 
fevere  punifhment.  If,  after  this  harangue,  !he 
fhews  figns  of  contrition,  die  is  made  to  hear  a 
confufed  noife  of  voices,  which  it  is  pretended 
are  thofe  of  the  jannanins,  who  declare  that  her 
crime,  though  deferving  rigorous  punidiment, 
is  forgiven,  becaufe  it  is  the  firft  offence.  The 
fame  voices  impofe  on  her  fome  fads  and  other 
mortifications.  It  is  recommended  to  her  to  live 
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with  fo  much  chaftity,  that  fhe  may  not  even 
take  a  male  child  in  her  arms,  or  touch  the 
, drefs  of  a  man.  If  fhe  relapfe  into  libertinifm, 
and  the  fa£t  be  proved,  the  high-priefi,  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  whole  fociety  of  the  belli,  repair 
with  a  loud  clamour  to  the  houfe  of  her  hufband, 
where  they  feizeher;  and,  amidft  hooting,  carry 
her  round  the  town.  She  is  then  conducted, 
with  the  fame  efcort,  to  the  foreft  confecrated 
to  the  jannanins ,  whofe  voipes  are  no  longer 
heard.  In  order  that  the  power  of  the  jannanins 
may  continue  to  be  dreaded  by  the  women,  it 
is  no  doubt  neceflary  to  remove  them  from  the 
council  in  which  thefe  fpirits  are  fuppofed  to  be 
prefent.  We  may,  therefore,  believe  that  it  is 
the  male  brotherhood  alone  of  the  belli  who 
pompofe  it. 

Negroes  of  the  interior  Parts  of 
Africa. 

The  drefs  of  the  negroes  in  the  interior  parts 
confifts  of  a  kind  of  furplice  or  large  fhirt.  I 
here  fpeak  of  the  rich  ;  for  the  reft  go  almoft 
naked.  They  make  only  one  meal  a  day  in  the 
evening;  but  more  on  account  of  their  health 
than  through  temperance.  To  eat  freely  in  fuch 
a  warm  climate  is  dangerous.  They  generally 
drink  water,  or  a  little  palm-wine ;  but  they  are 
all  remarkably  fond  of  brandy.  In  one  canton, 
a  fuitor  goes  in  great  pomp  to  conduft  his  future 
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fpoufe  home  ■,  but  in  another  he  is  obliged  to 
carry  her  off  by  ftealth.  In  fome  diftridls  he  is 
fond  of  meeting  with  a  virgin ;  in  others,  is  en¬ 
tirely  indifferent  on  the  fubjeft.  In  one  place, 
he  thews  her  great  marks  of  affection  and  re- 
fpeft,  when  he  receives  her  into  his  houfe  j  in 
another  he  commands  her,  in  a  harth  manner,  to 
go  and  fetch  water,  and  other  things  neceflary 
in  the  family,  in  order  that  he  may  accuftom  her 
to  obedience.  No  wife  ever  eats  with  her  huf- 
band  ;  not  even  the  who  is  called  his  fpoufe  at 
hand,  becaufe  the  is  always  near  him,  and  mif- 
trefs  of  the  reft.  It  is  not  known  in  what  man¬ 
ner  tire  acquires  this  fuperiority.  The  women 
foon  come  to  maturity;  but  they  almoft  ceafe  to 
have  children  about  the  time  that  the  women  in 
Europe  begin.  All  the  laborious  part  of  the  do- 
meftic  economy  is  contigned  to  them.  They 
choofe  rather  to  expofe  themfelves  to  be  fold  as 
slaves,  by  favouring  a  lover,  than  to  remain  with 
a  hufband  for  whom  they  entertain  no  affedlion. 
They  indulge  the  white  men  in  great  privileges, 
which  are  allowed  by  their  hulbands.  They 
{hew  great  tendernefs  for  their  children:  the  boys 
are  fuffered  to  do  what  they  pleafe — they  are 
deftined  to  idlenefs ;  but  the  girls  being  born  to 
labour,  are  accuftomed  to  it  from  their  infancy. 
Their  funerals,  as  in  other  countries,  are  accom¬ 
panied  with  cries  and  lamentations  ;  and  even 
women,  who  have  no  great  caufe  to  be  fad,  are 
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the  foremoft  to  diftinguifh  themfelves  In  thefe 
melancholy  fcenes.  On  thefe  occafions  a  great 
deal  is  confumed  in  eating  and  drinking.  Danc¬ 
ing  and  tinging  form  a  part  of  all  their  cere¬ 
monies,  and  even  when  they  pay  vifits.  Their 
muficians  and  poets  are  improvifatori ;  and  like 
our’s  celebrate  the  praifes  of  thofe  who  pay 
them  :  people  who  have  no  other  profeffion  are 
called  gicriots,  ox  juddies ;  and  one  of  them  is  kept 
in  the  pay  of  every  great  man.  The  languages  of 
the  negroes,  in  general,  are  foft,  flowing,  and  har¬ 
monious  ;  but  they  are  poor  and  deftitute  of  ener¬ 
gy.  Their  language  ufed  in  commerce, andin their 
intercourfe  with  other  nations,  which  extends 
from  the  African  coafts  of  the  ocean  to  the  inte¬ 
rior  parts  of  the  country,  and  even  to  India,  is 
corruptedPortuguefe.: — an  inconteftable  proof  of 
the  empire  which  that  nation  has  in  this  immenfe 
country.  The  Arabic  begins  to  be  fpoken  towards 
the  fhore  of  the  Gambia  and  the  Senegal.  It  is 
the  language  of  the  learned  and  polite  part  of  the 
inhabitants,  whofe  religion  is  mahometanifm. 
They  have  workmen  of  all  kinds,  good  and  bad. 
The  bed:  and  mod:  lucrative  trade  is  that  of  the 
fepatcros ,  who  make  amulets,  and  the  fmall 
boxes  which  contain  them.  No  one  ever  dif- 
putes  refpe£ting  the  price  of  thefe  articles :  not 
to  give  what  is  alked  would  be  treating  with 
contempt  every  thing  refpeftable  in  the  charm. 
They  build  in  a  very  irregular  manner,  and  with¬ 
out  tafte,  at  lead;  according  to  the  European 
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way  of  thinking ;  but  this  method  fuits  them, 
becaufe  they  are  fond  of  finuofities  and  wind¬ 
ings.  Their  fields  are  often  laid  wafte  by  clouds 
of  locufts  ;  and  this  fcourge,  added  to  indo¬ 
lence,  a  fcourge  more  common,  occafions  moffc 
dreadful  famines. 

The  negro  armies  are  never  embarraflfed  by 
large  convoys  of  provifions  and  ammunition. 
Each  foldier  carries  his  own  provifions,  and 
fometimes  a  quantity  fufficient  to  ferve  him  dur¬ 
ing  the  whole  time  of  the  expedition.  Their 
arms  are  bows  and  arrows,  pikes,  javelins,  muf- 
kets,  and  bucklers.  They  manage  their  horfes 
with  fingular  dexterity ;  but  all  their  addrefs 
forfakes  them  in  the  field  of  battle,  and  only 
enables  them  to  fly  with  more  fpeed.  In  gene¬ 
ral,  they  are  bad  foldiers  and  bad  mahometans. 
When  they  profefs  that  religion,  they  combine 
with  the  muffulman  praftices  a  number  of  fu- 
perftitions,  among  which  is  that  of  the  grifgris , 
a  kind  of  amulets,  confifting  fometimes  of  toys 
confecrated  by  expreflions  in  the  Koran ;  and 
fometimes  of  paflages  from  that  book,  written 
upon  parchment,  and  inclofed  in  boxes  fold  to 
them  by  the  fepateros.  They  fufpend  them  around 
the  neck;  from  their  hair,  ears,  arms,  and  legs, 
and  from  every  part  of  the  body,  where  they  be¬ 
lieve,  according  to  the  indication  of  the  mara¬ 
bou,  that  they  will  be  moft  ufeful. 

The  marabous,  of  whom  1  have  already 
fpoken,  form  alfo  among  the  negroes  in  the 
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interior  parts  a  numerous  body,  diftinguilhed 
from  the  reft  of  the  people,  not  by  their  drefs, 
which  is  very  little  different,  but  by  their  manner 
of  life.  They  affeft  a  great  deal  of  gravity  and 
regularity ;  and  have  particular  towns  and 
diftri£ts  of  land  belonging  to  their  tribe,  where 
they  admit  no  other  negroes  but  their  Haves. 
They  form  no  alliances  but  among  themfelves. 
All  their  male  children  are  educated  for  the 
fervice  of  their  country.  In  many  points  they 
adhere  to  the  law  contained  in  Leviticus ;  a 
book  which  they  refpect  mod  next  to  the  Koran : 
but  it  is  allowed  that  their  ufages  are  a  profound 
myftery  to  the  people.  A  traveller,  who  is 
fufpe&ed  of  being  too  much  prejudiced  in  their 
favour,  fays,  that  the  marabous  are  faithful  ob- 
fervers  of  the  muffulman  laws,  and  particularly 
in  regard  to  temperance  ;  that  they  abftain  from 
wine  and  fpirituous  liquors  ;  and  that  their 
probity  and  honefty  in  commerce  and  bufmefs 
are  generally  known.  Charity  is  a  virtue  in 
which  they  are  never  deficient  towards  each 
other  ;  and  they  never  fuffer  one  of  their  number 
to  be  fold  unlefs  he  has  deferved  it  by  fome  great 
crime. 

They  have  fchools  open  for  the  reception  of 
all  children,  whom  they  with  to  be  inftrufted  in 
reading  and  writing ;  but  there  are  private  ones 
for  their  own.  Befides  reading  and  writing. 
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they  inftrudl  them  in  the  Koran  and  the  principles 
of  the  levitical  law.  They  are  made  acquainted 
alfo  with  the  nature  of  the  fociety  of  the  mara¬ 
bous,  and  their  connexion  with  the  hate,  though 
they  form  a  feparate  body.  They  are  infpired 
with  an  inviolable  attachment  to  the  interefts  of 
the  fociety,  and  are  accuftomed  to  filence  and 
modefly  in  their  words  as  well  as  actions.  They 
are  taught  alfo  the  principles  of  morality,  at  lead 
fo  far  as  they  concern  the  benefit  of  the  fociety 
and  may  be  the  means  of  procuring  them  the 
refpect  of  the  people.  The  marabous,  indeed,  do 
not  lofe  their  labour  3  for  they  are  followed  and 
preceded  by  veneration  even  in  the  palaces  of 
their  kings.  No-where  do  they  experience  a 
refufal  or  contradiction  3  and  during  the  moft 
bloody  wars  they  are  at  liberty  to  go  from  one 
kingdom  to  another.  They  may  then  be  feen 
freely  traverfing  the  different  countries  with 
their  families  and  their  books  to  teach  religion 
and  wifdom.  They  generally  preach  by  ex¬ 
ample  3  and  their  laws  are  written  in  a  peculiar 
language  different  from  the  vulgar,  which  none 
but  themfelves  underhand.  When  they  travel 
they  live,  as  fome  fay,  upon  alms  5  but  according 
to  others  by  trade  and  the  fale  of  their  amulets. 
It  is,  however,  probable  that  they  employ  all 
thefe  means  of  fubfiftence.  It  is  not  faid  that 
they  have  a  chief  and  a  hierarchy.  It  would  be 
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difficult  for  a  body  to  exift  without  govern¬ 
ment  ;  and  for  a  government  to  be  carried  on 
without  a  gradation  of  powers. 

Gambia,  Goree,  Senegal,  Zaara,  Bile- 

DULGERID. 

Gambia  and  Senegal  are  two  large  rivers* 
which  flow  through  an  immenfe  extent  of  coun¬ 
try.  The  Senegal  is  the  fame  as  the  Niger. 
The  Europeans  have  proceeded  up  thefe  rivers 
as  far  as  they  could,  both  to  make  themfelves 
acquainted  with  the  nations  who  inhabit  their 
banks,  and  to  difcover  the  gold  mines  faid  to  be 
fltuated  on  the  mountains  in  which  they  have 
their  fources.  Goree  is  an  ifland  between  the 
mouths  of  thefe  two  rivers.  It  is  advantageoufly 
fltuated  for  the  commerce  carried  on  by  their 
means  ;  and  ferves  as  a  magazine  for  the  goods 
conveyed  down  them  from  the  interior  parts  of 
Africa,  and  for  thofe  which  are  carried  thither 
from  Europe.  Zaara  is  a  defert,  the  borders  of 
which  are  inhabited  by  Moorifh  tribes,  who  pafs 
it  in  caravans,  and  thus  eftablilh  a  communication 
between  the  negroes  of  Guinea  and  the  ftates  of 
Morocco.  Biledulgerid  extends  a  great  way* 
and  runs  behind  Tunis  and  Tripoli.  * 

On  the  Gambia,  there  are  many  of  thofe  Por- 
tuguefe  meftizos  of  whom  I  have  already  fpoken. 
The  following  account  is  gb  en  of  them  by  a 
French  faftor,  who  went  to  pay  them  a  vifit  of 
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ceremony.  “  They  were  clothed,”  fays  he,  fC  ir2 
<c  black,  and  had  large  clokes,  which  were  raifed 
<e  up  behind  by  their  long  iwords.  They  all 
“  had  poniards,  and  a  large  and  long  chapelet 
“  in  the  left  hand  which  relied  on  the  hilt  of 
“  their  fword  ;  large  broad-brimmed  hats,  and 
“  long  multaches”  The  gravity  of  their  com¬ 
pliments  was  fuited  to  that  of  their  countenances. 
The  objeft  of  them  remarks,  that  the  women 
had  their  mouths  full  of  water  to  prevent  them, 
as  he  was  told,  from  neglefling  their  labour  by 
pratding.  The  chief  article  of  the  commerce 
carried  on  by  thefe  two  rivers — next  to  gold, 
ivory,  and  Haves — is  gum,  fo  neceffary  for  the 
European  manufaflures,  and  particularly  thofe 
of  filk.  The  French  procure  a  great  deal  of  it 
by  the  Senegal.  They  are  mailers  of  the  illand 
of  Goree,  and  have  ufeful  fettlements  on  both 
rivers.  The  Englifh  and  Dutch  are  no  lefs 
powerful  in  the  country ;  but  they  all  employ 
the  treacherous  policy  of  fomenting  wars  be¬ 
tween  the  petty  kings  on  the  banks  of  thefe 
rivers,  in  order  that  their  markets  may  be  better 
fupplied  with  Haves. 

A  part  of  the  defert  of  Zaara  is  inhabited  by 
wandering  hordes,  among  whom  are  three 
moorilh  tribes,  who  have  no  fovereigns.  The 
richelt  man  among  them  is  the  moll  refpefled, 
and  acknowledged  as  the  chief  of  the  republic. 
They  are  brave,  and  enured  to  fatigue.  Though 
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Mahometans,  it  would  be  impoffible  to  make 
them  undertake  a  journey  to  Mecca,  becaufe 
nothing  could  be  gained  by  it ;  but  they  pene¬ 
trate,  without  hefitation,  to  the  centre  of  Africa, 
where  they  find  gold.  They  are  fure  that  thefe 
will  not  prove  fruitlefs  expeditions  ;  becaufe,  if 
in  return  for  the  fait,  (luffs,  and  inftruments  of 
iron,  which  they  carry  thither,  they  do  not  pro¬ 
cure  gold,  ivory,  mufk,  bezoar,  and  oftrich  fea¬ 
thers,  they  carry  off  the  negroes  with  whom  they 
go  to  traffic,  and  fell  them  to  the  Europeans  or 
the  Moors  of  Fez  and  Morocco.  They  are  much 
addifted  to  the  chace  ;  and  are  not  intimidated 
by  lions,  panthers,  and  the  moft  ferocious  ani¬ 
mals.  On  their  Barbary  horfes,  they  run  down 
the  oftrich,  which  at  firft  outftrips  their  fleeted 
courfers ;  but  it  at  length  grows  fatigued.  Though 
purfued  by  two  men,  the  oftrich  of  the  deferts 
can  never  be  caught,  till  overcome  by  laflitude. 
It  carries  its  head  as  high  as  the  largeft  horfe* 
and  extends  its  wings  to  the  wind.  When  it 
holds  them  motionlefs  they  ferve  it  as  fails  j  and 
when  moved  they  as  it  were  fupply  the  place  of 
oars. 

It  is  not  properly  afcertained  whether  thefe 
people  be  Moors  or  Arabs  ;  but  it  may  be  faid, 
that,  by  living  together  they  partake  of  both  j 
the  Moor  has  become  an  Arab,  and  the  Arab  a 
Moor :  their  manners  and  ufages  have,  there¬ 
fore,  been  confounded  together.  There  is  alfo 
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a  race  called  the  Bereberes,  who  are  believed  to 
be  older  in'  the  country  than  the  Moors.  The 
women  begin  here  to  be  referved  and  modelh 
There  are  no  nudities  among  them,  as  they  are 
always  clothed,  and  never  appear  without  veils: 
fome  of  them  are  even  too  much  loaded  with 
drefs  for  fo  hot  a  climate.  The  inhabitants  are 
difperfed  in  villages,  called  adouars ;  and  are 
merely  camps,  which  do  not  long  remain  in  one 
place.  'When  they  remove  their  camp,  they 
ibut  up  their  grain  in  a  kind  of  wells,  cut  out  in 
the  rock,  called  matamores,  which  have  narrow 
mouths,  and  become  wider  the  deeper  they  pro¬ 
ceed.  In  proportion  as  they  fill  them,  they  line 
them  with  ftraw  3  and  in  this  manner  the  grain 
may  be  preferved  a  long  time  :  when  they  have 
clofed  the  mouth  they  cultivate  the  earth  over 
them  and  fow  it  with  corn. 

Mothers  have  for  their  children  a  tendernefs 
which  renders'  them  attentive  to  their  wants,, 
and  exceedingly  careful  to  preferve  them  from 
every  thing  that  may  hurt  them.  They  do  not 
admit  perfons  of  every  kind  near  them  ;  as  they 
are  perfuaded  that  there  are  fome  whofe  look 
alone  is  fufficient  to  kill,  or  to  throw  into  a  ftate 
of  debility,  thole  children  on  whom  they  fix 
their  malignant  eyes.  Being  fhepherds  and 
wanderers,  they  are  pretty  well  acquainted  with, 
the  heavenly  bodies  ;  but,  in  other  refpefts,  they 
are  very  ignorant.  They  are  excellent  for  running 
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or  for  fudden  attacks  ;  but  are  bad  foldiers  in  a 
regular  army.  Their  deferts  are  expofed  to 
dreadful  hurricanes,  which  raife  the  fand  in  fuch 
a  manner  that  they  are  often  buried  under  it ; 
but  as  they  are  acquainted  with  the  feafons  when 
thefe  difafters  happen,  they  take  care  not  to  ex- 
pofe  themfelves  to  them. 

There  are  fome  iflands  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  river  Gambia.  Refpefting  that  of  Biflao 
we  are  told  the  following  particulars.  The 
inhabitants,  both  men  and  women,  wear  two 
large  iron  rings,  which,  inftead  of  Hones,  have 
broad  plates  of  the  fame  metal,  and  are  employed 
as  caftanets.  By  ftriking  them  againft  each 
other  they  can  communicate  their  withes  to 
their  friends,  without  being  underftood  by  thofe 
who  are  not  initiated  in  that  mode  of  expreflion. 
This  is  a  language  for  the  ears  as  a  certain 
arrangement  and  difpofition  of  flowers  are  in 
the  feraglios  a  language  for  the  eyes.  In  this 
ifland  the  fovereign  may  eafily  acquire  riches. 
An  individual  makes  him  a  prefent  of  his  neigh¬ 
bour’s  houfe  ;  the  neighbour  does  not  fail  to 
ferve  him  in  the  fame  manner  ;  the  king  takes 
pofleffion  of  them,  and  they  muff  then  either 
repurchafe  them  or  build  others.  When  the 
king  dies,  four  of  his  principal  lords  bear  the 
body,  in  ceremony,  to  the  place  of  interment; 
and  as  foon  as  they  have  reached  it,  they  raife  ‘ 
the  coffin  in  the  air,  and,  holding  it  in  that 
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pofition,  give  it  feveral  fhakes,  and  then  let  it 
fall  on  the  grandees,  who  are  proftrated  at  their 
feet.  He  on  whom  the  coffin  falls,  if  he  is  not 
crufhed,  is  acknowledged  as  king. 

Biledulgerid  means  the  Country  of  Dates, 
which  are  found  here  in  great  abundance.  It 
may  be  called  an  affemblage  of  deferts,  all  con¬ 
tiguous  to  each  other.  The  inhabitants  in 
general  partake  of  the  nature  of  the  foil,  and  are 
dry,  brown,  and  meagre:  though  they  live  in 
a  climate  which  is  Hill  warmer  than  that  of  the 
negroes  they  are  not  black.  No  part  of  the 
country  is  habitually  peopled  j  but  the  borders 
of  the  large  rivers,  and  fome  of  the  mountains 
which  give  rife  to  ftreams  that  foon  lofe  them- 
felves  in  the  fand.  The  plains  are  deftitute  of 
water  ;  and  there  are  fome  of  them  in  which  no 
wells  are  found  but  at  the  diftance  of  thirty 
leagues.  The  inhabitants  guide  themfelves  thi¬ 
ther  by  the  ftars  or  a  compafs.  Experience  has 
taught  them  that  fome  birds  fly  to  a  determinate 
diftance  from  certain  points  ;  and  their  prefence 
or  abfence  ferves  them  as  a  direction.  The  an¬ 
cients  were  acquainted  with  the  country  on  the 
frontiers  of  Biledulgerid  towards  Tripoli,  which 
they  called  Mauritania.  Some  of  their  monu¬ 
ments  are  fiill  feen,  and  fome  remains  of  the  ci¬ 
ties  which  they  built.  On  the  oppoftte  fide,  Bile¬ 
dulgerid  extends,  towards  Nigr.itia,  to  an  im- 
menfe  diftance.  This  was  the  country  of  the 
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Getulians,  and  the  Garamantes,  the  anceilors 
of  the  Numidians,  who,  for  a  long  ti  ne,  main¬ 
tained  the  honour  of  Africa  againit  the  Ro¬ 
mans. 

Barbary. 

All  that  coait  of  the  Mediterranean  from  Barbary, 

1  1  r  r  .  comprehend* 

Egypt  to  the  other  fide  of  the  Strait  of  Gibraltar,  ingainhe 
including  a  greater  or  lefs  depth  on  the  Atlantic  gypt  to  the 
Ocean,  is  called  Barbary,  probably  from  bar,  raitar. 
which  iignifies  a  defert  ;  and  hence  thofe  who 
were  the  firil  inhabitants  affirmed  the  name  of 
Barbara,  or  Berberes,  which  they  ft’ll  retain. 

The  cantons  next  to  Egypt  are  expoied  to  ex- 
ceffive  and  almolt  continual  heat.  Towards  . 
Mount  Atlas  the  cold  is  pretty  fevere ;  but  the 
intermediate  diilrifls  enjoy  a  more  moderate 
temperature,  and  are  alfo  the  rnoft  fertile  part 
of  the  country.  The  advantageous  iituation  of 
Barbary  induced  the  Romans,  the  Greeks,  the 
Saracens,  the  Vandals,  the  Arabs,  and  the 
Moors,  to  render  themfelves  fucceffively  mailers 
of  it.  At  prefent,  it  is  fubjeft  to  the  dominion 
of  the  grand-feignior,  not  fo  much  under  the  title 
of  pofleffion,  as  of  proteflion,  for  which  it  pays 
a  fmall  tribute.  The  Turkiih  militia  exercife 
abfolute  authority  over  all  the  inhabitants,  who 
tremble  at  the  bare  fight  of  a  Turkiih  foldier ; 
but,  whether  Moors,  Arabs,  or  Bereberes,  they 
all  bear  the  yoke  with  wonderful  fubmiffion ; 
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obliged  to  conceal  their  riches,  if  they  have  any; 
and  to  live  poorly,  and  even  then  uncertain  whe¬ 
ther  their  obfcurity  will  fecure  them  from  the 
violence  of  their  tyrants.  The  Bereberes,  in 
particular,  are  a  model  of  patience.  This  vir¬ 
tue  muft  be  natural  to  them,  as  they  have  no 
word  in  their  language  to  exprefs  either  mur¬ 
muring  or  revolt ;  or  it  arifes  from  their  refigna- 

tion  to  the  decrees  of  Providence,  whom  they 

»  * 

never  fail  to  recal  to  the  remembrance  of  the 
chriftian  captives,  when  they  hear  them,  in 
their  defpair,  break  out  in  complaints  and  im¬ 
precations. 

The^mafters  molt  to  be  dreaded  by  thefe  un¬ 
happy  wretches  are  the  renegadoes  ;  who,  ei¬ 
ther  through  intereft,  or  to  break  their  chains, 
have  abjured  the  chriftian  faith.  To  make  the 
mahometans  believe  that  they  are  really  con¬ 
verted,  they  affeft  to  behave  with  harlhnefs  to 
the  chriftian  captives,  and  even  to  thofe  of  their 
own  nation,  whom  they  often  treat  more  cruelly 
than  the  reft:  but  this  conduct  is  of  no  avail; 
for  they  are  abhorred,  defpifed,  and  fufpefled 
even  by  thofe  who  excited  them  to  apoftacy. 
However,  as  they  are,  for  the  moft  part,  men  of 
fome  talents,  they  either  enrich  themfelves  by 
trade,  or  get  promoted  in  the  militia,  by  enter¬ 
ing  on  board  their  corfairs.  Some  of  them  have 
rendered  themfelves  famous  in  piracy,  and  have 
rifen  to  the  firft  polls  in  the  army  and  ftate. 
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Authors  conclude  the  general  picture  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Barbary,  by  faying,  that  they  are 
addicted  to  all  the  vices  with  which  the  Afri¬ 
cans  are  reproached,  and  of  which  hiftory  un¬ 
fortunately  has  furnifhed  too  many  proofs ;  that 
they  are  liars,  cheats,  traitors,  thieves,  and 
cowards  :  in  a  word,  it  is  faid  that  they  are  ad¬ 
dicted  to  debauchery,  and  the  moft  infamous  ir¬ 
regularities  ;  and  that  if  there  is  any  difference 
between  them  and  the  other  Africans,  it  is  that 
they  exceed  the  latter  in  all  thefe  vices,  as  they 
far  furpafs  them  in  lazinefs,  ignorance,  and  fu- 
perftition.  The  moft  common  religion  is  the 
mahometan ;  but  fuch  as  can  be  praftifed  by 
people  of  the  above  defcription.  It  often  ferves 
as  a  pretence  for  the  feverities  exercifed  againft 
the  chriftian  Haves.  The  Jews,  it  is  faid,  are 
not  kept  under  very  great  reftraint ;  and  other 
people,  whether  idolaters,  or  abfolutely  void  of 
religion,  are  left  at  perfeft  freedom. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  twelfth  century,  to¬ 
wards  the  year  1107,  the  chief  of  a  Moorifli 
tribe,  named  Techiiien,  united  under  his  com- 
mand  all  the  other  tribes;  fubdued  with  their 
affiftance  the  Arabs,  who  had  the  greatefl  fvvay 
in  Africa;  and  formed  a  powerful  empire  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Mount  Atlas.  His  fon  Jo- 
feph,  who  was  as  brave  and  fuccefsful  as  him- 
felf,  preferved  and  increafed  this  empire,  and 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  city  of  Morocco.  At 
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the  requeft  of  the  Moorifh  princes,  eftablifhed 
in  Spain,  he  appeared  twice  there  at  the  head 
of  powerful  armies.  His  fon  and  fucceffor,  Ali, 
was  killed  there  in  a  battle.  Brahem,  crowned 
after  him,  lived  in  a  ftate  of  indolence,  which 
afforded  an  opportunity  to  an  enthufiaft,  named 
Abdallah,  who  was  at  the  head  of  a  fe£t,  a  man 
of  talents  and  political  fagacity,  to  take  poffef- 
licn  of  the  throne.  On  his  death,  his  chief  ge¬ 
neral  Abdolmumen,  fupported  by  the  fuff  ages 
of  all  the  reft,  was  proclaimed  fovereign.  Be¬ 
ing  incenfed  againft  Morocco,  becaufe  it  had 
acknowledged  a  fon  of  Brahem,  he  laid  liege  to 
the  town.  It  was  bravely  defended  by  the  in¬ 
habitants,  but  he  fwore  not  to  raife  the  fiege 
until  he  had  taken  it,  and  made  it  to  pafs 
through  a  lieve.  That  his  oath  might  be  ac- 
compliihed,  he  caufed  the  houfes  to  be  pulled 
down,  and  the  ftones  to  be  broken  and  reduced 
to  powder,  which  was  fifted.  He  then  con- 
ftrufled  other  palaces  and  other  mofques  under 
his  own  name  ;  but  he  had  the  misfortune  to 
fee  all  thofe  edifices  refume  the  names  of  the 
kings,  their  founders,  by  which  they  were  be¬ 
fore  diftinguiftied. 

Abdolmumen,  after  the  example  of  his  pre- 
deceffors,  carried  the  war  into  Spain ;  and  in 
this  he  was  imitated  by  his  fon  Jofeph  II.  and 
by  his  grand-fon,  the  celebrated  Almanfor, 
which  fignifies  conqueror.  This  prince  fub- 


UNIVER-SAL  HISTOiRY. 


427 


dued  Numidia,  and  all  the  country  which  ex¬ 
tends  as  far  as  Tripoli,  comprehending  Morocco, 
Fez,  and  Tunis,  to  the  deferts  of  Lybia.  He 
was  acknowledged  as  fovereign  by  all  the 
Moors  of  Spain.  He  made  conquefts  alfo 
among  the  chrifrians,  fo  that  he  became  the 
mod  powerful  king  who  had  reigned  in  Africa 
fmce  the  time  of  the  Arabian  caliphs.  The 
conclufion  of  his  life  was  attended  with  fome 
fmgular  circumftanees.  While  in  Spain,  the 
governor  of  Morocco  thought  fit  to  take  pof- 
fefiion  of  the  empire  of  Africa.  Almanfor  on  his 
return  could  find  no  other  means  to  recover  his 
capital  than  by  promifing  pardon  to  the  rebel, 
with  a  folemn  oath ;  but  when  he  appeared  be¬ 
fore  him,  the  prince  was  not  able  to  reftrain  his 
anger,  and  ordered  his  head  to  be  ffruck  off. 
Next  day  Almanfor  difappeared ;  fearch  was 
made  after  him  for  fome  time  without  effeft ; 
but  one  of  his  wives  who  loved  him  with  great 
tendernefs  at  length  found  him,  it  is  faid,  at 
Alexandria,  to  which  he  had  fled,  and  where 
the  monarch  had  become  a  baker  to  expiate  his 
perjury.  As  he  would  not  return,  the  emirs 
conferred  the  crown  on  his  fon,  who  expe¬ 
rienced  great  misfortunes  in  Spain,  and  who 
died  of  grief.  When  intelligence  was  received 
of  his  death,  all  the  governors  of  the  different 
provinces  revolted  againft  his  fon,  who  was  ftill 
a  child  5  and  this  great  empire,  towards  the 
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middle  of  the  thirteenth  century,  was  divided 
into  thofe  kingdoms  and  republics,  known  by 
the  name  of  the  States  of  Barbary. 

Morocco. 

Morocco, be-  Morocco,  Fez,  and  Suz,  are  only  the  fame 
Atlantic 6  empire  under  the  denomination  of  the  firft.  It 
Meditma!  extends  beyond  the  laftmentioned  province,  to- 
Tafiiet.nd  wards  the -fouth,  as  far  as  the  Niger.  But  the 
part  beyond  Suz  is  almoft  a  barren  defert,  in¬ 
habited  chiefly  by  wandering  Arabs,  who  ac¬ 
knowledge  no  other  fovereigns  than  their  chiefs. 
The  heat  of  this  climate  is  moderated  by  the 
weft  winds,  which  blow  from  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  and  by  thofe  which  come  from  Mount 
Atlas,  always  covered  with  fnow.  The  coun¬ 
try  in  general  is  well  watered,  and  if  properly 
cultivated  would  produce  two  or  three  crops  in 
the  year ;  but,  except  for  a  few  leagues  around 
the  towns,  it  is  entirely  wafte,  or  is  pillaged  by 
the  wandering  Arabs.  The  paftures  of  Mount 
Atlas  furnifh  thofe  excellent  horfes  called  barbs, 
dromedaries  efteemed  for  their  fleetnefs, .  and 
camels,  fo  ufeful  in  long  journies  acrofs  the  dry 
and  fandy  deferts.  They  are  the  beft  in  the 
world.  They  can  travel  ten  days  without  drink, 
and  without  any  other  food  than  what  each 
part  of  their  body  furnifhes  to  fupport  them. 
On  thefe  occafions  the  bunch  on  their  back  is 
feen  to  decreafe  in  fize,  then  their  belly  and 
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buttocks,  and  they  become  fo  weak  that  they 
are  incapable  of  fuftaining  a  load  of  a  hundred 
weight,  though,  when  well  fed,  they  are  able  to 
carry  one  of  eight  or  nine  hundred  during  the 
longeft  journeys. 

The  inhabitants  who  call  themfelves  the 
oldeft  are  the  Berberes.  They  retain  their  an¬ 
cient  cufioms  and  language ;  and  as  they  are 
not  yet  entirely  fubdued,  live  amidft  poverty,  in 
huts,  on  the  mountains.  The  Arabs  wander 
about  from  place  to  place,  where  they  fow  corn 
and  feed  their  flocks ;  but  though  they  pay  fome 
tribute  to  the  emperor  of  Morocco,  they  are  in 
reality  fubje£f  only  to  cherifs  chofen  by  them¬ 
felves.  Several  tribes  fubfifi:  merely  by  plunder, 
and  inhabit  inacceffible  places,  from  which  they 
defcend  to  commit  depredations  on  the  paflen- 
gers.  Travellers  are  obliged,  therefore,  to  get  a 
billet  of  proteftion  from  one  tribe  to  another, 
for  which  they  pay  a  certain  fum  ;  it  is  carried 
by  an  Arab  on  the  point  of  a  lance,  and  ferves 
as  a  fafeguard,  which  every  one  refpe&s.  The 
Moors  are  the  offspring  of  thofe  who  were 
driven  out  of  Spain.  They  are  numerous  on 
the  coafts,  but,  as  they  have  no  fhips  of  their 
own,  they  carry  on  no  direfib  trade  with  foreign 
nations.  They  are  confidered  as  avaricious, 
deceitful,  fuperlfitious,  jealous,  revengeful,  and 
treacherous.  In  thefe  fine  qualities  they  are 
furpafifed  only  by  the  Jews,  who  came  alfo 
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from  Portugal  and  Spain.  Being  merchants* 
faffors,  and  the  bankers  of  the  kingdom,  they 
are  expofed  to  exceffive  taxes,  which  they  al¬ 
leviate  by  fraudulent  means.  The  renegadoes 
are  a  particular  clafs,  as  much  detefted  by  the 
other  inhabitants  as  they  are  by  the  chriftians. 
They  are  employed  in  the  meaneft  and  molt  la¬ 
borious  offices  .;  when  called  to  the  army,  they 
are  placed  in  the  foremoft  ranks,  and  if  they  in 
the  leaft  give  way  they  are  cut  to  pieces  with¬ 
out  mercy. 

In  no  country  are  flaves  treated  with  more 
feverity  than  in  Morocco ;  they  all  belong  to 
the  king,  and  are  never  fuffered  to  enjoy  the 
leafb  relaxation  from  their  labours.  They  are 
allowed  no  other  food  than  barley  bread  fried 
in  oil :  often  while  they  put  one  hand  to  their 
mouth,  they  are  employed  on  fome  painful  and 
dirty  work  with  the  other.  Always  followed  by 
mercilefs  overfeers,  who  continually  beat  them 
if  they  feek  for  the  leaft  repofe,  it  is  not  un¬ 
common  to  fee  them  fall  a  prey  to  fatigue,  and 
expire  under  the  blow.  During  the  night  they 
are  ihut  up  in  a  fubterranean  prifon.  They  de- 
fcend  to  it  by  a  ladder  of  ropes,  which  is  drawn 
up,  and  an  iron  trap-door  is  then  let  fall  on  the 
mouth  of  the  pit.  Their  drefs  confifts  of  a 
long  veft  of  coarfe  woollen  cloth,  with  a  hood, 
which  ferves  them  as  cap,  Ihirt,  and  breeches  : 
they  are  never  allowed  either  Ihoes  or  ftockings. 
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Women  and  married  perfons  are  exempted 
from  the  fevered:  labours,  in  order  that  they 
J  may  produce  new  flaves ;  but  they  are  neither 
better  clothed,  better  lodged,  nor  better  fed 
than  their  companions.  They  are  not  very  foli- 
citous  of  their  renouncing  the  chriftian  faith,  as 
in  that  cafe  they  would  become  free.  In  Mo¬ 
rocco  there  is  a  diftinguilhed  race  of  Moors, 
who  occupy  the  firft  places,  and  make  a  great 
figure  in  the  country ;  but  on  account  of  their 
influence  they  are  more  expofed  to  the  avarice, 
cruelty,  and  jealoufy  of  the  fovereign,  who  is 
defpotic  : .  they  often  pay  dearly  for  their  dif- 
tinfilion.  In  the  laft  place,  there  are  found  on 
Mount  Atlas  a  kind  of  favages,  who  inhabit 
caverns,  and  who  live  on  fruits,  and  what  they 
procure  by  hunting.  The  inhabitants  of  Mo¬ 
rocco  confift,  therefore,  of  men  of  all  kinds,  of 
every  religion,  and  of  all  figures  and  colours — for 
even  negroes  are  not  wanting. 

All  the  beauties  which  the  liberal  hand  of 
nature  lavishes  on  the  moll  favoured  countries 
are  found  in  Morocco: — immenfe  plains,  delight¬ 
ful  hills,  majeftic  mountains,  groves,  forefls,  and 
rivers  which  either  flowing  along  with  a  wind¬ 
ing  courfe  inundate  and  fertilize  the  plains,  or 
hurrying  on  their  foaming  ftreams  in  impetu¬ 
ous  torrents  precipitate  themfelves  over  the 
rocks  in  cafcades.  The  manner  in  which  the 
natives  pafs  from  one  fide  of  thefe  falls  to  the 
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other  is  very  lingular.  They  place  them  fed  ves 
in  a  bafket,  large  enough  to  contain  ten  perfons, 
which  by  means  of  a  pulley  is  made  to  glide 
along  a  rope,  fattened  at  the  ends  to  two  other 
pokes  fixed  in  the  rock.  If  one  of  thefe  ma¬ 
chines  happens  to  break,  as  is  fometimes  the 
cafe,  he  pafiengers  fall  into  the  river  from  the 
height  of  fifteen  hundred  fathoms.  In  regard 
to  the  towns  of  the  empire  of  Morocco,  the 
principal  are  Morocco,  Fez,  Sallee,  Tetuan,  and 
Tafilet,  all  ornamented  with  beautiful  edifices, 
feparated  by  a  kind  of  huts  in  which  the  popu¬ 
lace  refute;  fo  that  luxury  is  every-where  feen 
accompanied  by  wretchednefs  : — a  mixture  very 
common  in  defpotic  hates.  The  Portuguefe 
hill  retain  on  The  coah  Maze] an,  and  the  Spa¬ 
niards  Ceuta,  two  points  which  enable  them  to 
keep  in  awe  the  inhabitants  of  Barbary,  and 
alfo  to  get  rid  of  their  bad  fubjects,  whom  they 
banifh  thither.  Thus  Africa  is  always  deftined 
to  be  peopled  by  the  refufe  of  other  nations. 

The  king  of  Morocco  has  the  title  alfo  of  em¬ 
peror  :  he  aflumes  the  name  of  cherif,  or  chief 
of  the  ehabiifhed  religion,  and  he  appoints  the 
alfagui,  who  are  the  minihers  of  it ;  and  who, 
by  the  decifions  which  they  give  according  to 
his  pleafure,  render  his  ordinances  facred. 
There  is  no  government,  therefore,  in  the  world 
more  abfolute  or  more  tyrannical :  a  geflure  or 
look  of  the  prince  is  often  a  fentence  of  death. 
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Every  one  haftens  to  obey  his  mandate;  for  thofe 
who  lofe  their  lives  while  carrying  it  into  exe¬ 
cution  are  fuppofed  to  go  immediately  to  para- 
dife.  Among  fo  many  nations,  the  emperors, 
being  obliged  to  gain  the  affe&ion  of  thofe 
whom  they  fuppofe  moft  capable  of  fidelity, 
have  for  fome  time  paft  made  choice  of  the 
negroes.  They  entruft  them  with  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  their  perfons,  their  concubines,  and  trea- 
fures,  and  raife  them  to  the  firft  dignities  of  the 
empire.  They  are  brought  from  Guinea  when 
young,  and  are  taught  nothing  but  the  ufe  of 
arms,  and  implicit  obedience  to  the  ordersmf 
the  emperor.  In  fpiritual  affairs  he  affefls  to 
allow  fome  fuperiority  to  the  mufti,  but  the  lat¬ 
ter,  before  he  decides,  knows  well  what  belongs 
to  the  prince.  He  is  heir  to  all  the  wealth  of 
his  fubjeffs,  and  children  receive  nothing  but 
what  he  is  pleafed  to  allow  them  from  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  their  fathers. 

His  revenues  confift  in  thefe  heritages,  and 
in  the.fale  of  employments;  frequent  gratuities 
demanded  from  thofe  who  poffefs  them  ;  a  tri¬ 
bute  paid  by  all  corfairs,  which  amounts  to  a 
neat  tenth  of  the  prizes  they  take  ;  befides  what 
arifes  from  the  privilege  of  buying  flaVes  for 
fifty  crowns  each.  Thefe  haves  he  fometimes 
fells  with  the  profit  of  a  hundred  per  cent ;  but 
he  generally  keeps  them  and  employs  them  in 
his  own  labours,  which  alfo  form  a  branch  of 
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his  revenue.  He  has  likewife  a  tythe  of  all 
cattle  ;  but  it  coRs  him  fome  trouble  to  colleft 
it,  as  he  is  obliged,  for  that  purpofe,  to  fend  out 
troops,  who  are  not  always  well  received  by  the 
Arabs,  Moors,  and  Bereberes,  the  inhabitants 
of  the  country.  The  jews  and  chrifiians,  for 
their  liberty  of  trading,  pay  a  capitation  tax  ; 
and,  in  the  laR  place,  the  chriRian  Rates  pay 
tribute  under  the  name  of  prefen ts,  in  order  that 
he  may  reRrain  his  corfairs,  and  fuffer  only  a 
certain  number  of  them  to  go  out.  Nature, 
however,  has  impofed  a  check  on  the  avarice 
of  thefe  Rates,  as  they  are  deRitute  of  good 
ports  :  Salee,  accounted  the  beft,  is  always  dry 
at  low  water  ;  and  is  fhut  up  beRdes  by  a  dan¬ 
gerous  bar,  fo  that  it  is  capable  of  admitting 
none  but  veffcls  of  fmall  force,  which  makes 
their  navy  of  very  little  importance.  The  land 
forces  are  negledled  in  the  time  of  peace  :  they 
amount  in  general  to  forty  thoufand  men.  The 
infantry' are  badly  armed  and  ill  clifciplined  ;  the 
cavalry  are  maintained  better  ;  but  the  moR  for¬ 
midable  corps  is  that  of  the  negroes,  who  com- 
pofe  the  emperor’s  body-guard,  and  confiR  of 
four  or  five  thouRmd  men,  cavalry  and  infantry, 
■without  including  thofe  difperfed  throughout 
the  provinces.  Each  governor  endeavours  to 
procure  an  efcort  of  them,  both  to  pleafe  the 
emperor,  and  for  the  fake  of  his  own  fafety. 
The  negroes  who  form  thefe  detached  guards 
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afterwards  join  thofe  of  the  emperor,  and  This 
promotion  is  an  object  of  emulation  and  re¬ 
ward. 

That  tafte  for  the  fciences  which  formerly 
prevailed  in  Africa  is  now  totally  loft.  No¬ 
thing  is  taught  at  prefent  in  the  celebrated  uni- 
verfity  of  Fez  but  reading,  writing,  and  the 
Koran.  A  child  who  can  repeat  a  few  chapters 
of  it  from  memory  becomes  a  little  prodigy,  and 
is  led  about  through  the  town  in  triumph  by 
his  lchool-fellnws.  Arithmetic  alfo  forms  a 
part  o:  the  eaucati  n  given  to  children  in  Bar¬ 
bary.  The  inhabitants  learn  judicial  aftrology, 
and  have  great  confidence  in  charms,  forcery, 
and  amulets.  They  are  rigid  obfervers  of  ma- 
hometanifm  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  adhere  to 
fome  praflices  which  are  foreign  to  that  reli¬ 
gion  :  they  carry  provifions  to  the  tombs  of 
their  dead,,  where  they  affemble  in  great  num¬ 
bers  every  Friday;  and.  the  women,  in  particu-  • 
lar,  never  fail. to  be  prefent  at  thefe  meetings, 
which  form  one  of  their  recreations.  The  mara¬ 
bous,  whofe  cells  are  in  the  neighbourhood,  walk 
thither  with  a  flow  pace  and  mortiSed  air,  having 
large  chaplets  in  their  hands,  and  mutter  over 
a  few  prayers.  The  children  are  educated  in  a 
mortal  hatred  to  the  chriftians  :  their  name  is 
never  mentioned  without  the  addition  of  fome 
imprecation  ;  and  even  ambaftadors  are  not  fhel- 
tered  from  the  infults  of  the  populace. 
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The  inhabitants  of  Morocco  fhew  a  lingular 
refpeft  to  pilgrims  who  have  returned  from 
Mecca,  whom  they  call  hadgis  or  faints,  and 
even  to  the  animals  they  rode  on,  which  they 
maintain  without  fubjefting  them  to  labour, 
and  inter  with  great  ceremony.  A  man  con- 
vifled  of  having  been  eight  days  abfent  from 
the  mofque  is,  for  the  firft  offence,  rendered  in¬ 
capable  of  giving  evidence  in  a  court  of  juflice 
for  the  fecond,  condemned  to  pay  a  fine  ;  and  for 
the  third,  burnt  alive.  The  women  are  not  ad¬ 
mitted  into  thefe  places  of  worfhip,  as  they 
might  too  much  diflrafl  the  attention  of  the 
good  muffulmen.  tk  Let  them  propagate  their 
“  fpecies,”  fay  they ;  “  it  was  for  that  pur- 
fC  pofe  they  were  born.”  They  believe,  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  after  this  life  they  have  nothing  either 
to  hope  or  to  fear.  A  chriftian  or  a  jew  who  en¬ 
ters  a  mofque  is  impaled  or  burnt  alive,  unlefs 
he  become  a  muffulman.  The  mahometans 
think  it  no  crime  to  break  their  word  to  infidels, 
as  they  call  the  chriftians  or  jews,  and  to  op- 
prefs  them  in  every  pofhble  manner.  All  of 
them,  even  the  emperor  bimfelf  and  his  minif- 
'ters,  are  remarkably  fond  of  prefents,  and  ex¬ 
tremely  defirous  to  obtain  them.  It  is  a  com¬ 
mon  proverb  among  them,  that  “  vinegar  re- 
M  ceived  as  a  prefent  is  fweeter  than  honey 
“  which  has  been  purcllafed.”  In  no  place  is 
the  ramaddn,  or  lent,  obferved  with  more  ftrift- 
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hefs.  Even  children  are  fubje&ed  to  this  reli¬ 
gious  duty  ;  and  the  crews  of  their  piratical  vef- 
fels  never  allow  the  fmalleft  infraftion  of  it. 
Their  .punilhments  are  horrid.  Criminals  are 
fawn  afunder,  lengthwife  or  acrofs ;  impaled 
alive,  or  burnt  to  death  at  a  flow  fire. 

The  Arabefc,  or  modern  Arabic,  fpoken  by 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Barbary  ftates,  is  one  of 
the  moft  extenfive  languages,  as  it  is  ufed  in 
all  the  dominions  of  the  grand-feigniorr  it  is  pro¬ 
pagated  there,  and  preferved  by  the  pilgrimages 
to  Mecca.  The  refpe£l  which  the  people  have 
for  the  name  of  God  is  wonderful,  as  well  as 
their  averfion  to  oaths,  with  the  ufe  of  which 
they  juftly  reproach  the  chriftians.  They  have 
not  even  in  their  language  a  word  to  exprefs 
blafphemy.  Their  quarrels  never  end  in  mur¬ 
der,  and  for  this  reafon  perhaps,  becaufe  even 
when  accidental  it  is  never  pardoned.  A  crimi¬ 
nal  is  not  accompanied  to  the  place  of  execu¬ 
tion  by  a  crowd  of  curious  fpe&ators.  If  they 
meet  one  they  look  at  him  as  he  paflfes  with  an 
air  of  compaffion,  and  they  cannot  comprehend 
how  the  people  in  our  cities  fhould  be  fond  of 
fuch  fpeflacles.  Games  of  chance  are  feverely 
prohibited ;  our  gambling  afTemblies,  fo  a£live 
and  fo  turbulent,  afford  them  another  fubjefl  of 
aftonifhment.  When  they  pay  vifits  they  never 
fpend  more  time  than  is  abfolutely  neceflary  for 
the  bufinefs  which  is  the  obje£l  of  them.  They 

f  f  3 


\ 


433  UNIVERSAL  HISTORY. 

never  enter  into  defultory  converfation  refpedt- 
ir.g  the  affairs  of  their  neighbours,  or  the  bufi- 
fmefs  of  the  ftate.  The  ufual  entertainment,  on 
thefe  bccafions,  is  fherbet,  coffee,  and  a  pipe  of 
tobacco.  They  drink  and  fmoke  in  filence,  and 
then  take  their  leave.  Wine  and  ftrong  liquors 
are  feverely  forbidden;  and  even  the  greateft  and 
mod  powerful  lords,  if  they  indulge  in  them, 
muft  do  it  in  fecret.  There  are  two  political 
maxims  to  which  the  emperor  of  Morocco  pays, 
particular  attention  :  the  firft  is,  to  preferve  and 
proteft,  in  his  ports,  the  confuls  of  the  chrif- 
tian  nations  with  which  he  is  at  war,  in  order 
to  keep  up  the  commerce  of  his  Hates;  the  fe- 
cond  is,  to  live  on  good  terms  with  the  repub¬ 
lics  of  Tunis,  Algiers,  and  Tripoli,  that  they  may 
not  interrupt  each  other  in  their  piracies,  or  be 
involved  in  quarrels.  , 

1516.  We  have  feen  that  in  the  beginning  of  the 
fixteenth  century,  after  the  death  of  Almanfor, 
the  empire  w7a.s  divided  among  the  governors  or 
viceroys,  who  rendered  themfelves  independent. 
The  fovereign  power,  after  this  period,  paffed 
from  hand  to  hand  through  feveral  tribes  to  that 
of  Oatazes,  who  eftablifhed  the  throne  at  Fez, 
and  lent  to  Morocco  only  governors.  Id  the 
province  of  Darha  there  refided  a  man  named 
Haffan,  who  called  himfelf  a  cherif ;  that  is  to 
fay,  a  defcendant  of  Mahomet ;  and  who  had 
procured  great  refpedt  by  his  virtue  and  his 
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piety.  He  had  three  Tons,  Abdelquivir,  Harriet, 
and  Mahomet,  whom  he  educated  in  the  fame 
principles.  That  he  might  raife  their  reputation 
among  the  devotees,  he  caufed  them  to  under- 
take  a  journey  to  Mecca,  where  they  acquired 
fo  much  credit,  that  on  their  return. the  people 
flocked  round  them  in  crowds  wherever  they 
parted  to  kifs  their  garments.  Haffan  and  his 
Tons  afFedted  extacies,  and  an  extraordinary  zeal 
for  religion  ;  fo  that  they  were  at  length  con- 
fidered  as  envoys  from  heaven  to  defend  it. 
The  old  cherif  fent  his  two  fons  to  ^ez,  where 
they  inflnuated  themfelves  fo  much  in  the  favour 
of  the  king,  that  he  gave  Hamet,  the  eldeft,  a 
profeflor’s  chair  in  the  celebrated  college  of  that 
city,  and  appointed  Mahomet,  the  youngeft,  pre¬ 
ceptor  to  his  children. 

Taking  advantage  of  the  king’s  favour  and 
their  influence  in  the  college,  they  found  means 
to  get  themfelves  appointed  governors  of  Suz, 
Morocco,  Hoa,  Tremecen,  and  Duquela.  This 
power  was  granted  to  them  notwithftanding  the 
remonftrances  of  Muley  Nacer,  the  minifter  of 
Oatazes,  who  never  ceafed  to  exclaim  that  there 
was  great  reafon  to  be  fufpicious  of  thefc  hypo¬ 
crites.  They  had  no  fooner  arrived  in  the 
provinces  of  their  government,  than  they  raifed 
the  ftandard  of  Mahomet  againfl:  the  Portuguefe, 
who  had  pofleflion  there  of  fome  fmall  fettle- 
ments.  .At  the  fame  time  that  they  Are  wed  a 
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great  zeal  ror  m  ah  o n; e t ar : f  m ,  which  procured 
them  a  number  of  mu  malm  an  folciers,  they 
mamta. r.eu  their  credit  a:  court  bv  fabduins 


t  ->  —  rtn- 


feme  .-attectea  towns  c:  their  Drovinces,  fo  that 

I  J 

Amg  cr  Fez  triumphed  by  their  fuccefs.  ana 
p.audec  the  choice  he  had  made  of  the  cheri:;, 
whatever  the  fufpicious  Mu  lev  Xacer  might  fay 
or  them.  Hit  remonitrances  had  begun  to  gro 
cuce  tome  etrec:  or.  the  mind  o:  the  king.  when 


Mahomet,  atter  having  rendered  himfeir  abfolute 
in  his  government,  buht  a  magnificent  palace  in 
the  ca  al  or  the  province,  and  a  {Hared  the  tide 


ot  prince  c:  Hoa.  He  then  feizec  on  Morocco, 
tram  which  he  expelled  the  nrince  of  a  petty 
tribe  o  rdering  on  the  territories  of  that  city, 
and  deftroyed  him  by  poifon.  Kamet  united 
himfeir  to  hit  hroti.tr  Mahomet.  Their  father 


Ha  dan  was  now  dead  ;  and  their  e’deft  brother 
Abdelcai  ir  had  been  killed  in  an  engagement. 
They  were  then  known  under  the  name  of  the 
two  cheri  Y  ant  extolled  among  the  rraTuimen 
t  the  r.t of:  ftrenuous  tupnorters  or  their  religion; 


but  having  attained  r  this  degree  ot  n 


-  ^ . 


rr,  they 


oner.iy  renounced  rhtir  dependence  on  the  king 
or  Fez. 

Thus  nrince  having  died  of  grit:,  his  fan.  who 
had  been  the  pupil  ::  .Mahomet,  imagined  he 


ecu.  a  gam  r: 


p  re  cep  tc  r  n '  g;  <- 1  a g  a  :m  to  ur.cer. 


dand  that  far  a  fr  ah  annual  tribute  he  would 
ur:  n  him  in  his  dignity  and  power.  Mahomet 
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fertt  back  word  to  the  king,  that,  being  defcended 
from  the  great  prophet,  it  was  neither  juft  nor 
becoming  his  dignity  to  pay  tribute  to  any  one. 

“  If  you  are  defirous,”  added  he,  “  to  behave 
l<  to  me  as  a  friend,  I  (hall  always  entertain  a 
“  grateful  remembrance  of  the  favours  I  re- 
“  ceived  from  your  father  and  from  you  ;  but  if 
“  you  interrupt  me,  in  the  war  which  I  am  now 
“  carrying  on  againft  the  chriftians,  you  may 
“  expeft  punifliment  from  god  and  his  prophet?’ 

After  this  anfwer,  Mahomet  affumed  the  title  of 
king,  which  had  been  before  given  to  his  brother 
Hamet.  The  latter,  difpleafed  to  fee  his  younger 
brother  ufurp  a  dignity  which  he  thought  be¬ 
longed  exclufively  to  him,  declared  war  againft 
Mahomet  ;  but  he  was  defeated  and  taken  pri- 
foner,  though  afterwards  releafed.  The  nobility 
then  divided  the  provinces  among  them.  Hamet 
could  not  remain  fatisfied  :  he  took  up  arms  once 
more  ;  was  again  taken,  and  fullered  no  other 
punilhment  than  that  of  being  confined  with  his 
family  in  the  town  of  Tafilet.  Mahomet  pro- 
naifed  that  if  he  would  remain  at  peace  he  would 
reftore  him  to  his  former  condition.  He  after- 
wards  declared  war  againft  the  king  of  Fez ;  and, 
being  always  fuccefsful,  put  that  prince  alfo  in 
irons. 

The  preceptor,  ftill  mindful  of  his  ancient 
condition,  made  a  pedantic  remonftrance  to  his 
pupil.  He  reminded  him  of  the  leffons  which 
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he  had  formerly  given  him ;  and  reproached  him 
with  inattention  to  them,  and  with  having 
fullered  crimes  and  abominations  to  be  intro¬ 
duced  into  his  capita],  io  celebrated  by  the 
manner  in  which  religion  and  the  fciences  had 
fiourifhed  in  it.  “  If  you  now  find  yourfelf 
<c  ftripped  of  royalty,”  added  the  holy  man, 

<c  as  a  punifhment  for  this  negligence,  do  not 
“  imagine  that  I  am  the  author  of  your  misfor- 
<c  tune.  God  himfelf  has  combatted  with  me 
<c  again!!  you.  This  is  his  work  alone.”  When 
he  concluded,  he  deigned  to  allure  him  that  he 
would  foon  be  re-ellablilhed  in  his  Hates  :  and 
the  prifoner,  after  a  Ihort  compliment  in  return 
for  this  promife,  replied  :  “  i  can  hardly  allow 
V  myfelf  to  believe  that  you  took  up  arms  again!! 

“  me  merely  for  the  purpofe  of  giving  me 
“  this  leflbn.  I  will  freely  acknowledge  that  a 
“  great  many  abufes  and  irregularities,  which  a 
“  king  can  neither  forefee  nor  prevent,  may  be 
“  introduced  into  a  Hate ;  but  even  fuppofing 
“  that  thofe  with  which  you  tax  me  wTere  of 
“  the  mol!  enormous  kind,  and  that  it  was 
“  entirely  owing  to  my  negligence  that  they 
“  were  not  checked,  had  you  any  right  to  take 
“  upon  you  to  punilh  my  error ;  you,  whommy  . 
“  father,  at  my  requel!,  raifed  from  the  low 
“  condition  of  a  fchoolmafter  to  that  high  degree 
“  of  power  to  which  you  have  attained  ?  Does 
“  it  become  you,  whom  I  myfelf  have  loaded 
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c‘  with  benefits,  to  repay  me  with  ingratitude* 
c<  under  the  fpecious  cloak  of  virtue  and  reli- 
“  gion  ?”  After  a  paufe,  occafioned  as  much  by 
indignation  as  by  the  pain  of  his  wounds,  which 
he  was  prevented  from  paying  attention  to  by 
Mahomet’s  zeal  for  the  reformation  of  his  pupil, 
he  replied  :  “  To  avoid  what  might  give  you 
“  uneafinefs,  by  unveiling  to  thofe  who  hear  us 
cc  your  profound  diffimulation,  I  fliall  only  add, 
cf  that  Providence  Has  delivered  me  into  your 
<£  hands  to  try  what  ufe  you  will  make  of  your 
“  viftory:  and  fmce  you  have  undertaken  to 
<c  remind  me  here  of  my  duty,  let  us  fee  whether 
“  you  can  perform  your  own  ;  and  whether  you 
“  are  capable  of  perceiving  how  far  the  incon- 
“  ftancy  of  fortune  may  have  rendered  us  ne~ 
ie  ceffary  to  each  other.” 

A  malignant  fmile  appeared  on  the  cherif’s 
countenance.  He  however  behaved  to  his  pri¬ 
soner  with  decent  refpefl ;  but  when  they 
came  to  mention  terms,  this  generous  conqueror 
would  not  releafe  him  except  on  the  hard  con¬ 
dition  that  the  king  of  Fez  fhould  deliver  up  to 
him  his  capital,  at  whatever  period  he  might 
think  proper  to  demand  it.  Under  this  demand 
he  concealed  views  which  were  not  long  in  being 
difplayed.  His  brother  Hamet,  who  was  dif- 
fatisfied  with  the  portion  allotted  to  him, judged 
pf  the  difcontent  of  the  king  of  Fez  by  his  own, 
^nd  propofed  to  him  a  league  againft  their  com- 
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mon  enemy.  Mahomet  before  the  rupture,  and 
even  without  knowing  whether  it  would  take 
place,  prefented  himfelf  before  Fez,  and  fum- 
moned  the  king  to  furrender.  The  king  refufed, 
throwing  the  blame  on  the  inhabitants,  who  he 
faid  were  unwilling  to  change  their  matter  ;  but 
Mahomet  having  already  gainedover  the  greater 
part  of  them,  they  caufed  the  gates  to  be  opened. 
The  king  fled  with  precipitation  into  the  fortrefs, 
•without  provinons  -y  and  was  forced  to  furrender 
with  no  other  favour  than  that  of  being  allowed 
to  live,  as  a  private  individual,  in  whatever  place 
the  conqueror  fhould  think  proper  to  appoint. 
He  fent  notice  to  the  unfortunate  prince  to  retire 
with  his  family  to  Morocco,  where  he  might 
always  have  him  under  his  hand  ;  and  he 
banifhed  his  brother  Hametto  the  defert,  that  he 
might  never  more  hear  mention  made  of  his 
name. 

This  prince,  however,  efcaped  from  his  me¬ 
lancholy  abode,  and  (till  became  the  caufe  of  un- 
eafinefs  to  his  brother.  He  again  fell  into  his 
hands j  and  Mahomet  fent  him  with  all  his  child¬ 
ren  to  Morocco,  which  was  his  prifon.  But  the 
king  of  Fez  was  no  longer  in  that  city,  as  the 
tyrant,  on  a  very  flight  fufpicion,  had  caufed  him 
to  be  put  to  death  with  his  two  fons.  The  ehe- 
rif,  in  his  old  age,  experienced  misfortunes, 
which  irritated  his  temper.  He  loft  in  war  his 
favourite  fon,  to  whom  he  confided  his  inoft  im- 
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portant  concerns,  and  his  arms  were  not  attend¬ 
ed  with  fuccefs.  He  became  afraid  of  treachery 
and  revolt,  which  rendered  him  gloomy  and 
cruel.  He  was,  however,  not  able  to  avoid  his 
melancholy  fate.  While  he  was  fubduing  the 
empire  of  Morocco,  Barbaroffa  had  feized  on 
the  kingdom  of  Algiers.  Thefe  two  warriors 
had  a  refpeci  for  each  other.  When  Barbaroffa 
died,  his  fon  Haffan  having  learned  that  Maho¬ 
met  was  making  preparations  againft  him,  and 
being  afraid  that  he  ffiould  not  be  able  to  refill 
fo  formidable  an  enemy,  difpatched  an  affaffin, 
who  killed  him  in  the  middle  of  his  camp.  As 
foon  as  the  news  of  his  death  had  reached  Mo¬ 
rocco,  the  governor,  named  Budcar,  fufpefling 
that  Hamet,  whom  he  had  in  his  cuftody,  might 
find  means  to  excite  a  fedition,  caufed  him  to 
be  maffacred,  with  feven  of  his  fons  or  grand- 
fons.  Thus  the  two  brothers,  who  had  fo  long 
difputed  for  the  empire,  both  perifhed  by  vio¬ 
lent  deaths  almoft  at  the  fame  time. 

Mahomet  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Abdallah,  Ataami,; 
under  whom  Budcar  received  the  recompenfe  of  J5- 
his  officious  cruelty.  Two  young  princes,  bom 
by  Lela  Mariem,  the  lifter  of  Abdallah,  to  Sidan 
the  eldeft  fon  of  Hamet,  were  involved  in  the 
maffacre  of  Hamet’s  children.  The  princefs 
their  mother,  filled  with  defpair,  refolved  to  be 
revenged  on  the  murderer;  and  purfued  her 
meafures  for  that  purpofe  with  great  policy.  As 
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Budcar  bad  been  appointed  grand-vizier,  Ihe 
endeavoured  to  infpire  him  with  fufpicio-  s 
againft  his  brother,  who  entertained  for  her  a 
greater  affedtion  than  a  brother  ought  for’  a  fif- 
ter.  She  endeavoured,  above  all,  to  infinuate 
that  the  vizier,  on  his  death,  would  endeavour 
to  place  upon  the  throne  the  emperor’s  brother, 
in  prejudice  to  his  fon.  As  Abdallah  refuf- 
ed  to  give  credit  to  this  information,  Lela 
Mariem  propofed  to  him  a  plan  by  which  he 
might  convince  himfelf  of  the  difpofitions  of  the 
vizier. 

She  made  the  prince  pretend  to  be  ill,  and 
would  not  fuffer  him  to  be  feen.  The  vizier, 
being  refufed  admittance,  fuppofed  that  the 
prince  was  dead;  and  that  his  lifter  meant  to 
conceal  this  circumftance  from  the  public.  The 
vizier,  therefore,  demanded  admittance  in  an 
imperious  tone,  and  Lela,  as  if  forced  to  com¬ 
ply,  acknowledged  that  her  brother  was  dead, 
and  introduced  the  vizier  into  an  apartment 
where  he  faw  the  prince  ftretched  out  motion- 
lefs,  having  his  face  covered  with  a  veil.  The 
princefs  then  propofed  to  him  to  proclaim  the 
fon  of  the  deceafed  king:  but  the  vizier  replied, 
that  the  prince  was  too  young  ;  that  it  would  be 
neceflary  to  have  fome  one  capable  of  governing 
the  ftate,  of  punilhing  the  crimes  which  Abdal¬ 
lah  had  tolerated,  and  of  rewarding  the  good 
fubjefts  whom  he  had  negle&ed ;  that  no  perfon 
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was  more  qualified  to  fill  the  vacant  throne  than 
the  king’s  brother  j  and  that  notwithstanding  the 
obligations  he  was  under  to  the  deceafed,  he 
would  be  the  firft  to  oppofe  the  fucceffion  of  his 
fon.  He  would  have  faid  a  great  deal  more,  had 
not  Abdallah,  becoming  impatient,  thrown  afide 
his  veil,  and  begun  a  fpeech  filled  with  the  fe¬ 
vered;  reproaches,  which  Budcar  did  not  hear 
to  the  end.  He  was  thrown  into  fo  great  con- 
fternation  that  he  difguifed  himfelf  in  female  at¬ 
tire,  and  quitting  the  city,  fat  down  under  an 
olive-tree  to  wait  for  horfes,  which  he  had  or¬ 
dered  to  follow  him.  Some  huntfmen,  who  pair¬ 
ed  that  way,  taking  him  for  a  woman  of  plea- 
fure,  lifted  up  his  veil,  and  recognized  him.  To 
find  a  grand-vizier  in  fuch  a  fituation  infpired 
them  with  fufpicions  ;  they'  accordingly  feized 
him,  and  conducted  him  before  the  emperor,  who 
being  Hill  in  the  heat  of  his  palfion,  ordered  him 
to  be  beheaded. 

His  fon  and  fuccelfor,  Muley  Mahamet,  was  hS,. f-X 
dethroned  by  his  uncle  Mujey  Moluch,  who  f^Ld10' 
gained  the  famous  battle  in  which  Don  Sebaf  Muley  H:!‘ 

0  met  I.  1575- 

tian,  the  king  of  Fortugal,  difapDeared.  When  sid“n’  l6o> 

°  0  r  J  Muley  Ab- 

the  battle  began,  the  Moorilh  king  was  at  the  de'ma!ech» 

0  0  1630.  Mu- 

point  of  death  in  his  litter  3  vet  he  gave  his  Of-  ley  Elwali, 

J  °  1634.  Mu- 

ders  with  great  tranquillity  :  and  having  feed  icymmetir. 
vittory  incline  in  his  favour,  expired  before  the  leyVhertf,11 
battle  was  entirely  decided.  Muley  Hamet,his  1  J°‘ 
brother,  caufed  himfelf  to  be  proclaimed  amidlt 
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his  trophies ,*  and  the  whole  courfe  of  his  reign 
correfponded  with  the  beginning :  it  was  long 
and  happy.  That  of  his  fon  Sidan  was  rendered 
turbulent  by  the  rebellion  of  his  brothers,  and 
other  relations,  but  he  fubdued  them,  and  after¬ 
wards  enjoyed  feveral  years’  tranquillity.  Muley 
Abdelmalech,  the  fon  of  the  latter,  abandoned 
to  debauchery,  cruel,  and  detefted  by  his  fub- 
je£ts,  was  aftaffinated  by  a  Tartar  chriftian, 
whom  he  wifhed  to  make  an  eunuch ;  and  was 
fucceeded  by  Muley  Ehvali,  his  brother.  This 
prince  was  juft  on  the  point  of  loftng  his  eyes  by 
the  orders  of  the  barbarous  Abdelmalech  when 
he  afcended  the  throne.  He  was  of  a  mild,  af¬ 
fable  difpofition  ;  and  by  his  good  conduft  pro¬ 
cured  the  efteem  of  his  fubjefts.  His  brother 
and  fucceftor,  Muley  Hamet  II.  was,  on  the 
other  hand,  univerfally  defpifed  on  account  of 
his  exceffive  paffion  for  women,  which  detained 
him  in  a  ftate  of  indolence  in  his  feraglio.  He, 
however,  buffered  for  his  ina&ivity,  being  fur- 
prized  by  the  Alarbes,  a  tribe  of  the  Arabs  of 
the  defert,  by  whom  he  was  put  to  death.  They 
fubftituted  in  his  ftead  their  own  king,  Crumel 
Hack ;  but  as  he  was  not  of  the  dynafty,  he  is 
not  included  among  the  legitimate  fucceffors. 
The  latter  retired  to  the  kingdom  of  Tafilet, 
which  was  governed  by  one  of  them  named  Mu¬ 
ley  Cherif,  who  v/as  defeated  in  a  battle  by  Sidi 
Omar,  the  petty  prince  of  Illech,  and  confined 
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to  a  clofe  prifon,  where  he  lived  a  confiderable 
time.  That  he  might  not  be  without  company, 
Omar  fent  him  a  very  ugly  female  negro,  by 
whom  he  had  two  Tons,  Muiey  Archi,  and  Muley 
Ifmael. 


Of  thefe  children,  Mulev  Archi,  the  elded,  MuieyArohi. 

J  Muley  If- 

became  king  of  Tafilet  by  the  death  of  his  fa-  maei,  1672. 
ther,  who  re-afcended  the  throne  after  being  de¬ 
livered  from  his  captivity.  During  his  reign, 

.Muley  Ifmael,  the  younger  brother,  redded  as  a 
private  individual  at  Meauinez,  which  was  then 
only  a  caftle,  fituated  in  the  mod  agreeable  and 
mod  fertile  part  of  Barbary,  where  he  employed 
himfelf  in  commerce  and  agriculture.  His  bro- 
ther  having  lod  his  life  by  an  accident,  Ifmael, 
from  being  a  farmer  and  merchant,  became  in-> 
dantly  the  mod  barbarous  tyrant  that  ever  pof- 
feffed  a  throne.  His  fird  meafure  was  to  occupy 
his  people  in  fuch  a  manner  that  they  might  not 
have  time  to  think  of  the  oppreffion  under  which 
they  groaned.  “  When  I  confine  rats  in  a  baf- 
“  ket,”  faid  he,  “  they  break  through  and 
“  efcape,  unlefs  I  give  them  employment.”  He 
loaded  them,  therefore,  with  labour  and  taxes, 
and  always  kept  their  minds  in  fufpence  by  new 
orders  or  cruel  exaftions.  His  avarice  was  equal 
to  his  ferocity  ;  arid  he  accumulated  immenfe 
fums,  without  expending  any  thing  for  his  fa¬ 
mily  or  his  troops. 

Having  one  day  commanded  his  army  to  go 
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and  befiege  Morocco,  which  had  been  feized  by 
one  of  his  fons,  the  officers  demanded  the  money 
due  to  them.  “  How,  money!”  replied  Ifmael 
in  a  paffion.  “Ye  Moorifh  dogs,”  added  he, 
“  do  you  fee  the  mules,  camels,  and  other  ani- 
“  mals,  of  my  empire  alk  any  thing  for  their 
s<  nouriffiment  ?  They  find  it  themfelves,  with- 
“  out  importuning  me;  do  you  the  fame,  and 
“  march  with  all  fpeed.”  This  was  telling 
them,  in  plain  terms,  rob  and  plunder  wherever 
you  can;  and  indeed  they  did  not  fail  to  obey 
his  inftruflions.  The  prince  againft  whom  they 
were  difpatched  was  the  elded  of  his  fons,  nam¬ 
ed  Muley  Mahamet,  who  had  been  forced  to 
revolt  by  the  intrigues  of  a  jealous  ftep-mother, 
and  the  harfh  ufage  of  bis  father. 

Mulejf  had,  as  a  rival  in  favour,  his  brother 
Sidan,  the  fon  of  Laila  Ajacha,  a  female  negro* 
whofe  foul  was  as  black  as  her  body.  The  fon  did 
not  degenerate  from  his  mother;  and,  to  malice 
and  treachery,  added  cruelty  and  debauchery, 
which  rendered  him  deteitable  to  all  thofe  who 
knew  him.  Muley,  on  the  other  hand,  being 
endowed  with  the  mofr  amiable  qualities,  was 
univerfally  efteemed.  Whether  owing  to  ca¬ 
price,  envy,  or  a  defire  of  getting  rid  of  both, 
Ifmael  fent  to  a  diftant  town  tnefe  two  bro¬ 
thers,  who  were  fo  little  calculated  for  living 
together.  Having  quarrelled  there,  and  come 
to  blows,  the  father  ordered  them  to  be  brought 
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before  him ;  and  not  being  able  to  reconcile 
them,  he  indulged  in  the  lingular  pleafure  of 
making  them  light  once  more  in  his  prefence. 
They  were  deprived  of  their  fabres,  but  fupplied 
with  cudgels.  They  fought  with  fo  much  fury, 
that  they  were  foon  covered  with  blood ;  and 
the  death  of  Sidan  would  have  been  the  confe- 
quence  had  not  their  father  ordered  them  to  be 
feparated.  As  Mahomet  did  not  readily  obey 
his  command,  Ifmae.1  laid  hold  of  a  ftick,  and 
beat  him;  but  in  a  few  moments  he  found  his 
tendernefs  awakened,  and,  as  a  kind  of  repara¬ 
tion  for  the  injury,  conferred  on  him  a  govern¬ 
ment  at  his  own  choice. 

This  return  of  favour  convinced  Laila  Ajacha 
that  her  ftratagems  had  not  yet  been  able  to  de¬ 
tach  Ifmael  from  his  fon  ;  and  that  there  was 
great  reafon  to  apprehend  he  might  deftine  the 
crown  for  him.  She,  therefore,  redoubled  her 
perfidy,  and  made  the  prince  commit  a  murder, 
which  would  have  ruined  him  in  the  elleem  of  his 
father,  had  he  not  had  proof  ready  at  hand  that 
he  had  been  inftigated  to  the  crime  by  his  mo¬ 
ther-in-law,  under  the  feal  of  her  hulband.  If- 
mael,  who  was  fo  cruel  towards  his  wives  that 
he  caufed  them  to  be  ftrangled  by  dozens  in  his 
feraglio,  on  the  flighteft  fufpicion,  granted  a 
free  pardon  to  this  negrefs.  The  prince,  how¬ 
ever,  being  always  expofed  to  new  a£ts  of 
treachery,  raifed  at  length  the  ftandard  of  re- 
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volt ;  and  the  emperor  fent  again  ft  him  his  bro¬ 
ther  Sidan,  who,  partly  by  force  and  partly  by 
ftratagem,  took  him  prifoner. 

On  this  occafion  the  charafler  of  Ifmael  was 
fully  difplayed.  He  fir  ft  ordered  his  unfortunate 
foil  to  be  brought  to  him  at  Morocco,  but,  in¬ 
flamed  with  a  defire  of  gratifying  his  vengeance, 
he  went  to  meet  him  as  far  as  Mequinez.  He 
entered  the  town,  preceded  by  forty  chriftian 
flaves, bearing  a  large  cauldron,  a  hundred  weight 
of  pitch,  and  the  fame  quantity  of  tallow  and 
oil.  They  were  followed  by  fix  butchers  with 
knives  in  their  hands,  and  a  waggon  loaded  with 
faggots.  This  horrid  apparatus  ftruck  terror  in¬ 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Mequinez,  who  had  al¬ 
ready  beheld  punifhmenfs  invented  by  Ifmael. 
Univerfal  confternation  prevailed  and  Maha- 
met’s  daughter  and  her  companions  fent  forth 
the  moft  lamentable  cries.  Even  the  black  ful- 
tanefs,  diffembling  her  hatred,  united  with  the: 
reft  to  fupplicate  for  a  pardon  ;  but  the  emperor 
replied  coolly,  that  his  fon  would  fuffer  no  other 
punifihment  than  that  of  having  a  little  boiling 
oil  thrown  over  him. 

The  prince  had  preceded  him  one  day,  and 
reached  a  fmall  village  on  the  other  fide  of  Me¬ 
quinez,  The  father  remained  without  feeing 
him  for  a  day  ;  but  being  at  length  brought  be¬ 
fore  the  barbarian,  he  proftrated  himfelf  at  his 
feet.  The  father,  fixing  his  eyes  on  him  with 
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a  look  of  fury,  placed  the  point  of  his  lance  on 
his  bread,  and  remained  filent.  Soon  after,  as 
if  repenting  that  he  was  about  to  fubjefl  him  to 
a  punifhment  too  mild,  he  ordered  him  to  afcend 
the  cart  which  contained  the  boiling  oil;  and 
commanded  one  of  the  butchers  to  mount  with 
him,  to  place  his  arm  on  the  edge  of  the  caul¬ 
dron,  and  to  chop  it  off.  The  unhappy  wretch 
refufed,  and  faid  he  would  rather  die  than  filed 
the  blood  of  the  fon  of  his  prince.  The  king, 
irritated,  druck  off  his  head,  and  gave  the  fame 
orders  to  another,  who  indanily  obeyed,  and  cut 
off  one  of  his  feetalfo.  11  Ah!  wretch,”  faid  the 
prince  to  his  fon  with  an  infulting  air,  “  dod  thou 
“  now  know  thy  father?”  Having  pronounced 
thefe  words,  he  took  up  a  mufket,  and  difpatch- 
ed  the  butcher  who  had  cut  off  his  fort’s  hand  and 
foot.  His  fon  had  dill  drength  to  fay  :  “  What 
tc  bravery!  he  kills  him  who  executes  his  or- 
“  ders,  as  well  as  him  who  refufes.”  The  arm 
and  leg  were  then  immerfed  in  the  oil,  to  dop 
the  effufion  of  blood  ;  and  the  fame  day  the 
prince  was  conduced  to  Mequinez.  He  entered 
the  city  on  a  mule,  with  his  arm  in  a  fcarf,  and 
his  leg  in  a  box  ;  but  becoming  frantic  by  this 
horrid  treatment,  he  would  not  differ  his  wounds 
to  be  dreffed.  He  tore  off  the  bandage;  and  a 
mortification  taking  place,  he  died  on  the  thir¬ 
teenth  day.  , 

it  is  impodible  to  exprefs  the  doleful  cries  and 
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fhouts  with  which  the  women  made  the  feraglio 
refound,  when  they  heard  of  this  new  kind  of 
punilhment  inflicted  on  the  unhappy  cherif.  To 
appeafe  this  agitation,  the  king  was  obliged  to 
threaten  with  death  all  thofe  who  fhould  fend 
forth  the  fmalleft  cry;  and  in  order  to  {hew  that 
he  fpoke  in  earneft,  he  ordered  four,  who  were 
unable  to  reftrain  their  emotions,  to  be  ftrangled. 
Mahamet’s  daughter  was  the  only  one  allowed 
to  indulge  in  tears  and  lamentation.  After  thefe 
examples,  it  is  needlefs  to  fay  that  Ifmael  was  a 
monfter  of  cruelty  :  but  he  was  a  pious  and  de¬ 
vout  muffulman,  and  ftridt  in  performing  ail  the 
duties  of  his  religion;  fuch  as  prayers,  faking, 
and  ablutions.  None  of  his  barbarous  actions 
can  be  afcribed  to  intoxication ;  for  he  never 
drank  wine  or  ilrong  liquors.  He  undertook  no 
affair  of  importance  without  proflrating  himfelf  a 
long  time  on  the  earth,  to  requeft  light  and  af- 
fiftance  from  God.  How  contrails  are  combined 
in  certain  charadlers  ! 

Sidan,  who  had  been  the  caufe  of  the  fatal 
cataflrophe  of  Mahamet,  became,  in  his  turn, 
fufpefled  by  his  father,  who  endeavoured  to  en¬ 
tice  him  to  court.  He  employed  the  fame  ne- 
grefs,  his  mother,  who  appears  to  have  ferioufly 
exerted  herfelf  for  that  purpofe  ;  but  their  ftra- 
tagems  and  efforts  were  ufelefs.  Sidan  kept  firm 
to  his  refolution  :  but  as  his  violence  and  intoxi¬ 
cation  >made  him  be  hated  even  by  his  wives. 
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who  lived  in  a  ftate  of  continual  alarm,  dreading 
every  moment  to  fall  a  facrifice  in  fucceflion  to 
the  fury  of  his  pafhon,  Ifmael  gained  them  over 
to  his  intereft  ;  and  one  day,  while  overpowered 
with  wine,  they  ftrangled  him  in  his  bed.  As  a 
tyrant  can  never  be  free  from  fufpicion,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  in  old  age,  Ifrnael  ftill  conceived  mif- 
truft  againft  his  ekleft  fon  Abdelmelech,  and  en¬ 
deavoured  to  prevail  on  him  to  relide  near  him  ; 
but  as  he  did  not  fucceed,  he  was  fo  incenfed 
that  he  named  for  his  fucceflor  Muley  Debi,  who 
was  two  years  younger.  He  died  at  a  very  ad¬ 
vanced  age.  It  may  be  faid  that  he  reigned  by 
terror ;  and  that  it  was  always  effectual.  He 
feemed  to  fport  with  the  lives  of  men,  for  he 
fpared  no  one;  and  thofe  accounted  themfelves 
happy  who  were  not  condemned  to  languith  out 
their  exiftence  amidft  the  moft  cruel  tortures. 

He  was,  however,  conlidered  as  a  great  politi¬ 
cian,  and  reftored  to  the  kingdom  of  Morocco 
that  fplendour  which  it  had  long  loft. 

The  children  .of  this  prince  difputed  for  the  Muiey  Debi. 
throne  ;  and  ftill  more  for  the  honour,  if  poftible,  1^1717- 
of  furpafling  their  father  in  cruelty.  Muley  Debi  ^o*121’’ 
proceeded  to  fuch  excefs  of  debauchery,  that  the 
people  curfed  his  father  for  having  chofen  to  be 
his  fucceffor  the  moft  vicious  of  his  fons.  This 
general  hatred  gave  many  advantages  to  Abdel¬ 
melech,  who  had  taken  up  arms  againft  him. 

He,  indeed,  vanquilhed  his  brother,  and  having 
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made  him  prifoner,  wilhed  to  put  out  his  eyes, 
but  was  prevented  by  the  militia.  They  con fi- 
dered  him  as  a  refource  neceuary  to  be  preferv- 
ed,  in  cafe  they  Ihould  happen  to  be  difpleafed 
with  the  new  emperor,  which  was  foon  after 
the  cafe.  Abdelmelech,  who  had  been  confi- 
dered  as  mild  and  patient  under  oppreffion, 
fhewed  himfelf  cruel  and  diffolute  when  he  ac¬ 
quired  power.  The  body  of  the  negroes,  whofe 
favour  he  was  incapable  of  fecuring,  reftored 
the  crown  to  Debi,  who  renewed  his  debauch¬ 
eries,  and  died  after  ordering  his  brother  to  be 
ftrangled.  He  left  a  fon,  who  at  firft  was  ac¬ 
knowledged  as  his  fucceffor  ;  but  one  of  If- 
mael’s  widows  managed  her  intrigues  fo  wrell 
with  the  blacks,  that  the  caufed  Abdallah,  whom 
(lie  had  born  to  the  old  emperor,  to  be  placed  on 
the  throne. 

This  prince  did  not  degenerate  from  the  fe¬ 
rocity  of  his  father.  Like  a  monfter,  he  took 
delight  to  wallow  in  blood.  He  was  twice  de¬ 
throned  and  reftored.  During  thefe  viciditudes 
he  was  fometimes  fupported,  and  fometimes  op- 
pofed,  by  the  corps  of  negroes,  who  were  ready 
to  fell  their  fervices  to  the  highefi:  bidder. 
Having  one  day  taken  a  prifoner,  he  ran  him 
through  with  his  lance,  and  called  for  a  cup 
that  he  might  drink  his  blood.  His  grand-vizier 
flopped  him.  “  This  adlion,”  faid  he,  “  is  un- 

worthy  of  your  majefty  ;  but  what  is  not  be- 
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**  coming  in  a  king  may  be  proper  in  a  fub- 
“  je£t.”  He  then  took  the  cup  and  fwallowed 
its  contents.  Were  we  even  unacquainted  with 
the  character  of  this  prince,  fome  idea  might 
be  formed  of  it  from  fuch  a  minifter.  His  mo¬ 
ther,  in  the  utmoft  di  ft  refs,  on  account  of  his 
cruelties  at  the  taking  of  Fez,  almoft  all  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  which  he  caufed  to  be  inhumanly 
rn alia c red,  having  ventured  to  make  fome  re- 
mo  nlr  ranees,  he  replied  :  “  My  fubjefts  have 
“  no  right  to  their  lives,  but  what  I  give  them. 

<f  As  for  me,  I  have  no  greater  pleafure  than 
“  that  of  butchering  them  with  my  own  hands.” 

He  had,  indeed,  no  other  means  of  avoiding 
their  fury  than  by  undertaking  a  pilgrimage 
to  Mecca.  Since  the  time  of  Abdallah,  the 
empire  of  Morocco,  a  continual  fubje£t  of  dif- 
pute  to  different  Competitors,  has  always  been 
ultimately  fettled  by  the  militia,  who,  however, 
always  chofe  the  cherifs  from  princes  of  the 
royal  blood,  which  has  caufed  religious  fanati- 
cifm  to  be  perpetuated  on  the  throne  together 
with  cruelty. 

Algiers. 

The  foil  and  climate  of  Algiers  are  favourable  Algiers,  be. 

0  _  _  tweee  Tu- 

to  produftions  of  every  kind.  The  inhabitants  nis,  Zaara, 

.  .  .  .  and  the  Me. 

are  as  mixed  a  breed  as  thofe  in  the  kingdom  of  ditenanean. 
Morocco.  It  would  appear,  that  the  Moors  who 
live  here  are  more  wretched  than  thofe  in  any 


45$ 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY. 


other  country.  Their  douwars  are  exceedingly 
filthy;  and  their  furniture  is  of  the  meaneft 
kind.  A  hand-mill,  a  pot  to  boil  their  rice,  a 
few  pitchers,  and  fome  mats,  form  their  whole 
riches.  They  all  lodge  together — fathers,  mo¬ 
thers,  children,  horfes  and  afles,  cows  and 
goats,  dogs,  chickens  and  cats — and  often  feve- 
ral  families  at  the  fame  time.  They  pay  a  certain 
tax  to  the  dey  of  Algiers.  The  cheik  is  refpon- 
fible  for  the  whole  village.  They  mix  their  bad 
bread  with  barley,  and  their  principal  articles 
of  feafoning  are  oil  and  vinegar.  From  this  fpe- 
cimen  fome  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  reft  of 
their  food.  The  land  is  cultivated  by  the  men  ; 
while  the  women  and  children  are  employed  in 
tending  their  flocks.  The  drefs  of  both  fexes  is 
a  piece  of  coarfe  woollen  cloth,  which  they  wrap 
round  the  body  in  the  bed  manner  they  can. 
The  women,  however,  find  means  to  arrange  it 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  fet  off  their  beauties  to 
the  greateft  advantage.  They  are  brown,  and 
of  a  lively  and  cheerful  difpofition.  At  the  age 
of  feven  or  eight,  children  receive  a  few  rags  to 
cover  their  nakednefs.  They  marry  at  a  very 
early  period  ;  and  fome  of  them  are  mothers  at 
the  age  of  nine  or  ten. 

When  a  marriage  has  been  fettled,  the  in¬ 
tended  hufbar.d  carries  to  the  tent  of  the  bride’s 
father  the  prefent  of  cattle  deftined  for  him.  It 
is  an  eftablifhed  form  that  he  rauft  be  afked 
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what  his  fpoufe  cofts  him ;  and  that  he  fliould 
replv :  “  A  prudent  and  induftrious  wife  is 
“  never  purchafed  at  a  dear  rate.”  She  is  car¬ 
ried  through  the  village  in  proceflion,  amidft 
loud  thouts  of  joy,  on  a  horfe  belonging  to  her 
hulband  ;  and  when  (lie  arrives  at  his  tent,  the 
parents  prefent  to  her  a  beverage  compofed  of 
milk  and  honey.  While  the  drinks,  her  com¬ 
panions  dance  and  ling  around  her,  and  with 
the  new-married  couple  every  kind  of  happi- 
nefs.  She  then  fixes  in  the  ground,  to  as  great 
a  depth  as  die  can,  a  fiick  given  to  her  by  her 
companions,  who  addrefs  her  in  the  following 
words  :  “  As  this  fiick  cannot  leave  its  place 
<e  unlefs  taken  from  it,  may  you,  in  the  like 
“  manner,  never  quit  your  hulband  unlefs  he 
<£  drive  you  from  him.”  From  this  cuftom  it 
might  be  concluded  that  divorces  are  permitted 
in  this  country,  but  polygamy  is  not  known. 
The  young  wife  is  then  put  in  poffeflion  of  the 
flock,  which  the  conducts,  or  at  leaf!  makes  the 
appearance  of  conducing,  to  pafture ;  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  day  is  fpent  in  pleafure.  The 
women  never  interfere  with  any  thing  but  their 
domefiic  concerns;  public  affairs  are  referved 
exclufively  for  the, men ;  and  they  would  defpife 
their  hufbands  if  they  did  not  obferve  filence 
refpefting  them.  The  objeft  of  them,  in  gene¬ 
ral,  is  to  purfue  meafures  for  robbing  fome  one 
who  is  pafling  through  their  territories.  “  The 
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**  country  belongs  to  us,”  fay  they;  “  it  has  been 
if  ufurped  from  us,  and  we  are  authorized  to 
“  feize  every  thing  we  can  find,  fince  our  maf-  ' 
ters  have  the  cruelty  to  leave  us  in  the  mo  ft 
“  wretched  indigence.” 

The  Algerines,  their  mafters,  could  hardly 
have  the  effrontery  to  reproach  them  with  their 
robbery,  fince  they  tbemfelves,  with  even  lefs 
appearance  of  juftice,  follow  no  other  employ¬ 
ment  than  that  of  exercifing  the  fame  rapacity 
againft  all  nations.  They  are  the  molt  danger¬ 
ous,  the  boldeft,  and  the  crueleft  of  all  the 
African  pirates.  Though  they  have  retained 
the  title  of  kingdom,  the  government  in  the 
hands  of  the  militia  is  entirely  republican.  The 
grand-feignior  formerly  fent  thither  pachas,  who 
had  all  the  authority  of  a  viceroy.  Some  of 
them,  however,  thought  of  nothing  but  filling 
their  own  coffers,  impoverifhed  the  people  by 
exorbitant  taxes,  and  did  not  even  pay  the  janif- 
faries  employed  to  keep  the  country  in  a  ftate 
of  dependence  on  Conftantinople.  Some  of 
them  were  maffacred  by  the  people,  who  repre- 
fented  to  the  Porte,  that  the  bad  conduft  of 
thefe  pachas  might  be  highly  prejudicial  to  the 
fovereignty  of  the  grand-feignior  ;  that  the  mili¬ 
tia  vrere  becoming  weaker  every  day  for  want 
of  pay;  and  that,  if  this  diforder  continued,  the 
Arabs  and  the  Moors  would  foon  be  in  a  con¬ 
dition  to  throw  off  the  Ottoman  yoke. 
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They  propdfed,  therefore,  to  ele£l  from 
among  themfelves  a  dey  to  take  care  of  the  re¬ 
venues  of  the  country,  and  employ  them  in  pay¬ 
ing  the  troops,  who  were  to  be  kept  always 
Complete,  and  in  providing  for  the  wants  of  the 
flate,  which  •  by  thefe!  means  would  ceafe  to  be 
a  burden  to  the  Ottoman  court.  They  engag¬ 
ed,  in  confequence  of  this  arrangement,  always 
to  acknowledge  the  grand-feignior  as  their  fove- 
reign.  The  Porte  approved  this  plan,  and  lince 
that  time  the  militia  have  acquired  unlimited 
power,  by  the  right  they  poflefs  of  elefting  the 
dey  from  their  own  body.  They  eftabli (bed  a 
council  or  divan,  which  confided  at  firft  of  eight 
hundred  officers,  without  whofe  advice  the  dey 
could  form  no  decifions ;  and,  on  important  oc- 
cafions,  -  he  was  even  obliged  to  affemble  the 
whole  body,  who  amounted  fometimes  to  the 
number  of  fifteen  thoufand.  In  proportion  as 
the  deys,  who' are  like  the  ftadtholders  in  Hol¬ 
land,  became  more  powerful,  they  reduced  the 
divan  to  thir iyyah  pachas.  They  invite  thither 
alfo,  according  to  their  pleafure,  the  muphti  and 
the  cadi ;  but  every  thing,  in  general,  is  fettled 
by  the  favourites-  of  the  dey,  before  the  divan 
affembles ;  yet  all  the  ^orders  iffued  from  it  are 
faid  to  be  in  the  name  of  the  grand  and  petty 
members  of  the  powerful  and  invincible  militia 
of  Algiers  and  of  the  whole  kingdom. 

All  thofe  who  compofe  this  militia,  without 
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excepting  the  meaneft  foldier,  have  the  right  of 
afpiring  to  the  dignity  of  dey  -3  fo  that  a  bold 
and  enterprizing  foldier  may  be  confidered  as 
prefumptive  heir  to  the  fovereignty.  He  has 
even  this  advantage,  that  there  is  no  necefiity  for 
the  place  becoming  vacant  by  the  natural  death 
of  the  perfon  who  holds  it.  He  has  nothing 
to  do  but  to  put  the  reigning  prince  to  death  ; 
and,  if  pofiefled  of  courage  and  addrefs,  the  fame 
fcimeter  which  he  dared  to  ftain  with  the  blood 
of  his  maker,  may  ferve  to  procure  him  the 
throne.  It  is,  therefore,  a  kind  of  prodigy  to 
fee  a  dey  clofe  his  exigence  with  that  dignity. 
They  are  almoft  all  affaffinated,  obliged  to  abdi¬ 
cate,  or  to  fly.  The  ele&ion,  which  is  deter¬ 
mined  by  a  plurality  of  voices,  feldom  paffes 
without  fome  maffacre.  As  foon  as  the  grand- 
feignior  is  informed  of  it,  he  fends  the  new  dey 
a  patent  as  viceroy  ;  but  when  it  arrives  it  is 
fometimes  ufelefs,  as  the  perfon  for  whom  it 
was  intended  is  no  longer  in  exigence. 

The  rnoft  powerful  officer,  next  to  the  dey,  is 
the  aga  of  the  militia.  At  firft  this  office  was 
held  by  the  oldeft  foldier,  but  afterwards  it  was 
transferred  to  the  chiau  pacha.  He  keeps  the 
keys  of  the  gates,  and  poflelTes  great  authority. 
Next  to  him  is  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  who  is  as  it 
were  the  prime  minifter;  and  then  the  coun- 
fellors,  to  the  number  of  thirty:  of  this  body 
the  divan  is  compofed.  They  all  fit  when  they 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY. 


aflemble ;  but  the  inferior  members,  invited 
thither,  fuch  as  old  foldiers,  officers,  veterans, 
and  others,  are  obliged  to  (land  with  their  arms 
acrofs,  and  as  motionlefs  as  poffible.  No  one 
is  allowed  to  enter  the  divan  with  any  kind  of 
weapon.  The  dey  or  the  aga  prefides  and  pro- 
pofes  the  fubjefil  of  deliberation,  which  is  repeated 
by  four  officers  ;  each  member  of  the  divan  then 
repeats  it  to  his  neighbour,  with  lingular  gef- 
tures  andcontorlions ;  and  when  the  propofal  dif- 
pleafes  him,  with  a  frightful  noife;  fo  that,  with¬ 
out  putting  the  queftion  to  the  vote,  the  preli- 
dent  can  forefee  what  will  be  the  refult.  As  all 
thofe  who  compofe  the  divan  are  foldiers  of 
fortune,  men  of  low  birth,  brutal  and  ignorant, 
thefe  deliberations  are  attended  with  great  tu¬ 
mult.  The  new  dey  generally  takes  proper 
precautions  to  enfure  a  preponderance  in  the 
affembly,  by  caufng  fuch  members  of  it  as  op- 
pofed  his  election,  or  confented  to  it  with  a  bad 
grace,  to  be  llrangled. 

All  the  a£ls  of  the  divan  are  wuitten  in  the 
Turkiffi  language  ;  that  of  the  natives  is  a  mix¬ 
ture  of  Aiabic,  Moorifh,  and  the  ancient  lan¬ 
guage,  fuppofed  to  be  the  Phoenician.  That 
ufed  in  commerce  is  the  Lingua  Franca,  a  jar¬ 
gon  compofed  of  Spanifn,  Portuguefe,  Italian, 
and  French,  which  is  employed  throughout  all 
the  Levant.  Everv  Algerine  corfair  forms  a 
fmall  and  diltin£l  republic,  of  which  the  rais,  or 
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captain,  is  the  pacha ;  with  his  officers  he  com- 
pofes  a  kind  of  divan,  which  regulates  every 
thing  that  concerns  the  veffel.  The  religion  of 
the  Algerines  is  very  little  different  from  that 
of  the  Turks,  except  that  the  former  are  much 
more  fuperftitious,  but  very  much  relaxed  in 
their  practice.  The  head  of  it  is  the  high-prieft, 
or  muphti ;  and  all  caufes,  whether  civil  or  ec- 
clefiaftical,  are  judged  by  the  cadi.  The  grand 
marabou }  or  chief  of  the  morabites,  a  kind  of 
hermit,  without  jurifdiftion,  poffeffes  great  influ¬ 
ence  in  the  frate.  Thefe  three  men  have  feats 
in  the  divan,  on  the  right  of  the  dey;  and  they 
all  make  a  great  merit  of  fading  and  ablutions, 
which  they  confider  as  the  moft  effeftual 
means  for  effacing  fins. 

The  following  things  they  hold  in  great  de- 
teftation  :  to  carry  the  Koran  below  their  girdle  ; 
to  ler  a  drop  of  urine  fall  on  their  clothes  ;  to 
ufe  a  pen  for  writing  inftead  of  a  pencil ;  to 
have  printed  books  or  any  reprefentations  what¬ 
ever  of  men  and  animals  ;  to  make  ufe  of  bells ; 
to  buffer  chriftians,  and  above  all,  women,  to  en¬ 
ter  their  mofques  ;  to  exchange  a  Turk  for  a 
chriflian  ;  to  touch  money,  to  engage  in  any  oc¬ 
cupation,  and  even  to  drefs  a  wound,  before 
they  repeat  their  morning  prayers  ;  and  to  ftrike 
the  earth  with  their  foot  when  playing  at  ten¬ 
nis,  becaufe  perhaps  it  is  a  fign  of  impatience  j 
to  eat  fnails,  becaufe  they  confider  them  as  fa- 
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cred; — they  have  perhaps  clothed  them  with 
this  character  becaufe  they  are  bad  and  un- 
wholefome  food  ;  to  chaltife  their  children  any¬ 
where  except  on  the  foies  of  the  feet  ;  and  to 
fliut  their  bed-chamber  in  the  night.  All  this 
is  ridiculous,  as  well  as  their  confidering  fools, 
idiots,  and  lunatics  as  faints ;  but  the  moft  hor¬ 
rid  feature  in  their  charaSter  is,  that  they  extol 
unnatural  love  as  a  virtue,  and  are,  in  general, 
addi&ed  to  it. 

Both  men  and  women  wear  long  dreffes, 
which  have  a  refemblance  to  each  other.  The 
latter  ufe  veils  fo  tranfparent  that  they  can  fee 
through  them  and  enjoy  fome  liberty.  The 
Haves  are  diftinguifhed  by  a  cap.  The  dey 
alone  and  the  principal  officers  of  the  divan  have 
the  privilege  of  riding  through  the  town  on 
horfeback.  The  legal  revenues  of  the  dey  are 
not  very  confiderable  ;  but  they  are  raifed  to  a 
great  amount  by  extortion,  fines,  and  plunder. 
Juftice  is  fpeedy,  and  exceedingly  fevere,  except 
to  the  Turks,  who  are  all  foldiers,  and  whofe 
favour  it  is  neceffiary  to  retain.  The  puniffiments 
are  -horrid.  That  of  throwing  criminals  on  iron 
hooks  placed  at  the  bottom  of  the  walls  of  the 
town,  on  which  they  remain  a  long  time  alive, 
has,  it  is  faid,  been  abolithed.  A  woman  never 
goes  to  demand  'juftice  alone :  Hie  affiembles 
thofe  of  the  neighbourhood,  and  they  all  proceed 
to  lay  their  complaint  before  the  divan,  whi^h  is 
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obliged  to  hear  them.  Each  nation  have  magi- 
flrates  of  their  own,  and  in  regard  to  their  private 
affairs  are  judged  by  their  own  laws.  There 
are  none  left  without  refource  and  protection 
but  the  unhappy  haves,  who  are  continually 
expofed  to  the  rod  or  fabre  of  their  mercilefs 
mailers.  Such  of  the  female  fex  as  are  rich  lead 
a  life  of  great  indolence,  as  is  the  cafe  in  other 
countries.  They  are  required  to  be  chafle,  and 
at  marriage  mufr  publicly  produce  proofs  that 
they  are  virgins.  The  fick  are  attended  by 
perfons  of  their  own  fex.  It  is  not  difficult 
here  to  become  a  phyfician,  as  nothing  is  ne- 
_  ceffary  but  to  be  acquainted  with  a  few  fimples 
and  recipes.  He  who  poffeffes  fecrets,  fuch  as 
charms  or  forcery,  will  foon  make  a  fortune. 
Their  mourning  is  very  flight.  Nothing  can  be' 
fo  infolent  as  the  militia.  The  meanefl  Turkiffi 
foldier  thinks  himfelf  fuperior  to  the  richeft  and 
moft  difiinguifhed  of  other  nations.  Care  is 
always  taken  to  make  way  for  him,  otherwife  he 
will  make  wmy  for  himfelf.  Thefe  Turks,  fo 
haughty,  are  however  the  mofl  avaricious  beings 
in  the  woild  ;  and  will  be  guilty  of  the  moft 
abjeCf  meannefs  to  obtain  money.  Hence  the 
proverb  common  at  Algiers  l  “  Give  money  to 
“  a  Turk  with  one  hand,  and  he  will  permit 
“  you  to  pluck  out  his  eyes  with  the  other.” 

The  Algerine  ftates  are  divided  into  'three 
governments :  the  eafr,  weft,  and  fouth.  The 
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firft  is  the  moft  confiderable,  on  account  of  its 
riches.  It  contains  a  great  number  of  ancient 
towns,  where  ftill  may  be  feen  the  remains  of 
monuments  which  atteft  their  former  celebrity, 
without  reckoning  thofe  that  exhibit  nothing 
but  ruins.  Among  the  latter  may  be  reckoned 
Hippo,  where  Borma  now  ftands,  which  difputes 
with  Conftantine  the  title  of  capital.  This 
government  borders  on  the  defert.  .The  Inha¬ 
bitants,  in  genera],  are  haughty  and  warlike. 
The  weftern  alfo  difputes  with  the  eaftern  the 
melancholy  honour  of  being  covered  with  fuperb 
ruins.  Its  capital,  for  a  long  time,  was  Oran, 

i 

which  the  Spaniards  took,  loft,  and  retook,  and 
of  which  they  are  ftill  matters.  In  the  fouthern 
government  there  are  no  towns,  as  the  Arabs  by 
whom  it  is  inhabited  all  live  under  tents.  They 
are  fubjefts  on  whom  little  dependance  can  be 
placed.  If  the  dey  haraffes  them  for. the  fmall 
tribute  which  they  ought  to  pay,  they  bury 
their  corn  and  moft  valuable  effetls  in  places 
known  only  to  themfelves,  and  fly  to  the  deferts 
or  inacceflible  retreats,  where  they  are  fafe  from 
all  purfuit. 

Algiers,  the  capital  of  the  whole  kingdom, 
which  forms  a  fort  of  an  amphitheatre,  prefents 
a  moft  beautiful  view  to  thofe  who  approach  it 
by  fea.  The  houfes  are  white  and  ornamented 
with  terraces,  periftvles,  and  colonades,  which 
rife  above  each  other.;  but  on  entering  it  the 
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ffreets  are  found  narrow,  dirty,  and  crooked,  and 
always  obflru&ed  by  a  multitude  of  people  and 
beaks  of  burthen.  The  inhabitants  pay  vifits  to 
each  other  on  their  terraces  5  by  means  of  which 
they  can  go  from  one  end  of  the  town  to  the 
other,  becaufe  there  are  ladders  to  afcend  or 
defcend  when  the  houfes  are  not  of  the  fame 
height.  Npt-withffanding  this  facility  of  pafiing 
trom  one  houfe  to  another,  there  are  no  thieves  ; 
for  if  a  Granger  is  caught  in  any  of  them  he  is 
punifhed  with  death.  The  country  around 
Algiers  is  delightful,  being  interfperfed  with 
beautiful  villas,  which  are  the  more  neceffary  as 
in  the  town  there  are  neither  fquares  nor  gardens. 
Warm  baths  are  found  in  the  neighbourhood  ; 
and  this  convenience  is  not  uncommon  in  this 
part  of  Africa,  which  may  be  confidered  as 
placed  over  volcanoes,  fmce  earthquakes  are 
here  very  common. 

We  have  already  feen  that  the  Greeks,  the 
Romans,  the  Vandals,  and  the  Arabs,  were 
fucceflively  makers  of  all  this  coalt.  The  tribes 
of  the  laftmentioned  people  divided  themfelves 
in  the  country  and  formed  different  petty  ftates, 
among  which  there  were  fometimes  independent 
cities.  Gf  this  kind  was  that  of  Algiers,  which 
though  very  inconiiderable  at  firft,  became  after¬ 
wards  a  place  of  note  by  the  afylum  it  afforded 
to  the  Moors  expelled  from  Spain,  under  Ferdi¬ 
nand  and  Ifabella.  Thefe  exiles^  rendered  de- 
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fperate  by  their  expulfion,  iffued  from  this  retreat 
lik  erocious  beafis,  and  endeavoured  to  repair 
thr:  Ioffes  they  had  fuftained  by  piracy  at  fea  and 
plundering  incurfions  on  (bore.  The  Spaniards, 
to  check  their  ravages,  made  an  irruption  into 
Africa  in  the  beginning  of  the  fixteenth  century  ; 
took  Oran,  and  laid  fiege  to  Algiers,  which  was 
the  principal  haunt  of  thefe  pirates.  The 
Algerines  invited  to  their  aififtance  Selim  Eutemy, 

#n  Arab  chief  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  but  not- 
withftanding  his  efforts  the  Spaniards  effected  a 
landing  clofe  to  the  town.  They  were  obliged, 
therefore,  to  fubmit  to  a  tribute  ;  and  to  allow 
the  Spaniards  to  ereft  a  fortrefs  in  an  ifland 
oppofite  to  the  city,  which  they  fupplied  with  a 
garrifon  and  a  numerous  train  of  artillery. 

Impatient  under  this  yoke,  the  Algerines 
concerted  with  their  ally  Eutemy,  and  with  his  % 
content  called  in,  to  deliver  them,  the  famous 
corfair  Barbaroffa,  who  as  is  faid  had  rendered 
himfelf  formidable  at  fea  from  the  age  of  thirteen* 

He  arrived  with  his  brother  Hairadin,  highly 
gratified  by  the  invitation,  as  it  offered  him  a 
fixed  refidence,  with  a  good  port  to  which  he 
could  carry  his  prizes,  being  then  deftitute  of 
both ;  but  he  did  not  communicate  his  real 
defign  to  the  Algerines.  He  appeared  in  the 
quality  of  an  auxiliary  and  ally.  All  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  city  went  out  to  meet  him  with 
prince  Eutemy  at  their  head.  He  was  received 
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with  every  mark  of  didinflion,  and  all  ranks 
were  anxious  to  provide  accommodations  for  his 
troops  in  the  city.  He  himfelf  received  an 
affedlionate  invitation  from  an  Arab  to  lodge,  in 
the  palace  which  he  occupied.  BarbarofTa  took 
advantage  of  this  reception  to  procure  the  ne- 
ceffary  information  and  to  concert  meafures  for 
his  enterprize.  He  communicated  his,  plan  to 
his  chiet  officers,  whom  he  found  difpofed  to 
fecond  him,  and  agreed  to  conduct  himfelf  the 
principal  part  of  the  execution.  Eutemy  being 
accultomed  to  repair  to  the  bath  every  day  at 
noon,  before  prayers,  BarbarofTa  furprized  him 
there  alone  naked  and  deditute  of  arms,  and 
drangled  him  with  a  napkin.  The  latter  im¬ 
mediately  quitted  the  bath,  and  then  returned, 
with  fome  attendants,  as  if  for  the  purpofe  of 
bathing.  The  furprize  he  a  defied  on  feeing 
the  prince  dead  did  not  impofe  upon  every  one 
of  the  fpetlators  ;  but  his  folaiers  had  already 
made  themfelves  fo  formidable  that  no  perfon 
durfl  exprefs  the  lead  fufpicion.  Some  aban¬ 
doned  the  city,  and  others  ffiut  themfelves  up  in 
their  houfes.  BarbarofTa,  amidd  the  general 
conflernation,  planted  guards  in  convenient 
places ;  took  poffeffion  of  the  principal  pods, 
and  by  one  crime  found  himfelf  in  a  moment 
mader  of  the  city. 

He  reigned  there  by  terror ;  often  expofed  to 
confpiracies  which  he  detefled  with  addrefs,  and 
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which  he  punifbed  with  cruelty  ;  but,  at  the 
fame  time,  he  raifed  his  kingdom  to  a  ftate  of 
fplendour  it  never  had  before  known,  and  caufed 
himfelf  to  be  acknowledged  by  foreign  as  well 
as  by  neighbouring  nations.  His  troops  were 
compofed  chiefly  of  Turks  ;  and  it  was  chiefly 
under  the  banners  of  the  crefcent  that  he  had 
diflinguifhed  himfelf  in  his  maritime  exploits. 
He  kept  up  an  intimate  connexion  with  the 
Porte,  but  preferved  his  independence.  He 
procured  from  it  recruits,  and  fent  thither  pre- 
fents.  He  was  killed  in  a  battle  with  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  after  having  fubdued  the  Arabs  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Algiers,  and  given  to  that 
kingdom  almoft  the  whole  extent  and  power  it 
has  at  prefent. 

He  was  fucceeded  by  Hairadin;  but  this  prince, 
as  he  either  poflefled  lefs  talents  than  his  brother 
or  found  the  revolts  excited  againft  him  more 
dangerous,  after  having  attempted  for  two  _\ears 
to  maintain  himfelf  alone,  thought  it  prudent  to 
intereft  the  Porte  to  fupport  his  authority. 
With  that  view  he  offered  to  refign  the  fove- 
reignty,  and  to  content  himfelf  with  being  ac¬ 
knowledged  pacha  or  viceroy  of  the  fultan. 
On  this  condition  Selim  fent  him  a  powerful 
reinforcement  of  janiffaries  ;  and  thus  Algiers 
fell  under  the  dominion  of  the  Turks  :  bui  we 
have  feen  that  the  authority  of  the  Ottoman 
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court  declined  there  in  the  courfe  of  time.  It 
was  firft  reduced  to  a  little  influence  in  regard 
to  the  nomination  of  the  dey  ;  and  then  merely 
to  the  honour  of  giving  him  a  patent,  which  it 
could  not  refufe.  It  always  kept  there  a  pacha 
as  the  fuccelfor  of  Barbarofla  and  his  defeendants  ; 
but  at  length  the  office  of  pacha  difappeared, 
being  totally  eclipfed  by  that  of  dey.  At  pre- 
fent  Algiers  is  a  power  abfolutely  fovereign  and 
independent,  as  it  is  rather  in  alliance  with  than 
fubjefl  to  the  Turks,  and  keeps  up  with  them  a 
connexion  only  of  decency  ancl  refpedt,  founded 
on  an  identity  of  religion. 

The  events  which  have  taken  place  in  Al¬ 
giers,  fince  its  foundation  by  the  two  Barbaroffias, 
are  nothing  elfe  than  jealoufies  and  intrigues 
among  the  chief  men  to  fupplant  each  other; 
afts  of  cruelty,  depofitions,  and  other  cata- 
lirophes  of  the  like  kind.  •  Were  we  to  delineate 
a  picture  of  them,  it  would  exhibit  an  uninter¬ 
rupted  feries  of  the  molt  horrid  a£ts  of  tyranny  : 
affaffinations  among  the  great,  wretchednefs 
and  oppreflion  among  the  poor,  with  inftances  of 
the  moil  inhuman  vengeance  againft  the  relations 
and  partifans  of  the  different  princes  maffacred  ; 
and  of  conflfcations,  imprifonment,  and  perfecu- 
tion,  fo  that  at  the  end  of  a  month,  and  even  a 
week,  the  reigning  prince  has  met  with  the  fame 
fate,  and  a  new  revolution  has  brought  back  the 
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fame  fcenes  of  madnefs  and  cruelty.  Thefe, 
added  to  piratical  expeditions  at  fea,  would  form 
the  principal  part  of  the  hiftory  of  each  reign. 

In  regard  to  thefe  expeditions,  all  the  nations 
of  the  world  may  reft  allured  that  they  will  never 
ceafe  as  long  as  this  neft  of  pirates  is  fuftered  to 
exift.  Such  a£ts  of  violence  are  natural  to  them. 

“  The  Algerines,”  faid  one  of  their  deys  with 
fome  humour,  “  are  robbers;  and  I  am  their 
“  captain-general.”  Thofe,  therefore,  who  na¬ 
vigate  the  neighbouring  feas,  muft  expert  to  be 
expofed  to  their  attacks.  When  reproached 
with  this  Ihameful  piracy,  they  reply  by  the  fol¬ 
lowing  proverb  :  “  Thofe  who  are  afraid  of  the 
“  fparrows  ought  never  to  fow.”  No  nation  in 
Europe  has  found  means  to  humble  them  but 
the  French,  by  the  famous  bombardment  in  1682; 
on  wdiich  occafon  the  public  buildings,  and  al- 
raoil  all  the  houfes,  were  converted  into  a  heap 
of  ruins.  They  begged  for  peace,  and  promifed 
to  refpeft  the  French  flag  and  coafts.  They  have 
almoftkept  their  wrord;  like  afavage  mifchievous 
animal,  which  having  been  once  chaftifed,  ab- 
ftains  from  doing  hurt  if  looked  at. 

Tunis. 

Tunis  refembles  Algiers,  as  it  exhibits  the 
fame  religion,  the  fame  government,  the  fame  ^fs’andn^ 
manners,  and  the  fame  events,  which  transfer-  Medite"a- 
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led  it  from  the  hands  of  the  Arabs  into  thofe  of 
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the  Turks;  weakened  the  authority  of  the  lat¬ 
ter,  and  at  laft  brought  it  to  fuch  a  ftate  as  to 
be  abie  to  name  its  own  mailers,  under  the  title 
of  beys,  but  without  entirely  rejecting  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  Turks.  Deys  were  appointed  here 
by  the  grand-feignior  till  the  commencement  of 
the  prefent  century ;  but  they  were  very  differ¬ 
ent  from  thofe  of  Algiers,  being  reprefentatives 
without  power.  The  beys,  by  the  afliitance  of 
a  militia,  compofed  of  Moors,  Arabs,  and,  above 
all,  renegadoes,  have  made  themfelves  indepen¬ 
dent.  The  Porte  has  given  over  fending  deys  t® 
Algiers.  The  beys,  like  the  deys,  have  a  divan, 
which  they  manage  as  they  pleafe,  and  are  no 
longer  iubje£t  to  the  commands  of  the  grand- 
feignior. 

Though  we  have  faid  that  the  Tunifians  re- 
femble  the  Algerines,  they  exhibit  fome  traits 
in  their  character  which  give  them  a  fuperiority 
to  the  latter.  They  are  more  civil  to  flrangers, 
more  boneft,  and  lefs  haughty.  They  are  ad¬ 
dicted  to  piracy,  but  more  to  commerce.  The 
people  are  fonder  of  being  artifans  than  foldiers. 
The  militia  at  Tunis  dare  not  carry  their  infolence 
fo  far  as  at  Algieis.  They  are  lefs  fevere  to  the 
chriflian  Haves;  yet  they  once  beat  with  great 
cruelty  a  knight  of  Malta  whom  they  had  taken. 
The  grand-mafler  fubjeCted  to  a  like  treatment 
the  Tunifians  whom  he  had  in  his  power;  and 
by  means  of  this  reciprocal  politenefs,  they  at- 
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tained  to  a  good  underftanding  from  which  they 
ought  never  to  have  departed. 

The  kingdom  or  republic  of  Tunis  is  divided 
into  two  parts,  called  that  of  winter  and  that  of 
fummer,  which  the  bey  vifits  every  year,  in  order 
to  collect  the  taxes.  Were  he  fenfible  to  the 
changes  effected  by  the  deftruftive  hand  of  time, 
and  that  of  barbarians,  he  would  with  pain  be¬ 
hold  the  marks  imprinted  by  them  on  the  fuperb 
monuments  which  once  decorated  the  cities  of 
this  unfortunate  country.  The  fite  of  the  cele¬ 
brated  Carthage  can  be  diflinguifhed  only  by  a 
fmall  part  of  a  wall,  and  the  ruins  of  an  aqueduct. 
The  remains  of  amphitheatres,  triumphal  arches, 
pavements  of  mofaic  work,  altars,  and  co¬ 
lumns,  with  the  limbs  and  mutilated  trunks  of 
ftatues,  occur  in  various  places ;  and  there  are 
few  cantons  which  do  not  atteft  that  this  part  of 
Africa  was  formerly  the  feat  of  the  arts,  and 
that  they  are  now  entirely  banilhed  from  it.  In 
regard  to  nature,  being  always  invariable,  fhe 
precipitates  the  rivers  from  the  fummits  of  the 
fame  rocks,  continues  to  make  thermal  waters 
boil  up  from  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  and  fhakes 
it  as  formerly  beneath  the  feet  of  the  frightened 
inhabitants.  But,  being  equally  conftant  in  her 
favours.  Are  covers  the  fields  with  abundant 
crops,  feparates  the  mountains  to  afford  a  paf- 
fage  to  the  cooling  zephyrs,  and  covers  the  hills 
with  verdure.  In  many  parts  the  country  is  a 
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kind  of  terreftrial  paraaife  ;  but  this  is  not  the 
cafe  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tunis.  The  foil  is 
ungrateful  and  fandy ;  and  nothing  is  produced 
but  by  means  of  water,  which  mud  be  drawn 
from  deep  wells.  It  does  not  afford  the  gardener 
the  pleafure  of  quenching  his  third,  becaufe  it 
is  faline  or  brackifh ;  but  commerce  fupplies 
every  neceffary,  and  the  people  live  in  com¬ 
fort.  .1 

Tunis,  like  Algiers,  fell  a  prey  to  another 
Barbaroffa,  who  introduced  himfelf,  in  the  like 
manner,  by  a  perfidious  flratagem.  Haffan,  de- 
fcended  from  the  Arabian  kings  who  reigned  in 
that  city,  having  put  to  death  when  he  afcend- 
ed  the  throne  feveral  of  his  brothers,  one  of 
them,  named  Arafhid,  made  his  efcape,  and 
formed  a  party.  As  his  followers,  however, 
were  not  fufhciently  powerful  to  enable  him  to 
overturn  Haffan,  he  folicited  the  aid  of  Barba¬ 
roffa.  The  latter  conducted  him  to  Conftanti- 
nople,  under  a  pretence  of  procuring  affiftance 
for  him  from  the  Porte  ;  but  the  traitor  infinuat- 
ed  to  the  divan,  that  if  the  troops  deftined  for 
the  prince,  whom  he  affedted  to  befriend,  were 
put  under  his  management,  as  foon  as  he  fhould 
make  himfelf  mafter  of  Tunis,  he  would  render 
homage  to  the  fultan,  and  hold  the  reins  of  go¬ 
vernment  there  as  his  reprefentative.  Thefe  con¬ 
ditions  being  accepted,  he  departed  with  a 
ftrong  armament,  giving  out  that  Arafhid  was 
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on  board  the  flee*,  though  detained  at  Conftan- 
tinople.  The  Tunifians,  difpleafed  with  Haf- 
fan,  wera  anxiouflv  longing  for  a  change;  and 
believing  that  his  brother  was  in  the  fleet,  they 
opened  their  gates  to  Barbarofla.  They  were 
much  furprized  to  fee  him  alone  ;  but  the  fault 
was  committed,  and  they  were  obliged  to  fub- 
mit. 

Their  credulity  was  fo  much  the  more  preju¬ 
dicial  to  their  interefl,  as  the  refidence  of  Barba¬ 
rofla  in  their  city  brought  againfl:  them  the 
forces  of  Charles  V.  who  every- where  purfued 
that  pirate.  Notwithftanding  the  ufurper’s  ef¬ 
forts,  the  emperor  took  Tunis,  and  re-eftablifh- 
ed  Haflan.  This  prince,  however,  was  no 
longer  able  to  fecure  the  affedtion  of  his  fub- 
jedfs.  They  fupported  his  fon  Hamida,  who 
had  revolted  againfl  him,  a  monfter  of  iafciviouf- 
nefs  and  cruelty.  Being  mafler  of  Tunis,  like 
another  Abfalom,  he  publicly  dilhonoured  the 
moft  favour' te  wives  of  his  father.  When  he  got 
the  latter  into  his  poffeffion,  he  would  not  deign 
to  fee  him,  though  the  old  man  reo^efted  it ; 
but  fent  executioners  to  him,  and  defired  to 
know  whether  he  would  choofe  death  or  fuffer 
to  have  his  eyes  put  out.  He  preferred  the 
latter,  and  was  accordingly  deprived  of  fight, 
by  thrufting  into  his  eyes  a  red  hot  lancet. 

To  efface  from  the  mind  the  melancholy  im- 
predion  which  this  horrid  adl  may  occafion,  i 
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Tripoli,  be¬ 
tween  Eill- 
dulguerid, 
Mount  At- 
las,  Egypt,? 
and  the  Me¬ 
diterranean. 


fhall  call  its  attention  to  the  inftruftive  leffon 
given  by  a  Mahomet  bey  of  Tunis  to  an  Ibrahim 
dey  of  Algiers.  Mahomet  was  accounted  ex¬ 
ceedingly  rich  ;  be  was  celebrated  alfo  for  his 
knowledge  of  chemiftry,  and  for  having  difco- 
vered  the  philofopher’s  ft  one.  This  pretend¬ 
ed  knowledge  did  not  prevent  him  from  be¬ 
ing  difagreeable  to  his  fubjedts,  who  dethroned 
him.  On  this  occafion  he  had  recourfe  to  Ibra¬ 
him  to  reftore  him;  and  the  latter  agreed,  on 
condition  that  he  would  communicate  to  him  his 
fecret.  When  the  Tunifian  was  re-inftated  in 
his  kingdom,  the  Algerine  called  upon  him  to 
fulfil  his  engagement :  Mahomet,  in  confequence 
of  his  promife,  fent  to  him  fpades,  hoes,  and 
other  implements  of  agriculture,  the  inftruments 
of  that  real  magic  which  produces  folid  riches, 
and  converts  every  thing  into  gold. 

Tripoli. 

The  kingdom  of  Tripoli,  tributary  to  the 
grand-feignior,  is  divided  into  two  parts,  the 
maritime  and  the  interior.  The  inhabitants  of 
the  one  part  have  nothing  with  which  they  can 
reproach  the  other;  for  the  former  live  by  pi¬ 
racy,  and  the  latter  by  robbery.  They,  how¬ 
ever,  carry  on  force  trade,  which  is  indeed  of  no 
great  extent  ;  but,  with  the  affiftance  of  hunt¬ 
ing,  it  is  fufRcient  to  fupply  provifions  to  the 
city.  The  articles  in  which  it  is  raoll  deficient 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY. 


479 


are  bread  and  water.  The  foil,  which  is  ex¬ 
ceedingly  dry,  produces  nothing  but  date-trees 
and  the  water  of  the  wells  is  brackifh.  All  the 
towns  on  the  coaft  of  Tripoli  have  become  vil¬ 
lages  •,  thofe  clofe  to  the  fea  are  inhabited  by 
filhermen,  and  thofe  in  the  interior  by  poor 
gardeners  or  farmers,  who  are  too  ignorant  to 
be  proud  of  the  fuperb  ruins  by  which  they  are 
ftill  furrounded.  Very  fortunately  they  believe, 
that  if  they  touched  them  they  would  expe¬ 
rience  fome  great  misfortune.  This  fuperftition 
has  been  the  means  of  preferving  thefe  beautiful 
ruins. 

The  Porte  fends  to  Tripoli  a  pacha,  who  has 
nothing  to  do  but  to  amafs  riches.  Provided  the 
bey  fills  his  purfe,  and  pays  the  tribute,  the  lat¬ 
ter  may  do  whatever  he  pleafes.  Thefe  leeches 
ruin  the  country,  which  is  now  in  a  moll  deplor¬ 
able  condition.  Tripoli,  after  the  time  of  the 
Vandals,  was  fubjecl  to  kings,  natives  of  the 
country  ;  but  it  afterwards  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  Arabs,  who  came  from  Egypt,  and  who  car¬ 
ried  away  a  great  number  of  Haves,  both  from 
the  kingdom  and  the  capital.  The  fceptre  was 
then  affumed  by  pirates,  or  adventurers,  from 
whom  it  was  wrefted  by  the  Spaniards ;  and  the 
latter  refigned  it  to  the  knights  of  St.  John  of 
Jerufalem,  when  they  had  loft  Rhodes.  Salha 
Rais,  Sinan  Daffat,  and  Dragut,  three  famous 
corfairs,  made  themfelves  mafters  of  it,  with  the 
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affiftance  of  troops  furniffied  to  them  by  the 
grand-feignior.  The  laft  remained  there  as  go¬ 
vernor,  and  eltabliffied  the  authority  of  the  Turks; 
but  their  yoke  became  fo  burthenfome  that 
there  were  feveral  revolts,  which  gave  rife  to 
the  mixed  government  that  {till  exifts  in  ap¬ 
pearance  ;  for  it  is  really  abfolute  and  defpotic. 
The  bey,  chofen  by  the  militia,  feems  to  be 
the  chief  of  a  body  of  republicans  ;  but  he  com¬ 
mands  only  (laves,  and  never  has  recourfe  to  the 
divan  except  on  difficult  conjunctures. 

Such  was  the  cafe  with  Tripoli  when  the 

depredations  committed  by  its  pirates  brought 

ao-ainft  it  the  arms  of  Louis  XIV  in  1685.  On 
© 

that  occafion,  a  dreadful  bombardment,  con¬ 
duced  by  the  marffial  d’Etrees,  compelled  the 
Tripolines  to  fue  for  peace,  in  the  nioft  fubmiffive 
manner.  The  divan  or  fenate  01  Tripoli  ottered 
the  propofals,  figned  the  treaty,  and  fent  em- 
baffadors  to  France.  As  they  came  thither  as 
fuppliants  they  expeCted  to  experience  fome 
marks  of  difpleafure,  on  the  part  of  an  incenfed 
conqueror;  but  they  were  agreeably  furprized 
by  the  polite  reception  which  they  every-where 
met  with.  Of  the  many  things  which  excited 
their  admiration,  nothing  {truck  them  fo  much 
as  the  opera.  The  mufic,  the  aCtors  and  actrelies, 
the  decorations,  machines,  and  dreffes,  appeared 
to  them  a  feries  of  enchantments — an  affemblage 
of  irrefiftible  charms.  The  chief  of  the  embaffiy. 
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an  old  corfair,  was  fo  much  affefled  by  the  fight 
that  he  exclaimed  :  tc  Whatever  enemy  might 
“  attack  us  we  fhould  be  able  to  defend  our- 
*f  felves,  unlefs  it  were  the  opera,  and  in  that 
“  cafe  we  fhould  lav  down  our  arms.” 

At  the  extremity  of  the  coaft  lies  the  defert 
of  Barca.  It  confiffs  of  loofe  fand,  which  being 
raifed  into  clouds  by  the  wind,  often  buries  the 
traveller ;  while,  at  other  times,  the  eyes  are 
fcorched  by  the  reverberation  of  the  fun’s  rays. 
It  has  no  water  but  of  a  bad  quality,  found  in  a 
few  wells,  which  are  exceedingly  rare.  Tra¬ 
vellers  who  crofs  it  are  obliged  to  conduct  them- 
felves  by  means  of  a  compafs  ;  and  though  there 
is  fomething  awful  in  folitude  it  is  molt  advan¬ 
tageous  for  them  to  fee  nobodv,  as  the  Arabs 
who  frequent  it  are  only  banditti,  the  boldelt 
and  molt  ferocious  in  the  world.  They  are 
meagre,  miferable  figures,  covered  with  the 
clothes  they  have  plundered,  and  which  they  wear 
till  they  become  rags  on  their  bodies  and  rot. 
Thefe  hordes  are  frightful  by  their  afpect;  but 
they  are  much  more  fo  when  we  reflefi  that 
thofe  who  fall  into  their  hands  are  tormented,  in 
order  to  difcover  whether  they  have  not  fwal- 
lowed  gold  to  conceal  it ;  killed  if  they  have 
not  a  fufficiency  of  provifions  to  nourifn  them  ; 
or  carried  away  into  eternal  captivity,  where 
flaves  are  fuppofed  to  be  treaed  witth  favour 
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when  they  are  fuffered  to  participate  in  their 
famine,  third:,  and  nakednefs. 

Malta. 

The  ifland  of  Malta  was  inhabited  formerly 
by  the  nymph  Calypfo.  Though  nearer  to  Si¬ 
cily,  from  which  it  is  only  fifteen  leagues  dif- 
tant,  it  is  aftigned,  without  any  juft  reafon,  to 
Africa,  its  diftance  from  which  is  fifty.  It  is 
about  twenty  leagues  in  circumference.  The 
foil  is  barren,  being  compofed  partly  of  fand 
and  partly  of  rock,  covered  with  very  little 
earth,  full  of  ftones,  and  unfit  for  the  cultivation 
of  any  kind  of  grain.  It  produces  figs,  melons, 
oranges,  and  honey.  To  the  north- weft, feparated 
from  it  by  a  channel  a  league  and  a  half  in 
breadth,  lies  the  ifland  of  Goza,  which  is  about 
eight  leagues  in  circumference ;  and  in  this 
channel  are  the  fmall  ifles  of  Comin  and  Comino. 
The  former  is  a  league  in  circumference ;  the 
other  is  lefs.  Lampedofa,  five  or  fix  leagues 
in  circumference,  lying  at  the  diftance  of  twenty- 
five  of  thirty  leagues  from  Malta,  is  barren  and 
uninhabited. 

The  fouthern  coaft  of  Malta  has  neither  road 
nor  harbour.  Some  good  harbours,  however, 
are  found  to  the  eaft  ;  and  there  is  an  excellent 
port  divided  into  two  parts,  commanded  by  fort 
St.  Elmo.  When  it  was  taken  poffeflion  of  by 
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the  knights  it  contained  only  one  city,  with  a 
few  towns,  and  about  twelve  thoufand  inhabi¬ 
tants.  At  prefent  it  has  four  cities  inclofed  by 
walls.  The  hamlets  have  become  villages ;  and 
the  villages  large  towns.  The  air  is  exceedingly 
falubrious,  being  always  cooled  by  the  fea- 
breezes.  There  are  no  rivers  in  the  ifiand  ;  but 
it  has  excellent  fprings:  water  is  collected  alfo  in 
citterns.  Every  creek  and  corner  wrhere  an  enemy 
might  enter  is  ftrongly  fortified  and  guarded.  The 
cities,  which  are  built  with  tafte  and  elegance, 
are  well  defended  alfo.  They  contain  beautiful 
churches,  large  and  commodioushofpitals,arfenals 
fupplied  with  all  kinds  of  ttores  ;  in  a  wTord,  every 
thing  necettary  either  in  time  of  peace  or  of  war. 

The  character  given  of  the  Maltefe  ladies  im¬ 
plies,  to  fpeak  in  the  fofteft  terms,  that  they  are 
fond  of  gallantry.  I  do  not  mean  to  fay  that 
they  are  amorous,  but  that  they  are  tempting. 
Their  hulbands  are  not  much  pleafed  with  this 
condudl  ;  which  indeed  is  very  little  dir  died  to¬ 
wards  them.  They  are  jealous:  but  before 
marriage  they  carry  about  their  intended  fpoufes 
with  confidence  to  the  moft  public  places,  and 
affedl  to  allow  them  a  great  deal  of  liberty. 
When  married,  however,  they  are  narrowly 
watched,  and  thofe  who  approach  them,  even 
if  they  are  knights,  have  to  dread  the  dagger  or 
poniard.  The  Maltefe  are  rebuff,  healthful, 
lively,  brave,  and  warlike.  A  fignal  given  by 
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firing  three  cannons  is  fufficrent  to  cal]  forth 
twenty-five  thoufand  men,  all  well  armed,  and 
to  place  each  at  his  poll:,  with  which  they  are 
thoroughly  acquainted.  They  are  faid.to  be  of 
Arabic  extraction,  and  they  fpeak  that  language ; 
but  in  the  towns  the  mod  common  dialed  is  the 
Italian.  The  Maltefe  fubiift  by  the  culture  of  a 
few  productions,  and  by  commerce  3  but  what 
contributes  molt  to  the  flourilhing  hate  of  their 
illand  is  the  refidence  of  the  knights  of  St.  John 
of  Jerufalem,  called  commonly  the  knights  of 
Malta. 

Were  a  mahometan  to  write  the  hiftory  of  the 
order  of  Malta,  he  would  fay,  that  in  an  illand 
of  the  Mediterranean  there  is  an  affociation  of 
men  fworn  enemies  of  the  mulfulman  religion, 
who  wage  eternal  war  with  thofe  who  profefs  it, 
attack  their  drips, ravage  their  coafts,  carry  them 
away  as  Haves  j  and,  through  zeal  for  chriftia- 
nity,  engage  to  make  no  peace,  nor  enter  into 
any  truce  with  them.  After  fuch  a  picture, 
people  might  be  induced  to  blame  this  ardent 
zeal,  and  to  talk  it  with  the  name  of  overftrained 
enthufiafm  :  but  they  will  be  cautious  in  con¬ 
demning  this  inflitution  when  they  know  how  it 
is  formed  ;  what  is  the  end  propofed  by  it  j  and 
how  it  has  been  led  by  circumftances  to  fupport 
itfelfin  a  Hate  of  war,  which  is  its  elfentiil  occu¬ 
pation.  To  de.enu  it. elf  it  is  fometimes  obliged 
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The  chriftians,  full  of  refpedt  for  the  places 
where  the  rnyfteries  of  their  religion  were  firft 
operated,  have  at  all  times  confidered  it  as  a 
pious  duty  to  vifit  them.  Thefe  places, 
which  they  call  holy,  and  Jerufalem  the  capital, 
having  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Saracens,  the 
pilgrims  of  Europe  were  expofed  by  them  to 
various  afts  of  oppreffion,  which  rendered  the 
journey  dangerous  and  laborious.  Some  Ita¬ 
lian  merchants,  faid  to  be  gentlemen  of  Amalfi 
in  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  taking  advantage, 
about  the  vear  1048,  of  the  accefs  given  them 
by  commerce  to  the  court  of  the  fultan  of 
Egypt,  obtained  permiflion  to  build,  near  the 
holy  fepulchre  at  Jerufalem,  an  hofpital  where 
pilgrims  might  be  received  and  refrefh  them- 
felves  after  their  fatigue.  They  conftru£fed 
there  alfo  a  chapel,  under  the  name  of  St.-  John 
the  almoner.  This  eftablifhment  was  fupport- 
ed  by  the  alms  which  they  collected  in  Italy 
and  in  other  countries ;  and  they  foon  found 
themfelves  in  a  condition  to  build  a  fecond  hof¬ 
pital  for  women :  from  this  fmall  beginning 
arofe  the  order  of  St.  John  of  Jerufalem,  which 
fince  that  time  has  been  the  bulwark  of  chrif- 
tianity. 

The  Latin  chriftians  were  received  in  this 
hofpital  without  diftin£lion  of  rank  or  nation. 
A  certain  place  in  it  was  afligned  for  the  pil¬ 
grims,  and  clothing  was  provided  for  thofe  who 
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had  been  ftripped  by  the  banditti.  Great  care 
was  taken  of  the  Tick,  and  every  fort  of  mifery 
found  in  the  charity  of  thofe  who  prefided  over 
the  hofpital  a  new  kind  of  pity.  The  men  were 
governed  by  a  French  Provincial  named  Ge¬ 
rard,  and  the  women  bv  a  Roman  ladv  named 
Agnes,  who  had  the  confolation  of  feeing  their 
charity  rewarded  by  liberal  donations,  and  re¬ 
venues  which  fupplied  them  with  the  means  of 
increafing  and  extending  their  benefactions. 
The  number  of  the  hofpitalers,  both  male  and 
female,  having  confiderablv  increafed,  Gerard 
and  Agnes  propofed  to  the  brothers  and  lifters 
to  renounce  the  world,  and  aftume  the  religious 
habit.  Simple  regulations,  all  tending  to  the 
benefit  of  the  poor  and  the  pilgrims  received 
in  the  hofpital,  were  drawn  up  for  them,  and 
confirmed  by  the  pope. 

Gerard  was  fucceeded  by  Raymond,  of  an 
illuftrious  houfe  in  Dauphiny,  whofe  zeal  did 
not  confine  itfeit  to  the  cares  which  had  occu¬ 
pied  his  predecelfor :  he  beheld  with  grief  the 
difmal  ftate  of  the  chriftians  of  Paleftine,  and 
the  dangers  and  mifery  to  which  they  were  ex- 
pofed.  The  pilgrjms  ran  the  greateft  rifk  from 
the  banditti  who  infefled  the  highways,  and  it 
too  often  happened  that  they  arrived  at  the  hof¬ 
pital  after  being  robbed  and  ill-treated.  Ray¬ 
mond,  finding  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  great 
number  of  hofpitalers,  refolved  to  render  them 
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ufeful  to  religion,  not  only  by  the  duties  of  hof- 
pitality,  but  by  taking  up  arms  to  clear  the 
highways  of  robbers,  and  marching  againft  the 
infidels  whenever  called  upon  for  that  purpofe 
by  their  fuperiors,  without,  however,  fuffering 
them,  on  account  of  thefe  new  fundlions,  to 
difpenfe  with  their  religious  vows  and  other 
duties. 

This  projedl  was  adopted  with  the  more 
zeal,  as  there  wrere  among  thefe  hofpitalers  a 
great  many  warriors  who  had  ferved  in  the  firft 
crufade.  After  the  war,  having  been  reduced 
by  their  devotion  to  a  fedentary  life,  they  more 
readily  quitted  it  when  they  faw  that  they 
might  make  the  tumult  of  their  ancient  occu¬ 
pations  accord  with  their  pacific  duties.  They 
refumed,  therefore,  their  arms,  but  they  agreed 
to  employ  them  only  againft  the  infidels.  Ray¬ 
mond  divided  them  into  three  clafles:  in  the 
firft  he  placed  thofe  who  by  their  birth  and  the 
rank  which  they  had  formerly  held  in  the  ar¬ 
mies,  were  more  proper  than  the  reft  for  war¬ 
like  operations.  He  formed  a  fecond  clafs  of 
the  priefts  and  chaplains,  who,  befides  their 
ufual  functions  in  church  and  attending  the 
lick,  were  obliged,  each  in  his  turn,  to  ferve  as 
chaplains  in  the  time  of  war.  The  third  clafs 
was  compofed  of  thofe  who  were  neither  eccle- 
fiaftics  nor  of  noble  families ;  they  were  called 
ferving  brothers.  They  were  to  be  employed  in 
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fuch  occupations  as  the  knights  fhould  think 
proper  to  affign  to  them,  either  with  the  lick  or 
the  armies. 

Raymond  fettled  the  drefs  and  the  badges  by 
which  the  different  claffes  were  to  be  diftin- 
guifhed.  He  regulated  alfo  the  order  and  dif- 
cipline  in  regard  to  eledlions,  ad  million  to 'the 
noviciate,  reception,  profeffion,  and  taking  the 
vows  ;  the  form  of  which  was  as  follows  :  “  I 
“  vow  and  promife  to  the  almighty  God,  the 
“  mod  bleffed  virgin  Mary,  and  St.  John  the 
“  Baptift,  to  pay  true  and  fincere  obedience  to 
<c  the  fuperior  who  fhall  be  eftablifhed  over  me, 
“  and  who  fhall  be  legally  eledfed  by  our  reli- 
“  gion  ;  to  renounce  all  property,  and  to  obferve 
“  perpetual  chaftity.”  The  perfon  who  offi¬ 
ciated  then  faid  :  “  We  receive  you  and  ac- 
“  knowledge  you  as  a  fervant  of  the  poor  and 
“  the  fick,  and  as  confecrated  for  the  defenfe 
“  of  the  catholic  religion.”  The  new  knight 
replied  :  “  I  acknowledge  myfelf  as  fuch.”  In 
this  ceremony  the  frock  was  joined  to  the  fword. 

The  order,  under  Raymond,  was  already  fuffi- 
ciently  numerous  to  be  divided  into  eight  na¬ 
tions,  called  tongues,  in  which  little  variation 
has  been  made  fince  the  fir  ft  diftribution.  One 
of  the  grand  offices  of  the  order  Was  annexed 
to  each  tongue,  and  Raymond  was  the  firft 
<rrand-m after.  The  ufe  wThich  thefe  religious  war- 
riors  made  of  their  riches  excited  the  liberality 
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of  fovereigns,  who  gave  them  funds  in  their 
kingdoms  ;  and  of  great  lords  and  pious  perfons, 
who  bequeathed  legacies  to  them  in  every  part 
of  Europe.  All  the  revenues  were  to  be  con¬ 
veyed  to  the  hofpital  of  St.  John.  The  ufe  of 
them,  as  at  firft  regulated  by  the  grand-mafter 
and  the  chapter,  was  to  fupport  the  hofpitals, 
the  knights,  chaplains,  ferving  brothers,  the 
pilgrims  who  came  to  viut  the  holy  places,  the 
fiek,  the  wounded,  and  the  lame;  in  a  word, 
all  the  expenfes  of  the  hofpital,  the  brothers,  and 
the  church.  In  the  next  place,  to  procure  arms, 
to  pay  the  troops  whom  they  engaged  in  their 
fervice,  and  to  purchafe  ammunition  and  every 
thing  neceffary  for  the  war,  for  guarding  the 
highways,  efcorting  pilgrims,  and  performing 
all  the  other  fervices  of  religion. 

To  manage  their  property,  it  was  neceffary 
to  difpatch  to  different  countries  officers  chofen 
from  the  body.  The  knights  to  whom  this  care 
was  configned  were  called  commanders,  from 
the  title  of  their  commiffion  commendamus — we 
recommend  to  you.  This  title  was  not  for  life, 
but  during  the  pleafure  of  the  chapter,  or  as 
long  as  they  behaved  properly.  The  comman¬ 
ders  w7ere  under  the  infpe&ion  of  the  priors, 
wffio  vifited  the  commanderies.  and  wrere  re- 
fponfible  for  the  application  of  the  money  re¬ 
ceived,  on  which  account  the  contributions  fent 
to  the  »hief  place  were  called  refponfions.  The 
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baiflis  were  fubaltern  commanders,  as  the  ma¬ 
nagers  of  the  commanders,  to  whom  the  com- 
manderies  were  let  for  a  certain  annual  fum: 
fometimes  thev  became  farmers  of  the  revenues. 

j  '  ■ 

The  grand-baillis  are  not  comprehended  in  this 
clafs ;  thefe  were  fuperior  to  the  commanders 
themfelves.  Time  has  brought  about  many 
changes  in  thefe  fifcal  dignities,  which  have  be¬ 
come  exceedingly  lucrative. 

The  hiftory  of  Malta  is  replete  with  heroic 
feats,  performed  by  individuals  as  well  as  by 
generals.  They  ought  to  be  read  by  young 
people,  that  bravery  which  has  become  too  me¬ 
thodical  may  no  longer  be  confined  to  common 
rules.  In  regard  to  internal  affairs,  rivalfhips, 
jealoufy  refpecting  the  government,  ftratagems 
to  fupplant  each  other,  notwithftanding  the  mi¬ 
litary  candour  on  which  the  knights  pique 
themfelves,  they  are  merely  monachal  intrigues 
unworthy  of  notice,  except  fo  far  as  .they  have 
produced  feme  remarkable  event,  or  had  an  in¬ 
fluence  on  the  conltitution  of  the  order. 

Gilbert  Affalis,  an  Englifhman,  the  fourth 
grand-mafter,  employed  the  arms  of  the  order 
in  favour  of  the  king  of  England  in  a  war 
which  was  not  a  holy  war,  and  w?as  obliged  to 
refign  his  office.  The  firth  poffeffion  of  the  or¬ 
der  was  the  caftle  of  Margat,  on  the  confines  of 
Paleftine,  to  which  they  retired  after  the  taking 
of  Jerufalem  by  Saladin,  and  which  they  made 
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the  principal  place  of  their  refidence  till  the 
year  1192.  They  acquired  one  more  fecure  in 
the  town  of  Acre,  the  capture  of  which,  in 
a  great  meafure,  was  owing  to  them.  It  thus 
got  the  name  of  the  knights,  and  was  called  St. 
John  of  Acre.  Alphonfo  of  Portugal,  the  ele¬ 
venth  grand-mafter,  was  defirous  of  reprefling 
the  luxury,  and  reforming  the  irregularities,  in¬ 
troduced  into  the  order,  but  did  not  fucceed. 
He  abdicated  in  1207,  and  was  neverthelefs 
poifoned.  The  order  then  became  a  prey  to 
anarchy  and  contufion :  the  hofpitalers  and 
templars,  another  military  order,  of  which  I 
fhall  fpeak.  hereafter,  quarrelled  and  fought ; 
but  the  neceflity  of  oppofing  the  Saracens  ob¬ 
liged  them  to  unite,  and  reftored  proper  difci- 
pline  among  the  former.  Wealth  then  flowed  in 
to  the  order  from  different  princes  who  were 
pleafed  with  their  fervices  in  Paleftine,  and 
honourable  privileges  from  the  popes.  The 
fixteenth  grand-mafler  extended  its  domains  in 
Palefline,  and  fortified  feveral  cattles,  which  be¬ 
came  places  of  fupport.  and  protection  to  the 
chriftians  in  that  country.  The  Saracens  never 
took  any  of  them  but  by  pafling  over  the 
bleeding  bodies  of  the  knights,  who  preferred 
death  to  capitulation. 

After  the  taking  of  Acre  by  the  infidels  at 
the  end  of  the  twelfth  century,  John  de  Vil- 
liers,  a  native  of  France,  the  twenty-firft  grand- 
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mailer,  fought  fhelter  with  his  order  in  the 
ifland  of  Cyprus.  The  knights  were  offered 
an  afylum  in  Italy,  and  in  other  countries,  but 
they  would  not  abandon  the  Holy  Land,  which 
they  always  hoped  they  fhould  be  able  to  re¬ 
cover.  In  expectation  of  this  event,  they  built 
ihips  to  convey  thofe  who  went  to  vifit  the  holy 
places,  and  they  returned  with  confiderable 
prizes  taken  from  the  infidel  corfairs,  which 
were  cruifing  to  carry  off  the  pilgrims.  This 
was  the  commencement  of  their  naval  enter- 
prizes,  which  at  that  time  were  the  principal 
refource  of  the  knights  ;  becaufe  feveral  princes, 
confidering  them  as  of  no  ufe,  after  they  had  loft 
the  Holy  Land,  flopped  the  revenues  which  . 
they  had  received  from  their  kingdoms.  The 
knights,  therefore,  murmured  when  their  grand- 
mafters  did  not  thew  fufficient  ardour  for  this 
kind  of  war,  which  was  extremely  lucrative. 

In  1308,  Foulquier  de  Villaret,  a  Frenchman, 
the  twenty-fourth  grand-mafter,  on  account  of 
the  general  efleem  in  which  he  was  held,  ob¬ 
tained  great  afiiftance  from  the  chriftian  princes  ; 
carried  his  order  from  the  ifland  of  Cyprus,  the 
king  of  which  kept  it  in  fubjedlion  ;  and  efta- 
blifhed  it  in  the  ifland  of  Rhodes,  which  he  con¬ 
quered.  The  knights  then  affumed  the  title  of 
the  knights  of  Rhodes;  and  the  petty  ifles  around 
it  formed,  as  it  were,  a  kingdom,  rendered  more 
powerful  by  the  remains  of  the  riches  of  the 
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templars,  a  part  of  which  Villaret  had  the  add^efs 
to  appropriate  to  the  order.  He  lived,  however, 
too  much  like  a  fovereign  ;  and  as  he  gave  him- 
felf  airs  of  abfolute  authority,  the  order  depofed 
him.  He  was  reftored  by  the  pope  :  but  after 
having  enjoyed  the  honour  of  recovering  his 
former  dignity,  he  voluntarily  refigned,  and  died 
in  the  bofom  of  peace  in  his  own  country. 
Under  his  fucceflor  Viileneuve  a  regulation 
was  made,  by  which  it  was  declared  that  thofe 
fhould  be  incapable  of  every  dignity  who  had 
not  refided  a  certain  number  of  years  in  Rhodes, 
and  who  during  that  refidence  had  not  ferved  in 
war  or  on  board  the  fhips  of  the  order. 

The  adventure  of  the  chevalier  Gozon,  who 
killed  a.  frightful  ferpent,  which  occafioned 
horrid  ravages  in  the  ifiand,  took  place  under  the 
m after lhip  of  Viileneuve.  Several  knights  had 
loft  their  lives  in  attacking  this  monfter  ;  and  on 
that  account  a  prohibition  was  ifiued  that  no 
more  fhould  expofe  themfelves  to  its  fury. 
Gozon,  a  Provincial  knight,  refolved  however 
to  attempt  its .  deftruftion.  After  examining 
the  dragon  at  a  diftance,  he  caufed  a  figure 
having  a  perfect  refemblance  to  it  to  be  made  ; 
accuftomed  two  voung  dogs  to  throw  themfelves 
on  the  fictitious  monfter,  without  being  fright¬ 
ened,  and  to  feize  it  under  the  belly  where  it 
had  no  fcales,  while,  in  complete  armour,  he 
attacked  it  himfelf.  Gozon  overcame  the  fer- 
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pent,  but  not  without  great  danger,  notwith- 
Itanding  all  his  precautions,  and  at  laft  killed  it. 
The  grand-mafter,  a  faithful  obferver  of  difci- 
pline,  deprived  him  of  the  habit  of  the  order 
for  his  difobedience  ;  but  he  again  reftorecl  it  to 
him  with  honour,  and  made  him  his  lieutenant- 
general.  Gozon  even  got  himfelf  eledted  grand- 
mafier  by  a  piece  of  boldnefs  which,  perhaps, 
never  fucceeded  with  any  other  perfon. 

The  chapter  were  much  embarraffed  in  regard 
to  the  election,  as  the  old  members  withed  for  a 
grave  religious  man,  and  the  young  ones  a 
warrior  who  might  lead  them  to-  gain  and  to 
glory.  When  it  came  to  Gozon’s  turn  to  give 
his  vote,  he  addreffed  the  chapter  as  follows  : 
“  On  entering  this  affembly  I  folemnly  fwore 
ts  that  I  would  propofe  none  of  the  knights 
“  but  fuch  as  I  thought  moft  worthy  of  this 
“  important  office.  After  having  confidered 
“  the  prefent  date  of  chriftianity,  the.  wars 
“  which  we  are  continuallv  obliged  to  maintain 
“  againft  the  infdels,  and  the  f  rmnefs  and  vigour 
“  neceffary  to  prevent  a  relaxation  of  difcipline, 
“  I  declare  that  I  can  find  no  perfon  more 
<c  capable  than  myfelf  to  manage  properly  the 
<c  affairs  of  our  religion.  Yes,”  refumed  he, 
on  finding  that  they  all  obferved  filence,  “  and 
“  you  have  already  had  a  trial  of  my  government. 
<c  You  know  what  you  may  expect ;  and  in  my 
“  opinion  you  cannot  without  injuftice  refufc 
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ft  me  your  votes.”  It  would  be  neceffary  to 
have  a  very  pure  confcience  to  hazard  fuch  a 
propofal  in  an  aflembly  of  rivals.  Gozon  was 
unanimoufly  elefted  3  and  fulfilled  the  hopes 
which  he  had  ventured  to  excite. 

Heredia,  the  thirty-firft  grand-mafter,  elecled 
in  1375,  gave  to  the  knights  a  noble  leffon  of 
magnanimity.  Having  been  taken  prifoner  by 
the  Turks,  the  order  offered,  by  way  of  ranfom, 
to  reftore  the  caftle  of  Patras  in  the  Morea,  be- 
fides  a  large  fum  of  money,  and  the  three  princi¬ 
pal  dignitaries  of  the  order  as  hoftages  till  it 
fhould  be  paid.  When  the  hoflages  arrived 
with  feveral  knights  to  fet  him  at  liberty,  he 
faid,  “  My  dear  brothers,  fuffer  an  old  man, 
<f  whofelife,  by  the  courfe  of  nature,  can  be  ot 
“  no  long  duration,  to  die  in  his  chains  5  and  do 
(c  you,  who  are  young,  fave  yourfelves  for  the 
“  fervice  of  religion.”  He  forbade  his  ranforn 
to  be  taken  from  the  treafury  of  the  order,  and 
added  :  If  it  mull  be  paid,  my  family  have  re- 
“  ceived  from  me  fufficiemt  property  to  fhew 
<c  towards  me  this  mark  of  gratitude.”  He  re¬ 
mained  three  years  in  a  flate  of  fevere  cap¬ 
tivity  ;  and  was  at  laft  ranfomed  by  his  family. 

The  grand-mafters,  at  the  end  of  the  four¬ 
teenth  and  the  beginning  of  the  fifteenth  century, 
were  often  obliged  to  quit  Rhodes,  and  to  ap¬ 
pear  at  the  court  of  the  popes,  who  interfered 
with  the  affairs  of  the  order.  Their  frequent  ab- 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY. 

fence  caufed  a  great  relaxation  of  discipline 
in  the  iiland.  Befides,  the  knights  were  fond  of 
thefe  journeys;  during  which  they  could  exempt 
themfelves,  without  fcandal,  from  the  feverity 
of  their  rules,  as  they  were  well  received  by  the 
chriftian  princes ;  and,  on  account  of  their  great 
experience,  often  employed  as  arbiters  in  im¬ 
portant  affairs.  They  negociated  alfo  for  them¬ 
felves.  Under  Philibert  de  Naillac,  the  thirty- 
fecond  grand-mafter,  the  order  purchafed  the 
Morea ;  but  the  inhabitants  refufed  to  fubmit 
to  their  government.  This'  grand-mafter  and 
his  fucceffors  maintained  an  active  warfare  on  all 
thefe  coafts,  and  on  that  of  Egypt.  1  he  Sara¬ 
cens  and  the  Turks  always  found  themfelves  op- 
pofed  by  the  knights,  in  all  the  expeditions 
which  they  undertook.  The  obliinacy  ©f  their 
attacks  and  refiftance  made  the  muffulmen  re- 
folve,  about  the  year  1428,  to  take  Rhodes,  and 
to  drive  from  their  feas  thefe  troublefome  ene¬ 
mies.  Their  firft  attempts  for  this  purpofe  were 
made  in  1480,  under  Peter  d’Aubuffon,  the 
thirty-eighth  grand-mafter. 

The  grand-vizier  Palealogue,  a  Greek  rene¬ 
gade  of  the  imperial  houfe,  was  entrufted  with 
the  management  of  the  liege  by  Mahomet,  the 
conqueror  of  Conftantinople.  He  landed  with  a 
large  army,  and  every  affiftance  neceffary  for  fo 
important  an  operation.  The  renegado  fpared 
neither  the  blood  of  his  foldiers  nor  his  trea- 
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hires.  He  employed  treachery  alfo,  and  at¬ 
tempted  to  caufe  the  grand-mailer  to  be  poifon- 
ed  or  affaffmated,  in  which  he  had  nearly  fuc- 
ceededj  He  endeavoured  to  gain  over  the  inha¬ 
bitants  by  promifes,  and  to  intimidate  them  by 
threats.  The  affaults  were  made  in  rapid  fuc- 
ceflion,  but  without  e He 61,  on  account  of  the 
unlliaken  valour  of  the  knights,  and  the  bravery 
of  the  foldiers,  whom  they  had  carried  thither 
with  them  from  all  parts  of  Europe*  and  who 
under  fuch  chiefs  were  invincible.  He  tried  to 
induce  the  grand-maller  to  capitulate*  by  repre- 
fenting  to  him  the  wretched  Hate  of  the  place> 
the  walls  being  razed,  the  towers  battered 
down*  and  the  ditches  filled  up.  tf  The  city," 
replied  the  intrepid  d’Aubuffon,  <c  is  llrong 
<c  enough  while  defended  by  the  knights.  We 
“  have  all  one  heart  and  one  mind,  directed  to- 
“  wards  one  fmgle  obje£t — the  defenfe  of  the 
“  faith,  and  the  honour  and  glory  of  our  order. 
tc  Men  who  do  not  fear  death  are  lironger  than 
“  walls  or  baftions.” 

Some  of  the  knights,  however,  moved  by  the 
piflure  drawn  by  Paleologue’s  envoy  of  the 
horrors  committed  in  a  town  taken  by  affault, 
pillage,  malfacre,  and  the  infults  offered  to 
wives  and  daughters,  were  inclined  to  negotiate. 
D’Aubuffon  being  informed  of  this  difpofition 
fent  for  them,  and  as  if  they  had  no  longer  been 
his  brethren  faid  :  “  Gentlemen,  if  any  of  you 
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<c  do  not  think  yourfelves  fafe  in  the  place,  the 
<£  gates  are  not  fo  clofely  blockaded  as  to  prevent 
“  me  from  finding  means  to  convey  you  from 
“  it.”  After  a  fhort  paufe,  he  added  with  an 
air  of  authority  and  indignation  :  “  But  if  you 
“  wifh  to  remain  fpeak  no  more  of  capitulat- 
ts  ing,  elfe  I  will  put  you  all  to  death.”  Thefe 
menacing  words  overwhelmed  the  knights  with 
fhame  and  confufion  ;  they  threw  themfelves 
at  his  feet,  and  promifed  to  expiate  by  their 
blood  this  emotion  of  weaknefs.  D’Aubuffon 
fet  them  an  example,  as  he  always  appeared  at 
the  moft  dangerous  poft.  The  vizier  engaged 
twelve  of  his  braved;  warriors  to  force  their 
way  to  the  grand-mafter  during  an  affault,  and 
to  free  him  from  this  formidable  adverfary:  they 
gave  him  five  wounds,  but  they  did  not  prove 
mortal.  The  knights,  feeing  the  blood  of  their 
chief  fhed,  were  animated  with  more  courage, 
and  throwing  themfelves  among  the  Turks  on 
the  ramparts,  purfued  them  to  their  camp,  from 
which  they  retired  to  .their  fliips  in  confufion 
and  completely  routed. 

D’Aubuffon’s  reputation  has  been  fullied  by 
the  conduct  which  he  obferved  towards  Z izim. 
T  his  prince  having  fought  an  afylum  at  Rhodes, 
againft  the  malevolence  of  the  emperor  Bajazet, 
his  brother,  met  with  a  favourable  reception. 
The  grand-mafter  took  every  precaution  to  pro¬ 
tect  him  from  the  poniard,  from  poifon,  and  the 
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other  fnares  which  his  brother  laid  for  him  ;-but 
he  liftened  to  the  infidious  offers  of  the  Ottoman 
monarch,  and  on  receiving  the  promife  of  a  con- 
fiderable  fum  and  other  advantages  for  the  or¬ 
der,  he  confented  to  become  jailor  to  the  prince, 
whom  he  might  have  employed  to  kindle  up  a 
civil  war  among  the  Turks.  Zizim  complained 
loudly  of  this  bafe  contract,  but  he  had  not  yet 
attained  to  the  end  of  his  fufferings.  The  pope 
demanded  alfo  to  have  him  in  his  power,  for  the 
good  of  chriftianity,  as  he  pretended,  and  in 
order  to  make  the  Turks  behave  with  refpeft. 
Contrary  to  the  promife  given  to  Bajazet  that 
he  would  always  keep  in  his  own  hands  the 
unfortunate  prince,  for  whofe  maintenance  he 
paid  a  large  fum,  d’Aubuffon  gave  him  up, 
and,  as  is  faid,  without  any  view  of  intereft  5  but 
why  was  he  appointed  cardinal,  a  dignity  fo 
little  fuited  to  a  warrior  like  him  ?  On  what 
account  did  he  obtain  fo  many  favours  for  his 
order,  and  befides  others  the  union  of  thofe  of 
St.  Sepulchre  and  St.  Lazarus  to  that  of  St. 
John  ?  He  was  originally  the  author  of  the 
death  of  the  muifulman  prince,  whom  Alexan^ 
der  VI.  it  is  faid,  caufed  to  be  poifoned  for  the 
fum  of  three  hundred  thoufand  ducats. 

The  brave  defenfe  of  d’Aubufl'on  did  not 
abate  the  defire  which  the  Turks  had  to  get 
poffefiion  of  Rhodes.  Soliman,  their  emperor, 
publicly  declared  that  he  was  refolved  to  make 
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a  conqueft  of  the  ifland.  The  order  .oppofed 
to  him  Villiers  de  1’Ifle  Adam,  the  forty-fecond 
grand  mafter,  elefited  in  15215  who  employed 
himfelf  without  remiflion  in  making  the  necef- 
fary  preparations  to  repel  the  threatened  inva- 
fion.  After  fome  friendly  invitations,  Soliman 
fent  a  fummons  to  the  grand-mafter  to  give  up 
the  ifland.  In  cafe  of  compliance  he  promifed 
him  every  kind  of  good  treatment  and  favour ; 
“  but  if  you  do  not  fpeedily  fhew,”  faid  he, 
“  due  deference  to  our  orders,  you  fhall  all  feel 
“  the  vengeance  of  our  formidable  fword ;  and 
“  the  towers  and  baftions  of  the  walls  of 
“  Rhodes  (hall  be  reduced  to  the  height  of  the 
“  grafs  which  grows  at  the  bottom  of  thefe  for- 
<c  tifications.”  This  threat  was  fupported  by 
a  ftrong  army.  As  foon  as  difembarked  it  com? 
menced  its  operations  againfl:  the  place,  but  the 
foldiers  being  vigoroufly  repulfed  in  feveral 
aflaults  began  to  lofe  courage. 

Soliman,  informed  of  their  murmurs,  haftened 
thither  himfelf,  and  landing  at  the  head  of  fif¬ 
teen  thoufand  picked  men,  ordered  all  the 
troops  to  appear  before  him  without  arms.  He 
then  caufed  his  efcort  to  furround  them,  and 
having  reproached  them  feverely  with  a  terrible 
look  and  menacing  voice,  on  a  preconcerted 
fignal  the  fifteen  thoufand  men  drew  their 
fabres,  and  held  them  fufpended  over  the  heads 
£>f  the  culprits.  The  generals  threw  themfel.ve§ 
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at  his  feet,  and  begged  he  would  pardon  them, 
while  they  all,  with  loud  cries,  implored  for 
mercy.  The  fultan  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  ap¬ 
pealed.  tc  In  compliance  with  your  intreaties, ” 
faid  he,  “  I  lhall  fufpend  punching  the  guilty, 
fC  but  let  them  feek  pardon  on  the  baftions  and 
“  bulwarks  of  the  enemy.”  The  aflault  which 
took  place  after  this  fcene  was  terrible,  and  was 
followed  by  others  no  lefs  murderous.  Soliman, 
however,  might  not  have  been  more  fuccefsful 
in  his  entetprize  than  Mahomet,  had  he  not 
found  a  traitor  in  the  town,  and  even  in  the 
.council,  the  chancellor  of  the  order,  who  gave 
him  information  of  every  thing  that  palled,  and 
made  him  acquainted  with  the  meafures  he 
ought  to  purfue.  Jealoufy  alone,  and  revenge 
for  not  having  been  eletied  grand-mafter,  in¬ 
duced  this  member  of  the  order  to  be  guilty  of 
fuch  an  a61  of  perfidy.  He  was  indeed  dete£t- 
ed  and  punilhed  ;  but  having  been  entrufted 
with  the  care  of  procuring  provifions  and  am¬ 
munition,  the  town,  by  his  malicious  treachery, 
was  found  to  be  deftitute  of  thefe  neceflaries, 
which  haftened  its  furrender. 

The  terms  of  the  capitulation,  which  was  as 
favourable  as  could  be  expected  by  a  city  reduced 
to  the  laft  extremity,  were  faithfully  obferved. 
Soliman  treated  the  grand-mafter  with  every 
mark  of  refpeft  and  diftinflion.  Villiers,  though 
opprefled  with  grief,  did  not  fail  to  provide  for 
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is re tv  of  thole  who  quitted  the  ifland.  Be- 
lides  the  knights,  more  than  four  thoufand  of  the 
innabitants  followed.  the  fortune  of  the  order. 
The  grand-maiter  embarked  the  Jail,  after  having 
fent  notice  to  thole  who  were  difoerfed  to  ioin 
him  at  Candia.  V  hen  they  were  all  nearly 
affembled  he  fer  out  for  Italy,  and  flopped  by  the 
way  at  Meflina.  \\  hen  their  arrival  was  an¬ 
nounced.  the  whole  city  went  out  to  meet  them. 
Inftead  of  the  ufual  religious-flag  they  had  hoifted 
a  banner,  on  which  was  represented  the  blefled 
A  irgin  holding  her  fon  dead  in  her  arms,  with 
this  legend:  Ajjhcli>  jpes  ultima  rebus — My  lafl 
refource  in  affliction.  A  ows  were  offered  up  by 
all  the  Spectators  for  their  venerable  leader.  The 
viceroy  offered  him,  in  the  name  of  Charles  Ar. 
the  town  and  harbour  of  Medina  as  a  place  of 
Shelter  for  his  fleet.  The  bishop,  the  grandees, 
the  nobility,  and  the  people,  with  melancholy 
and  fiient  admiration,  teftified  how  much  they 
were  interested  in  his  fate. 

He  was  conducted  to  the  palace  amidft 
gloomy  fiience,  while  regret,  for  having  been 
obliged  to  deliver  into  the  hands  of  the  infidels 
an  ifland  where  his  predeceifors  had  .reigned 
with  So  much  glory,  was  manifefted  by  his 
actions,  words,  and  even  looks ;  but  his  grief  did 
not,  in  the  leafr,  abate  his  vigilance.  He  be- 
ftowed  the  utmoft  care  on  the  tick  and  the 
wounded  ;  and  procured  them  every  affiltance  in 
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his  power.  When  his  followers  were  a  little 
recovered  he  again  fet  fail  :  difembarked  in  the 
gulph  of  Baia,  and  went  to'  fee  what  hopes 
would  be  afforded  him  bj'the  pope.  He  could 
get  nothing  from  Adrian  VI.  but  promifes,  and 
would  have  remained  in  a  flate  of  the  utmoft 
embarraffment  had  not  death  carried  off  this 
pope,  who  feemed  to  be  little  affected  by  his 
-  own  misfortunes  or  thofe  of  his  followers.  He 
was  fucceeded  by  Julius  of  Medici,  who  had 
himfelf  been  of  the  religious  order  of  .  Malta. 
The  firft  fervice  he  rendered  to  it  was  by  a  bull 
which  forbade  the  members  to  feparate,  and  by 
thefe  means  he  prevented  its  diffolution,  which 
appeared  to  be  unavoidable. 

He  affigned  to  them  for  their  abode  Viterbo, 
a  place  in  the  ecclefiafticalfl:ates,until  they  could 
find  one  more  convenient.  After  many  negotia¬ 
tions,  in  which  the  difintereftednefs  of  Charles 
V.  does  not  appear  to  much  advantage,  he  ceded 
to  them  the  ifland  of  Malta,  under  the  burthen- 
fome  condition  of  their  undertaking  the  defenfe 
of  the  city  of  Tripoli,  which  required  a  ftrong 
garrifon  and  great  expenfe.  The  grand-mafter, 
not  being  able  to  do  any  thing  better,  accepted 
the  propofed  terms.  The  order  took  pofleflion 
of  the  ifland  in  1530  ;  and  acquired  from  it  the 
name  of  the  knights  of  Malta,  which  they  ftill 
retain.  Villiers  de  1’Ifle  Adam  employed  himfelf 
in  fortifying  the  ifland,  which  he  found  in  a 
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defencelefs  date,  and  died  at  a  very  advanced 
age.  The  following  epitaph  was  infcribed  on 
his  tomb  :  “  Here  lies  virtue,  victorious  over 
<c  fortune.” 

The  precautions  taken  by  lTfle  Adam  to 
fortify  the  new  refidence  of  the  order,  ferved  to 
defeat  a  fecond  enterprize  of  Soliman.  Being 
incenfed  to  find  that  thefe  pretended  pirates,  of 
whom  he  wi filed  to  clear  the  neighbouring  feas 
by  taking  Rhodes,  continued  to  infeit  them,  he 
gave  orders  to  Sinan  Bafla,  whom  he  had  fent  to 
befiege  Tripoli,  to  deftroy  in  his  paflage  that 
neft  of  robbers  ;  but  when  Sinan  had  landed  and 
confidered  attentively  the  cattle  of  St.  Angelo, 
and  the  bulwarks,  he  faid  to  the  corfair  Dragut, 
who  prefled  him  to  begin  an  attack  :  “  Doth 
“  thou  fee  that  cattle  ?  The  eagle  certainly 
“  could  not  place  its  nett  on  the  fummit  of  a 
<c  tteeper  rock  ;  to  reach  it  we  ought  to  have 

wings  like  the  eagle,  for  all  the  troops  in  the 
“  world  would  never  be  able  to  force  it.”  That 
he  might  not,  however,  entirely  difoblige  Dragut, 
Sinan  ravaged  the  ifland  and  laid  fiege  to  the 
capital ;  but  the  gallant  refiitance  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  obliged  him  to  retire. 

Soliman  ftill  made  againit  the  order  in  1565, 
under  John  de  la  Valette,  the  forty-feventh 
grand-mailer,  the  lait  important  attack  which  it 
experienced.  A  man  who  ihould  fit  down  in 
his  clofet,  to  imagine  the  moil  unexpected  and 
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fingular  events  that  could  take  place,  in  the 
courfe  of  a  fiege,  would  not  be  able  to  invent 
any  more  extraordinary  than  thofe  which  have 
been  traced  out  by  the  hiftorian  of  Malta.  He 
did  not  refolve  to  write  this  kind  of  romance 
till  after  waiting  a  long  time  in  vain  for  the  real 
memoirs  which  had  been  promifed  him  ;  and  he 
faid  when  they  arrived  :  “  They  are  too  late  ;  I 
“  am  forry  for  it  j  my  fiege  is  completed.”  This 
anecdote,  if  true,  may  ferve  to  keep  us  on  our 
guard  againft  thofe  hiftorians  who  are  too  fond 
of  panegyric  ;  but  though  the  details  may  be 
heightened,  it  is  certain  that  greater  firmnefs, 
bravery,  and  activity  could  not  be  difplayed, 
than  were  exhibited  by  the  grand-mafter  and 
his  knights.  Lavalette  was  wounded  in  the 
breach,  and  when  fome  of  his  friends  wifhed 
him  to  retire,  he  replied  :  <c  At  the  age  of 
feventy-one,  can  I  finifh  my  life  more  glorioufly 
“  than  by  dying  with  my  brethren?”  The 
Turks  being  repulfed  with  the  utmoft  bravery, 
withdrew  never  again  to  appear  on  that  land, 
which  had  been  drenched  with  their  blood  ;  and 
Lavalette  on  the  principal  emplacement,  the 
theatre  of  his  glory,  built  a  town,  which,  after 
his  own  name,  he  called  Lavalette.  The  con¬ 
vent  and  habitation  of  the  knights  were  removed 
thither.  In  order  that  the  work  might  not  be 
interrupted,  when  money  failed,  they  paid  in 
copper,  which  was  afterwards  called  in  and  the 

VOL.  VI.  L  L 


1 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY. 

full  value  given  for  it.  The  infcription  on  it 
was,  Non  as,  fed  fidcs  :  It  is  not  the  metal,  but 
confidence. 

In  1724  a  truce  was  concluded  with  the 
Turks  for  twenty-one  years,  fubje£t  to  renewal 
if  the  parties  fhould  think  proper.  While  it 
continued,  the  Maltefe  were  to  enjoy,  in  the 
ftates  of  the  grand-feignior,  the  fame  privileges 
as  the  French.  They  ftipulated  alfo  for  the  ex¬ 
change  and  ranfoming  of  flaves.  The  fultan 
agreed  not  to  give  any  affiftance  to  the  Barbary 
ftates  ;  and  the  treaty  was  to  be  void  when  any 
of  the  chriftia'n  .princes  were  at  war  with  the 
Porte.  Malta  this,  year  furrendered  to  the 
French,  and  in  all  probability  the  order  will  be 
deftroyed  for  ever. 
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